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MAYTAN

BPATbSI MAYIJIH

.

BLJIO CeMb 4YacoB 3HOAHOro Beuepa B CHOHHHCKHX
ropax, korga Oteu Bosk npocHyJcs nocjie AHEBHOTO
OT[IblXa, NOYecaJcsl, 3eBHY/1 U pachnpaBHJ OHEMeRlHe
Janbl ONHY 3a ApYro#, nporoxsis cod. Matb Bosuuna npemana, mno-
JIOXKHB CBOIO KPYMHYIO Cepyl0 MOpAY Ha uYeTBepbIX BOJYAT, a Te BOPO-
YaJHCb M NMOBHU3TMBAJM, H JYHa CBeTHJd B YCThe Tellepbl, rAe XKHaa
BCSI CeMbSl.

— Yo' — ckasaa Oren Boak.— Ilopa onsitk Ha oxoTy.

OH yxke coGHpaJICs CIYCTUTHCH CKAUKAMH C TOpbl, KaK BAPYT HH3€Hb-
Kas TeHb C KOCMATHIM XBOCTOM JIerla Ha MOPOr W [POXHbIKaa:

— JKenaio tebe ynaum, o 'nmaBa BoskoB! Yaaun u Kpenkux 6esibix
3y6oB TBOMM GJaropoiHbiM sietsiM. lycrb onu HHMkoraa He 3a6bIBaloT,
4YTO Ha CBeTe eCTh rojlojHble!




dto 6 wakan, Jiuzobmon TabGaku,— a Boaku MHauu npesupaior
Ta6aku 3a TO, YTO OH PBILLET MOBCIOAY, C€eT Pa3fopbl, PA3HOCHT CIJIETHH
u He Ope3ryeT TpSANKaMH H OOPbIBKAMH KOXH, POSICb B NEPEBEHCKHX MY-
copHbix Kyuax. M Bce-taku onu Gosirca Ta6Gaku, moToMy 4TO OH 4alle
JPYrux 3Bepell B MKYHIVISAX GoJsieeT OELIEHCTBOM H TOTAA MeueTcs
1o Jiecy M KycaeT BCeX, KTO TOJbKO Nomapnercst emy HaBcTpeuy. laxe
TArp 6exuT M npsuercs, koraa 6ecurcs Manenbkuit Tabakn, n6o HH-
uero xyxe OEUIEHCTBA He MOXKeT IPUKJIIOUHTBCS C AMKHM 3BepeM.
Y nac oHo 30BeTCsl BOAOGOSI3HbIO, a 3BEPH HA3bIBAIOT €ro «AUBAHH» —
6CLIEHCTBO — W CRacaloTcsl OT Hero 6ercTBOM.

— Yro x, BOHAM M nocMoTpH caM,— cyxo ckasaj Oreu Boak.—
TosnbKo enbl 31ech HeT.

— Jlsis BoJiKa HeT,— cKa3aJjJ TabGakH,— HO [AJs TAKOTrOo HHUTOXKECT-
Ba, KakK f, H rojas KocTb — uUennit nup. Ham, wmakanam, He K Juuy
npuBepeIHHYaTh.

OH npokpaJsics B rayOHHy neulepbl, HalleJ OJIeHbIO KOCTb C OC-
TATKAMH MsiCAa H, OYeHb [OBOJbHHIH, ycejcs, ¢ TpPeCKOM pasrpbizas
3Ty KOCTb.

— baaropapio  3a  yroileHbe,— ckasal OH, OOGJM3bIBasACb.—
Kak kpacusbl 6aaroponuble netn! Kakue y Hux Gosblune raasa! A Bean
onu euie tak maasl! I[lpaBna, npasaa, mMHe Gbl CJefOBajJO HOMHHTD,
uTO LlapcKue [eTH C CaMBIX NepBLIX IHEH yxKe B3pocJble.

A Benb TaGaku 3HaJ He XyXKe BCSKOTO APYroro, 4To HET HUYEro onac-
Hee, KaK XBaJUTb AeTeH B ryasa, U ¢ yLOBOJbCTBHEM Halb./iofal, Kak
cMyTHaHch Matb u Orely Boaku.

Ta6aku cumen mMonua, pagysicb TOMY, UTO HaKJHKaJ Ha Apyrux Gemy,
f0TOM CKa3saJ 3JI06HO:

— Hep-XaHn, Boabwmoi Turp, nepemenun mecro oxorbl. OH Gyner
BE€Cb 3TOT MeCsil, OXOTHTbCA 34echb, B ropax. Tak OH cam ckasaJ.

lllep-Xan 6bu1 TUrp, KOTOPLIA XUJ B ABAALATH MHJSX OT MeLIepHl,
y pexu BailHraHru.

— He umeer npasa!..— cepauto nHauan Oreun Bosnk.— ITo 3anony
JxyHrie#l oH He MOXeT MEeHSITb MECTO OXOThbl, HUKOrO He NpeLynpeaus.
Ou pacnyraer BciO Iu4b Ha [eCATb MHJb KPYroM, a MHE... MHE Tenepb
HAJl0 OXOTHTBbCH 323 [BOHX.

— MaTtb Henapom npossana ero Jlanrpu (Xpomoil),— CHoKoHHO
ckasana Marb Bosunna.— OH ¢ caMoro poxieHusi XpoMaeT Ha OAHY
nory. Bor nouemy oH oxoTurcs TONLKO 3a AoMaliHedl ckoTHHOH. YKu-
TeJIM cesieHni no 6eperamM BaHHraHru 3ol Ha Hero, a Tenepb OH SIBUHJCS
CI0Ofla, ¥ Y HAC HA4HeTCs TO XKe: JioAM OYAYT PHICKATb 3a HUM MO Jecy,
NCHAMATL €ro He CyMeIOT, a4 H4aM M HAllMM AeTsAM npuaercsd 6exaTb
Kylna rjlasa rastiaT, Koraa noaoxryrt rpamy. IlpaBo, nam ectb 3a uro
Gaaropaputb lllep-Xana!

-— He nepenatb au emy Bawy 6GaaropapHoctb? - cnpocua Tabaku.

-— Bon orcional — orpuisnyaca  Orenn  Boak.— Bor!  Crynait
OXOTHTbCSI CO CBOMM rocnoanHoM! [JOBOJLHO Thl HAMYTHJ CErOAHS.

-— 51 yitny,— cnokoitHo otBetna Tab6aku.— Bbl ¥ caMH CKOPO ycCJibI-
imnte rogoc llep-Xana BHH3y, B 3apocasx. HanpachHo s Tpynusics ne-
pcuaBasi BaM 3Ty HOBOCTb.



Oren, BosiK HACTOpPOXKHJ yIIM: BHM3Y B [OJIHHe, cOeraBiued K Mma-
JIEHbKOH peuke, MOCJBIIAJCA CyXOH, 3JIOOHbIH, OTPLIBHCTBIA, 3aYyHbIB-
HBIHl peB THrpa, KOTOPBIH HHUYErO He MONMal M HUCKOJBKO HE CThIAMJCH
TOTO, UYTO BCEM JKYHIJIIM 3TO H3BECTHO.

— JHypak! — ckasan Oten, Boak.— HauuHath TakuMm wymMoM HOU-
Hyto paboty! Heyxenu OH aymaer, yTo HAlIH OJNIEHH MOXOXKH HaA XKHP-
Hboix 6yiBosioB ¢ BaliHranru?

— HI-m! OH oxoruTcsl HblHYEe He 3a OYHBOJIOM M He 3a OJIeHeM,—
ckazasna Martb Bosunna.— OH OXOTHTCH 38 YeJOBEKOM.

Pes nepelen B riyxoe BopuaHde, KOToOpoe pa3flaBaloch Kax OyATO
CO BCEX CTOPOH pa3oM. DTO OLIM TOT peB, KOTOPLIA nyraer Jecopy6oB
M UbITAH, HOUYIOLHX MOA OTKPHITHIM He6OM, a HHOTAA 3aCTaBJsAT HMX
6exaTb NPsIMO B Jlallbl TUrpa. )

— 3a uenosekoM! — ckazaa Oren Bosk, ockanup 6esnbie 3y6bl.—
Pa3Be mMaso >XyKOB H JsrylleK B MpyAax, 4TO €My MOHAaL00HIOCh
eCTb YeJIOBEUHHY, Jla eille Ha Hallei 3emJje?

3akoH JIXKyHrJel, BeJeHHsI KOTOPOro BCerna Ha ueM-HHGYAb OCHO-
BaHbI, NO3BOJISIET 3BCPSIM OXOTUThCH Ha YEJOBEKA TOJBKO TOrAa, KOrAa
OHH yyaT CBOMX 1eTeHblllied yb6usatbh. llo # Torma 3Bepio HeJsb3sl
y6HBaTh uesoBeKa B TeX MeCTdX, [e OXOTHTCSi ero cras WM Ijlems.
Besen 3a y6HICTBOM uesioBeKa MOSBJAAIOTCS pPaHO WIH MO3AHO Oedble
JIOAM HA CJIOHAX, C PYXbSIMH U COTHM CMYIVIHIX JIIOAEHA € TOHramy, pa-
Ketamu U ¢dakesamu. M torna npuxoauTcs Xyno BCEM KHUTEAM AXKyH-
ryefi. A 3Bepu roBOpSAT, YTO YeJOBEK — camoe ciaaboe u GedzallUTHOE
M3 BCEX XXHMBBIX CYILECTB M TPOTATb €ro HeJOCTOiHO OXOTHHKA. Oy ro
BOPSAT TakKxKe — H 3TO NpaBla,~— YTO JIOAOefbl CO BPEMEHEM MNapiil-
BEIOT U y HUX BbINAAAIOT 3YG6HI.

BopuaHue crtano cablliiHee W 3aKOHYMJIOCH TPOMOBBLIM «A-a-al» THT-
pa, roTOBOrO K HpPBIXKKY.

[Torom paspancs Boi, HemoxoxKui Ha TurpuHsii,— Bod lllep-Xawa.

— OH npomaxHyJcsi,— ckazana Matb Bosunia.— [Touemy?

Orel, Boak ot6exXaJs Ha HECKOJIbKO IUATOB OT Tellepbl W yCabLilian
pasapakenHoe pruiuaHue lllep-XaHa, Bopouasluerocsi B Kycrax.

— Jror aypak o0xer ceGe Janbl. XBaTHJIO XKe yMa Mpburarh
B Koctep nApoBoceka! — ¢uipkHyB, ckasan Oren Boak.— W TuaGaxu
C HHUM.

— Kro-to B36Hpaercsi Ha ropy,— ckaszana Mare Bosuuua, 1e-
BeJIbHYB OJHMM yxoM.— IIpurotoBbcs.

Kyctel B wauie caerka sawypuanau, n Orel Boak npucen na sad-
HHE Jianbl, TOTOBSICh K npblKKy. M TyT, ecin 6Bl BBl HabJo4anu 33 HUM,
TO yBUIeAH Gbl caMoe yAMBUTEbHOE HA CBeT€ — KaK BOJIK OCTAHOBHJICH
Ha cepeanue npoixka. On Gpocusicsl Bnepel, ellle He BHIA, Ha uTo Gpo-
caeTcsl, a MOTOM KPYyTO OCTAHOBWJCS. BHIIJIO Tak, YTO OH OONAPhIC-
HyJ KBepXy Ha 4YeTblpe HJH NSATL (yTOB W CeJl HA TOM XKe MecTte, rje
OTOPBAJICA OT 3€MJIH.

— Yeaosek! — orpbizHyncs ou.— Yesoseunii petewnit! CmoTpu!

[IpsiMo mepen HuM, AepXKach 33 HU3KO PACTYILYIO BETKY, CTOSUI rO-
JIeHbKHUH CMyrJbli  peGeHoK, eaBa HayYMBUWIHMACA XOAMTD,—— MSATKHH.
BeCh B SIMOYKAX, KPOXOTHbIH KuBO# KoMouek. Takod KpoXoTHbiit pebe-
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HOK €lle HH pa3y He 3arjsiablBaj B BOJUbE JOMOBO HOUHON TMOPOH.
OH nocmotpes B riasa Otuy Boaky u 3acmesics.

— OT0 M eCcTb uYeJOBEUECKHH AeTeHb? — crnpocuna Matb Boa-
unua.— 1 ux nukorpa He Bupuena. [lpuHecu ero cioona.

BosK, NpHBBIKIIHA HOCHTb CBOMX BOJIYAT, MOXET, €CJIM HYXKHO, B3SATh
B 3y6bl siiillo, He pasfaBuB ero, M xors 3y6nl Otua Bosaka cTucHyaH
CHHHKY peOeHKa, Ha KOXe He OCTajoCh [aie [apanHHbl, Mocjae TOro
KdK OH TIOJIOXKUJI ero MexXIy BoJuaTamH.

— Kakoit manenbkuil! CoBcem roJibifi, a Kakoil cmenblét! — jjackoBo
ckasana Mart, Bomunua. (PebeHok nporasnkuBaJjcsi cpeld BOJYAT MO-
onuxe K rensomy Goky.) — Oii! Ou cocer Bmecte ¢ apyrumu! Tak BoT
OH Kakol, uejoBeuul gerenbiit! Hy kKorga e Bosuuua morsa noxsac-
TaThCsl, UTO CPEed €e BOJIUAT €CThb YeJOBeuWii AeTeHbIil!

— 51 cablxan, uto 370 GBIBAJO H paHblle, HO TOJbKO He B Hallel
Crae n He B Moe Bpemsi,— cka3an Oren, Bosk.— Ou coBcem 6e3Bosio-
cbiif, U A Mor Obl y6uTbL ero oanHum wuienkoMm. Ilorasiau, oH CMOTpPHT
W He 6ouTCS.

JIyHHBI cBeT noMepk B ycThe mnelepbl: OoJbliasi KBajpaTHasi ro-
gora u nueun lllep-Xana 3saropogusan Bxon. TaGakm Bu3XKaad Io-
3alld Hero:

— TocnoauH, rocnofiuH, oH BolileJ ciofa!

-— llep-XaH penaetr Ham Goabliyilo yectb,— ckazan Orten Bouk,
HO ryiasza ero 3Jo6GHO cBepkHyJH.— Uto HyxHo Ulep-Xany?

— Moo no6oiuy! YesioBeuwii aereHbill Bollea CIOfa,— cKasal
Ulep-Xan.— Ero pomutenn yGexanu. Otnaiite ero MHe.

[llep-XaH npuirHys B Koctep Aposoceka, Kak i rosopun Oten Bouk,
o6:xer cebe nanbl ¥ Tenepb Gecusicst. OpHako Orew, Bosik otsvuHo 3HaJI,
4TO BXOJ B Mellepy CJAMLIKOM y30K mJjsi turpa. Jlaxe rtam, rae Llep-
XaH cTosin ceHuac, OH He MOr 1IOLIeBEJbHYTb HH IJIeYOM, HH JamoH.
Emy 6blno 6bl TeCHO, KaK 4esoBeKy, KOTOpPbIM B3mymas Gbl IpaTbCs
B 6ouke.

— Bousku — cBoboanbi#t Hapon,— ckaszan Oreuw Bosk.— Oun cay-
walpTtesi tonbko Boxaka Crau, ‘@ He BCSIKOrO MNOJOCATOTO JIOA0EAA.
YesoBeunii feTeHbill Hail. 3aX0TUM, TaK yObeM ero W Cami.

— «3axotum, 3axotHm»! Kakoe mue neno? KusiHycb 6GyiiBosiowm,
KOTOPOTO s1 yOUsI, AOJT0 MHe elle CTOSiTh, YTKHYBLUHCb HOCOM B Ballle
coGaube JIOrOBO, H XKJAATb TOTO, YTO MHE fOJaraetcsi o npasy? JTo ro-
Bopwo 51, llep-Xan!

Pes THrpa HanonHuJ neliepy rpoMoBsiMH packatamu. Matb Bou-
unlla, CTPAXHYB C ce6sl BOJNYaT, MPLITHYJA BHepel, U ee TJjasa, Hoxo-
JKHC BO MpakKe Ha [Be 3eJleHble JyHbl, BCTPETHJINCh C TOPSILIMMH TJasa-
mu Ulep-Xara.

— A orseuaio 51, Pakwa (JlemoH): uenoseunil acTeHbi Mo#, Jlau-
rpu, n octanercss y meHsi! Ero HukTo He yObeT. On GyjeT KHUTb M OXOTHTb-
cst BMecte co Craeil u Gerath Bmecte co Craeii! Beperucs, 0XoTHHK 3a
TONLIMH AeTenblllaM#, puiboen, y6uiina jsryluek,— MpUieT BpeMsl, OH
NIVOAOTUTCA 3a ToGoH! A Tenepnh y6upalcsi BOH WJIH, KJSIHYCh OJIEHEM,
KOTOpOro s ybuna (1 He eM najajd), Thl OTNPaBHUILCA HA TOT CBeT
XPOMBIM Ha BCe YeTeipe JaMhl, najeHoe yyaulle JKyuraei! Bon orcional
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Oten. Boak cmorpesn Ha Hee B usymJjenud. OH ycnes 3abbiTh TO Bpe-
Mfl, Koraa orsocBuiBaj Matb Bosuuily B OTKpHITOM 600 C NATHIO BOJ-
KaMu, TO BpeMsi, Korga oHa Oerasa smecte co Craeili u HepapoMm HO-
cuna uposBuile «Jlemou». llep-Xan He noGossics 6b Ortna Boaka,
Ho ¢ MaTtepoio Bosukieii oH He pellaJicst CXBATHTbCA: OH 3HaJ, UTO Ile-
peBeC HA ee CTOPOHE M UTO OHA GyAeT APaThCs He HA XKH3Hb, a4 HA CMePThb.
Bopua, on mnonsTuicA Ha3am W, noyyBcTBoBaB cebsi Ha cBoGoje,
3apeBeJ:

— Ha cBoem nBope Bcsikasi cob6aka Jaer! [TocMoTpum, YTO cKaxer
Crast Hacuetr npuembilla W3 JioAckoro Iiemenu! JeteHsiul MOH, U paHo
WK MO3[IHO 1 €r0 CbeM, O Bbl, AJHHHOXBOCTbl€ BODHI!

Martb Bogauuna, Ttsxeso apiwia, 6pocusach Ha 3eMJI0  OKOJO
csoux Bosuat, 4 Oteuw Bosk ckasan efi cypoBo:

— Ha 3tor pa3 lllep-XaH rosopuT npaBpy: AeTCHbILIA Hajo 1o-
kazatb Crae. Tol Bce-Taku Xouellb OCTaBHTb cro cebe, MaTn?

— OcraButh cebe? — TsxKeno BolAs 6okaMu, ckaszana Bosmuuua.—
OH npHlUes K HaM COBCEM ToJibiii, HOUBIO, OHH, H BCe Xe OH He 6osJcs!
CMOTpH, OH yXe OTTOJKHYJ OJHOro M3 MoOUX BoJauat! DTOT XpomMoH
MACHHK yOuam 6bl ero u y6exxan nHa Baiiwrasury, a moam B OTMECTKY
pasopusu Gl Haule Joroso. OcraButh ero? [a, s ero ocraniiw. Jlexu
cMupHo, aarywonok! O Mayran — u6o Jlsiryuwionkom Mayrin a2 HasoBy
Tebsi,— NpPUAET BpeMsi, KOTAa Thl CTaHellb oxoTHTbcs 3a lllep-XaHowm,
KakK OH 0XOTH.cH 3a TOGOH.

-— Ho uto ckaxer #ama Cras? — cnpocua Oreu Bosk.

3akoH [KyHrjei#l roBOpUT O4YeHb SICHO, YTO KaXAbll BoJIK, o63ase-
Isicb ceMbell, MOXKeT NoKuHYyTh cBow Crato. Ho kak Tosbko ero Boadata
MOJAPAacCTyT M CTAHYT Ha HOTH, OH foJkeH npusectd ux Ha Coser Crau,
KoTopbil cobupaercss O6bIYHO pa3 B Mecsill, BO BpeMs NOJHOJNYHHS,
M Nnokas3aTb BceM Apyrum BoJskam. [locse storo BosuaTta MoryT Geratsb,
rie UM B3LyMaercsl, U NOKAa OHH He YOMJIM CBOEro MmepBOro OJieHs, HeT
ONpaBAaHHsl TOMY M3 B3POCJbIX BOJKOB, KOTOpLIl yObeT BoJMuoHKa. Ha-
Ka3aHue 3a 3TO — CMepTb, €CJAW TOJbKO mnodmaior y6uitny. IMomymaii
¢ MHHYTY, M Tbl caM noiiMeilb, YTO TdK U AOJKHO OHITb.

Orewn, Boaik nonoxnaj, noka ero Bosyata NOAPOCAHM H HAYaJH 110-
HeMHOry GeraTb, W B OJHY M3 Tex Houel, koraa cobupanace Cras,
noses Bcex Bosdat, Mayrau 1 Marb Bonuuuy Ha Ckany Cosera. 910
Gblna BepUIMHA XOJIMA, ycesiHHan GOJbLIMMH BaJlyHaMH, 38 KOTOPBIMH
MOIJIA YKPHITbCA Lesiasi COTHs1 BOJAKOB. Akena, GosblioH cepblil BOJIK-
OJIMHOYKa, u36paHHbil BoxakoM Bcell CTan 3a CHJYy W JIOBKOCT, JiexaJ
Ha cKaJe, pacTsiHyBLIHChL BO Becb pocT. [lol ckamnoli cuiesno copok
C JIMLIHUM BOJIKOB BCEX BO3PACTOB M MacTeH — OT celblX, Kak 6apCykw,
BETePaHOB, paclpaBJ/sABIIMXCSH B ONMHOUKY C OyHBOJIOM, IO MOJIOABIX
YepHLIX TPEXJIETOK, KOTOpble BOOOPaXaJjH, 4TO HM 3TO TOXE 104 CHIY.
Bosk-ognHouka yxke okoJsio rofa 6bla MX BoxakoM. B loHocTH OH nBa
pasa nonajajg B BOJYHI KalKaH, OAHaXAbl JIOAH ero usbuanm ¥ 6Gpo-
CHJTH, PEHINB, YTO OH U3[I0X, TAK UTO HPABH M OObIUAK JIOAeH OblJIH eMy
snakombl. Ha Ckane CoBera noutd HHKTO He pasroBapuBaJ. Bosuara
KYBBIPKAJIHCh [lOCepeMHe TIOILaKH, KDPYroM CHJEJIH HX OTIlbl H Ma-
Tepu. BpeMsi oT BpeMeHH OAMH M3 B3DOCJbIX BOJKOB MNOAHHUMAJICS He-
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TOPOMJKBO, MOAXONHJ K KaKOMY-HHOYIb BOJYOHKY, APHCTAJbHO CMOT-
pesl Ha Hero W BO3Bpaillajicsl Ha cBoe mecTo, Gecwwymuo crynas. Muoraa
MaTh BHITAJKHBAJa CBOEro BOJYOHKA B [0JIOCY JYHHOTO cBeTa, 00siCh,
yTO €ro He 3aMeTsiT. Akesa B3bIBaJ CO CBOEH CKaJbl:

— 3akon Bam Hu3BecTeH, 3akoH Bam Hu3BecteH! CmoTpHTe Xe,
0 BOJIKH!

W 3a6oTsMBble MaTepu NMOAXBATHIBAJHU:

— CMOTpHTE XKe, CMOTPHTE XOPOILIE€HBKO, O BOJIKH!

HakoHen — 1 Martb BoJsuuna Bcsi olleTHHUsach, Koraa noaowa
ux ouepenb,— Orteny BoJik BbITOMIKHYJ Ha cepejuHy Kpyra JIsirylloH-
Ka Mayrau. YceBwuch Ha 3emyo, Mayriu 3acMmesiicsi M CTaJ Hrpath
KamellKaMHu, 6JecTeBIIHMH B JYHHOM CBeTe.

Axkesna HU pa3y He MOJHSJ TOJIOBbI, JeXaBllell Ha NepejHHX Janax,
TOJILKO BpeMsi OT BPEMEHH BCE TaK »Ke MOBTOPSI:

— CwMmorpHTe, 0 BOJKH!

I'ayxoil peB noHecess u3-3a ckaJjbl — rojoc Hlep-Xana:

— Herenniwr mo#i! Otpafite ero mue! 3auem CsoboxHomy Hapoay
YyesoBeYHH JleTeHbIL?

Ho Axkena naxe yxom He noses. OH CKa3aJ TOJBKO:

— Cwortpute, o Boaku! 3auem CpobosHomy Haponmy caywarb uy-
Kux? CMOTpHTE XOPOLIEHEKO!

Boski riyxo 3apbluaju XOpoM, W OIWH H3 MOJIOABIX HeTbIpeXJeToK
B otBeT Akese nosropua Bomnpoc Ulep-Xana:

— 3auem Cpob6onHoMmy Hapony uenoBeunil pereHbiiu?

A 3axoH IXKyHrJjed roBOpPUT, 4TO €CJAH MOJHUMETCS CMOp O TOM
MOXXHO JIM NpPHHATbL JeTeHbllia B Cralo, B €ro nojb3y AOJIKHB BbICKA-
3aTbCsl MO Kpa¥fiHell mMepe nBa Bosika M3 CTau, HO He OTeLl H He MaThb.

— Kro 32 storo perenbiia? — crnpocus Akena.— Kro n3 CeoGon-
Horo Hapona xouer roBoputn?

Otsera He Gblio, ¥ Matb Bosmuniia mpurotosusnacb K Golo, KOTO-
pHif, Kak oHa 3Haja, O6yneT NJs1 Hee TMOCJELHUM, €CJd Jeno HNoHAeT
0 APAKH.

Tyt noausiicsa Ha 3afHWe Janbl W 3aBopyas €NMHCTBEHHbIH 3Bepb
Lpyrod mnopofel, Kotoporo ponyckaior Ha Coser Crtau,— Baay, Je-
HuBbI Oypbiii MenBelb, KOTOpbH ofydaer Bosuyat 3akoHy JlxyHrued,
crapuk bajy, KoTopbli Moxer 6ponuTh, I'le €My B3AYyMaercsi, NOTOMY
4YTO OH €CT OAHH TOJIbKO OpeXH, Mell M KOpeHbs.

— UYenoseuni gerenblw? Hy uto Ke,— ckasan oOH,— A 3a Jere-
Hblwa. OH HHUKOMY He npuHeceT Bpena. 51 He mMacTtep rOBOPHTb, HO To-
Bopio npasay. Ilycts oH Geraer co Craeii. JlaBaliTe npumeM Jerte-
Hbllla BMecTe ¢ APYrHMHU. 51 cam 6yday yuuTb ero.

— Hawm HyxeH ewe kro-HuGynab,— cKasan Axenaa.— Bajy ckasan
CBOE CJIOBO, @ Bellb OH yuMTesb Hauux BoJsuyat. Kro ewe Gyner ro-
BOpHUTb, Kpome Bany?

UepHasi TeHb Jiersa nocpead kpyra. drto Obia Barupa, uepHas
MaHTepa, YepHas BCS CIVIOLb, Kak YepHWJA, HO C OTMETHHaMH, KoTo-
pble, KaK y BCex MaHTep, BHAHBI HA CBETY TOUHO JierkHil y3op Ha Myape'.

! Myap — LUJeJIKOBasi TKahlb C BOJ'[HO()GpaSHbIM OTJIHBOM PA3JIHYHLIX OTTEHKOB.
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Bece B JuKyHryIsix 3Haju Barupy, u HUKTO He 3axoTes Obl CTAHOBHThCS
el monepek JoporH, 60 OHa Oblna XWTpa, Kak TabGaku, OTBaXxHa,
Kak AMKeE OyHBoJs, W OeccTpaliHa, KakK paHeHbIlt cJoH. 3aTo roJoc
y Hee Obl1 clafoK, Kak AMKMH Mel, KanaollWi ¢ JgepeBa, a LIKypa
MSITUe TyXa.

— O Akena, u T, CBoGonubii Hapon,— npomypJbikaia oHa,—
B BallleM coOpallMH y MeHsl HeT HHKAKHX npaB, HO 3akoH [XyHr:ei
TOBOPHT, UTO ec/IH Ha4YMHaeTCsl CNOp H3-3a HOBOrO AeTeHblilla, XXKHU3Hb
3TOro JAeTeHblllla MOXKHO BbIKYNHTb. M1 B 3akoHe He roBOpHTCS, KOMY
MOJKHO, @ KOMY HeJIb3sl MJIATHTb 3TOT BbIKym. [Ipaepa sn 310?

— Tak! Tak! — 3akpuuajgu Mosiofble BOJIKH, KOTOpble BCCTLAd [O-
aonubl.— Cnywafiite Barupy! 3a nerTeHblllla MOXHO B3ATh BLIKYI.
Takos 3akoH.

— 51 3nato, uTO He HWMel mMpaBa FOBOPUTb 3/eCh, H MPOLY Yy BAC
NO3BOJIEHHSI.

— Taxk roBopu xe! — 3akpuyaJjlo ABaalaTb roJOCOB PasoM.

— CrbipHo y6uBaTh Ge3BoJocoro AeTeHblila. Kpome Toro, oH Cra-
HeT OTJHYHOH 3a6asoil AJf Bac, Koraa noapacrer. bBany 3amonnui
3a Hero ¢J10BO. A s1 K ciioBy Bany npu6asiio 6yiBosa, XKHPHOTO, TOJALKO
uto yOHToro Oy#BoJia, BCero B MOJYMHJE OTCIOAA, €CJH Bbl NpPHMETe
yejoBeubero jetenbima B Cralo, kak mnoJaraercd no 3akoHy. Passe
3TO TakK TPyAHO?

TyT noausncsa wym, W QecsITKH FOJIOCOB 3aKPHYaJH pa3oM:

— Uro 3a 6ena? OH ymper BO BpeMsi 3uMHHX foxaei. Ero coxxer
cojuue. Yro Moxer HaMm chenaTb roJbift ssrymwonok? I[lycts Geraer
co Craefl. A rae 6yiiBos1, Barupa? [lasaiite npumeM aererbliial

Mayrayu no-npexkHemy urpaji KamellKaMd H HE BHIEJ], KaK BOJKH
OJMH 3a ADYTHM I[OAXOLMJIH W ocMaTpuBaju ero. HakoHeu Bce oHu
ylu ¢ xoima 3a y6uteiM GyHBOJIOM, M OcTa/HCh Tosabko Akena, Ba-
rupa, Bany u cembst Jlarywounka Mayrau. llep-Xan Bce elile pesen B
TEMHOTE — OH OUCHb paccepauJics, uTo Mayryin He OTAAJ/H eMmy.

— JHa, na, pesu rpomue! — ckazana barupa ce6e B ycbl.— [lpu-
IeT BpeMsl, KOILa 3TOT TOJIbILUOHOK 3acTaBUT TeOst peBeTb Ha Jpyrou
Jlaj, UM 51 HHYero He CMbICIIO B JIOASX.

— Xopouwo mbl caenanu! — ckazan Akena.— Jliogu u ux jger:-
HBILIK oueHb yMHbI. Korna-uu6yab OH cTaHeT HaM MOMOLIHHKOM.

— Jla, NnOMOLIHHKOM B TPyIHOe BpeMsi, HOO HHKTO HE MOXET ObITb
Boxkakom Crau BeuHo,— ckasasa barupa.

Akena nudero He orsetus. OH AymaJs o TOH [Ope, KOTOpast HACTAeT
s Kaxgoro Boxaka Crau, KOrfa cujia yXOoQHT OT Hero majio-nomadgy.
Boaku y6HBaloT ero, Koraa OH COBCeM ocjabeeT, a Ha ero MecTo CcTa-
HOBHTCSl HOBBIHl BOXaK, UTOObl CO BPeMeHeM TOXe OblTb YGHTHIM.

— Bosbmu getenbina,— ckazan on Oruny Bosaky,—u Bocnurta#
ero, Kak nojao0aer BocnuThiBaTh cbiHoBeli CeoGonxoro Hapoaa.

Tak Jlarywounok Mayrau 6b1 npuusit B Cuonuiickyrw Crawo —
3a GyiiBona U nob6poe cioso bany.

Tenepb BaM NpHOETCA NPONYCTHUTb LEJNbIX NeCATb HJIH OAHHHAALATb
JIET W pa3Be TOJbKO [0raabiBatbCd O TOM, KaKyl0 YIHBHTEJNbHYIO

11



KH3Hb BeJl Mayriu cpeau BOJIKOB, 1I0TOMY 4TO €CJH O He#l HamHcaTb
noapo6HO, BhHILJIO Obl MHOro-mHoro Kuur. OH poc BMecTe C BOJ'Ia-
TaMH, XOTsl OHM, KOHEYHO, CTaJli B3POCJBIMH BOJIKAMH TOpa3io PaHb-
e, 4eM OH Bblllesn M3 MJafeHdeckux Jger, ¥ Oreu Bosk yuun ero
CBOEMY peMec/y H OGDLACHSIT BCE, YTO NPOHCXOAMT B MXKYHNAX. M no-
TOMY Kax[blii WOPOX B TPaBe, KaXJ0e JYHOBEHHE TEIJIOTO HOYHOro
BETEPKa, KaXIbIH KDPIK COBbl HaJl TOJOBOH, KaX[10€ NBHKEHHE JjeTyuedl
MblllK, Ha JeTy 3allenuBIUcHCcS KOTOTKaMH 32 BETKY JepeBa, KaXKAablfi
BCILICCK MaJleHbKOH pbl6KH B IPYAY OUeHb MHOrO 3Hauuju aas Mayriu.
Korna on HHueMmy He yuHJICsl, OH ApemaJl, CUIsl HA COJIHLE, eJ K ONsATb
3acwinag. Korma emy 6biBasio Kapko H XOTeJOChb OCBEXUTbHCS, OH MJa-
BaJl B JIeCHBIX 03epax; a Korga eMmy xorejocb meay (ot Baay ou ysHas,
UTO MeJl M OPeXH TakK e BKYCHbI, KaK M Cblpoe MsICO), OH Jie3 32 HHUM Ha
aepeso — barupa nokasasna emy, Kak 3to nenaercsi. barupa pacrsru-
BaJjlachb Ha CYKy W 3BaJja:

— Wpu ciona, Manenbkuit Bpar!

Cuavana Mayrin menJsiicst 3a Cyubsi, KaK 3BepeK-JIeHHBeL, a [0-
TOM HAYYMJICA NPHIraTh C BETKH HA BETKY MOUTH TakK e CMeJo, Kak ce-
pas obesbsina. Ha Ckane Coserta, xorga cobupanace Crasi, y Hero
ToXe OblIo cBoe MecTo. TaM OH 3aMmeTJs, YTO HM OAHH BOJK He MO-
JKET BblAepkKaTb ero NpHCTaJblibid B3MMIAL M ONyCKaeT TIJja3a nepej
HUM, U Torja, 3a6aBbl pajH, OH CTaJ NMPUCTAJbHO CMOTPeTh Ha BOJIKOB.
CayuaJsiocb, OH BBITACKHBAJ CBOMM [APY3bsiM 3aHO3bl M3 Jall — BOJKH
OU€Hb CTPAAAIOT OT KOJIIOUEK H penbeB, KOTOpble BNHBAIOTCA B MX LIKY-
py. Ilo Houam oH cmyckaJjicst ¢ XOJIMOB Ha BO3[€JIaHHbIE MOJSA U C JIO-
6OnbITCTBOM CJIeAMJ 32 JIOJbMH B XHXXHHAX, HO He YyBCTBOBAJ K HHUM
nosepusi. Barupa mnokasana emy KBaApaTHbl SILUMK CO CHOYCKHOR
IBepued, TaK HCKYCHO CHpsITaHHBIl B u4alle, 4to Mayrid cam enBa
He IomaJl B Hero, ¥ ckasaJa, YTo 3TO JioByliKa. BoJsbliue Bcero oH Jio-
6un yxoautb ¢ bBarupoii B Temuylo, xkapkylo ray6GuHy Jieca, 3achinaTtb
Tam Ha BeCb JleHb, a HOYbIO MISIAETb, KaK oXoTuTcs bBarupa. OHa y6u-
BaJjla HanpaBo M HaJeBo, Koraa ObiBajia rojoaHa. Tak ke mocrynan H
Mayrau. Ho Korma Mmanbuvk rnompoc M CcTaja BCe NoHMMaTh, barupa
CKasajia eMy, uTOo6bl OH He CMeJN TPOraTh AOMALLHIO CKOTHHY, NOTO-
My 4TO 3a Hero 3amJjaTu/y Beikyn Crtae, y6us GyiiBoJa.

— Bce mxyurnu tBou,— rosopuna barupa.— Tl Mmoxellb oxo-
THTbCA 3a JIIOOOH Ouublo, Kakasi tebe no cujiam, HO paau Toro OyH-
BOJIA, KOTOPbIH BBIKYNHJ TeOsi, Thl He AOJKEH TPOraTh HHKAKYIO CKO-
THHY, HH MOJIOAYIO, HH cTapylo. Takos 3akon JlxkyHraei.

M Mayrnn nosuHoBaJsica GecrnpeKoCJIOBHO.

O poc W poc — CHJIbHLIM, KAKHM H JOJIKEH PAacTH MaJbyuK,
KOTOPbIH MHMMOXOJOM YUHTCSI BCEMY, YTO HYXHO 3HATb, Aaxe He
Jlymasi, 4TO yuuTcsl, H 3a00THTCH TOJbKO O TOM, 4YTOObI AOGHITb
cebe eny.

Martb Bosuuua ckasana emy omnHaxabl, uto lllep-XaHy Henb3s no-
BEPSITb M UYTO KOTAa-HHOynp emy npupercst y6utbh lllep-Xana. Bouuo-
HOK HH Ha MHHYTY He 3a0bl1 Gbl MPo 3TOT coBeT, a Mayrau 3a6bu1, no-
TOMY 4TO OblJl BCEro-HaBCEro MaJibuHK, XOTb U Ha3BaJs Obl ce6s BOJIKOM,
eciu 0 ymes rOBOPHTb HA YeJIOBEUECKOM SI3bIKE.
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B xyurasx lllep-XaH NOCTOSIHHO CTAHOBHMJICS eMYy MoNepek Lo-
poru, notoMy uto Akesa Bce Apsixsies U caabesi, a XpoMOiH THI'P 3a 3TO
BpeMsl ycneJs cBeCTH APYXKG6Y ¢ mosonbimMu Bosikamu Cuouuiickoit Craw.
OHH XOAMJIH 3a HHM MO NATaM, NOXHAasCb 0GbeNKOB, uero Akena He
LOMYCTHJI 6bl, ecid Obl No-cTapoMy mnoJgb3osaJjcs Baactbio. A Illep-
XaH JIbCTHJI BOJUATAM: OH YNMBJSJCH, KaK 3TO TaKHe CMeJbie MOJO-
Ible OXOTHHKH MO3BOJIIIOT KOMaHLOBaTb cOOOH M3IbIXaIOLEMY BOJIKY
W uesJOBEYECKOMY geTeHbilly. «$1 cabixan,— rosapusan llep-Xan,—
6ynto Ha CoseTe BBl He CMeeTe NOCMOTpeTb eMy B ryasa». M mononme
BOJIKH 3JI06HO pbl4ajli M OLIETHHHUBAJHCh.

Barupe, KoTopasi Bce BHIena W Bce ciabillaja, OblIO H3BECTHO Koe-
4YTO Ha 3TOT CYeT, H HECKOJbKO pa3 OHa NpsMo ropopuja Mayriu, uto
Illep-Xan y6ber ero korma-Hu6yap. Ho Mayraum Tosbko cMesyics
H oTBeval:

— ¥ mens ectb Cras, u y MeHst ectb Thl. [la v Bany, kak on uu Je-
HHB, MOXET pall MeHsl XBaTHTb KOro-HuOyab Janod. Yero xe mHe
60SITbCS?

Bl oueHb Kapkuil LeHb, KOrja HOBasi MbiCIb NpHLLIA B TOJIOBY
Baryupe,— no/xHO 6biTb, OHa ycablllana uyrto-Hu6ynb. Moxer ObITH,
el roBopua 06 3ToM AHMkoOpa3 Caxu, HO Kak-TO pa3, Korlla OHM 3a-
6panuck Bmecte ¢ Mayrau ray6oko B ually Jeca U MaJibiHK yJercs,
MONOXKHUB TOJIOBY Ha KPAaCHBYIO YepHYIO CIIHHY MaHTepbl, OHa CcKa-
3ana emy:

— Maunenbkuii Bpar, ckosabko pa3 si rosopusaa TeGe, uto Lllep-
XaH TBOH Bpar?

— CTOJbKO pas, CKOJIbKO OpexoB Ha 3Toifl najbMe,— OTBeTH]I Ma-
yTJIH, KOTOpBIH, caMo coGoH pa3ymeeTcsi, He ymes cuutaTb.— Hy, H uto
u3 storo? Mue xouercsi cnatb, barupa, a Ilep-Xan — ato Bcero-Ha-
BCEro JJIMHHBIH XBOCT Aa TpOMKHH roJsioc, Bpoje naBivHa Mopa.

— Ceiluac He Bpems cnatb!.. Bany ato sHaer, 3Halw s, 3HaeT Bes
Cras, 3Haer paxe raynbli-raynbiii onedb. M Tabaku Tebe 3T0 roso-
pHJ TOXe.

— Xo-xo0! — ckazan Mayran.— Ta6aku NMpPUXOAHJ KO MHE HELaBHO
C KAKHUMH-TO Iep30CTSIMH, FOBOPHJ, 4TO 1 6e3BOJOCHIH LEHOK, He YMelo
Jla)ke BbIKaNblBATb 3€MJISIHbIE OpeXH, HO 51 er0 NoHMas 3a XBOCT M CTYK-
HyJl pa3vkKa ABa O naJjbMy, 4To6Gbl OH BeJ ceOsi MOBEXKJHBEE.

— Tot cpenan raynoctb: Ta6aku XOTb W CMYyTbsH, HO 3HAaeT MHOTO
Takoro, uro npsiMo Tebs kKacaercsi. OTKpo#t rsiaza, MaJseHbkuit Bpart.
[llep-XaH He cmeeT y6uTh Te6si B IKYHIJISIX, HO HEe 3a6biBail, uto Akena
oueHb ctap. CKOpo HacTaHeT [eHb, KOTAA OH He CMOXKeT YGHTb GYyHBO-
Ja, ¥ Toria yxe He GyneT BoxKakoM. Te BOJIKHM, 4TO BHAEJH Tebs Ha
CkaJne CoBeTa, TOXE€ COCTAPHJIHCb, 2 MOJIOABIM XPOMOH THTP BHYILLUHJI,
4TO YesioBeUbeMYy JeTeHbilly He mecto B Bousubeil Crae. [Ipofiper He-
MHOTO BpEMEHH, H Tbl CTaHelllb YeJOBEKOM.

— A uto Takoe uenosek? Paspe emy Henb3si 6eraTb CO CBOMUMH
OpaTbsiMH? — cnpocua Mayrau.— 51 poauscs B AXKYHMIIAX, 51 cayluaJjcs
3akoHa [IKyHrJjell, 1 HeT HH ojgHoro Boska B Crae, y KOTOpPOro i He
BbiTAallU] Obl 3aHO3bl. Bece oHM — mon Gpatbsl

Barupa BuiTsiHysnach BO Bech POCT M 3aKpbija IJasa.
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— Maunenbku#t Bpateu,— ckasana oHa,— nowiynad y MeHsl IIOJ
4eJII0CThIO.

MayrJau NpoTsiHy/ CBOIO CHJIBHYIO CMYIVIYIO PYKYy H Ha LIEJIKOBHC-
toil wwee Baruphl, Tam, rae nox GJecTsiiiell WEPCTbIO IepeKaThiBAIOTCS
rpoMajtble MYCKyJbl, HAlllynaJ MaJieHbKYIO JIbICHHKY.

— Hukro B HXKYHIVISIX He 3HaeT, uTo si, Barupa, Houly 3Ty OTMe-
THHY — cyiefl owelHuka. OQHako s1 poausach cpeau Jiojed, MaseHb-
Kuit Bpar, cpean Jonelt ymepsaa Mosi MaTb — B 3BEPHHLE KOPOJIEBCKO-
ro nsopua B Ypaiinype. [lotomy st u 3ansatuia 3a Te6s BbIKYN Ha
CoserTe, Korza Thl 6bla ellle MaJleHbKHM TOJIbIM AeTeHbilleM. [la, 1 Toxe
ponuaach cpend goneil. Cmosony st He Buaena JIKyHrieid. MeHst Kop-
MHJIH 32 DelleTKOH, H3 XKeJIe3HOH MHCKH, HO BOT OJNHAX[bl HOUBIO §1 MO-
yyBCcTBOBaJsa, 4YTOo 51 — barupa, naHtepa, a He WrpylLiKa 4eJOBeKa.
OpnuM ypapoM Jianmel si cjoMasa 3TOT MIynbldl 3aMOK W y6Gexala.
M orrToro, 4To MHe H3BECTHBI JIIOACKHE 1IOBALKH, B IUKYHIJISIX MeHs 6o-
Atca Goablue, yem lllep-Xaua. Pa3sse 3to nenpasna?

— Jla,— cka3an Mayrau,— Bce IKyHIu Oositcsi Barupsl, Bce,
Kpome Mayrau.

— O, Tbl — uenoBeunii jJeTeHbilll,— CKasaja 4YepHasi naHTepa
oueHb HeXXHO.— M Kak 51 BepHyJlacb B CBOH JXKYHIVIH, TAK H Thbl LOJIKCH
B KOHLe KOHUOB BEpPHYTbCHl K JIOAAM, K CBOHM 6paTbsiM, €CJIH TOJBKO
Te6s1 He ybbior Ha Cosere.

— Ho 3auem komy-To y6uBaTb MeHsi? — cnpocua Mayriu.

— Barasinu Ha Menst,— ckasana Barupa.

W Mayrain npucraiabHo nocmoTpen el B riasa.

Bonbluasi nauTepa He BblAep:Kaja W OTBEpPHYJACH.

— Bor 3auem,— cka3asna oHa, W JIMCTbsl 3allypliajd NOAL ee Ja-
noit.— [laxxe s1 He Mory cmoTperb Tefe B IJasza, a Beib 51 POAMJIACDH
cpeau yoneit W 060 Tebst, Manewbkuih Bpar. pyrue Tebsi HeHa-
BHIAT 32 TO, YTO HE MOTYT BblAep¥KaTb TBOH B3IJsA, 32 TO, YTO Thl
yMeH, 3a TO, 4TO Thi BbITACKHBaellb HM 3aHO3bl M3 Jal,— 3a TO,
YTO THl UYeJIOBEK.

— $1 Huyero 3TOro He 3HaJj,— yrpioMo npomosiBHa Mayriu u Ha-
XMYPHJ TycTbie YepHble GPOBH.

— Uto rosoputr 3akon [Ixyurned? CHauana yaapb, MOTOM I10-
nNasah rosoc. Ilo onHOH TBOeH GecrneyHOCTH OHM Y3HAIOT B Tebe 4yeJio-
Beka. Bynb ke Gsaropasymen. Cepaue ropopuT MHe, uto ecau Akesa
NPOMaxHeTCs Ha clefylollell 0XoTe — a eMy C KaXXAblM Pa3oM CTaHo-
BHTCSl BCE TpPyNHee W TpyldHee yGHBaTb,— BOJIKH TepecTaHyT CJylWaTb
ero u Te6si. Ouu cobepyt Ha Ckane Cosera Hapon [l:xkyHraeil, v Toraa...
toraa... $1 3naw, uto menath! — KpukHyJa barupa, sckakusas.— Cry-
naii ckopee BHHM3, B MAOJHHY, B XHXHHBl Jlofefl, W NOCTaHb y HHX
Kpachbiit LleTok. ¥ Te6sti GyneT Toriga COW3HHK CHJbHEe MeHs, H
Baay, u tex Boakos Crau, Koropble mo6sT Te6si. Jocraub Kpac-
b1l Lletok!

Kpacubim LlgeTkom Barupa HasbiBajia OroHb, MOTOMY UYTO HH OAHMH
3Bepb B JUKYHIJISIX He HA30BeT OrOHb €ro HacTosllUUM HMeHeM. Bce
3BEpPH CMepPTeNbHO GOSITCS OTHS M NPHAYMbIBAIOT COTHH HMEH, JIHIb Obl
He Ha3blBaTb €ro MpsiMo.
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— Kpacuoiii LlBeTok? — ckazan Mayriu.— OH pacTeT nepen Xu-
XKHHAMH B CyMepKH. 51 ero mocrany.

— Bort 370 roBopuT uesoBeunil nereHbilll! — ¢ TOPAOCTBIO CKasaJa
Barupa.— He 3a6yab, 4TO 3TOT LBETOK pacTeT B MaJIeHbKHX TFOpLUKaX.
Ho6ynb e ero nockopee U AepxH npH cebe, MoKa OH He NOHaJOGHTCA.

— Xopouwo! — ckazan Mayrau.— $1 uny. Ho ysepena su Tbi, 0 Most
Barupa,— oH 06BHJI pYKOH ee BEJHKOJENMHYIO LIEK W 3arjsiHyJ ray6o-
KO B OoJblive rjasa,— yBepeHa JIH Tbl, UYTO BCE 3TO MNPOLENKH
Ulep-Xana?

— Jla, KAsiHYyCb CJOMAHHBIM 32MKOM, KOTOPbIH OCBOGOLMJ MEHs,
Maunenbkuil Bpar!

— Torpa kasiHycb GyHBOJIOM, BBIKYNHBIUMM MeHsl, sl 3amiady 3a
sto llep-Xany crnosHa, a MoxeT GbiTh, U C JHXBOH,— ckazana Mayriu
M yMuaJicsl Npodb.

«Bot uenosek! B 3Ttom BHIeH dYesioBek,— cKa3ajsa camoi cebe Ba-
rupa, ykaapbiBasich cHoBa.— O lllep-XaH, He B mo6pHIH 4yac B3myma-
Jocb Te6e MOOXOTHTbCA 3a JIAryLIOHKOM HecsiThb JieT Haszan!»

A Mayrau 6bla1 yxKe najeko-gaJjeko B Jjecy. OH GexaJs co BceXx HOT,
u cepaue B HeMm ropesio. JloGexas [0 neliepbl, KOrga y»Ke JIOXHJCS
BEUEpPHHH TyMaH, OH OCTAHOBMJICS TIEPEBECTH JblXaHHe H MOCMOTpes
BHHM3, B JoJHHY. Bonuat He 6bl10 noma, Ho Matb Bosuuua no pblxa-
HHIO cBoero JIAryuwOHKa MOHsJA, YTO OH YEeM-TO B3BOJIHOBAH.

— UYto cayunsioch ChIHOK? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— [lep-XaH pa3HOCHT CIJIETHH, KaK JeTydasi Mbillb,— OTO3BaJ-
csl OH.— J1 oXouycb HbIHYE Ha BCHAXaHHBIX MOJSX.

W on 6pocusicsi BHH3, Yepe3 KyCThl, K PeKe Ha [HEe AOJHHbI, HO Cpasy
OCTaHOBMJICA, ycabliaB Bo#l oxotsilefics Cran. OH ycablluag U CTOH
3aTHAHHOTO OJieHs] W (PbIpKaHbe, KOrja OJieHb MOBEpHYJCS IS 3alliu-
Tol. TloTomM paspasnoch 3706HOE, OXKECTOUEHHOE TSBKAHbE MOJOABIX
BOJIKOB: '

— Axena! Akena! Tlyckall BOJNK-OOMHOYKA [OKaXKeT CBOK CHJy!
Hopory Boxaky Cran! I[lpbiraii, Akena!

JLOoJKHO ObITb, BOJK-OLHHOUKA MNPBIFHYJ U NPOMaXHYJCH, MOTOMY
uto Mayrau ycablliag LlejKaHbe ero 3y60B M KODOTKHH BH3T, KOria
oJieHb clIM6G AKeJly ¢ HOT MepeHHM KOMBITOM.

Mayrsin He crasn noxupaTtbesi, a Gpocuicsi Gerom Brnepen. Ckopo
HayaJiuchb 3acesiHHble NOJis, Tle XXHUJH JIOAH, U BOH NO3ajM HEro CJbl-
waJicst Bce ciabed M cnabeft, rayllle H riylle.

— barupa rosopuna npaspy,— npoluentas oOH, 3albiXafcb, H
CBepHyJcsi KJIyGKOM Ha Kyde TpaBbl MOL OKHOM XHXKHHBL.— 3aBTpa
pelLIHTeNbHbIA NeHb H [Js1 MeHsl M [Js1 AKeJbl.

[Torom, mpuaBiuKCcb JHLOM K OKHy, OH CTa/J CMOTPeTb Ha OrOHb
B ouare. OH Bu/es, KaK »eHa naxapsi BCTaBaja HOYbIO H MOLKJIA-
IblBaJjia B OrOHb KaKHe-TO YepHble KYCKH, a KOTJa HacTaJjo YTPO H Han
3eMJied MNOMOJI3 XOJOJAHbIH Oesbil TyMaH, OH yBHIEN, KaK peGeHOK B35
OMJIETEHHbI/l TOPLIOK, BBbIJIOXKEHHBIH H3HYTPH TJIMHOH, HANOJHHI ero
YOJISIMH M, HaKpblB OJEefJIOM, TOLles] KOPMHTb CKOTHHY B XJIEBY.

— Toabko u Bcero? — ckazan Mayrau.— Eciu na)ke [peTeHbIL
3TO yMeeT, TO GOATbCS Heuero.
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W ou nosepHysn 3a yros, HaBCTpeuy MaJlbUMKy, BBIXBATHJ TOp-
LIOK Y HETO M3 PYK M CKPbLICS B TyMaHe, a MaJbUMK 3amiiakaJj oT Hchyra.

— Jliogu oyeHb MOXOXHM Ha MeHsi,— ckasaj Mayrau, pasayBas
YIJIM, KaK 3TO OesaJjia »KeHLlWHa.— Eciu ero He KOpMHTb, OH yMpeT.—
M Mayrau HabGpocas BeTOK H CyXOi KOPbl Ha KpacHble YIJIH.

Ha nonosuHe poporu B ropy oH BcTperns Barupy. YTpenHsis poca
6nectena Ha ee LIKYpe, KaK JIYHHBIC KaMHHU.

— Akena npomaxnyJicsi,— ckasaja emy naHtepa.— Onn y6uIH
6bl ero BYepa HOYbIO, HO MM HyXeH ewle W Tol. OHHM wHcKaau Tebs
Ha XoJMe.

— 5 6bln1 Ha Bcnaxausbix nosasix. S roroe. Cmotpu! — Mayriu
MOAHAJ HaJ roJOBOH TOPUIOK C YIJISIMH.

— Xopomwo! Bor 4To: st BHAeAa, Kak JIOAH CYIOT Tyla CyXyIO BeTKy,
u Ha ee KoHle pacupetact Kpacubiii Llpetok. Tbl He Gouuibesi?

— Hert! Yero mHue Gositbesi? Tenepb $ MPHIOMHHAIO, €CJH TOJIbKO
3TO HE COH: KOTHa s elle He Gbl1 BOJKOM, 51 yacTo JiexaJs posse Kpac-
Horo LlgeTka, 1 MHe GblJO XOpPOLIO H TEMNJO.

Becb 3tor geHb Mayrau nposen B neuiepe: OH cTeper ropLlok ¢ Or-
HEM H COBaJl B HEro Cyxve BeTKH, npobys, uto noayuutcs. OH Halles
TaKyl BeTKYy, KOTOPOil OCTaJicsi [LOBOJ€H, M BeuepoM, Koria Tabaku
nofoles K Iellepe ¥ o4eHb rpy6o ckasas, 4ro Mayraum TpelyloT Ha
Ckany CoBera, OH 3acMesiicst ¥ cMesicsl Tak joqro, uro Tabaku yb6e-
xkan. Torna Mayrau ornpasuicst Ha CoBeT, Bce elle cMesiCh.

Akena, BOJIK-OQMHOUKA, JexaJs BO3Je CBOEH CKajbl B 3HaK TOrO,
uro Mecto Boxkaka Crau cBoGoauo, a llep-Xan co csopo#t cBoux
NPHXBOCTHEH pa3rysiuBaJ B3al U Bnepel, SBHO noJblleHHbd. bBarupa
Jexasna psigoMm ¢ Mayrau, a Mayriu gepKaa MeXAy KoJieH FOpLUOK
¢ yrasmu. Koraa sce cobpanuch, lep-XaHn Hauasn roBopuThb, Ha UTO
OH HHKOraa 6bl He OTBaXKHJICsA, Oyab Akesa B pacusere CHJI.

— Ou He nmeer npasa! — wenuyia Barupa.— Tak u ckaxu. On
co6aunii CblH, OH HCIyraercs.

Mayray BCKOUYMJ Ha HOTH.

— Cpo6opubiii Hapon! — kpukuyn ou.— Passe lllep-Xau Boxak
Crau? Pa3sBe TUrp MOXeT GbIThb HALIHM BOXaKOM?

— Benb MecTo BOXAKa ellle He 3aHATO, a MEHA MPOCHIH T[OBO-
puThb...— Hauaa Wlep-XaHn.

— Kro Tebs mpocun? — ckazan Mayrau.— Heyxenn mbl Bce 1la-
KaJibl, 4TOGbl NpecMbiKaTbcA Mepel 3THM MsicHHkoM? Crasi cama Bhbi-
6eper BOXKAKa, 3TO YyXKHX He Kacaercs.

Paspanuce Kpuku:

— Mouun, yenopeuuil geTeHbiIu!

— Hert, nyckait rosopur! On cobumopan Haw 3akon!

W HakoHel cTapuKH Npopbluau:

— TIlycka#t rosoputr Meprsbiii Bosk!

Korna Boxak Crau ynyctut cBow A00bluy, ero HasbiBaloT Mept-
BbIM Bosikom 1o camoii cMepTH, KOTOPOH He MPHUXOLMTCS LOJITO XKAATb.

Akena HexXoTsi MOAHSI CELyIO FOJIOBY:

— CoGoanbli Hapon u Bbl, wakans llep-Xana! lsenanuats Jet
51 BOJMJI BAC HA OXOTY H C OXOTbl, H 32 3TO BPeMsl HH OJHMH H3 BacC He
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nonaJj B KankaH H He Obl1 KMcKaJieyeH. A Temepb st npomaxuyJcsi. Bul
3HaeTe, KaK 3T0 6blN0 MOACTPOCHO. Bbl 3HaeTe, UTO MHe MOJABEJH CBe-
JKEro OJIeHs, ISl TOro YTOObl MOsl cJaboCTb cTazna siBHOH. DTO ObLIO
JIOBKO cpiesiaHo. Bot BnipaBe y6utbh mMeHs 3znech, Ha CkaJse Cosera. U no-
TOMY i CnpallMBalOo: KTO H3 BAC NOHAET W MPUKOHUHT BOJIKA-ONMHOY-
ky? ITo 3akony JlkyHriell s1 umelo npaBo Tpe6oBaTh, UTOGBl BbI MOA-
XOMJIH 110 OJHOMY.

Hacrynuno posroe monuanue. Hu onMH BOJAK He CMes BCTYNHTH
B CMepTHBIH 60i ¢ AKenoil.

[Totom llep-Xan npopbruad:

— Ha uro nHam 3ToT 6e33y6miii raynen? Ou u Tak ymper! A Bot
ueJIOBEUHH JeTeHbilll 3aXKHJcs Ha ceere. CBoGonubiit Hapon, o ¢ camo-
ro HavaJja Ob1 Moeii nobuueit. Otaaéite ero mMHe. MHE NMPOTHBHO BH-
JeTb, 4TO BCe BHl CJOBHO noMmellanuch Ha HeM. OH fecsiTb JieT MyTHJ
JokyHram. Otnafite ero MHe, WM s Bceraa Gylly OXOTHTbCS 3[€Cb, 8 BaM
He OCTaBJIO faxe rosioi KocTH. OH YesloBeK M JUTS 4eJIOBEKAa, U i BCEM
CepALEM HeHaBHXY ero!

Torpa Gonblue nonosuHbt CTau 3aBLIO:

— Yenosek! Yenosex! Ha uyro nam uenosek? [lyckail yxomur
K cBouMm!

— W noapnumer npotuB Hac Bcex Jiwofeil no AepeBHAM?! — KpHK-
Hya llep-Xau.— Her, otnaiite ero mue! OH uejioBeK, H HHKTO M3 HAC
He cMceT CMOTpeTb eMy B rJasa.

Axesna cHOBa NOAHSI TOJIOBY H CKa3al:

— O#H en BMecte ¢ Hamu. On cnan BMecte ¢ Hamu. OH 3aroHss s
Hac auub. OH HM pa3y He Hapywui 3akoHa J[KyHrJei.

— Mauno Toro: korpa ero npuHumasnu B Crawo, B ynjaaty 3a Hero
s oTnana OyiBosna. byfiBon crout HeMmHOro, Ho uectb barupbl, GbITL
MOXKeT, CTOMT TOro, 4to6Gbl 3a Hee JpaTbcsl,— NMpoMypJblkana barupa
CaMblM MATKHM TOJIOCOM.

— DByf#iBoa, otnausblil gecsth Jer Hasaa! — orpeisuynach Crasi.—
Kakoe Ham fesi0o 10 KOCTeil, KOTOPbIM yXKe NecsTb JeT?

— Haun o roro, urtobnl jgepxath CcBOe CJ0BO?— ckasdagaa ba-
rupa, ockajup Geqable 3y6bl.— Henapom Bbl 3oBeTecb CBOGOLHBIM
Haponom!

— Hu onpun uenoseuu#t netenbllll He MoXKeT »uTb ¢ Hapomom
JxyHraeit!— npobin Ulep-Xan.— Otpaiite ero mue!

— On Haw 6part no BceMmy, Kpome KpPOBH,— lipoponzxan Axena,—
a Bbl XxotHTe yO6uTb ero 3necb! TNoucTuHe si 3axuicst Ha cBete! OnHu
M3 Bac HalafaloT Ha [AOMallHHHA CKOT, a Apyrue, HaydeHHble lllep-
XaHoM, Kak s1 cablliag, 6poasiT TeMHOH HOYbIO MO NEpPEeBHAM H BOPYIOT
nerefl ¢ moporos xHxuH. [loaTomMy 1 3Halo, 4TO BBl TPYChl, H K Tpycam
obpauiaioch Tenepb. JI cKOpo yMpy, M JKU3Hb MOSI He HMeeT LeHbl, He
TO 51 oTHa] Obl ee 3a XKH3HbL uesoBeubero jerensiia. Ho paan vecrtw
Cran, o koTopo#l Bbl ycnesnu 3aCbiThb Ge3 BoxKaka, s1 ofellalo BaM, 4To
He yKyuly Bac HH pasy, KOrfa MpHAeT MOe BPeMsl yMepeTb, €CJIH TOJIbKO
Bbl Ja/lMTe 4YeJioBeubeMy JIETEHbILY CNOKOHHO YHTH K cBouM. §1 ympy
6e3 60st. Ao cnacer wist Ctan He MeHblUe YeM TPH XKU3HH. Bosbuie
s1 HHYero He MOTY C/lesiaTh, HO, eC/IM XOTHTe, H36aBJIO BaC OT 030pa —
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y6uth GpaTa, 3a KOTOpPbIM HeT BHHBI, GpaTa, npuuaroro B Craio no
3akony JlXKyHrJjed.

— On uesiosek!.. yesiosek!.. uesosek!..— 3apbiya Cras.

N 6oavwe mnonosuubl Crau nepebGexano kK lllep-XaHy, KoTopbiii
HauaJl MOCTYKHBAaTb O 3€MJII0 XBOCTOM.

— Tenepb BCE B TBOMX pyKax,— cka3ana barupa Mayrau.— Mul
Tenepb MOXKeM TOJNBKO ApaThbCsl.

Mayrid BHIIpAMUJICS BO Becb pOCT, € ropwkom B pykax. Ilotom
pacnpaBuJ mJedd U 3eBHyJ npsamo B Juuo CoBeTy, HO B Jylie OH OblJ
BHe ce6s1 oT 3J106bl M ropsi, u60 BOJIKH, MO CBOell BoJubell MoBalke,
HHKOrZa He roBOpW/IM Mayriu, 4To HeHaBHIAT ero.

— Caywafite, Bbi! — KpHKHYJ OH.— Becb 3TOT co6auuiél Jai HH
K ueMy. Bbi CTOJIbKO pa3 rOBOPHJIY MHe CErofiHsl, UTO 51 ueJoBeK (a ¢ Ba-
MH $1 Ha BCIO XKH3Hb ocTaJjcsl Obl BOJKOM), YTO s1 CaM [OYYBCT-
BOBaJ Mnpaply BalWX cjoB. §l craHy 3BaTb Bac He OpaTbsimMH, a
co6akamH, Kak W ciaenyer dejopeky. He Bam rosoputb, uero Bbl XO-
THTE M Yero He XOTHTe,— 3TO Moe gaejo! A urobbl Bam Jjy4lle OblJO
BHIAHO, f1, yesoBeK, npuHec ciopa Kpacubiit LlBeTok, koToporo Bbl,
co6akH, GoHTeCh.

OH WBBIPHYJ Ha 3eMJII0 TOPLUOK, TroOpsillide yIJIH MOJOXIJIH CyXOH
MOX, ¥ OH BCIBIXHYJ SIDKMM njameHeM. Becb CoBeT oTnpsiHys Hasapn
nepei A3blKaMu MJaMeHd. Mayrjid cyHyJ B OroHb CYXOH CyK, Tak uTO
MeJIKHe BEeTKH BCIBIXHYJHM M 3aTpelllasi, NOTOM 3aBepTeJ] UM Hal ro-
JIOBOH, pa3rOHss OLIETHHUBLIMXCH OT CTPaXa BOJKOB.

— Tbl — rocnonuu,— ckasaja barupa iwenoroMm.— Cnacu Axedy
oT cmeptH. OH Bcerpa Obl1 TebGe Opyrom.

Axena, yrpiomblii cTapblii BOJIK, HHKOTJa B XH3HH He NPOCHBLIMI
nollazabl, Tenepb OpOCH YMOJSIILKA B3IIsiA Ha Mayrsu, a ToT CTos,
B CBeTe ropsilied BeTBH, BeCb ToJibll, ¢ pa3MeTaBLIMMHCA N0 MJeuam
JNIMHHBIMH UYepHBIMM BOJIOCAMH, M TeHM MeTa/HCb M NOpbIfajdH BO-
KpYr Hero.

— Tak! — ckaszan Mayruu, MenjeHHO 0o3Hpasicb Kpyrom.— Buxy,
uTo Bbl co6akHu. 51 yX0Xy OT Bac K CBOeMy HAapoOdy — ec/JiH 3TO MOH Ha-
pon. JIXKYHFJIM Tenepb 3aKpbIThbl 4J1s1 MeHs], s1 IOJIKeH 3a6biTh Balll A3bIK
¥ Bawy apyx6y, Ho a1 OyLy MujocepaHee Bac. S 6bla BawuM GpaToMm
BO BCEM, KpOMe KPOBH, H NOTOMY 006ellaio BaM, YTo, KOrla CTaHy 4eJlo-
BEKOM CpellH JiloJeM, s1 He npejfiaM Bac JIOAAM, KaK Bbl pefaii MeHs.—
On ToJKHYJ1 KOCTep HOTOM, M BBEpX MnoJieTeJd HCKpbl.— Mexay HaMmu,
sBoskamMu opHo Cram, He Oyner BoiiHbl. OgHAKO HYXKHO 3alJiaTHTb
JOJIT, Mpexje YeM YHTH.

Mayrau nogowen 6auxKe K ToMy MmecTy, rie cuien llep-Xaw, Gec-
CMBICJIEHHO MOprasi Ha OTOHb, M CXBaTHJ €ro 3a KHCTOUKY Ha 1noa6o-
ponke. Barupa nomwa 3a HUM Ha BCSIKHE cayuail.

— Becranb, cobaka! — kpukHysn Mayrau.— Berasb, Korna ropopHr
uesioBeK, He TO'sl mojanaJio tebe WKypy!

llep-Xan npuxan yuwu K rojioBe U 3aKpblil Iya3a, MOTOMY YTO Ibi-
JawwHHA cyK 6bll oueHb GJIH3KO.

— I10T cKOTOyGHiLA rosopuJ, uto ybber Mmenst Ha Cosere, no-
TOMY YTO He ycreJs yOHTL MeHs! B JeTCTBe... BOT Tak ¥ BOT Tak Mbl 6beM
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cobaky, korga craHoBuMmcs JoabMu. LlleBenbHu Tosnbko ycom, XpoMmoH,
H 51 3a6b10 Te6e B rjoTKy Kpacubiii 1lBeTok.

On 6un Ulep-XaHa 1o rosose mnblialollled BETKOH, H THLP CKYJIHJ
H CTOHAJ B CMEPTHOM CTpaxe.

— ®y! Tenepn cryna#t npoub, najenas kouka! Ho nomuu, koraa
A B clepyolluid pas npuny Ha Ckany Cosera, s1 mpuay €O LIKYpoO#H
lllep-Xana Ha roJiose... Tenepb BOT uTO. AKesa BOJIEH XKHTb, KaK eMy
yrojgHo. Bbl ero He y6bete, moToMy uTo 51 3TOro He Xouy. He mymaio tak-
K€, UTO BBl JOJIro elle OyneTe CHIETb 31eCb, BHICYHYB SI3blK, CJIOBHO
Ba>XHble 0cOoObl, a He co0aKH, KOTOPbIX s1 TOHIO mpoub, BOT Tak! Bow,
BOH!

KoHen, cyka OeweHo mnbliaj, Mayriu pasfaBaj yaapbl Hanpaso
W HaJeBO MO KPyry, a BOJIKH pasberajucb Cc BOEM, YHOCS Ha CBOeH
WKype ropsiixe Hckpbl. [lon KoHeu Ha ckaJie ocTaJjiuch TOJbKO Akena,
Barupa H, ObITb MOXET, NECSITOK BOJIKOB, MepelleflliiX Ha CTOPOHY
Mayrau. M tyT 4TO-TO Hauajo Keub Mayryid M3HYTPH, KAK HHKOTHA
B JKH3HH He XKIJjo. [lbIXaHHe y HEro mepexBaTWJIO, OH 3apbinal, U cie-
3bl MIOTEKJIH MO €ro IleKam.

— UYro 3710 Takoe? Uto 3T0? — roBopusa oH.— $I He xouy yXomMTb
M3 JUKYHIVIEH, H 51 He 3HAI0, YTO CO MHOU Aenaetcsi. I ymupaw, barupa?

— Her, Manenbkuit bpat, 370 TOJBKO cJle3bt, KakHe ObIBAIOT Y JIIO-
peit,— oreetuna barupa.— Tenepb 51 3HaK0, UTO Thl UEJOBEK H YKe He
JeTeHbil Gosblue. OTHBIHE AXKYHIVIH 3aKpbIThl AJs1 Te6st... [1ycTh TekyT,
Mayrau. JTo TOJbKO CJie3bl.

M Mayraun cugen W niakaJj Tak, CJIOBHO Cepille ero paspbiBaJjioch,
MOTOMY UTO OH MJIaKaJl NepBbIH pa3 B KHU3HH.

— Tenepb,— ckazan oH,— s1 yilay k Jwogsam. Ho npexne s noa-
XKEH NPOCTUTbCS C MOeH MaTepblo.

W o nowes Kk neutepe, rae Math Bosuuua xumna ¢ Oruom Boskow,
U nJakaJ, YTKHYBIUHCb B ee LIKYpy, a4 YeTBEPO BOJYAT KaJOGHO BBIIH.

-— Bbl He 3a6ynere mensn? — cnpocusa Mayriu.

— Hukorna, noka moxem uarte no ciepy! — ckasanum Bosuara.—
Ilpuxonn K NOOHOXHIO XOJIMA, KOTa CTaHellb YeJOBEKOM, U Mbl Oyaem
roBopHTb ¢ TOGOH WJAM MNpHAEM B MOJSl M CTaHeM HrpaTb ¢ TO6OH
o HouaM.

— Ilpuxonu nockopeii! — ckazan Oren Boak.— O Mynpsiit Jls-
[YLIOHOK, MNPHUXOLM TMOCKOpee, MOTOMY 4YTO Mbl C TBOeH MaTepbio
yKe CTaphl.

— Ilpuxonu ckopefi, Mo#l roJiblii CbiHOK,— cka3asa Martb Bosauu-
ua,— ubo 3Ha, OMTA 4ejioBeka, s Jiobuaa Tebs OoJsblie, ueM co6CT-
BEHHbIX BOJIYAT.

— Ilpuny uenpemenno,— ckasan Mayrau.— [lpuny ans Toro, uro-
61 nosoxkuth WKypy lllep-Xana ua Ckany Cosera. He 3a6biBaiite
meHs1! CKauTe BCEM B JKYHIJIsIX, 4ToObl He 3a6biBajii MeHs!

Hauunan 6pesxuth paccser, korga Mayriu cnycTusicst OIHH € XOJ-
Ma B [JOJIMHY, HaBCTpeuy TeM TAaHHCTBEHHbIM CYILeCTBaM, KOTOpble
30BYTCS JIIOLbMH.



OXOTA KAA

Bce, 0 uem 3Jech paccka3aHo, MPOM30LLIO 3a[0Jr0 A0 TOTO, Kak
Mayrau 6bin u3ruad u3 Cuonuiickoit CTam v OTOMCTHJ 3a cebsi THUIpy
Hlep-Xauny. 1o cayuusoch B TO BpeMsi, Koria mensedb bany obyudan
ero 3akony JIxkyHriedl. Bosbiiofi W BaxHbIA Oypblii MenBedb pano-
BaJiCsl CNOCOOHOCTSIM YYeHHKa, NMOTOMY UTO BoJidaTa OObIYHO BblyuHBa-
10T U3 3akoHa JIXKyHIJell TOJIbKO TO, YTO HY»XHO HX CTae M NJeMeHH,
i GeraloT oT yuuTeJsi, 3aTBEPAUB OXOTHHUMH cTuX: «Horu crynaror 6e3
uyma, rjasa BHIOSIT B TEMHOTe, YIUH CJBILIAT, KaK LIEBEJUTCA BeTep B
cBoeil 6epJsiore, 3y6bl OCTpbl U Oesibl — BOT NMPHUMeTbl HaIMX 6paTbes,
KpoMme 1akasa TabGaku M 'MeHbl, KOTOPHIX Mbl HeHaBHAMM». Ho Mayrau,
KakK JeTeHblUly YeJoBeKa, Hy>HO 6blJIo 3HaTb ropasfo GoJblie.

WHorna vepHas nantepa Barupa, rynsist no IXKyHIVIAM, 3aXO[HJa
NOCMOTpeTb, KakHe yclexy AejaerT ee JobOuMmel. MypJblkasi, yKJIafabl-
BaJlacb OHa Ha OTABIX MOJ JepeBOM H cjyllana, kak Mayrau oTsevaer
MeJBeaI0 CBOH Yypok. MaJsibuuK J1a3usl MO JepeBbsIM TaK Ke XOpOLUO,
KaK MaaBaJl, a njaBaJl TaK ke XOpollo, Kak Geras, u bany, yuutenb
3akoHa, ob6yuyas ero BceM 3aKOHAM JIeCOB M BOJ: KakK OTJHUHTb T'HH-
JOH CyK OT Kpenkoro, Kak BexXJHBO 3arOBOPHTb € AMKHMH MUeJaMH,
ecsli TMOBCTpeyaellb POH Ha JlepeBe; UTO CKa3aTb HeTolblpio MaHry,
€CJIM MOTPeBOXKHUIL €ro COH B MOJJeHb CPeAH BeTBel; H KaK yClOKOHTb
BOASIHBIX 3MeH, MpexXAe 4YeM OKYHYTbCst B 3aBoAb. Hapoa mxyuraeit
He JIIOOHT, YTOGbl €ro TPEBOXKHJH, U BCSAKHH rOTOB OGPOCHTBCHA Ha He-
3BaHoro roctsi. Mayrau sbiyuusn U Oxornuuuit Kaunu UYyxkaka, koto-
pblii HYXHO TNOBTOPSITb MHOTO pas3, NMOKa Ha HEro He OTBETSIT, €CJH
OXOTHIBCA B YYyXKHX MecCTax. DTOT KJIHY B nepeBofe 3nauut: «[To3posb-
T€ MHe MOOXOTHTbCH 3/€Cb, NOTOMY UTO S TOJIOJEH», H Ha Hero orse-
yaloT: «OXOTbCsl pafiM NpPONHUTAHKs, HO He paiu 3a6GaBbl».

W3 storo BuAHO, CcKOJIbKO Mayriy npuXoLHIOCh 3ayyWBaThb Ha-
H3YCTb, ¥ OH OYeHb yCTaBaJ TMOBTOPSTb MO COTHE pa3 ONHO U TO XKe.
Ho basy npasunbuo ckasan omnaxaw Barupe, nocie toro kak Mayr-
JIM, TIOJYUHB LIJIENOK, paccepouics u ybexad:

— JleTeHblll yesloBeKa eCTb Jl€TEHbILI YeJOBEKa, U eMy Halo 3HATL
Bce 3akonbl JIKyHIed.

— Ho noaymait, kakolt oH maneubkuii,— Bo3pa3usna barupa, ko-
Topas usbasnosasa 6bl Mayrau, ecan Obl nath eil BoJw.— Passe mo-
’KeT Takasi MaJieHbKasl TOJJOBKa BMECTHTb BCE TBOW peuHu?

— A passe B IKYHIVISIX [0OBOJbHO 6bITb MaJieHbKHM, YTOOb Te6st
He y6unu? Her! [lotoMy 51 1 yuy ero Bcem 3akoHaM, NOTOMY H GblO ero,
COBCEM JIETOHbKO, KOIZla OH 3a0bIBAET YpOK.

— «Jleronbko»! Uro Thl nonumaewb B atoM, JKenesuass Jlana? —
npoBopyasa barupa.— CeronHst y Hero Bce JiMLO B CHHSIKAX OT TBOETO
«JIETOHBKO» !

— Jlyuuwie eMy 6bITb B CHHSIKAX C HOT [0 TOJIOBB{, 4eM MOTHOHYTb
M3-3a CBOEr0 HeBe)KecTBa,— OYeHb cepbe3HO oTeevas el bany.— § Te-
nepb yuy ero 3aBetHbiM CijioBam [IKyHrjeil, Kotopble 6ynyT emy 3a-
ILHTOH TIPOTHB NTHLL H 3MeH W TPOTHB BCeX, KTO Oeraer Ha 4YeTbipex
Janax, kpome ero pogHoit Crau. Ecin OH 3anOMHHT 3TH CJI0Ba, OH MO-
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JKeT IPOCHTb 3allUThl Y BCeX B JXKYHIVIAX. Pa3Be 3T0 He CTOMT
KOJIOTYyLIEeK?

— Xopollo, TOJAbKO CMOTpPH He yOell nerenbilia. OH He JecHOH
neHb, YTOObl Thi TOYHJ O HEro CBOM Tyrbie KOrTH. A kakue xe 310 3a-
BetHble CsioBa? §l syullle moMory cama, YeM CTaHy MPOCHTb MOMOLIH,
HO BCe Xe MHe Xoresjocb Ob 3Hatb.— KM Barupa, BeiTsiHyB Jsany, 3a-
Jo6oBaiack CBOUMH KOFTSIMM, CHHHMH, KaK CTajb, U OCTPbIMH,
KaK pe3lbl.

— 51 nosoBy Mayrau, u oH ckaxer teGe... ecin 3axouer. [loau
cioga, Manenbkuii Bpar!

— TonoBa y MeHfl TyAMT, KaK mM4YeJHHOe AYMJO,— MOCJbILLAJCS
HEJIOBOJIbHBIH IeTCKHH ToJIoC Haj X rojioBaMu, H Mayriii, COCKOJIb3HYB
c nepesa, npu6aBHJ CepIMTO U Heroaywolle: — ¥ npuiten pagu Baru-
pel, a He panu TebGsi, KUPHBIH crapwiil Daay!

— A MHe 3TO Bce paBHO,— oTBeTHs1 bBasy, xorsi Gbl OUYeHb Orop-
yeH M obuxeH.— Tak ckaxu Darupe 3aBernbie CuioBa [lKyHrJeH,
KOTOPBIM I YUHJ Tebf CeroaHs.

— 3asernre CJyioBa Kakoro Hapopa? — cnpocha Mayriu, oueHb
IOBOJIbHBIH, YTO MOXKEeT MOXBaCTaThCsl.— B JUKYHIJISIX MHOTO HapedHi.
51 3uaio ux Bce.

— Koe-uto TH 3Haewsb, HO odeHb HemHoro. [losoGyiics, o Baru-
pa, BOT HX GjarogapHocTb yuutenao. Hu onus camblil 3axynaJslii BoJ-
YOHOK HH pasy He npuuen nobnarogapuTbh crtapuka basy 3a Hayky.
Hy, Tak ckaxun CnoBo Oxoruuubero Hapopna, Tbl, BEJUKHH YyueHbIH.

— «MBl ¢ BaMH OJHOH KpOBH, Bbl M si»,— cKasaj Mayrau, npo-
M3HOCS MO-MeJBeXbH Te CJI0Ba, KOTOpble 06bI4HO roBopHT Bech OXOT-
Huuuit Hapon.

— Xopouwo! Teneps Cnoso IruL.

Mayrin noBTOPUA Te Ke CJI0Ba, CBUCTHYB, KaK KOPLIYH.

— Tenepp Cnoeo 3mentnoro Hapona,— ckaszana bBarupa.

B orBer nocsbllianoch HenepenaBaeMoe HUKAKHMH CJIOBAMH ILH-
nedne, ¥ Mayran 3abpblKas HOraMH H 3axJonaj B JamollH, MOTOM
BCKOYMJl Ha cnuHy barupsl u cen 6okom, 6apabaHsi nsaTkaMu mno GJec-
TALLEHA uYepHOH 1UKype H CTPOSl MeABEAI0 caMble CTpallHble POXKH.

— Bor-Bor! 9T0 CTOMT KakHX-TO CHHSIKOB,— JIACKOBO CcKa3saJj Oy-
puiit MeaBeab.— Korpa-Hu6ydb Tl BCIIOMHHLIbL MEHS.

M, nosepuysiiuch K Barupe, oH pacckasas e, Kak NpocHJ JUKOTO
c1oHa XaTxM, KOTOpHIH Bce Ha cBere 3Haer, CKa3saTh eMy 3aBeTHble
CaoBa 3mennoro Hapopa, kak Xarxu Boaua Mayriu K npyay ysHa-
Batk 3meuHble CjioBa OT BOAsiHOH 3meu, moTtoMy uTo cam DBany He
MOT HX BHIFOBOPHTb, M UTO Tenepb Mayriu He TpO3UT HHKakKasi
OllaCHOCTb B JXYHIIAX: HHU 3Mesl, HH NTHUA, HH 3Bepb He CTaHYT
BpeIHTb eMy.

W, 3naunt, emy Hekoro Gositbcsi! — Dany BBHITSIHYyJCA BO Bech
poCT, ¢ FOPAOCTBIO MOXJONbIBasi ce6s 110 TOJICTOMY MOXHATOMY >KHBOTY.

— Kpome cBoero nnemenu,— uienHysna barupa, a notom rpomko
ckasana Mayrau: — [loxaaneit mou pe6pa, Manenbkuit Bpat! Uro 310
3a MPLIXKKH TO BHH3, TO BBEpX?

Mayran, no6uBasicb, 4ToGbl €ro BhICJAyLIaJKM, AAaBHO yXe TepeOHJ
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Barupy 3a MArKylo niepcTb Ha mJjeue H Toqkas ee nsatkamu. Oba npu-
cayllanuch ¥ pas3obpaJjid, 4TO OH KPHYHT BO BeCb ToJoC:

— Tenepb y mensi 6yner coe coGeTBeHHOe TieMs, H 11 Oyay UesblH
J€Hb BOAMTbH €ro no aepeBbsiM!

— Yr1o 3a HOBas rJYnocTb, MaJieHbKHI BBIIYMLIHK? — CMPOCH-
saa barupa.

— Jla, u 6pocaTb BeTKaMu W rpssbpio B craporo bBany,— npopoa-
xKaa Mayrin.— Oun mue 3to obeuiasu... Ai!

— Bot! — boabuasi nana bany cmaxiyna Mayram co cnuHB NaH-
TEpBbl, W, JieXa MeXAy NepedHHMH JianaMd MeaBeas, Mayriu nousd,
4to TOT cepautca.— Mayrau,— ckazan bBany,— Tel pasroBapuBana c
baupap-Jloramn, O6e3bsinbum Hapopom?

Mayrnn B3rasinyn Ha Darupy — He cepaMTCsi M M OHa TOXe —
M YBHIEJ, YTO rja3a MNaHTepbl CTajJH XECTKH, KaK [Ba H3yMpyla.

— To Boauwbes ¢ OGesbsinbuM Hapomom — ¢ cepbiMM 00e3bsiHa-
MH, C HapoJOM, He 3HaloLIHM 3aKOHa, ¢ HapOAOM, KOTOpHI ecT Bce 6e3
pasbopa? Kak tebe He cTbigHO!

— bany ynapun mens no rosnose,— ckasan Mayran (oH Bce ellie
JlexkaJl Ha cnuHe),— M f1 y6excaJs, a cepble 06e3bsHbl CIYCTHJHCH C fle-
peBa M mnoxkasneau MeHs. A apyrum Obio Bce paBHO.— OH cilerka
BCXJIMITHY L.

— Xanocte O6esbsHbero Haponpa! — ¢eipkayn bany.— Crokoii-
crBue ropHoro noroka! [lpoxsana nersero 3uosi! A urto 6blIO TOTOM,
JeTeHHIl 4YesoBeKa?

— A NOTOM... MOTOM OHM Jajli MHE OPEXOB W BCSIKOH BKYCHO# €JiHl,
a NOTOM B35JIM MEHs1 Ha PYKH M YHeC/JM Ha BepLIMHBI JePeBbeB H TOBO-
PHJIH, UTO 51 UM KpPOBHBIH 6par, TONBKO 4TO GECXBOCTHIH, M KOrja-HH-
6yab CTaHy MX BOXXAaKOM.

— Y HHX He O6biBaeT BOXaka,— ckasana bDarupa.— Ouu Jaryr.
M Bcerpa nranu.

— OHu 6blIM OYeHb JIACKOBHI CO MHOH M NMPOCHJIH NMPHXOAHTDb elle.
[Touemy Bbl MeHsi HukOrAa He BoauH K OGesbsaHbemy Haponpy? Ouu
XONAT Ha ABYX HoOrax, Kak ¥ s. OHM He aepyTcsl XKEeCTKHMH JlanamH.
Onu wurpalor uenblii geHb... [lyctu Mensi, cksepublii Bagy, nyctu
meHsi! § onATe moiiny HrpaTth ¢ HUMH.

— Canyuwa#, perenbil! — ckasan MenBellb, U TOJOC €ro Mporpe-
MeJl, Kak TpOM B XKapKylo Houb.— $1 Hayuus 1e6s1 3akony JL>KyHriel —
obileMy AJsl BceX HapoJoB JKYHrsel, kpome O6Ge3sbsinbero Haposaa,
KOTODbIH XHBeT Ha fepeBbAX. ¥ HUX HeT 3akoHa. Y HHMX HET CBOEro
sI3blKa, OfHH TOJILKO KpajJleHble CJIOBA, KOTOPble OHH NMEepPeHuMaloT y Apy-
THX, KOTJa TMOACJYIUHBAIOT, MOACMATPHBAIOT H MOJACTEPEraloT, CHAS Ha
nepeBbsx. Mx obbluan — He Hawu o6bluan. OHu KHUBYT Ge3 BoXKaka.
Ouu Hu 0 yeM He momusiT. OHK GOJTAIOT W XBACTAIOT, GYATO OHH BEJIH-
KHH Hapoj ¥ 3aiyMmajli BeJMKHe feja B JXKYHMISAX, HO BOT ymajer
Opex, M OHH yXKe cMeloTcsl M Bce 1no3abblid. HUKTO B IUKYHrJAsIX He BO-
JUTCS ¢ HUMH. MBl He NbeM TaMm, rae NbloT 00e3bsHbl, HE XOAHM TYa,
Kyla XO#sT 06e3bsiHbl, HE OXOTHMCS TaM, I'ie OHM OXOTSATCH, He yMHpa-
€M TaM, rje oHd ymupalor. PasBe THl cablllas OT MeHsl XOTS Gbl CJOBO
o baupap-Jlorax?
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— Her,— orBetTunn Mayrid 1WenoroM, NOTOMY YTO Ji€C IMPHTHX,
nocsie Toro kak Basy KOH4MJ CBOIO peub.

— Hapoa [»KyHrne# He XxoueT MX 3HATh M HUKOILAA IIPO HHX HE rO-
BopuT. MIX oueHb MHOro, OHW 3Jible, rpsi3Hbie, GECCTHIAHBIE H XOTAT
TOJIbKO TOro, uto6el Hapon [Ixkyurieit o6paTus Ha HHX BHHUMaHue.
Ho mbl He 3ameuaeM HX, Jaxe KOr[a OHH GpPOCAlOT OpeXH H CHILIIOT
rpsisb HaM Ha TOJIOBY.

He ycnesn oH 10roBOpHUTb, Kak LeJblil JI0XKAb OPEXOB H CY4beB I10-
cbiniajicsi Ha HHX C JepeBbeB; MOC/IbILAJCA Kalledb, BU3L U CEpAMUTHIE
CKa4KH BbICOKO Haj HHUMH, CPeIH TOHKHX BeTBell.

— C OGesbsnbuM HapopoM 3arpelleHo BOAMTHCS,— ckasdas ba-
ny,— 3anpeuieHo 3akoHoM. He sa6biBait s1oro!

— Jla, 3anpelueHo,— ckasana Barupa.— Ho s Bce-raku aywmaio,
uro bany ponxen 61 npepynpenutb Tebs.

— 5?.. §{I? Kak Morsio MHe mpu#TH B rOJIOBY, YTO OH CTaHET BOJIHUTh-
¢ ¢ takok apsiubto? O6esbanuil Hapon! Tedy!

CHoBa opexH [10KJeM MOCHIIAJIHCh HM Ha TFOJIOBbI, U MEeABEMb C MaH-
Tepoil ybexxasu, 3axsaTHB ¢ co6oii Mayrau. Bany rosopua npo o6esbsin
cyutyio npapay. OHH XHJIM Ha BepLUHHAaX JlePeBbeB, a TAaK KaK 3BepH
pelako cMOTpAT BBepX, To obe3sbsinaM M Hapoay JlxXyHrjelt He npuxo-
aunoch BcTpedartbesi. Ho ecau obe3bsinaM mnonapalicss B PYKH 60Jib-
HOH BOJIK, WJM DaHCHBIH THIp, WM MejBelb, OHH MY4MJH cjabbiX U 3a-
6aBb pagd 6pocanu B 3Bepell majkaMy M OpeXaMH, Hajesich, UTO HX
samersit. OHH mopgHMManu BOH, BHIKDMKHBas OeccMbIC/EHHblE [EeCHH,
sBaju Hapon [lxyHriedl Kk ce6e Ha nepeBbsl ApaTbCsl, 3aBOAMJIH H3-3a
NYCTSAKOB CCOpPbl MeXay co60H M 6pocaji MepTBbiX 00e3bsiH rje Mo-
naJio, Hanokas Bcemy Hapony Jkyuriefi. OHH nocTtosiHHO coGHpaiuch
3aBeCTH M CBOEro BOXKaKa M CBOH 3aKOHbl H O6bIYaH, HO TaK M He 3aBeJiH,
NOTOMY 4TO NaMATb y HHUX Oblla KOpOTKas, He [aJjblle BUepallHETro
IHs. B KOHLle KOHLIOB OHHM NMOMHDMJIMCb HA TOM, YTO MPHAYMAaJid MOro-
BOPKYy: «Bce mxyHram 6ynyt nymarb 3aBTpa Tak, Kak 00e3bsiHbl Ay-
MaloT Cerofiisi», U OYeHb 3THM YyTellaaHcb. HHKTO M3 3Beped He Mor
IO HHMX 106paThbcsl, H HUKTO He o6pallajJ Ha HMX BHMMAaHHSI — BOT IO-
yeMy OHH Tak o6pajgoBajHch, Korga Mayryid cran Hrpatb C HHMH,
a bany Ha Hero paccepauics.

Hukako#t gpyroit uenu y Hux He Obljlo — y 06e3bsiH HHKOraa He Obl-
BaeT UeJIH,— HO OJHAa M3 HMUX MpHAyMasa, Kak el nokasauocb, 3a-
6aBHYIO WITYKYy H OObsIBMJa BceM OpyruM, 4ro Mayriau Moxer ObiTb
nosjie3eH BCeMY HX MJEMEHH, MOTOMY YTO OH yMeeT CILeTaTb BETBH IS
3alUHTH OT BeTpa, U €CJH ero noimMarb, TO OH HayYHUT 3TOMY H OGe3bsiH.
Pasymeercsi, Mayrad, Kak CblH Jjiecopyba MHOroe 3HaJ, caM He [OMHS
OTKyZa, H yMeJl CTPOMThL Llajalu¥ H3 XBOPOCTA, caM He 3Hasl, Kak 3TO
y uero nonydaercsi. A O6esbsinuii Hapon, noarssiibiasi 3a HMUM C Je-
peBbeB, peLIMJ, 4YTO 3TO 3aHsATHass urpa. Ha 3ToT pas, rosopuH
00e3bsiHbl, y HHX M BOpaBLy OyneT BOXaK H OHHM CTAHYT CaMbiM
MYAPHIM HapoAOM B JXKYHIVISIX, TAKHM MYJPHIM, YTO BCe HX 3aMeTAT H
nosasuayloT UM. M motomy oHM THXOHBKO Kpasuch 3a Bany u Baru-
po#i, Moka He HACTYNHJIO BpeMsi MOJIyAEHHOro oTAbixa u Mayrau, Ko-
TOPOMY ObLJIO OY€Hb CTHIIHO, He yJercs CrnaTh MeXAy NaHTepoH U Men-
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BeJleM, peliuB, 4To OGoJiblie He craHeT BodHTbesi ¢ O6esbsinbum Ha-
pozaom.

W TyT CKBO3b COH OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ YbH-TO PYKH HA CBOMX MJeyax
H HOrax — JXeCTKHe, CHJIbHble MajleHbKHe PYKH,— MOTOM XJeCTaHbe
BETOK MO JINLY, & NMOTOM OH B H3YMJIEHHH YBHJeJ] CKBO3b KaualolilHecs
BeplUiMHb 3eMJI0 BHH3Y W Dany, KoTophi#l riiyxo pesen, Oyasi JOKYHTJIH,
a Barupa npblXKaMu MOjAHHMaJ4aCh BBEPX N0 CTBOJY JHepeBa, OCKa/JHB
crioliHble Gesibic 3yGel. OGe3bsiHBl TOPIKECTBYIOLLEe B3BbUJIM M Mmepe-
CKOUHJIH BBEpX Ha TOHKHe BeTBH, Kyua barupa noGosinach Jse3thb
3a HHMH.

-— Oua nac 3ameruna! barupa uac samerusa! Bce mxyuran Boc-
XMUAIOTCSl Hallled JIOBKOCTBIO M HalllMiM ymMoMm! — KpHUYanu o6e3bsHbl.

[Torom oHH nyctuanch Gerom, a Ger o6e3bsiH 110 BepxXyLKaMm je-
peBbEB — 3TO HEUTO TAKOC, YEro HeJb3sl OnHcaTb. ¥ HHUX €CTb TaMm
CBOHM JOPOTH M MEPEKPEeCTKH, CBOM MOABEMBl H CMYCKH, [poJieraloulne
B MATHACCATH, CEMHJECSiTH, a TO M cTa (yTax HaL 3emJieH, H MO 3THM
JOporaM OHHM MyTeUIeCTBYIOT J1a)Ke HOYblO, ecjiu Hajpo. [IBe camble
CHJbHble G6e3bsiHbl NOAXBATHAH Mayrim noj MBIUIKH M IOHECHHCDH
BMECTE€ C HHM IO BepUIMHAM JepeBbeB CKaukaMH B JBajuatb (GyToB
Anunoi. bes Hero onnm morau 6bl ABMraTbcsi BJBO€ CKOpeC, HO Majlb-
YHK CBOeHl Ts)KecTblo 3ajepxkuBasn uX. Kak HH kpyxXwujacs y Mayrau
rojloBa, OH BCe Ke Hac1axkaaJjcsi GelICHOH CKauykoH, XOTs MeJibKapluas
Janexko BHH3Y 3eMJsi MyraJja ero 1 cepAlle 3aMHpaJio OT KaxI0ro cTpaii-
HOTrO pbIBKAa M TOJIYKA NMpPH NepeJsiere Haji NPOBAJOM C OJHOIO JepeBa
Ha jpyroe. [lBoe cTpakeil B3jeTasu BMecTe C HHM Ha BepLIMHY je-
peBa Tak BBICOKO, YTO TOHKHe BETBH Tpelllajd M THYJHCb NMOA HHMH,
a NoTOM € KauwleM H yxaHbeM Opocajucb B BO3AyX, BNepel H BHH3,
H MOBHMCAJH Ha COCeHeM JcpeBe, LEIUIASCh 3a HHXKHHE CY4bsi PyKaMH
u HoramH. Muorpa Mayrauw Bugen nepep co6oH 1iejoe MOpe 3eseHbIX
JOKYHIJIeH, KaK 4esloBeK Ha MauTe BHAMT nepel co60A OKeaHCKHH mnpoc-
TOp, MOTOM BeTBH M JIHCTbSl CHOBA HAYWHAJH XJECTaTL €ro [0 JHIY, H OH
CO CBOMMH JBYMsI CTpa)kaMM cllyckKaJicsi MOuTH K camoi 3emJe. Tak,
CKaukaMp M MNpPHIXKKAMH, C TPECKOM H yXaHbeM, Bce 00e3bsiHbe [JIeMs
MUaJsioch 110 APeBEeCHbIM 10pOram BMecTe CO CBOMM MJeHHHKOM Mayrau.

[lepoe Bpemsi OH GOSJICH, YTO €ro YPOHSAT, MOTOM OOO3JIMJCH, HO
1IOHs, 4TO OGOpPOTbLCSl Hesb3s, MOTOM Hauaa aymath. Ilpexkne Bcero
HY>KHO 6blJIO Tocsath 0 ceGe BecTouky Barupe u Bany. O6e3bsinbl ABH-
rajuch ¢ Takod GbLICTPOTOH, UTO ero Apy3bs He MOIJIH HX AOTHaTb H
CHJIbHO OTCcTaBajd. BHU3 Heuero O6blIO CMOTpeTh — €My BHIAHa Oblia
TOJIbKO BEPXHSIl CTOPOHA CyYbeB,— HO3TOMY OH CTaJjl CMOTPeTb BBepX
H yBHJIeJ BLICOKO B CHHeBe KoplyHa Yuissi, KOTOpbIH napuJ Hag JXKYHT-
JIIMH, ONKUCHIBAs KPYTH, B OXHAAHWM Ybed-HUOYNb cmepTH. Umnib BH-
IeJi, 4TO 06e3bsiHbl YTO-TO HECYT, M CIOYCTHJCH HHXXe pa3BelaTb, He ro-
JHUTCS M HX Howa Jnsi efbl. OH CBHCTHYJ OT U3yMJIEHHs!, KOTJa YBHAe,
uTO O0e3bsiHbl BOJIOKYT MO BepxXylUKam aepeBbeB MayrjiH, H ycabllian
oT Hero 3aBerHoe CaoBo KopuwyHa: «Mbl ¢ ToGo# onHONH KPOBH, Thl 1 !»
Bosnyoiuvecs BeplIMHb 3aKpbIH OT HEro majbuuka, HO Uwuab ycnen
BOBpPEMS CKOJIb3HYTb K OJIMXXHEMY [epeBYy, H mepejl HUM ONSTb BbIHLIP-
HYJIO MaJjleHbKOe CMYTJIOe JIHLLO.
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— 3ameuall Mo#i nyTb! — Kpukuyan Mayrau.— [la#i 3uats Baay
13 Cuonuiickot Cran u Barupe co Ckasnbl Cosera!

— Ot koro, Bpar? — Uuab eute HU pasy [0 CHX [OP HE BHAEN
Mayrai, xoTsi, pa3ymeeTrcsi, CAbllIad O HEM.

— Or Jlarywounka Mayrau. Mens 3o0Byt Yesnoseunit [lereusiiu!
3ameuail MOl ny-yTb!

ITocnennue cnoBa oOH BLIKPUKHYJ, 6pocasick B BO3iayX, HO Yuab
KHBHYJl €My M MOAHSAJCS TaK BBICOKO, UTO KasaJjcst He Gosiblie MblJIHH-
KM, H, Napsi B BHILUMHE, CJICAMA CBOUMH 30PKHMH IJia3aMH 33 KauaB-
WIHMHCA BepXyLIKaMH JepeBbeB, MO KOTOPbIM BHXPEM Hec/aachb CTpa-
Ka Mayrau.

— HWm He yiTu naneko,— ckasan oH nocMmeuBasicb.— OGe3bsiHbl
HMKOTr[a He JOJAEJBIBAIOT TOFO, YTO 3aaymaJju. Bcerpa ouH xBaraioTcs
3a uto-HHOyab HOBOe, 3TH banpap-Jloru. Ha stor pas, ecnu 1 He cJhen,
OHH HaXHuBYT cebe 6eny: Benb bany He nrtenuuk, na u barupa, ckoJibko
MHE H3BECTHO, yMeeT yOMBaTb He ONHHUX KO3.

W, naps B BO3nyxe, OH MOKayuBaJCcs HA KPbUIbAX, 10406paB Noa
cebs HOTH, M XKpaaJ.

A B 310 Bpemsi Bany u Barupa Gbuin Bue cefst OT SIpOCTH H rops.
Barupa B3o0panacb Ha gOepeBO TakK BBICOKO, KakK HC 3abupanach
HHKOT/ld, HO TOHKHE BeTKH JIOMaJHChb TMOJ €ee TsKeCcThlo, H OHa
COCKOJb3HyJla BHH3, HAabpaB MOJIHbIE KOITH KOPHI.

— Ilouemy TtH He npemocreper Mayriu? — 3aBopyana oOHa Ha
6enHoro bBasy, KOTOpPHIH MPUNYCTHJCH HEYKJIOXKEH phICbI0O B Hajexne
JoreaTtb o6e3bsiH.— YTO nosib3bl GHTH JEeTeHbllla A0 MOJYyCMepTH, ecJH
Thl HE NpejocTeper ero?

-~ Cropeii! O, ckopeit! MHL... Mbl ellle IOTOHHM HX, ObITb MOXKeT!—
3ajpbixaJjcsa bany.

— Taknm warom? Ot Hero He ycraja 6bl U paHeHas KOpoBa. YuH-
TeJb 3aKOHa, HCTsA3aTeNb Madablllel, ecad Thl 6yaellb Tak nepeBaJjiu-
BaTbCsl ¢ 60Ky Ha O6OK, THl JONHeUlb, He npodas ¥ Muau. Csgp cno-
KOHHO W noxymait! HyxHo uto-to pewutb. Cefiuac He BpeMsl /sl MO-
roud. Oun moryt 6pocuth Mayrau, ecid Mbl HojAOHAEM CJHLU-
KoM G.JM3KO.

— Apana! Bay! Oun, moxer, yxe GpPOCHJIH MaJjbuHKa, €CJIH UM
Hajoeno ero HectH! Pase moxkHo Beputb bBanpap-Jloram! Jleryuyio
MblllIb MHe Ha roJsoBy! Kopmure MeHsi OQHMMH THHJBIMH KOCTSIMH!
CnycTHTe MeHSl B AYIJIO K JIHKUM nuesnam, 4ToObl MeHs 3aKycatu
0O CMepTH, M TOXOpOHHTEe MeHsl BMecte C rueHoi! JI camblit Hecuact-
Hblii K3 3Bepeit! Apa-nana! Ba-y-y! O Mayrau, Mayrau, 3adeM si He
ocreper Te6si nporuB OGesbsinbero Hapona, 3auem si 6un tebsi no ro-
JoBe? §I, mMoxeT, BbIGUJ CErogHSILIHHHA ypPOK H3 €ro rojioBbl, H MaJib-
4HK Tenepb OAMH B JXKYHIVISIX M 3a0b1 3aBerHble CiooBa!

bany o6xBatusn rosoBy JauaMH M CO CTOHOM 3akauaJjcs B3aj
M Briepen.

— He Tak naBHO OH CKasasJ MHe NPaBWIbHO BCe CJIOBA,-— Cep-
auTOo 3ameruna barupa.— Bany, Tbl HHUEro He MOMHHILIL H He yBaxKa-
eulb ce6si. Uro nmogymanu Gbl AXKYHIJIH, ecid Gbl si, yepHasi naHTepa,
Katajach M Bblla, CBepPHYBIIMCh KJayGKOM, Kak aMko6pas Caxu?
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— Kakoe MHe gesno go Toro, uto mnoaymamwT JKYHriH! Manbuuk,
MOXeT ObiTh, Yxe ymep!

— Ecau toabko oHu He 6pocsiT ero ¢ gepeBa 3abGaBbl paav M He
yObIOT OT CKYKH, 51 He 6010Ch 3a AereHbllla. Ou yMeH H BCeMy OOYdYeH,
a rjaBHOe, y Hero Takue rjasa, KOTopbix 60sitcsi Bee axkyHrau. Ho Bce
>)Ke (M 3TO oueHb XyHO) OH BO BjacTH baupap-Jloros, a onn He 6osiTcs
HUKOTO B JIXKYHIJIAX, MOTOMY UTO KHUBYT BBICOKO Ha JIepPeBbIX.—
Barupa 3angymuuBo o6JiH3ana nepeiHIO0 Jamny.

— W rayn xe si! O toscTeléi Gypblil ryyrel, noXHpareib KOPeHb-
eB! — npocroHan baay, Bapyr Bbnpsimasisick u orpsixuBasick.— Ilpas-
[y TOBOPHUT NUKUH cJoH XaTxu: «¥ KaxKAOro CBOH CTpax», a OHH,
bBanpap-Jloru, 6ostcsi Kaa, ropHoro ynasa. OH ymeer J1la3uTh 1O Ae-
peBbsiM He XyxXe o6e3bsiH. ITo HouaM OH Kpajer y HHX JeTeHbILIEeH.
Ot onHoro 3ByKa ero HMeHH JpOXaT HUX rajkue xBocThl. Mgem k Hemy.

— Yem wmoxer Kaa nomoub HamM? OH He HAlUero mnJjeMeHH, IIO-
ToMy 4TO Oe3HOruH, M rjasa y Hero npesJsble,— ckasana Dbarupa.

— OH oyeHb cTap ¥ oueHb xuTep. Kpome Toro, oH Bcerga roJjo-
JleH,— ¢ Hajgexpao# ckasaj basy.— [loo6euiaem emy MHOro Kos.

— OH cnuT uesblii Mecsil, Mocje TOro Kak Haectcsl. Moxer GbITb,
CHHT U TeMNepb, a eCJId He CIHT, TO, MOXKET, U He 3aX04YeT NMPUHAThL OT Hac
KO3 B TMOMAapOK.

Barupa nnoxo smana Kaa u noromy oTHocunack K HeMy TMOMLO-
3PHTEJIbHO.

— Torna mbl ¢ TO60#1 BMecte Moryid Obl yrOBODUTH €ro, crapasi
OXOTHHILA.

Tyr bany norepcs o barupy BbluBeTiiHM OypbiM MJe4yoM, H OHH
BJBOEM OTNPaBUJHCb Ha MOMUCKHU ropHoro ynasa Kaa.

Ynap Jexan, pacTsHyBLIMCb BO BCIO JJIHHY Ha BBHICTYIE CKaJbl,
HarpeToM coJiHlieM, Jo6ysicb CBOeH KpacHBOH HOBOH KOXeH: nocjen-
HHEe JeCsiTb JHei OH NpOBeJ B yeIMHEHHH, MEHSIsl KOXY, H Tenepb ObiJ
BO BCeM CBOeM BeJsIMKOJenHd. Ero GoJbluas TynoHocasi rojoBa Me-
Tajach Mo 3emJje, TPUALATH(HYTOBOE TeJNO CBHBAJOCh B MPHYYAJNHBbLIE
y3Jbl ¥ QHrypHl, SI3bIK O6GJIHM3BIBaJ T'yObl, HpeaBKyllass Gyayluiui oben.

— OH elle HMuero He en,— ckasaa bajy co B3goxom objerue-
HHS, KaK TOJIbKO yBHJieJl KpacHBbIH MeCcTPHI Y30p Ha €ro CIHHe, KO-
puuHeBblit ¢ xeatbiM.— OcropoxHo, Barupa! On mjioxo BUAHT, nocie
TOTO KaK MepeMEeHHT KOXY, U Gpocaercsl cpasy.

Y Kaa He O6bl10 SIHOBMTHIX 3Y60OB — OH jAae MNpe3upas siOBH-
THIX 3MeH 38 MX TPYCOCTb,— BCSl €ro CHJa 3akKjldajach B XBaTke, U
ecid OH 06BHBaJ KOro-HHGYAb CBOMMH OTFPOMHBIMM KOJbLAMH, TO 3TO
6Ll KOHell.

— JloGpo#t oxorel! — KpukHyn bBaay, camsice Ha 3ajHue Jamnsl.

Kak Bce 3meu ero mopoani, Kaa Oblyi riyxoBaT W He cpasy pac-
cabiian okpuK. OH CBEepPHYJCA KOJIBLIOM M HArHYJ FOJOBY, Ha BCSKHIH
caydai IIPUrOTOBUBIUHCE GPOCHTHCS.

— Jlo6poit oxornl BceM Ham! — orBetus ou.— Oro, baay! Uro
Thl 37ech fenaewb? Jlo6poi oxorhl, barupa. OgHomy M3 Hac He Me-
wano 6bl noobenartb. Her siM mobausoctw BenyriyToél avuu? Jlawu
WM XOTsi Obl KO3JleHKa? ¥ MeHsi BHYTPH MYyCTO, Kak B Mepecoxiuem
KOJIOALLE. 9%



— Mpbl ceiiuac oxotumcs,— HeGpexHO cKasaa baJy, 3Hasi, uto
Kaa Henb3st TOPONHTB: ON CJMILKOM Tpy3€H.

— A MoxHO MHe moiiTH ¢ Bamu? — crnpocun Kaa.— Opnum yna-
pom GoJblle WJAM MEHbllle, IJs Bac 3TO Huuyero He 3Hauut, barupa
u bany, a s... MHe npuXxogMTcs UeNBIMH [JHSIMH CTeDe4b Ha JIeCHBIX
TPOMMHKAX MJIM TIOJIHOYH J1a3UTh MO JePeBbAM, OXHIasfl, He [onajiercs
a4 Mosonasi obesbsina. Ilc-c-uioy! Jlec HbIH4e yke He TOT, 4TO Gl
B Moe# MoJsiogocTtH. Onuo THHJbE 1a CyXue cyubsi!

— Moxer 6biTb, 3TO OTTOrO, YTO Thl CTaJ CJAHIUKOM TsXKea? —
ckasan bany.

— Ja, A 10BOJIbHO-TaKH BeJHK... AOBOJbHO BeJHK,— OoTBeTHJ Kaa
He 6e3 ropaocTH.— Ho Bce-tTaku MoJofble JepeBbsl HHKyAa He FOAATCS.
[Tpownsift pa3 Ha 0X0Te 1 4yTb-4yTh He ynaJj — 4yTh-UyTb He ymana! —
HalllyMeJ, COCKOJIb3HYB C JepeBa, OTTOr0 4TO [JIOXO 3alleNuJICs XBOC-
ToM. dtoT WyM pasbynun Baupap-Jloros, # OHU GpaHUIH MeHS1 CaMbIMH
CKBEPHBIMH CJIOBaMH.

-— besHoruit xkentbiit 3emasiHo#t uepssk! — wennyna Barupa cebe
B yCbl, CJIOBHO MPHIIOMHHASA.

-— Ccccc! PasBe oHum Tak Medsi HasblBaloT? -— crnpocHsa  Kaa.

— Yro-To B 3TOM poxe OHH KpHuaJu HaM B npouuibii pas. Ho
Mbl Belb HMKOrja He obpallilaeM Ha HHX BHHMaHHs. Yero ToJbKO OHH
He roBopat! byaro 66l y Te6si BHImasu Bce 3yObl, H OyATO Gbl Thl HH-
KOrja He Hanajaellb Ha AHYb KpYNHee KO3JieHKa, moroMy Oyaro Obl
(Trakue GeccTblaHble BpasJl 3TH 006e3bsiHbll), 4TO GOMLIbCH KO3JHHBIX
poros,— BKpaa4uBo npojoJxana barupa.

3Mesi, ocoGeHHO XHTpPbIA cTapblii ynas Bpoxe Kaa, Hukorpa ne rmo-
KaxeT, uto OHa cepaurcsi, HO Bany u bBarupa sameruas, Kak B3ny-
BAIOTCS M MEpeKaThiBAIOTCSl KPYyIHblE MYCKYJbl MNoj uvesocteio Kaa.

—- Dbannap-Jlorn nepeMeHHNIHM MeCTO OXOTbl,— CKasajJ OH CIO-
KOHHO.— J] rpencs ceromHsi Ha COJiHUE M CJbIIAJ, KaK OHM BOMHUJH
B BEpLIMHAX JEPEBbEB:

— Mbl... Mbl Tronumcs ceHuac 3a banpap-Jloramu,— ckasaun
bBasy v monepxHyJsics,, MOTOMY UTO BrepBble Ha €ro MamsiTH oOHTaTesIo
JUKYHTJIEH NpPHXOQMJIOCH MPH3HABaTbCA B TOM, 4YTO €MY eCThb [eJso
10 06e3bsiH.

— W, xoneuno, He Kakoi-HMOyAb MYCTAK BeleT ABYX TaKHX OXOT-
HHKOB — BOXaKOB y cebsi B JOKYHMIsiX — no ciaenam baupap-Jlo-
roB,— yuTuBo oTBeTHJ Kaa, xorsi ero pacnupajso oT JiOGOMBITCTBA.

— IlpaBo,— nauan bBany,— si Bcero-HaBcero crapblii M mnoguac
HepasyMmHblil yuutesab 3akoHa y Cuoxufickux Bosuar, a barupa...

— ...ectb bBarupa,— cka3zana 4epHas naHTepa M 3aKpelia MacTb,
JsI3rHyB 3y6amu: oHa He TNpH3HaBaja cMHpeHus.— Bor B uem Oena,
Kaa: 3TH BOpbl OpeXxoB W HCTpebHTENH MNaJbMOBBIX JHCTbEB YKpaJu
y Hac 4enOBeYbero JeTeHbllla, O KOTOPOM Thl, MOXeT ObiTh, CJBbIXaJl.

— $1 cabiiran yto-to or Caxu (MBI MPUAAIOT €My HaXaJgbCTBO)
Npo [eTeHbllla, KOTOporo nmpuHsAx B Boaubio Cralo, HO He MOBEpHII.
Caxu ciyluaeT OQHHM YXOM, a [OTOM [epeBHpaeT BCe, UYTO CJblLLIAJ.

— Her, 310 npaBpa. Takoro pereHbllla eule He OblBaaO Ha
csere,— ckaszan bany.— Camplil Jayudwiuil, camblf yMHBIH M caMmbiid
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cMesibifl 4YesioBe4MH [eTeHbill, MOH Y4YEeHHK, KOTOpBIH MpOCIaBHT HMS
Bany Ha Bce mXKYHIVIM, OT Kpast ¥ OO0 Kpasi. A Kpome TOro, si... Mbl...
aiobum ero, Kaa.

— Te! Te! — orBeuan Kaa, Bopouass roJjioBoit HamnpaBo H Haje-
Bo.— §l Toxe 3HaBaJ, 4TO Takoe Ji060Bb. 51 Mor Gbl pacckasaTb BaM
He OJIHYy HCTOPHIO...

— JTo Jyulle NOTOM, Kak-HHOYIb B SICHYIO HOUYb, KOrJa Mbl BCe
O6yaeM CHITBL M CMOXEM OLeHHTb pacckas 10 JIOCTOMHCTBY,— XXHBO
orBeTuna barupa.— Haw perennin rtenepr B pykax y bannap-
JloroB, a mb 3HaeM, uto u3 Bcero Hapopa JlkyHried onu Gositcs
onHoro Kaa.

— Ouu 6ositess onHoro mensi! M1 nenapom,— ckasan Kaa.— Boa-
TYHbH, TJynble H XBacCTJIWBble, XBACTJHUBbIE, riynbie GONTYHbH — BOT
KakoBbl 3TH oGe3bsinbl! OpHaKO BalleMy JIeTEHBILIY HEUero »aartb OT
HUX nobpa. OHH pBYT OpexH, a Korga Hajoect, 6pOCaldT HX BHH3.
Llenbi#t neHb OHH HOCSITCSI C BeTKOH, OYIATO 0GOHTHCH 6€3 Hee He MOTYT,
a noTroM JoMmalT ee nonosnaM. BalueMmy pereHbilly He No3aBHIYellb. .
KpoMe Toro, oHd Ha3biBaJK MeHS... XKeaToi pbl6oH, Kaxercs?

— UYepssikoM, 4epBSKOM. 3eMJIIHBIM YepBSIKOM,— cKa3asna baru-
pa,— M eulle pa3HBIMH KJIMYKaMH. MHe CTBIIHO Ja)e TMOBTOPSATH.

— Hapo ux npoyuutb, 4to6bl He 3a6HIBaJHCh, KOrga TOBOPSAT O
coeM rocrnofuHe! Aaa-ccn! UYro6sl nomuuaun nonyuwe! Tak Kyma xe
OHH 1nobeskaNn C geTeHbilieM?

— OpnHu TONBbKO JOKYHMIM 3uatoorT. Ha 3anam, s gymawo,— cka-
3an bany.— A Beab Mbl noJgaraju, urto Ttebe 3TO u3BecTHO, Kaa.

— Mue? Otkyna xe? $ xBaraio MX, KOTJa OHH MNOMAHAIOTCA MHe
Ha J[Opore, HO He OXOYyCh HH 3a 06Ge3bsSHAMM, HH 3a JATYLIKaAMH,
HH 3a 3ejieHoH THHOH B npynmy. Xccc!

— Bsgepx, Beepx! Baepx, Bepx! Xuasno! Hano! Mano, nocmorpu
BBepX, bany n3 Cuonuiickoit Cran!

Bany B3arnsiHya BBepX, uToGbl y3HATb, OTKYAa CJBILIHTCH TFOJOC,
H yBujen KopluyHa Yunsi, KOTophi#l 1/1aBHO CIyCKaJcs BHHM3, W COJHLe
CBETHJIO Ha TMPHUMNOAHATHIE Kpasi ero KpblibeB. Uumaio naBHo mnopa
OblJIO cnaTh, HO OH BCE KPYXKMJ HaA IKYHIVISIMH, Pa3biCKMBasi Me[Be-
Is1, 1 BCE HE MOl pPacCMOTPETb €ro CKBO3b TyCTYIO JIMCTBY.

— Yto cayuuioch?— cnpocua ero baay.

— $1 Bupen Mayran y Baupap-JloroB. On npocun nepenarb 310
te6e. §I mpocaenuns 3a uumu. OHU NOHECJH ero 3a peky, B 00e3bsHMI
ropog — B Xosoauble bepjord. BriTb MOXeT, OHH OCTaHYTCH Tam Ha
HOYb, OBITb MOXKET — Ha AEeCATb Houel, a 6biTb MOXeT — Ha uac. 31 Be-
Jiesl JIETYYUM MbllllaM NOCJeAHTb 32 HUMH HOYbO. Bor uTO MHe 6blio
nopyueno. JJo6poii 0XOTHl BCEM BaM BHH3y!

- — TJlonxoro 306a u kpenkoro cHa tebGe, Yuab! — kpukHyna bBa-
rupa.— 51 He 3abyny Te6si, Koraa BHHAY Ha AOGHIYY, H OTJIOXKY LEJYIO
rosioBy Te6e OZHOMY, O JyYLIHH M3 KOPILYHOB!

— Tlycrsaku! Iyctsiku! Manbuuk ckasan 3aserHoe Cioso. Henbas
Obio He noMoub emy! — W Yuab, cnenaB kpyr Hanm JiecoM, noseren
Ha HouJer.

— OH He 3a6bly1, uTOo HyXHO ckasartb! — papoBancsi Bany.— Ilo-
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JyMaThb TOJbKO: TaKOH MaJieHbKHH, a BcroMHua 3aBerHoe CJ0BO
Iltuu, na ewe kKorga o6e3bsiHbl TALUKWAH €ro Mo aepeBbAm!

— OHo 6bLI0 Kpenke BKOJIOYEHO B HEro, 3To cJjioBo! — cKasaJa
Barupa.— J1 To)e ropKych gerenbilieM, HO Temepb 1aM HAAO CNELWHTb
k XosonHbuiM bBepsioram.

Bce B HXYHIVISIX 3HAJHM, T'lle HaXOZUTCS 3TO MECTO, HO PEAKO KTO
6biBasi TaM, W60 XoJjonHbiMM bepaoramu HasbiBanu crapbiif, 3a6po-
LIeHHbIH TOPO, 3aTepABIIMIACA M NOXOPOHEHHBIH B uallle Jeca; a 3BepH
He CTaHYT CeJIUTbCA TaM, Te mNpexjae XUau Joau. PasBe nukui
KabaH MOCEJHTCA B TAKOM MecTe, HO He OXOTHHUbe mieMs. Kpome Toro,
o6e3bsiHbl ObIBaJH TaM He yallle, YeM BO BCSIKOM JPYIrOM MeCTe, H HH
OJIMH yBaxawIUUi ceb6s 3Bepb He Moaxoaus OJIH3KO K ropoay, passe
TOJIbKO BO BpeMsl 3aCYXH, KOrja B MoJiypaspylleHHbIX BojoeMax M Gac-
ceilHax ocTaBaJjach ellle Boja.

— Tyna nosHouM myTH NONHBIM XOMOM,— cKasaja barupa.

W bany cpasy npuyssLI.

— $1 6yny cneliuTb M30 BCEX CHJI,— CKa3aJj OH C TPEBOroil.

— Mubl He moxem Tebsi xpartb. Crenyit 3a namu, bany. Ham Hano
crelluT — MHe H Kaa.

— XoTb TH W Ha YeThIpex Jamnax, a s oT Tebsd He OTCTaHy,— KO-
porko ckasan Kaa.

Bany nopsiBajicsi 6exxaTh 3a HHMM, HO HOJKeH Obll crepBa cecTb
¥ nepeBeCTH NYX, TaK UYTO OHM OCTABHJHM MenBelsl JOTOHATH HX, U ba-
ripa fnomyajach Brepef OBICTPHIMH ckKaukamu. Kaa mosuan, HO Kak
HM cnewuna barupa, orpoMHbifi ynaB He orcraBan orT Hee. Korna
OHH po6paninch n0 ropHo#i peuku, barupa okasanace Bnepeg, noTo-
My UTO mnepenpeirdyJsia notok, a Kaa nepensibl ero, nepxa roJioBy
n wewo Hajx Boaod. Ho Ha poBHO# 3emje ynaB onsTbh Harsaj
Barupy.

— KasiHyck ciioMaHHBIM 3aMKOM, OCBOGOIMBLUMM MeHs, Thl HeIO-
xolt xonok! — ckasana Barupa, Korma cnycTHaHCb CyMepKH.

— Sl nporosopancsi,— orsetunn Kaa.— Kpome TOro, oxu HaswiBa-
JIK MeHsl NATHUCTOH JIATYLIKOH.

— UYepBAKOM, 3eMJISTHBIM YEPBSIKOM, J1a €lle »XeJTbiM!

— Bce pasHo. JlaBait aBurartbes nagblue.— M Kaa cnoBHo auiicst
no 3emJie, 30PKHM TI/1a30M OTHICKMBasi CaMyl0 KpaTKylo AOpOry ¥ ABH-
rasicb no Hef.

O6esbsinnit Hapoa B Xosoanbwix bepsiorax Bosce He Aymasn o Apy3b-
X Mayrnd. OHH npuTalluIM Majbuvka B 3a0poOLUeHHBIl TOPOA H Te-
nepp ObLIM OUYEHb AOBOJbHBI CcOOOf. MayriM HHUKOrja eule He BHaen
MHJIMHCKOTO ropoaa, U XOTSl 3TOT FOPO[ JieXaJl BeCb B Pa3BajMHaX, OH
noKasajcst MaJlbuUMKy BeJHKOJIENHLIM W mojubiM uynec. Opun Baage-
TeJIbHbIH KHSI3b TOCTPOMJI €ro AaBHbLIM-JaBHO Ha HEBBHICOKOM XOJIMe.
Eite Buanbl GblIH OCTATKH MOLIEHHBIX KaMHEM JOpOT, BeJyLUUX K pa3s-
pyLIEeHHbIM BOpOTaM, rje Hoc/JelHHe OOJIOMKH THMJIOrO JepeBa elle
BHCEJIH Ha H3bEJEHHBIX pKaBuMHOK meTnsix. [lepeBbsi BpoC/aM KOp-
HSIMH B CTEHbl M BBICHJIMCb Hajl HUMHM; 3yOUbl HA CTEHAX PYXHYJH H pac-

29



ChINaJIiCh B Mpax; MNoJ3yuyue pacTeHHst BHIOMJIHCb M3 GOHHHLl M packH-
HYJHCb MO cTeHaM GalleH BHCAYHMH KOCMaTbIMH MJETSMH.

Bonbioit nBopeu 6e3 KpHILUK CTOs1 Ha BepliWHe XxojMa. Mpamop
ero (OHTAaHOB M [ABOPOB OBl Becb MOKPBIT TpeUiMHAaMH W OypbiMH
NATHAMH JIMIIAHHHUKOB, CaMH IJIHTHL ABOpa, rle MpexX/ie CTOSIM KHS-
JKECKHe CJIOHb, ObiJIM MPHNOAHATH M PasABHHYTH TPaBaMH H MOJIO-
IbIMH nepeBbsiMH. 3a nBOpUOM ObljiH BUAHBI Psii 3a psiaoMm aoma Ges
KpOBeJ/b M BeCb ropoj, NOXOXHH Ha MyCThle COThl, 3aNOJHEHHbIE TOJbKO
TbMOH; GecpopMeHHass KaMeHHasl KoJjona, Kotopasi Obuia npexjae Hio-
JioM, BaJssach Telnepb Ha MJollaay, rje NepeKpeliHBaNuCh YeTbipe
JIOPOTH; TOJIBKO sIMbl H BBIOGOHHBI OCTaJIMCh HA Yrjax yJul, rie Kormaa-
TO CTOSJIM KOJIOALB! 1a oOBeTllaJible KynoJia XpaMmoB, Mo 60KaM Ko-
TOPHIX MPOPOCIH AHKHe cMOKOBHHLB. O6e3bsiHbl Ha3blBaJH 3TO MecTO
CBOMM ropojoM H penanau Buj, 6yaro npesupator Hapoa JlxkyHraed
3a TO, UTO OH XHBeT B Jecy. VM Bce-Taku OHM He 3HaJH, [JIS1 Yero no-
CTPOeHbl BCe 3TH 3[laHMSl U KaK MUMH Mosib3oBaThCcsl. OHU ycaKHBaNHCh
B KPYXKOK Ha IOMOCTe B KHS>KeCKoH 3aJie coBeTa, HCKaJH IPYTr y APYXKKH .
670X M Hrpanu B Jwojaeil: Bberajii B AoMa U OnsATb BhiGerasnd M3 HHX,
HaTAaCKHBAaJIM KYCKH LUTYKAaTypKH M BCAKOrO CTapbsi B yrosa M 3alblBa-
JIM, KyJla OHH BCE 3TO CNPSATaJM; NpajuCh W KpUuYaaH, Hanagas Ipyr
Ha apyra, notoMm pasberajiicb UrpaTh M0 TeppacaM KHsIXKECKOro canua,
TPSAACAM TaM anejbCHHOBbIE JepeBbsl M KYCThl P03 MJsi TOTO TOJIBKO,
uToObl MOCMOTpPETb, KaK MOCHILIIOTCA JienectkH M nuoabl. O oberanu
BCE MepPeXOoAbl H TeMHble KOPHUIODPHI BO ABOPLE U COTHH HEOOJIbLIMX TeM-
HbIX MOKOEB, HO He MOIJIM 3aMOMHHTb, YUTO OHH YXKe BHEeJH, a Uero euie
He BMJaJiM, W LIATaJHCb Be3jle MOOAMHOUYKe, MOMAPHO HJH KYUKaMH,
XBacTasiCb IPYr nepej ApyroM, 4to BeayT cebsi coBceM Kak Jioau. Ouu
MMM U3 BOJOEMOB H MYTHJIM B HHMX BOJIY, MOTOM ApaJjiMCb H3-3a BOJHI,
noToM cobHpajuchk To/No# M Geraju no BceMy ropoay, KpHya:

— Her B pxXyHrasx Hapoma Gosee Myaporo, LoGporo, JIOBKOTO,
CHJIBHOrO M KpoTkoro, yeM baupap-Jloru!

[ToroM Bce HauMHaJOCh CHOBa, [0 TeX MOp, MOKa UM He Haaoexas
ropoj, 4 TOraa OHH yberajud Ha BepLUMHBI JepeBbeB, BCe ellie He Tepsis
HajexX1bl, uTo Korja-uubyab Hapon JKyHrie# 3aMeTHT HX.

Mayran, Bocnuranubit B 3akoue JIKyHrje#dl, He mHOHMMaa TakoH
KH3HH, H OHa He HpaBuyacbh emy. O6e3bsiHbl NPUTALUIM ero B XOJOM-
Hble Bepsiorn yxe k Beuepy, W, BMeCTO TOro 4ToGhl Jiedb CraTh, Kak
cpenan 6bl cam Mayriu nocsie JOAroro MyTH, OHH CXBaTHJMCh 32 PYKH
M Havaju mJsicatb M pacneBaTb CBOW raynble necud. OnHa H3 06e3bsiH
1Ipox3HecJila pedb Mepel CBOMMH [Py3bsIMM M cKasajla UM, YTO 3aXBaT
Mayrau B nuieH oTMedaer Hayaso nepemensl B uctopuu Baupap-Jloros,
NOTOMY 4TO Tenepb Mayriu mnoka)er WM, Kak Hajgo CIJIETaTb BeTBH
M TPOCTHHKHM [J151 3ALUHTHl OT X0Jioja H QOXKASA.

Mayran Habpan JuMaH W Hayaj MX Cljietatb, a 0Ge3bsiHbl MOMPO-
GoBaJjiM mojapa)kaTb €My, HO 4epe3 HECKOJbKO MHHYT MM 3TO HacCKy-
YWJIO, U OHH CTaJW Aepratb CBOMUX [py3eH 3a XBOCTbl M, KallJIsifl, CKa-
KaTb Ha 4eTBepeHbKax.

— MHe xouercs ecTb,— ckadaa Mayrau.— $1 uyxod B 3THX Mec-
Tax — MPUHECHTE MHe MOECTb HJIM NMO3BOJIbTE 3[€Ch MOOXOTHTHCS.
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JlBanuatb WM TPUALATb 0Ge3bsiH GPOCHJIMCH 3a OpexamMH W [u-
KHMH MJI04aMu 1Jisi Mayrju, HO N0 JOpore OHH NOAPAaJHCh, 4 BO3Bpa-
11aThCs C T€M, YTO y HHX OCTaJloCh, HE CTOWJIO TpyAa. Mayrau obupesn-
cA M paccepauJicsl, He TOBOPSl yXKe O TOM, YTO Gbl1 roJiofeH, H HOJTO
6syKaaJ 1Mo MyCTHIHHBIM YJIHIlaM, BpeMsi OT BpemeHH ucnyckasi Oxot-
Huuui Knnu Uykaka, HO HUKTO eMy He OTBeTHJ, © MayrJii noHsJ, 4To
OH nomnaJj B O4YeHb IypPHOE MECTO.

«IIpaBna Bce TO, uto Baay roopus o Baupap-Jlorax,— nogymas
OH npo ce6Gsi.— ¥ Hux HeT HU 3akoHa, HH OxoTHuubero Kawnua, HH BO-
J)KAaKOB — HHUEero, Kpome TIJYIMbIX CJOB M LENKUX BOPOBCKUX Jamn. Tak
4YTO €CJIM MEeHfl TYT yObIOT HJIH fi yMPY TOJIOJIHOH cMepTbio, Ty 6yay cam
BuHoBaT. OgHakKo HaLo 4TO-HUOYOb NpPHAYMaTb U BEPHYTbCS B MOH
poaHble AXKyHrad. Bagy, koHeuHo, moGbeT MeHs, HO 3TO Jyulle, yeM
JIOBHTb JypaliKHe po30OBble JienecTKd BmecTe ¢ DBakpap-Jloramu».

Kak Tonbko oH nopollen K ropoackofl creHe, obe3bsiHbl ceffuac
Ke OTTalluIH ero o6paTHO, roBopsi, YTO OH CaM He MOHHMAaeT, Kak
eMy [0Be3JI0, H CTaJjud Liunath ero, 4roGbl OH MOYYBCTBOBaJ K HUM
6narogapHoctb. OH cTHCHYJ 3yGbl ¥ [poMoJYaJj, HO BCEe-TaKH MoOlues
C POMKO BOMWBIIHMH obOe3bsiHaMH Ha Teppacy, rae OblIH BOJOEMbl U3
KpacHOTO MecuaHuKa, HanoJIOBHHY TOJHble HoxaeBoi Bomod. Tam no-
cepellMHe Teppachi CcToslja paspylleHHasi Gecenka M3 Gejoro mpamopa,
MOCTPOEHHAA [JISI KHS’)KECKHX XK€H, KOTOpbIX JaBHO yXKe He Oblio Ha
cBere. KynoJs 6Gecenxu npoBaJiWjcs U 3achiliajl NOA3€MHBIH X0O4 U3 ABOp-
1a, 0O KOTOPOMY >KEHIUHHbl NPHXOAHJIH CIOJa, HO CTEHbl H3 Mpamopa
axypHo#l paGotbl ocTajuch Uesbl. UymecHyio pe3bOy MoJouHOH Oe-
JIM3HBI, JETKYI0 KaK Kpy»KeBO, yKpalllaJH arathl, CEpIOJHKH, SlIMa U Ja-
3ypHT, a KOrAa HajJ XOJMOM B30lUJa JIyHa, €e JYYH INPOHHKJIH CKBO3b
pe3b0y, M rycThle TeHHM JIerVIH Ha 3eMJII0 y30poM uyepHoro 6apxara.
OO6uKeHHBIH, COHHBIH W ToJOAHLIH Mayriu Bce e HE MOT HE CMesiThb-
csl, Korga oOe3bsiHbl HaYWHAJW B [ABajLaTb T[OJOCOB TBEPAHTb €MY,
KaK OHW MYApPHI, CUJIbHBI H JOGPHl U KaK OH Hepa3yMeH, YTO XO4eT C HHMH
paccraThces.

— Mbpul Beauku! Mbl cBoGoanbl! Mbl  JOCTOHHBI BOCXHILEHHS!
IlocTofiHbl BoCXHMUlEHHSl, KaK HHU OAWUH Hapon B AXYHrisx! Mel Bce
Tak TOBOPHUM — 3HAuuT, 3T0 npaspa!l — kpuuyaau oHH.— Ceiluac Mmbl
Te6e pacckaxem npo cebs, Kakue Mbl 3aMeydaTesibHble, pa3 Thl HacC CJy-
laellb ¥ MOXellb nepenartb Hawu cjoBa Hapomy JlkyHrael, utoGbl
B 6yayileM OH ofpalllajl Ha Hac BHHMaHHE.

Mayryu ¢ HUMH He CHOOPHWJ, W COTHH 06e3bsiH coOpaJsiichb HA Tep-
pace nocJayluaTb, KakK MX roBopyHsl 6yayT netb xBaJgbl banpap-Jloram,
M Korfa GoJTyHbU-00e3bsiHbl OCTaHABJHBAJHCh, YTOGHI NMEpeBecTH AYX,
oCTaJsbHble TIOAXBATbIBaJH XOPOM:

— 2710 npaBia, MbH Bce Tak rosopum!

Mayrsan KuBas rojioBoi, MopraJj rjiasamMd M IMOAAAKWUBAaJ, KOraa
€ro clpauiuBaJjH O yeM-HHOYAb, U TOJOBA Y HEro KpyXHuJach OT LIyMa.

«lllakan TaGaku, mHOJXKHO GBITb, MEpeKycasJ HX Bcex,— AymaJl OH
npo ce6sl,— M OHH Tenepb B3GeCHJUCb. DTO y HHUX GELUEHCTBO, «AMBa-
Hu». Heyxenun oHu Hukorpa He cnst? Botr cefiuac 3To o6/1ako 3akpoer
ayny. Ecan oHo Gosiblioe, st 6bl yenes, y6exatb B TeMHoTe. Ho s1 ycradis».
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3a 3TuM cambiM 06JaKOM CJE€JHJN JBa BEPHHIX Apyra B I0Jy3achl-
NaHHOM PBY MOA ropoiackoil creHodl. barupa u Kaa, 3Has, Kak onacHbl
06e3bsHbl, KOPJa HX MHOTO, BBIXKMJAJH, uTOObl He pHCKOBaTh IO-
HanpacHy. OGe3bsiHbl HM 32 UTO He CTaHYT ADATbCHA, €CJH HX MEHblie
COTHM MNPOTHB OJIHOTO, @ B [XYHIVIAX MaJjo KOMY HpaBHTCA Ta-
Koli nepesec.

— $1 nomosndy k 3anapHo# creHe,— wendysa Kaa,— u 6bICTpO
cKauycb MO CKJOHY BHHU3, TamM MHe Oyner Jerde. OHH, KOHEUHO, He
6pocsiTCA MHe Ha CNHHY BCEM CKOMOM, HO BCe Xe...

— §1 3Haw,— ckazana barupa.— Ecau 6b1 Bany Obln 3pecs! Ho
BCce-TakM Mbl ciejaeM uto MoxeM. Korga 3to o6jako 3aKpoeTr JyHY,
s BeIAY Ha Teppacy. OHH TaMm O 4eM-TO COBELLalOTCsH MeXAy COGOH.

— Jlo6po# oxoThl,— MpauHO cKa3asJ Kaa M CKOJIb3HYJ K 3anap-
HOH CTeHe.

Ona oxaszanacb pa3pylleHHOH MeHblle APYTHX, M OGosbLIOH yaaB
3aMellKaJicsi, npobupasicb Mexxay kKamHsimu. OGJako 3akpbljio JyHY,
H Kak pa3 B TO BpeMms, Koraa Mayrsiu pasgymbiBaj, 4to GyAeT AaJb-
lle, OH ycjblman Jjerkve ward Barupel Ha Teppace. Uepnasi nanrepa
B36exKaJjla No CKJOHYy noytd Ge3 Auyma W, He TpaTs BPEMEHH Ha TO,
utoObl KycaTbCsl, pa3fiaBaja ynaapbl HalnpaBo H HaJjeBo o6e3bsiHaM,
CHAEBIIHM BOKpYr Mayriu B nsiTbaecsT-ulectbiecat pspos. Paspascs
oOIlHH BOMJIb HCNyra W SIPOCTH, U, B TO BpeMsi Kak barupa waraJa
no kKatswuMmca M GapaxTalouluMcs TejaM, ogHa o6e3bsiHa KPHKHYJA:

— Omna 1yt onHa! Y6bem ee! Y6bem!

Kany6ok nepyumuxcsi o6esbsiH, Kycasich, Lapanasch, Aeprasi u Tep-
3ass Barupy, coMKHyJsics Haj Hel, a NSATb WM LIeCTb 00e3bsiH KPENnko
yXBaTH/IH MayrJiu, NoJATaIlKJIH ero K cTeHe 6eceIKH W BINHXHYJH B IpoO-
JoM KynoJa. MajibuuK, BOCUTAaHHBIH JIIOAbMH, Gbly1 Obl BeCb B CHHSIKAX,
MOTOMY YTO MafaTh €My MPHUIJIOCh C BBICOTH JOOGPHIX MATHAALATH
¢yToB, HO Mayrau ynas tak, Kak bany y4us ero nagarb, U cpasy crad
Ha HOTH.

— Ilocupu TyT,— KpHYasM obe3bsiHbl,— NOKa Mbl He y6beM TBOMX
npusitesiefi! A notom Mbl nourpaem c To6Go#, ecau fnosuthii Hapon
OCTaBHT Te6s1 B XKUBBIX!

— Mgl ¢ BaMH ofHOM KpOBH, s H BH! — ObICTpO wWenHyJ Mayrau
3menHoe CJoBo.

On cabllian LIOPOX M IUMNEHHe BOKPYr B Kydax wweGHA H AJf
BepHOCTH eule pa3 nostropusa 3meuHoe CJjioBo.

— Cccanpiium!  Y6epute KJ0GYKH! — cKa3ajJo HECKOJIbKO THXHX
rojiocoB (Bce pa3BasiuHbl B MHAMM paHO WJIM MO3AHO CTaHOBSTCS OG-
TajulleM 3Mel, 1 BeTXas Gecefka Kuulejsa KoO6pamu).— CTOH cMHpHO,
Magnenbkuit Bpat, vHade Thl pasgaBulib Hac!

Mayrau crosiyl CNOKOHHO, TJisiAsi B OTBEPCTHS aXypHOH pe3bObl H
NPUCAYUINBAsACh K IUyMy ApakH BOKDYT 4YepHOH NaHTephl, K BOMJAM,
GOpPMOTaHHUIO W LLJIENKaM H K T'yCTOMY, XpHIUIOMY Kalujio Barupel, Ko-
Topasi pBaJjach W MeTaJjach B3aJ M BNepel, 3ablXasacb MOA KydeH
HaBaJIMBUIMXCS1 Ha Hee 00e3bsiH.

Bnepsrie co nHsI cBoero poxieHuss Barupa gpanach He Ha >KH3Hb,
a Ha CMepTh.
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«Bany posken OblTb 6sH3Ko: Barupa ne npuiuga Gbl ogHa»,— Mo-
aymas Mayriav U KPUKHYJ TPOMKO:

— K Bopoemy, Barupa! Ckartuch k Bomoemy! CKaTHCb H HbIpHH!
Bpocaiicst B Bopmy!

bBarupa ero ycablilaja, U 3TOT KPHUK, CKazaBwui ed, yro Mayrau
XuB, npujaj el cuapl. OHa Apasach OTYasiHHO, 1Iar 3a LIAroM Mpo-
Knaabibasg cebe popory K Bomoemy. M Bor y noaHoxust paspy-
UIEHHOH cTeHB, O/HXKe K MAXKYHIJISAM, pasfaJjcs, Kak rpom, GOeBof
kaud Bany. Kak nu crmewwua crapwiili MeiBeab, OH He MOT TMOCHEThb
pasblle.

— barupa,— kpuvaa oH,— s1 3pecs! 1 se3y Beepx! d cnewy! Kamuu
CKOJIb3AT y MeHst u3-noj Hor! J[afiTe TONBKO 110 Bac H06GpaTthCs, O BHI,
nogssle banpap-Jloru!

MenBeab, neixTSA, B3o6pascs Ha Teppacy H Hcye3 MO BOJIHOM
00€3bsIH, HO TYT Ke, NMPUCEB HAa KOPTOUKH, PACCTaBHJ NEpefHHe Janbl
4 3arpe6 HMH CTOJIbKO 06Ge3bsiH, CKOJbKO MOr yaepxaTb. [lotom mo-
CblllaJMCh PaBHOMEpHbIE yAapbl — XJOM-XJOM-XJoN! — ¢  4YMOKaHbeM,
CI0BHO rpe6GHoe KoJjieco Ousio no Boge. llym napgenust w Bcneck cka-
sanu Mayrad, uro barupa npoGupanack K BoLoeMmy, Kyia 0OGe3bsiHBI
He MOIJIH noJie3Tb 3a Heil. [lanTepa sexaJsia B BOfle, BBICTABHB TOJIBKO
roJIOBY, 4 XalHO JIOBHJA PTOM BO3A4YX, a 06e3bsiHbI, CTOS B TPH psIAa Ha
KpacCHBIX CTYMEHsX, INPUMJACbIBAJM OT 3J06bl Ha MecTe, roTOBble Ha-
O6poCUTbCA Ha Hee CO BCEX CTOPOH pa3oM, €CJIH OHa BHIHAET M3 BOALI Ha
nomolllb Bany. Bor torma-ro Barupa nomHsina Mokpblil noaGoponok
U B OTUAsiHUM KPHUKHYJa, 30Bs1 Ha nomolub 3Meunblii Hapon:

— Mbubl ¢ BaMu ofHOI KpOBH, 51 U Bb!

Ona pymasa, uto Kaa ctpycus B nocieaniolo muuyty. Jlaxe Baay
Ha Kpalo Teppachl, eBa [plllla Moj HAaBaJHUBIIMMHCA HA Hero o6esb-
AAHaMH, HE MOl HC 3aCMeSTbCS, YCJbIIAB, YTO UepHAst MaHTepa Mpo-
CHT MOMOLILH.

Kaa Tosbko uTO nepeBaJiuiics uepe3 3anagHylo CTEHY W C TaKOH CH-
JIOH PyXHyJ Ha 3eMJ10, 4yTo Gosibliof KameHb cBajuics B poB. OH He
HamepeH Oblj1 OTCTYNMaTh W pa3a jJBa CBEPHYJCS H pa3BepHYJCHA, Mpo-
Bepsisl, HACKOJbKO KaXAblfl ¢yT ero AJHHHOrO TejJa rotoB K 60I0.
Tem Bpemenem basy npoposxkan Goif, # 06e3bsiHbl BONWJIH Hajd BOAO-
emoM BOKpyr barupbl, u Hetonblpp Maur, jetas B3al U Blepen, pas-
HOCHJI IO JKYHIJIIM BECTH O BeJIHKOH OHTBe, Tak 4To 3aTpyOHJ daxe
nukui cion Xatxu. Jlaseko B Jiecy MPOCHYJIHCh OTAEJbHbIE CTalKH
o06e3bsiH U MOMYaJUCh N0 BEPXylIKaMm depeBbeB K XoJjoaHuM bepiorawm,
Ha TMOMOUlb CBOMM pojaH4aM, U 1uyM OHTBb pa30yauJ JHEBHBIX MTHL
Ha MHoro Musb Bokpyr. Torna Kaa nBunysicsa ObICTpO, HalpsiMHK, rops
XaxjgoH yb6uiictBa. Bcsi cuna ynaBa — B TSIXKKOM yjape roJOBOH,
yIBOEHHOM CHJIOH W TsiKecTblo Bcero Ttesa. Eciu Bbl Moxere cebe
NpeACTaBHTb KOMbe, WJH TapaH, WJIH MOJIOT BECOM [OUTH B MOJTOHHHI,
HanpabJiieMblH CNOKOHHBIM, XJaJHOKPOBHBIM YMOM, Bbl Mo¥XeTe cebe
npencTaBUTh, KaKoB Obl1 Kaa B 6o10. ¥YaaB AJHHOH B 4eThipe UJH MATb
¢yToB MOxKeT cOUTb C HOT YesJOBeKa, eCJH yAapHT ero roJoBoi B Irpyib,
a B Kaa 6buwio uesblx Tpuauarth ¢yToB, Kak BaM H3BecTHO. [lepBbiid
ynap, HanpaBJjieHHbIl M[psiMO B rylly o6Ge3bsiH, OKpyxXaBluux bany,

21600 33



OblJ] HAaHECeH MOJi4a, ¢ 3aKPbLITHIM PTOM, & BTOPOTO yJlapa He MOHajo-
6ngocb. O6e3bsiHbl GPOCHJNCH BPACCHIMHYIO C KPHKOM.

— Kaa! 910 Kaa! Berure! Berure!

He onHo nokoJsieHHe 06e3bsiH BOCIHTHIBAJOCh B CTPaxe U BeJio cebs
NPUMEPHO, HACJYylIaBIIKUCh OT CTaplldix pacckasoB npo Kaa, Hou-
HOro BOpa, KOTOpbIH yMeJ MPOCKOJb3HYTb Cpeiu BeTBell Tak ke Oec-
LIYMHO, KaK pacteT MOX, H yTalllHTb CaMyl0 CHJbHYIO 00e3bsiHy; Mpo
craporo Kaa, KOTopblii yMesa NPHKHABIBATHCSA CYXHUM CYKOM HJIH THHJIBIM
nHeM, TaK UTO caMble MyApble HHYEero He MOAO03peBaJH A0 TexX Mop, Noka
3TOT cyK He xBaTaJj ux. OGesbsinbl Gosiiuch Kaa GoJiblie Bcero Ha
cBeTe, HOO HM OJlHA M3 HUX He 3HaJsa IpeleJioB ero CWJbl, HH OJHa He
cMeJa B3IVIIHYTb €MY B [Jlada M HH OJHAa He BbILLJIA >KHUBOH H3 ero
o6bsituii. M motomy, mpoxa or ctpaxa, oHH GPOCHJIHCH Ha CTEHbl M Ha
KpHIM AoMoB, a bBany rayGoko B3goxHys oT o6Gseruenusi. lleperb
y Hero Oblja ropasgo ryule, yeM y barupbl, HoO U OH CHJIBHO MoOCTpa-
naa B 6oto. M 1yt Kaa, BnepBble packpblB nactb, NpoOLIKHIES] OAHO A0J-
roe, CBUCTsALLee CJA0BO, U 00e3bsiHbl, AaJIEKO B Jecy ClellMBLIHe Ha I0-
Mol K XosoguoiM BepJsioram, 3aMepsiu Ha MecTe, APOXA TaK CHJbHO,
4TO BETBH MOJ HX TSAKECTbIO COrHysauch W 3atpewianu. OGesbsHbl
Ha CTEHaX M Ha Kpblllax [JOMOB Mepectaju KpHuaTb, B FOpOJAE CTaJjo
THXxo, U Mayrau ycaellag, Kak barupa otpsxuBaetr Mokpble 6oka,
BHIHAs u3 Bopoema. [lotom choBa mogHsincs wyM. OGe3bsiHbl TOJ€3JH
Bbille HA CTEHbl, YLENUJHUCh 3a HIeH GOJIbIIHX KaMeHHbIX HAOJOB H BH3-
J)KaJju, npeirasg no 3ybuathlM cTeHaM, a Mayrid, TpunJjschlBass Ha
MecTe, MPHJOXKHJICHA TJ1a30M K a)XYpHOH pe3bbe M HauaJj yxaTb M0-CO-
BHHOMY, BblpaKasi 3THM Mpe3peHHe U HAaCMEILKY.

— [octanem pgeteHbllia u3 3anajHH, f Oosblle He Mory! —
TAXKEJ0 [blllla, cKas3aja barupa.— Bo3bMeMm perteHbilla U GeXHM.
Kak Gbl oHu onsith He Hanasu!

— OHH He ABUHYTCH, MOKa 5 He NpUKaxy uM. CcToliTe Ha Mecccte,—
npounnes Kaa, u Kpyrom onsitb crajo THXo.— 5 He Mor npuiiTH
paubule, CecTpa, HO MHE [10Ka3aJoCb, YTO 51 CJbllIy TBOH 30B,—
ckasaJs oH Barupe.

— ... a, MoxeT ObliTb, U 3BaJsa TebGs B pa3rape 60sl,— OTBETHJA
Barupa.— Baay, Thl paHeH?

— He 3Haw, Kak 3T0 OHM He pazopBaNd MeHs HAa COTHIO MaJjeHb-
KHX MeaBeaeH,— cka3an DBasy, creneHHo oTpsixuBasi OAQHY Jany 3a
apyroii.— Ooy! Mue Goabuo! Kaa, Mbl Te6e 006si3aHbl >KM3HbIO, Mbl
¢ barupoii...

— IJT0 NycTAKU. A rae XKe uyejoBeueK?

— 3nech, B 3ananse! S He mory BbIGpaThesi! — KpHKHYJ Mayra.

Han ero rosoBoil 3akpyrssijicst KyrnoJ, NpoBajMBLIMHCS MO caMoi
cepenmHe.

— DBosbmure ero orcioga! Ou tanuyer, kak nasaud Mop! O rne-
penaBUT HOTaMH HalUUX AeTel! — cKaszald KOGPHI CHH3Y.

— Xa! — 3acmesnca Kaa.— ¥ uero Besge apysbsi, y 3TOro ueno-
Beuka. OTo#aM nopaJiblie, 4eJOBeUeK, a Bbl CIPsYbTeCh, O $INOBHTHI
Hapon! Ceituac s1 npoGbio cTeny.

Kaa xopollenbko ocMoTpescsi W Halles [MOYEPHEBIUYIO TPELIHHY
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B MpaMOpHOH pe3bbe, TaM, rie cTeHa Oblia CHJbHEE BCEro pa3pylleHa,
pasa 1Ba-TPH cJerka OTTOJKHYJCS FOJOBOH, NPUMEPHBAsiCh, MOTOM MPH-
MOAHAJCA Ha WecTb (GYTOB Hajy 3emMjeH W yAapusa H30 BCeH CHJb
lecsiTb pa3 noiapsii. MpamopHOoe Kpy»KeBO TPECHYJIO H pacchlinajoch
o6JaKoM MNblJM W Mycopa, ® Mayriu BbICKOYHJ B MpoOouHy u Opo-
cujcs Ha 3emJsio Mexxay Darupoét u Bany, o6HAB o6Goux 3a 1Ielo.

" — Tbl He paHen? — cnpocun bajy, jackoBo ofGuumasi Mayrau.

— Mens obugenu, s rojojeH W Bech B cHHSIKax. Ho kak xec-
TOKO OHM Bac moTpenanu, 6patbss Mon! Bel Bce B KpoBH!

— He oanu wMmbl,— ckasana barupa, oOausbiBasch W TS0 Ha
Tpynbl 0Ge3bsin Ha Teppace M BOKPYr Bojoema.

— 3r0 MyCTAKH, BCé MYCTSIKH, €CJM Thl XUB M 3[0POB, O MOSI rop-
JOCTb, JyuYllnii U3 jgsarymat! — npoxubeikan bady.

— O6 sTtoM MBI NOroBOpPHM mocJie,— ckasasna barupa cyxo, uTto
BOBce He noHpaBujoch Mayrau.— OpHako 3meck Kaa, koTopomy Mmbl
c bany o6a3aunbl nmobenoit, a Thi — xu3ubl0. [Tobnarogapu ero, Kak no-
Jaraercs no HaWHM ob6bluasM, Mayrau.

Mayrsan obepHyiica W yBHOeN, UTO HaJ HHM packKauyMBaeTcs roJo-
Ba 60JsibLIOrO yjaBa.

— Tak 3To u ectb uesoBeuek? — ckazaa Kaa.— Koxa y Hero
oueHb rjankasi, ¥ OH noxox Ha DBaupap-JloroB. Cmotpu, uTo6 51 He
npHHAJ TeOs 3a 00e3bsiHY Kak-HHOyAb B CyMepKax, Nocjie TOro Kak
CMEHIO CBOIO KOXY.

— Mbl ¢ ToGoli OmHOH KpoBH, Thl M $,— oTBedaj Mayran.—
CerogHsi Thl BO3BpaTHJ MHe »XH3Hb. Mosi mobGblua Oyger TBoeit mo-
Gblueil, Korja Thl nporojopaelibcs, o Kaal

— Cnacubo, Manenbkuii bBpat,— ckazan Kaa, xors rsiasa ero
cmesincb.— A 41O MOXKeT yOuTb Takoil XxpaGphlit OXOTHHK? $I mpoiuy
M03BOJIEHUS CJIEAOBATh 338 HUM, KOTAa OH BBLIALET Ha JIOBJIO.

— Cawm 2 He y6uBalo, 1 ellle MaJl, HO 51 3aroHsI0 KO3 AJs TeX, KoMy
OHH HyxHbl. Korma 3axodeilb ectb, MPHXOAH KO MHE H YyBHIHLUIb,
NpaBAa 3TO WKW HeT. Y MeHsl JIOBKHe PYKH,— OH BbITSIHYJ HX Brepej,—
U ecJM Thl TNOMajeuibcsi B 3anajHIo, § CMOTY YIMJIaTHTb A0Jr U Tebe,
u barupe, u Baay. Ilo6poli oxoTel BaM BceM, yuHTe/ss Mou!

— Xopoio ckasaHo! — npoBopuas bBaay, 6o Mayrau Gaaropa-
PHJI KaK rosiaraercs.

YnaB no/ioxus Ha MHHYTY CBOIO TOJIOBY Ha Mjedo Mayrnu.

— Xpabpoe cepaue ¥ yuTHBasi peub,— cKasas OH.— C HHMH Thl
[aJieKo MoHaenlb B IXKYHIJsAX. A Tenepb yXoiH OTCIOAA CKOped BMecTe
c TBOMMH Apy3bsimu. CTyna#l cnaTh MOTOMY, YTO CKOpPO 3aljeT JyHa,
a tebGe He roAuTCs BHAETb TO, UTo OyneT.

JlyHa capunach 3a XoJMaMH, H PSAbl OpoXalMX 00e3bsiH, KOTO-
pble KaJuch M0 CTeHaM W GallHsM, NMOXOAW/IH Ha PBaHylo, KojeGJso-
wylocsi Gaxpomy. basy colues k Bojoemy Hanutbesl, a barupa Ha-
yajia BbUIM3bIBaTh cBoM mex. M Tyt Kaa BbImosi3 Ha cepeiuHy Tep-
pachl, COMKHYJl MacTb, 3ByUHO LUEJKHYB HeJIOCTAMH, H Bce 00e3bsiHbl
YyCTPEMHMJIH Ij1a3a Ha Hero.

— JlyHa 3axoaut,— cka3zasn oH.— JlOBOJIbHO /4 CBETa, XOPOLIO JIH
BaM BHAHO?
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[To cTenam npoHeccss CTOH, CJOBHO B3/J0X BeTpa B BeplUHHAX
JePEBbEB:

— Mu Bugum, o Kaa!

— Xopouwo! Haunem e nascky Kaa — [lasicky lonopa. Cuaure
CMHDHO U cMmoTpuTe!

OH gBaAbl WJIH TPHIKIABl CBEpPHYJCS B GosiblIOe ABOMHOE H TPOH-
Hoe KoJiblLi0, MOKauuBasi rosioBoH crpasa HaJjeBo. [loTom Hauas Bbige-
JblBaTh MNETJH M BOCbMEPKH M MSATKHE, pacnjblBuathle TPeYroJbHHKH,
nepexoisiliie B KBaApaTbl M MNATHYTOJbHHKH, HE OCTaHaBJHBascCh,
He criella ¥ He MpeKpalllas HH Ha MHHYTYy Herpomkoro rypenusi. Cra-
HOBHJIOCb BCe TEMHEE M TeMHee, U HAMoOCJeJOK YXKe He BHAHO Oblio,
Kak M3BUBaercs u cBuBaetrcsi Kaa, cablliHO ObLIO TOMBKO, KaK LIYPUIMT
€ro yeys.

bany u barupa cnoBHo o6paTHAHCh B KaMeHb, OLIeTHHHBIUHCD
¥ rayxo Bopua, a Mayrau cmotpes H OUBHJCS.

— banpap-Jloru,— HakoHel, mnocjbiiiazncst rojoc Kaa,— moxere
Bbl lIeBesJbHYTb PYKOH HJM HoroH 6e3 moero npukasza? [oBopure.

— be3 TBoero csoBa Mbl He MOXKeM lleBeJbHYTb HH PYKOH, HH HO-
ro#t, o Kaa!

— Xopowo! Ilopoitaute Ha oauH war Gauxe Ko MHe!

Panel o6e3bsin GecriomollHO KauHyJHchb Brepea, u Baay c baru-
po#l HeBOJIbHO CAeJiajiM 1llar Blepesl BMeCTe C HUMH.

— buauxe! — npouwentan Kaa.

M obe3bsiHbl wWarHyau ellle pas.

Mayrau nosoxua pyku Ha nsieun Barupel u Basy, utobbl yBecTH
UX npodb, ¥ 06a 3Bepsl B3APOTHYJ/H, CJOBHO NPOCHYBILUHCh.

— He cHumait pyku ¢ moero nJjeua,— ilensysaa barupa,— He CHH-
Ma#, HHaue s noday... noiiny xk Kaa. A-ax!

— 3T0 Bcero ToNbKO CTapblii Kaa BbizesbiBaeT Kpyrd B IbliH,—
ckazan Mayrau.— Muem otciona.

M Bce Tpoe BBICKOJNB3HYJH B MPOJOM CTEHBl H YLLIH B AXKYHIJIH.

— Yy-¢! — B3goxuys bany, cHOBa OUYTHBLIMCH CpPEAH HEMOABHXK-
HbiX gepeBbeB.— Hukorpa Gosibllle He CcraHy TMPOCHTb TIOMOLUH
y Kaa! — M on Bech copporuyJics ¢ roJioBsl 10 HOT.

— Kaa 3Haer GoJblue Hac,~— Bcsl ApoxKa, ckasana barupa.— Eule
HEMHOro, 4 1 6L OTNpPaBHJACh NPSAMO K HEMY B NacTb.

— MdHorue oTnpaBsiTcs TyAa e, NMpexiae 4YeM JyHa B3oHjeT elle
pas,-— orBetus bany.— OH Xopomo mMOOXOTHTCS — Ha CBOH Jap.

— Ho uro Xe Bce 370 3HauuT? — crnpocus Mayrau, KoTopbli
HE 3HaJ HHYCro O MNpPUTAraTe]bHOH cHJe 3Med.— 1 BHOEN TOJBKO
6oJiblilyl0 3MeI0, KOTopasi BHIIIHChbIBaJja 3a4eM-TO KPyrd Mo 3emJe, 1oKa
He ctemHeno. M Hoc y Kaa 6wl Bech pasbut. Xa-xal

— Mayrsu,— cepauto ckasana barupa,— Hoc oH pas6Gua paiu
TebdA, Tak e Kak Mou yuu, 6oka W Jjanbl, njedyd U wess bagy Hcky-
canbl paau tebsi. M Bany u Barupe TpynHo 6yner oXoTHTbCA B Teue-
HHe MHOI'HX JHeH.

— OT0 nycTsiKH,— cka3aa bBaay.— 3arto pereHblll onsite ¢ Hamu!

— Ilpasna, HO oH Ham moporo oGoulesicsi: pajy Hero Mbl Obliu
U3paHEHBl, M0XXEePTBOBAJH BpPEMEHeM, YyJauHOH O0XOoToH, cOGCTBEHHOH
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IKYpOH — y MeHsl BHILIMNAaHa BCS CHNHHA — W [aXe Halled 4YecTbio.
W60, He 3abbiBall 3TOro, MHe, UepHOH MNaHTepe, MPHULIIOCH MPOCHTh
nomown y Kaa, n mbt ¢ Bany notepssu pasym, Kak MaJjble NTEHIBI,
yBugeB Ilasicky Tonoma. A Bce orToro, uto T urpan ¢ DBaupap-
Jloramu!

— Ilpapna, Bce 310 npaspa,— ckasas Mayrau, ofedaiHBILHCh.—-
S nyoxoii meTeHbILl, ¥ B KUBOTE Y MCHS TOPBHKO.

— Md! Urto rooput 3akon [Ixyuraeii, basay?

Bany BoBce He »Xesan HoBolt Genabl mast Mayrau, HO ¢ 3aKoHOM
He LIYTAT, H NOTOMY OH MpOBOpYaT:

— lope He mMemaer nakaszanuio. Toabko He 3a6ynb, barupa,
4TO OH ele maJj!

— He 3a6yny. Ho ox narsopns Oenbl, H Tenepb HALO €ro noGHTH.
Mayrsi, 4To Thl Ha 3TO CKaXeplb?

— Huuero! 5 BuHoBat. A Bbl 00a paHeHL. DTO TOJBKO ClIpd-
BeJlJIHBO.

Barupa naja eMmy [ecsiTOK LUJENKOB, JEIKHX, Ha B3NS [aHTCpPH
(oHn maxe He pa3byauau Obl ee cOOCTBEHHOro JeTeHbILIa), HO AJsi ce-
MHJIETHErO MaJjbyHKa 3TO OblIH cyposble 11000H, OT KOTOPbIX BCSIKHH
pan Obln 66l u36aBHTbCSA. Korjia Bce kKoHuHJoch, Mayryiu Yuxuya u 6e3
€[MHOI0 CJI0Ba MOAHSAJCS HA HOTH.

— A rtemepb,— cka3ana Barupa,— npuiraili Ko MHe Ha CilHHY,
Manenbkuit bpat, u Mbl oTnpaBiMcs JOMOA.

Opana u3 npejecreit 3akona JKyHIJIeH COCTOMT B TOM. UTO C Ha-
KasaHueM KOHYaloTcsli Bce cueThl. Ilocie nero He OGblBaeT HHUKAKHX
NPHJHPOK.

Mayryig onycTuj roJioBy Ha cnuHy DBarupel M 3acHyn Tak Kpenko,
4YTO Aa)Ke He IIPOCHYJICS, KOrja €ro MOJIOXKMJM Ha 3eMJI0 B POJHOI
GepJiore.

«THI'P, TUTP!»

[Tocae npaku na Ckase Coera Mayriu yiues 43 BONYbLETO JIOTOBA
M CIYCTUJCS BHH3, K HMaUIHSAM, i€ XWJH JIOAH, HO He OCTaJiCs Tam —--
IAKYHIJIM GblJIH cIHLIKOM OJIM3KO, @ OH 3KaJ, YTO HaXuJ ce6e He OJHOI0
aiotoro Bpara. M mnotomy oH noGexkasn pagblie, gepxKacbh JAOPOTH
Mo JHY AOJIKHBIL, U OTMaxaJ OKoJIO ABajALlaTH MHJb POBHOH pbICbIO, MOKa
He ao6paJicss N0 MeCT, KOTOpHIX ellie He 3HaJj. TyT HauWHanach LUHPO-
Kasi paBHuHa, yCesHHasl CKanamu H M3pe3aHHas oBparamu. Ha onnom
Kpalo paBHUHBI CTOSJ1a MaJieHbKas HepeBYLIKa, C ApPYroro Kpas rycree
JUKYHTJIM Ayro# NMOACTYlIaJH K CaMOMY BBITOHY W cpa3y OGpblBaJHCh,
CJIOBHO cpe3aHHble MoThirod. [lo Bcell paBHMHe nmacauCh KOPOBH K Oyil-
BOJIbl, H MaJbYHKH, CTOPOXKHBLUHE CTajno, 3aBujeB Mayriu, y6exaJi
C KpPHKOM, a Ge3loOMHble XeJaThle Mchl, KOTOPbIX MHOrO BO3Je KaXkioH
HHAHHACKOW [epeBHM, MOAHAJAM Jai. Mayrik noules Aajblie, NOTOMY
4To OblLA roJIofeH, U, NOHAS 0O AepeBEHCKON OKOJMHUb! YBUAEI, YTO 60Jb-
11O TepHOBBIA KYyCT, KOTOpLIM B CYMEpPKH 3aropaXuBaloT BO[OTa,
OTO/LBHHYT B CTODOHY.
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— TI'm! — cka3zan Mayrau (oH He B nmepBbI pa3 HaTblKaJjCcd Ha Ta-
KHe 3arpa<ieHusi BO BpeMsl CBOMX HOYHBbIX BblJIAa30K 3a efoM).—
3HauuT, JIOa4 U 3aech 6osatcs Hapopa IIxyHraeit!

OH cen y BOpPOT H, Kak TOJIbKO 32 BOPOTA BhILUEJ UYeJOBEK, BCKOUHJI
Ha HOTH, PacKpblJ POT W MOKa3aJ Ha Hero rnaJplieM B 3HaK TOro, UTo Xo-
yeT ecTh. YesoBeK nocMoTpes Ha Hero, nobexkasj o6paTHO MO €JHHCT-
BEHHOH [JepeBEHCKOH yJHle M M03BaJj Xpella — BBICOKOrOo M TOJCTOro
4yeJjioBeKa, OAETOro Bo Bce GeJioe, C KpacHbIM H KeJThiM 3HAaKOM Ha Ji0y.
JXpew nogoumesn k BopoTam, a 3a HHM npubexaJsio He MeHblUe COTHH
XKHTeJell NepeBYIIKH: OHM TJa3zenu, GoJTaNd, KpHUyasJH H [OKa3blBaJu
Ha Mayriu nanbuam.

«Kakue oHuM HeBexu, 3TH Jjogu! — ckaszasj npo ce6s Mayrau.—
Tosbko cepble o6e3bsiHbl Tak ce6Gst Benyt». M, or6pocuB Ha3zan cBou
IJIMHHbIE BOJIOCHI, OH XMYpPO [OCMOTpeJ Ha TOJMny.

— UYero ke TyT 60ATbCA? — cKa3aJ Xpeu.— Buaute 3HaKu y Hero
Ha pyKax u Horax? IDTo Bo/iubH YKychl. OH BOJUMH NpHeMbI W TpH-
6exxan K HaM M3 JXKYHIJel.

Hrpas ¢ Mayrjau, BoJuata HepeiKo KycaJjH ero cujbHee, UeM XO-
TeJH, H PYKH H HOTH MaJsbuHKa OblJH CIJOLIb MOKPHITH GesbiMH pyo-
namMu. Ho Mayrnu HMKorjga B XKH3HH He Ha3BaJg Obl py6ibl yKycamu:
OH XOpOILO 3HaJ, KakHe ObIBalOT HACTOsILLHE YKYCHI.

— Oit! Oit! — ckazaju B OAHH roJioC ABe-TPH MKEeHIUHHb.— Becb
UCcKycaH BoJskamu, OenHsikka! Kpacublii Manpuuk. I'nasa y Hero
Kak oroHbkH. [IpaBo, Meccya, OoH oueHb MOX0X Ha TBOEro ChblHA, KO-
TOPOro yHec THUTp.

— [laliTe MHe B3rJsiHyTh,— CKa3aJjla >XEHLIMHA C TSKeJbIMH Mel-
HbiMu OpacjeTaMH Ha 3anacTbsiX W LIMKOJOTKAx H, MPHUKPLIB [Ja3a
JNajoHblo, nocMmortpesa Ha Mayraiu.— Jla, ouenb noxox! OH xynee,
3aTO JIMLUOM OH TOYb-B-TOUb MOHM CBIH.

JKpew Obli uesoBeK JIOBKHH H 3HaJ, 4TO MyX Meccyd — oau
M3 MepBbIX AepeBeHCKUX Gorauedl. M notomy oH Bo3Bes rjasa K HeOy
H MPOH3HEC TOPIKECTBEHHO:

— UYTO MXKYHIIM B3fJIH, TO AXKYHIJIM H OTAaJH. Bo3pMH MasbumKa
K cebe B oM, cecTpa Mosl, U He 3a0biBall OKa3biBaTb IlOYeT XKpewuy,
KOTOPOMY OTKpPBITO Bce Gyayulee uesoBeKa.

«Knsnyce 6yfBoJiOM, BBIKYNHBLIHM MeHsi,— nogyman Mayran,—
BCe ITO O4eHb NOX0XeE Ha To, Kak McHs ocMatpuBana Cras! Uro xe,
€CJIM 51 UeJIOBEK, TO U Oyly UeJOBEKOM>.

Toana paccrynujack, U XKeHUIMHA caejiaja Mayrau 3Hak, utobbl OH
ulesl 3a Hell B XMXKMHY, Fe CTOslja KpacHasl JIaKHPOBaHHAs KpoBaTh.
A eme TaM GblIO MHOTO Bellei: GOJbIIONH TVIMHSIHBIA COCYA AJISi 3€pHA,
MOKPLITHIH 3a6aBHBIM BBIMYKJBIM Y30pPOM, C MOJIAIOKHHB MeIHBIX KO-
TEJIKOB [J1s1 CTPANHH, O0’KOK B MaJjieHbKOH HHUlle W Ha CTeHe — HacTos-
lilee 3epKaJlo, Kakoe MOXHO KYNUTb Ha [epPeBEHCKOH sipMapke 3a BO-
CeéMb LIEHTOB.

Ona pasna Mayrau BBOJIIO MOJIOKa M Kycouek xJjeGa, MOTOM MOJIO-
KHMa PYKy eMy Ha TOJIOBY W 3arjisiHyJa B ryasa; el Bce-Taku Ayma-
JIOChb, 4YTO, MOXeT ObiTh, 3TO H B CaMOM JeJie ee POJHOH CbiH BEPHYJCS
U3 JOKYHIJIed, kyna ero yHec turp. M ona nosBasa:

38



— Harxy! O Harxy!

Mayriu Huuem He nokasaJ, YTO 3TO HMSl €My 3HaKOMO.

— Passe Thl 326021 TOT d€Hb, KOTZla 51 Nofapusa tebe GalIMaku? —
OHa poTtpoHyJach A0 ero CTYMHH, TBepAOH MNOUTH Kak por.— Her,—
CKasaja OHa C TpycTbio,— 3TH HOIM HHKOrja He 3HaJu GauiMakos.
Ho Tbl oueHb noxox Ha moero Harxy u Gyjelib MOUM CbIHOM.

Mayrau ctano He no cebe, OTTOrO 4TO OH A0 CHX NOP HHUKOrJAa eule
He GbiBas Moj Kpbilleil. Ho, B3rJsiHyB Ha COJOMEHHYIO KDOBJIO, OH yBH-
Jle1, YTO CMOXeT ee pa3obpaTb, €clH 3axodeT BbIOpaTbC Ha BOJIO,
M UTO OKHO He 3aMupaercs.

«UTo TOJKY ObITH 4YEJIOBEKOM, €CJH He [MOHMUMaellb 4YesoBeubel
peuu? — ckasaJs oH cebe.— 3pech s Tak e IJIyI H HeM, KaK uesoBeK
y Hac B JUKYHrisiX. Hago Hayuutbest MX sI3BIKY».

Henapom, »XuBf Cc BOJKaMH, OH BHIyYHJCS HNoApakaTh GoeBOMY
KJHUY OJIeHed B MXKYHIJIIX M XpIOKaHblO JHKHX cBHHeH. Kak Tosbko
Meccya npoHu3HocHJa KaKoe-HHOYAb cJoBo, Mayrin oueHb [OXOXe
NOBTOPSJ €ro 3a HeH M ellle A0 TEMHOTbl 3ayuWs Ha3BaHWA MHOTHX
npeameToB B XxuxkuHe. [lpuinjo Bpemsi cnath, Ho Mayrin HH 3a 4YTO
He XOTeJs JIOXKHTbCSl B XMXKHHE, 110X0XKeH Ha JIOBYLIKY AJS IaHTephl,
M KOrja 3anepju ABepb, OH BBICKOYHMJI B OKHO.

— OcraBb ero,— cka3zan My Meccyu.— He 3a6biBaii, 4To OH HH-
KOrJa elle He crnaJj Ha KpoBatd. Eciu oH BnpaBAdy mocsaH HaM BMECTO
CblHa, OH HHKyJAa He YGeXHT.

M Mayran pacTsiHy/csl cCpeld BBICOKOH YHCTOR TpaBhl Ha Kpaio
nons. Ho He ycnesn oH 3aKpbITh rsasa, Kak 4el-To MSTKHH cepblil HOC
TKHYJl €ro B HI€l0.

— @y! — ckazan Cepoiit Bpat (370 6bl1 cTapiinit U3 AeTeHblIleH
Martepn Bosunus).— Crouno paau 3toro GexxkaTb 3a To60H ABajpLaTb
muab! OT Te6Gsi maxHeT OBIMOM H XJIEBOM — COBCeM KaK OT 4YeJIOBEeKa.
[TIpocuucs, Manenbkuit Bpar, s npuHec Te6e HOBOCTH.

— Bce nu 3g0poBel B AXKYHIJISIX? — cnipocus  Mayriu, o6HH-
mast ero.

— Bce, kpome BosiKOB, KoTopble oGoxrauch Kpachbeim llBetkom.
Tenepp caywai. lllep-Xad yulen oXoTHTbcs B jJajbHHE Jieca, MOKa
He 3a)KHBET €ro LIKypa,— OH Becb B oxorax. OH MOKJAJCS, YTO NO-
6pocaeT TBOM KOCTH B peKy, Korja BepHeTcs.

— Hy, 310 ™Mbl ewe nocmorpuM. 1 TOXKe KOe B ueM MOKJAJICH.
OpHako HOBOCTHM Bcerpga MNpPUSITHO CJblaTth. S ycras ceroiHs, odeHb
ycras oT Bcero HoBoro. Cepniii BpaT, HO Thl MHe Bcerja paccKasbiBai,
4YTO 3Haellb HOBOTO.

— Tol ne 3abynewb, uto Thl BOJK? JIlogM He 3acTtaBAT Tebs 3a-
OblTh Hac? — TpeBoxKHO crpocua Cepblii bpar.

— Hukorpa! § nukorga ue 3abyay, 4to Jo6ai0 T1eb6ss u Bcex
B Hauwell neuepe. Ho ne 3a6yay ¥ TOro, 4ro MeHsi MpOrHaju H3
Crau... )

— .4 uTO TeGsi MOryT nporHath W3 Apyro#t ctad, MaseHbKHH
BpaT. Jllogu ecTb JIOAK, M peub HX MOX0XKa Ha peub JATyUIeK B MPyLY.
Korna s npuny ciona cHoBa, si 6yny xnate Te6s B 6ambykax Ha Kpaio
BbHI'OHA.
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B TeueHue Tpex mecsilieB nocje 3ToH Houd Mayrju MOUTH He BbIXO-
AU 3a [epeBeHCKHe BOpPOTa, TaK OH Obll 3aHAT, M3ydass MOBaAKH
H oObiyan Jioaed. [lpexkjae Bcero emy NMpHILIOCh HaleTh MOBSI3KY BOK-
pyr Geaep, UTO OU€Hb €ro CTECHSJO, [IOTOM BblyYdTbCSl CUHTaATh AEHbIH,
HEeMOHATHO 3aueM, MOTOM NaxaTh 3eMJI0, B UYeM OH HC BHOEJ MOJb3bl.
IlepeBeHcKHe [eTH NoOCTOsSHHO ApasHuau ero. K cuactblio, 3akoH
Ixyurned Hayuna Mayrau coepKuBaTbecsl, HOO B JIKYHIJSAX OT 3TOrO
3aBHCAT XH3Hb M nponutadne. Ho Korma petw ApasHuJM ero 3a To,
4YTO OH HE XOTeJ HrpaTh C HMMH HJH NYCKATb 3Mesi, HJIH 3a TO, 4TO OH
#e TaK BbIrOBapHBaJj Kakoe-HUOYAb CJOBO, OAHA TOJbKO MbICJb, 4TO
HE/IOCTOMHO OXOTHHKA YOHMBaTh MAaJieHbKHX, 6e33allMTHbIX AeTeHbILICH,
He TO03BOJISJIa €MY CXBaTHTb M pa3opBaTh HX MOMoJaM.

Mayran caM He 3HaJl cBoel CHJibl. B HKyHPAsIX oH uyBcTBOBaJ cels
ropasjgo cjaabec 3Bepe#, a B jJilepeBHe JIOAH FOBOPHJH, UYTO OH CHJIEH,
Kak O6bik. OH He MOHMMAaJ, UYTO Takoe CTpax, M KOTJa [AePeBEHCKHH
JKpel cKasaJg eMmy, 4To 6or B xpaMe pasrHeBaeTcss Ha Mayrau, ecan oH
GyaeT KpacTb y »Kpeua cjajikde mjIoJbl Mairo, Mayrau CXBaTHJ CTaTylo
60XKa, NPUTALLMJ ee K Kpely B [IOM U MOIPOCHJ CAeNaTh Tak, YTOOH
6or pasrHeBaJjicsi 1 Mayryiu MOXHO Gblio Obl mogpatbest ¢ HHM. Co6Ja3y
6b11 GOJIbILON, HO KpelLl 3aMsij fieo, a MyXy Meccyu npgiuioch 3a-
N1aTHTb HemaJio cepebpa, uToObl YCIIOKOHWTb 0ora.

Kpome toro, Mayrsii He uMeJsl HHKAKOTO MOHATHS O TeX pasJjiyuilsax
MEeXJy JIOABMH, KOoTopble co3jaer Kacrta. Korma ocesn rowyapa csa-
JuJjcsl B AMy, Mayrjiy BbITAILMJ €ro 3a XBOCT H MTOMOT YJIOXXHTb FOPUIKH
IJIsl OTNpaBKH Ha pblHOK B KauxuBapy. DTo OblIO YyrKe H3 PYK BOH
IJ10X0, MOTOMY UTO TFOHUAap MNpHHAA/NeXaJ K HH3IIed Kacte, a npo
ocja v roBoputb Heuero. Korpa xpel crasn 6panute Mayrad, ToT npH-
rpo3uJ MOCaJAUTh U €ro Ha 0cCJIa, U XKpeL, cKasasa Myxy MeccyH, 4To ca-
MoOe Jiydllee — MOCKOpee MPUCTaBHTb Mayrium K Kakomy-HHOYAb JeJy.
[Tocne 3storo gepeBeHckuil crapocta Bejes Mayrin OTNPaBJATHCA
3aBTpa yTpoM Ha mnactbuile crepeyb OyiHBoJoB. Bogblile Bcex Obli
noBoJel 3tuM Mayrau. B ToT Xe Beuep, cuntasi ceGsi yxe Ha cayx6e
y IepeBHH, OH [PHUCOEAMHUICH K KpPYKKY, KOTOpbIi cobupascs Kax-
JIbli Bedep Ha KaMeHHOH mjoulaake noj GoJblIOH cMOKOBHHUeH. DTO
OblJ gepeBeHCKHH KJay6, KyAa CXOLMJUCh KYDHTb H cTapocta, H UH-
PIOJIBHHK, H CTOpOX, 3HaBLIMe HallepeueT BCe [ACDPEBEHCKHE CIUIETHH,
¥ ctapuk Dajjeo, AepeBEHCKHH OXOTHHK, Yy KOTOPOTO HMMeJICS aHIIWK-
cknil myuikeT. OGe3bsiHbl CHAeJaM U 0OJTajH Ha BEPXHHX BETBAX CMO-
KOBHHULIbl, 2 B HOpe MO MJoLLagkoH XKuaa koGpa, KOTOpOH KaKAablid
Beyep CTaBMIH OJIAEUYKO MOJOKa, OTOMY YTO OHa CuHTaslach CBSLLEH-
noit. CTapuKH paccaXXHMBajJUCb BOKpPYr Acpesa, OoJTajdu A0 No3jaHed
HOUM M KypHJH Tabak M3 6oabuiux kKajbsinoB. OHu pacckasuiBaiu yii-
BUTE/NbHBIE HCTOPHHU O JHOASAX, Gorax U nmpHBHAEHHsX, a baaneo paccka-
3bIBA.T elle GoJiee YAMBHTENbHbIE UCTOPHH O I0OBajxax 3pepeidl B JKYH-
rJsX, TaK 470 y MaJb4yHMKOB, CHAEBUIHX BHe Kpyra, AyX 3axBaThlBaJio.
Bojibule Bcero paccka3oB Gblio 11Po 3sepeil, NOTOMY UTO AXKYHIJIM NOA-
XOAuJH BIIOTHYIO K nepeBHe. OJieHH W [JHKHe CBHHbH [MOJKalbiBajH
TIOCEBbI, U BpeMsl OT BpEMEHH B CyMepKaX THUI'D YHOCHJ YeJlOBeKa Ha rJa-
3aX y BceX, YyTb JH HE OT CAMbIX JEPEeBEHCKHX BOPOT.
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Mayrau, KoTopblil, pasyMeeTcsi, XOpollo 3HaJ TO, O YeM 3JeCb pac-
CKasblBasM, 3aKpblBaJj JHLO pyKamH, YTOGbl HUKTO He BHIEJ, KaK OH
cmeercsl. banpeo, nmoJoXKuB MyUIKeT Ha KOJEHH, NepPexoaus OT OIHOM
YAMBHTEJbHOH HCTOPHH K IPYyroi, a y Mayran Tpsic/iuch IJleud OT cMexa.

banpeo tonkoBas o ToM, UTO THFp, KOTOpbIl yHec chiHa Meccyw,
6bl1 OGOPOTEHb W UTO B HEro BCeJIMJAch Aylla 3JI0r0 CTaporo poCTOB-
IHKa, KOTOPHIH yMep HEeCKOJIbKO JIeT Ha3al.

— W 3710 Bepro, s 3Hal0,— roBopus OH,— noromy urto [lypan
Hac Bcerpa xpomasa. Emy 3awubau HOry BO Bpemsi OyHTd, Koraa
COXKIJIM BC€ ero CuUeTHble KHHIHM, @ TOT THTP, O KOTOPOM $ [OBOpIO,
TOXKE XpOMaeT, ero Jianbl OCTABJSIOT HEPOBHBIE CJIEMbI.

— BepHo, BepHO, Tak OHO U eCTb! — NOATBEpAHJH ceable GOPOAb,
IPYXKHO KHBasi I'OJIOBAMH.

— HeyXxenu Bce BallW pOCCKa3HH Takasl crapas TPyXa? — CKa-
3aq Mayrin.— DTOT THTP XpPOMAeT MOTOMY, UTO pPOJAHJICS XPOMBIM,
Kak BceM usBecTHo. bosraTte, Oyaro ayma poCTOBILKHKA JKHBET B
3Bepe, KOTOpulH Bcerma Oblsl Tpyc/iuBee llakaja, MOTYT TOJNbKO Ma-
Jible JeTH.

banneo Ha MuHYTY oHemesn OF u3yMJseHHs, a cTapocTa BhHITapa-
ILMJ ryaza.

— Oro! 310 Beab ManpuullKa W3 HKyHriaei! — ckaszan Banpeo.—
Ecan y>X Thl Tak yMeH, TOrjga Jydlile OTHECH LWKypy 3TOro THUrpa
B KanxuBapy — npaBuTe/IbCTBO HA3HAUMJIO CTO PYNHH 3a €ro rojoBy
A eute nyullle MOMOJIYHM, KOTAa FOBOPST CTapllKe.

Mayrau Bcrasa. cobupasicb yXOLHTb.

— Bechb Beuep s J1exxaJ TYT K cayliaj,— OTO3BaJICsl OH, OIVISIHYB-
UIMCh uepes3 IJ1euo,— M 32 BCe 3TO BpeMsi, KpOMe OJHOTO WJM ABYX pa3s
banpeo He ckasan HM c0Ba mpaBAbl O MAXKYHIJISIX, 2 Belb OHH Yy HErO
3a noporom. Kak ke s1 MOry noBepuTb cKaskam o Gorax, IpHBHAEHHSIX
U 3JIbIX AyXaX, KOTOpPLIX OH 6yaTo Obl BHAEN?

— JToMy MaJbuMKy MAaBHO INopa K CTajy,— CKasaj CTapocra.

A Bangeo neixten W ¢blpKaj, Bo3Myllasicb nep3octbio Mayriu.

Bo MHOrHx HWHAMHCKHX HIepeBHSIX MaJjlbUHKH C PAaHHEr0 yTpa BhHI-
FOHAIIOT KOpoB M OyHBOJIOB Ha mnacTt6Hlle, a BeuepoM INPHTOHSIOT HX
obpaTHO, ¥ Te camble OyiiBOJBl, KOTOpble 3atontanyu Obl 6esoro ueso-
BEKa HacMmepTh, [103BOJSIIOT KOJOTHTb M TOHATb cebsl AeTsIM, KOTOpble
eABa AOCTAlOT MM 10 MopAab. [loka MasbuukH HdepKaTcst Bossne Oyi-
BOJIOB, MM HE TpPO3UT HHKaKasi ONAaCHOCTb — Ja)Ke THIpP He [OoCMeeT
HanacTb Ha lesoe ctafo. Ho ecnu oHu orofinyt cobupaTth UBeTbl HJH
JIOBHUTDb sIlLIePHL, HX MOXKET YHEeCTH THIp.

Panuum yrpom Mayrau npoexas no pepeBeHCKOH yJMLe, CHAS Ha
cnviHe Pambl, camoro GoJbuioro GyiiBosa B crtame. CuHe-cepnie Oyii-
BOJIbl C AJIMHHBIMH, 3arHyTbIMH Ha3aJ pOraMH H AHKOBAThIM B3TJSAOM
OlMH 3a ApPYrdM BbLIOHPAJIUCh M3 XJEBOB M LMK 3a BoxKakom Pamoi,
1 Mayrau pa’n MoHSITb OCTa/lbHBM MaJlbUHKaM, UTO XO35IHH 31eCh OH.
On kosotua GyHBOJIOB AJHHHOH oTnosupoBaHHoll GamOGyKoBOH nan-
KOH M CcKa3aJ OJHOMY H3 MaJIbuMKOB MO uMeHH Kammus, 4ro npoenet
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JaJjblue ¢ 6yHBoJlaMH, @ MaJbUMK{ NMYCThb nacyT KOpoB 6e3 HEro U HH
B KOEM cJiyuae He OTXOASIT OT CTaja.

WMupuiickoe nactéuille — 3TO CIUIOLIHbIE KAMHH, KYCTBI, TyYKH XeCT-
KOl TpaBbl M Heryiy0OKHe OBparu, mo KOTOpHM pa3bpenaercss U nps-
yeTcsi cTafo. byifiBonbl 06bluHO aAepxxaTtcst BO6AH3M GOJIOT, TAe MHOTO
H1a, U LeJbIMH YacaMH JeXaT M TPeioTCsl B ropsiuefl OT COJNHLA TPA3H.
Mayrau npurHan ctafo Ha TOT Kpall paBHMHBI, rie Baiinranra BbIXo-
JHMT M3 JOKYyHIJed, cockouus ¢ wen Pawmbl, nogbexan k 6am6ykoBOH
pouwnue ¥ Hawen tam Ceporo Bpara.

— Ara,— ckazan Cepnlil Bpar,— 51 yxXe MHoro aueil xny tebs
3pech. [las1 yero ata BO3HA CO CTAAOM?

— Tak mHe npukasano,— cka3zan Mayrau.— [loka uto 1 pepe-
BeHcKuil nactyx. A rpe Hlep-Xan?

— On BepHyJics B 3TH MecTa W JA0Jro noacreperan Tebsi 3[ech.
Tenepp oH onsiTh ylues, notoMy uto auuu mano. OH xoueT y6uTh Tebs.

— Orauuno! — ckazan Mayriu.— [loka ero 3gech HeT, Thl HJH
KTO-HHOYNb M3 ueTbipeXx OpaTheB [OJIXKEH CHAETb Ha 3TOH ckaJae,
yTo6Hl 51 TeGst BuAeJ, KOTla BHIXOXKY H3 aepeBHH. Korna oH BepHercs,
XKIHTEe MeHs B oBpare NMocpeAH paBHUHBI, Noj JepeBoM Axak. Hesauem
Je3Tb B caMmyio nactb llep-Xany.

[Tocsne aToro Mayras BbhiGpas TEHHCTOe MeCTO H YCHYJ, a GyHBoJbI
nacaucb BOKpyr Hero. Ilactu ckor B Munuu — 3aHsiTHe Ans JeHTseB.
KopoBbl nepeaBuraijoTcsi ¢ MecTa Ha MECTO ¥ KYIOT, MOTOM J0XKaTcs,
MOTOM ONSITh JBHralTCA Jajbllie # jAaxe He MmbiuaT. OHH TOJBKO
¢eipKaloT, a GyiHBoJB OYeHb PeAKO ToBOPSIT uTo-HUOYyAb. OHHM BXOIST
B HJIMCTBle 33aBOAM ONHMH 32 NPYTHM # 3abupaioTcsl B rps3b NO Camylo
MOpAY, TaK UTO BHAHBI TOJIBKO HOC JAa CHHHe, CJIOBHO (apdopoBble
rJasa, 4 JiexaT TaM, Kak Kosoabl. HarpeTwle cosiHLieM cKaJjbl CJOBHO
CTPYAATCS OT 3HOS, M MACTylUaTa CJABILIAT, KaK KOpLUyH (BCeraa ToJbKO
OJlMH) He3pHMO MOCBHCTHIBAET y HHUX HAJl TOJOBOH, ¥ 3HAIOT, UTO, €CJH
KTO-HHOYAb H3 HHUX yMpeT HJIM H3JOXHET KOPOBa, 3TOT KOPWYH CJETHT
BHH3 # COCeAHHH KOPUIYH 3a MHOrO MHJb OTCIOa YBHAMT, KakK TOT
CMYCTHJICS, H TOXe TOJEeTHT 32 HUM, a MOTOM ellle OJHH, U ellle, TaK YTO
efBa ycrneeT KTo-HUOYNb yMepeTb, Kak ABaAllaTb FOJOJLHBIX KOPILUYHOB
SIBJSIIOTCA HEH3BECTHO OTKyAa. Manbuuki [pemMyioT, MNpOCHINanTca
M CHOBa 3aChINAiOT, IUVIETYT MaJjeHbKHe KOP3HHOUKH H3 CYyXOH TpaBbl
M Ca)XaloT B HHX Ky3HEUHKOB, a TO NOHMAIOT ABYX O6OroMOJIOK H 3acTaB-
JSIOT HX ApaThCsl, @ TO HHXKYT OyCh M3 KPACHBIX H YepHBbIX JECHBbIX
OpPEeXOB, HJH CMOTPAT, KaK sillepylia TpeeTcsl Ha COJIHLe, HJH KakK 3Mes
BO3JIe JIYXKM OXOTHTCSl 3a Jsrywkoil. IloTom ouu noloT poJarue, npo-
TSXKHBIE MeCHH CO CTPaHHBIMH MepesMBaMH B KOHIlE, H JeHb KaxXeTcd
UM JAJIHHHee, YeM BCsSl KH3Hb APYTHM JIIOAsIM. A HHOraa BbHUIENAT ABO-
peu #JM XpaM #3 IVIMHBL ¢ QuUrypkamu Jiopelt, mowanedl u 6yiiBoJos,
BJIOXKAT TPOCTHHKH JIIOASIM B PYyKH, OYATO Obl 3TO BJajeTe/bHble KHA3bS,
a ocraJjbHbple QUrypKH — HX Boficko, uau 6yato 66l 3T0 6GOrH, a oc-
TajbHble UM MoJsiTcsi. [loToM HactymaeT Beuep, fAeTH C3bIBAalOT CTalo,
¥ Oy#BOJIbl OJMH 32 APYFrHM IMOJHHMAIOTCA H3 TyCTOH Ipsi3f C LIYMOM
MyLIeYHOro BBHICTPENa, W BCe CTAaf0 TSIHETCSl BepeHHUeH udepe3 cepyio
paBHHHY 06paTHO, K MepLAIOILHM OTOHbKAM JepPeBHH.
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JeHb 32 aHeM Bouus Mayrau OyiiBOJIOB K HJHCTbIM 3aBOJSIM, J€Hb
3a aHeM Bupaen Ceporo bpara na paBuuse (M notomy 3uaJj, uto Ulep-
XaH ellle He BepHyJcsl), AeHb 3a JHEM OH JexaJ B TpaBe, NPUCTYLIH-
Basicb K 3ByKaM BOKPYTI Hero, ¥ LyMmaJ O npexHeil >KH3HH B JKYHIVISIX.
Ecau 601 Hlep-Xan octynuicsi cBoeil xpomoit nanoil rae-uH6yab B 3a-
pocasix Ha Gepery Baiinrauru, Mayrau ycaslwasn 6bl ero B 3TH JOJrue
THXHE yTpa.

Hacran HakoHeu neub, korpa Mayrau ne ysupen Ceporo Bpara
Ha YCJOBJIEHHOM MecTe, M, 3acMesiBLIMCb, OH TMoOrHaa OyidBosoB
K OBpary Moj JepeBOM AXaK, CILIOWb IOKPHITHIM 30JIOTHCTO-KPACHBIMH
useramu. Tam cupen Cepblii BpaT, ¥ KaXabli BOJOCOK Ha €ro CIHHE
MoJHsAJCA AbIGOM.

— On npsitancst uenasléf mecsil, ytTo6b c6UTh Te6st co ciefa. Buepa
HOUbIO OH Mepetues ropol BMecTe ¢ Tabaky M Tenepb WAET MO TOPSTUHM
caenam 3a ToOOH,— CKasaJl BOJIK, TAXKEJO0 AbILA.

Mayrnyu Haxmypuics:

— $1 He Gowoch lllep-Xana, no TaGaku oueHb XHTep.

— He 6oiica,— ckasan Cepwiil bpar, cierka o6siu3HyB ryOb.—
51 nmoBctpeuan Tabaku Ha paccete. Tenepb OH paccKasbiBaeT Bce
CBOM XHUTPOCTH KopluyHaMm. Ho, npexpae uem s caoman emy xpeber,
oH Bce pacckazan MHe. lllep-Xan namepeH xaaTh TeGsi CerofHst Be-
uepoM y JEePEBEHCKHX BOPOT, TOJbKO Te6si U HHKOTO Apyroro. A Tenepb
OH 3aJier B 6OJIbILIOM [epecoXlleM OBpare y pekH.

— En on ceromHs unyd OXOTHUTCS Ha NYCTOH KeNYAOK? — CIIPOCHJ
Mayrau, noTroMy uTO OT OTBeTa 3aBHCeNa €ro XH3Hb HJIH CMepTh.

— OBH 3ape3aJ CBHHbIO HA paccBeTe, a Telepb ellle H HalUJCA BBOJIO.
He 3a6ynp, uto llep-Xan He mMoxeT npo6biTh W OLHOTO AHS 6e3 enbl
Jlaxke pajH MeCTH.

— O raynen, raynen! Ilenok u3 ienkos! Haencs nga eule # Ha-
NWJICA U AyMaeT, uTO sl CTaHy XKAaTh, noka oH BuicnuTcs! Tak rae xe
oH 3ajer? Ecau 6bl Hac ObIo XOTb jecsTepo, Mbl cOujH OB C Hero
cnecb. JTH OyliBOJBI He 3aXOTAT HamajaTth, e€CJIH He MOUYIOT THrpa,
a s He yMel0 TOBOPHTb Ha X si3blke. Hesb3st nM HaM nodTH mo ero
caeny, uto6nl GYHBOMB €ro Mouysiiv?

— OH nponJbli faneko BHH3 no Bafiwranre, utoObl cliefl 10TepsiJ-
cs1,— otBeTua Cepniil Bpar.

— 910 Tabaku ero HamoyMmuJa, st 3Halo. CaM OH HHKOIAa He Jora-
najncsi 6bl.— Mayrau cTosiJ, MOJIOXKHB najel B pPoT, H pasayMblBaj.—
Bousbioil oBpar y BallHraurs — oH BBIXOLHT Ha PaBHUHY MOUYTH 3a MOJ-
MHJIH oTciofa. $I Mory moBecTd cTajo KpYrom, uepe3d HXKYHIJIH, K Bep-
Xy OBpara, a MoTOM CNYCTHTbCSl BHH3, HO TOTJa OH yHJeT OT Hac Mo JHY
oBpara. Hano 3aropoaute ToT KoHel. Cepoll BoJik, MoXellb TH pas-
JeJIUTh CTajo nomnoJjam?

— He 3Haw, mMoxeT GbiTh H He CyMew, HO si MpHBesa Tebe yMHOTO
MOMOLIHHKA.

Cepbiii Bpat or6exan B cTopoHy W cockounsa B simy. Orryna noa-
Hsilach Gosibluasi cepasi rojioBa, Xopowlo 3Hakomasi Mayriu, ¥ 3HOH-
HbIfl BO3AYX HAMOJHUJICA CaMblM TOCKJIHBBIM BOEM, KAaKOH TOJbKO
MOXHO YCJBIWIATH B JRKYHTJVISIX,— TO OBblJ OXOTHHUHH KJIHY BOJIKa
B MOJIyleHHOe BpeMs. 43



— Axena! Akena! — kpuxkuyn Mayrau, xJjonas B JajolH.—
$I Tak W 3HaJ, yTo Thl MeHs He 3a6ynews! Ham npencrout 6osabluas pa-
6ota. Pasnenu crano HanBoe, Akesa. CoGepd KOPOB ¢ TeJsiTaMH, a Gbi-
KOB M pabouuXx 6yilBOJIOB — OTAEJbHO.

O6a BoJika, genasi netsH, 3aberanu B crajfe cpeiu GYHBOJIOB H KO-
pOB, KOTOpbie (pBIpKaNy H 3aKUAbIBAJH BBEPX TOJIOBBI, ¥ Pa3feJHJIH €ro
Ha ABe rpynnbl. B OAHON CTOSIIH KOPOBBI, OKPYXHB TEJSIT KOJBLOM,
H, 3J106GHO TJISIAs, PBUJIM KOMNBITAMH 3eMJI0, FOTOBble 6POCHTBCSI HAa BOJIKA
M pacTonTaTh €ro HacMepTb, €CJH TOJbKO OH OCTaHOBuUTCS. B mpyro#i
rpynne ¢bpKail W PBUIH 3eMJi0 ObIKH W MOJIOAble ObIYKH, KOTOpbIe
Ka3aJHch CTpalliHee, HO GBI JaJieKO He TaK ONACHBI, TOTOMY UTO He 3a-
UIHILAJH CBOMX TeNAT. JIIoAH # BllecTepoM He cyMmeny Obl pasaeuTb
CTafio Tak JOBKO.

— UYro npukaxelib eie? — copocds  Akesa, 3albIXasich.—
OHH XOTSIT ONAAITH COHTHCH BMecTe.

Mayrag Bckouns Ha cnHHy Pamsbl:

— Ortroun 6bikoB moaaJiblie HajeBo, Akena. Cepwili Bpar, korpa
Mbl YAaeM, He faBall KopoBaM pa36GeraThbcsl 4 3aroHsifl HX B YCTbe OBpara.

— Haneko au? — cnpocun Cepniil Bpat, Taxeno abllia W ied-
Kan 3y6ami.

— Jlo Toro mMecra, rie CKJIOHB Bcero Kpyue, urobet Lep-Xau ne mor
BBICKOUMTB! — KPUKHYJ] Mayrin.— 3anepKd HX TaMm, T10Ka Mbl
He nojpoinem.

Buika pBaHynuch Bnepen, ycabiwas rosoc Akensl, a Cepwslii Bpar
BbIle] W BcTas nepen KopoBamu. Te GpocuJich Ha Hero, # OH noGe-
»KaJ nepel camMblM CTajioOM K YCTbiO oBpara, a B 3T0 Bpems Akeja
oTOorHas ObIKOB JlaJleKo BJEBO.

— Xopowo caenano! Eule paz — 1 oHM APYXKHO ABHHYTCSI Briepef.
OcropoxHeil Tenepb, octopoxueil, Akena! CTOHT TOJBKO LUEJKHYThb
3ybamu, ¥ oHH Gpocsitcsi Ha Tebsi! Oro! Beuenas pabora, XyxXe, uem
TOHATb uepHBIX oJsieHeil! [lyman iy Thl, 4TO 3TH TBapu MOTYT Tak Obic-
TPO IOBHraTbcs? — cnpocuy Mayrau.

— $l... 7 oXoTHJICA ¥ Ha HHX B CBOe BpeMfl,— 3a]blXasChb OT IIbLIH,
oro3Bajicss Akesna.— [loBepHYTb UX B JOKYHIJIH?

— Jla, noBepuu. Iloepuu ux ckopee! Pama GecuTcsi OT 3J0CTH.
O, eciu 6 51 TONBKO MOl CKasaThb €My, YTO MHEe OT Hero HyxHol!

BBlKH MoOBepHyJM Ha 3TOT pas HANpaBo, U C LIyMOM GpOCHJHCH B
yauly. MaJsibuHKH-NacTyXH, CTOPOXKHBLUHE CTafo MoJyMuJed pafblie,
CO BCeX HOr OpOCHJ/IHCb B JepeBHIO, Kpuua, uto OyiBoJbl B36ecHaHChH
1 ybexaJi.

[lnan Mayrau 6bi1 poBoabHo mpoct. O Xorten chaenaTbh GoJbLIOH
KpPyr 10 X0JIMaM H JOHTH AO BepXa oBpara, a NOTOM COFHAThH OBIKOB
BHM3, utobn lllep-Xan moman mexny 6bikamu W KopoBamu. OH 3Had,
UTO, HaeBLIMCb H HanuBlHch BBOJIO, Illep-Xan He cmoxXeT apaTbcA
H He BcKapalkaeTcst mo ckjaoHam ospara. Tenepp Mayrau ycnokauadg
6yiiBosioB rojiocoM, a Axena Gexas no3ajny, MONBHIBasi H3peKa,
uyTo6bl MOAOrHaTh oTcTalUuX. [lpuwioch aenath GosblUOH-60sbLIOH
KPYT, MOTOMY YTO OHH He XOTeJH MOAXOAHTb CJHIUKOM GJH3KO K oBpary,
uTo6bl He BcnyrHyTb Illep-Xana. Hakonenw Mayriu nosepHyJ cTafo
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Ha mopoclutil TpaBod oOpBIB, KpyTo crnycKaBluniics K oBpary. C o6pbl-
Ba, H3-32 BeplLIHH NepeBbeB OblJa BHIHA paBHHHA BHHU3Y, HO Mayriu
CMOTpeJ TOJNBKO Ha CKJOHBI OBpara 4 c HeMaJ/lblM YLOBOJBLCTBHEM BH-
lieJl, UTO OHH OYeHb KPYTHl, MOYTH OTBECHbl, W UTO IUIIOW, M JIHAHBI,
KOTOpBble HX 3amjeNu, He yJaepiKaT THIpa, ecly OH 3axodeT BHIGpaTbCs
HaBepX.

— Ilaii um B3nOXHYTh, Akesia,— cKasan OH, MOAHHMAsl PYKy.—
Onu eule He nouysiid Tturpa. Jla#h um B3noxHyTh. Hapo ke ckasaTh
[llep-XaHy, KTo uperT. Mb nofimanu ero B 3anajHio.

OH [OpUIOKHA PYKH KO pPTYy H KPHKHYJ B oBpar — 3T0 OblLIO
BCE PaBHO, YTO KpHUaTb B TyHHEJb,— H 3X0 IMOKATHJOCb OT CKAaJbl
K cKaJe.

OueHb He CKOPO B OTBET IMOC/BILIAJNOCH MPOTHKHOE COHHOE BOP-
YaHbe CBITOTO THrPa, KOTOPBHIH TOJBKO UTO MPOCHYJICS.

— Kro 3oBer? — psiBkHya Ulep-XaH, H BeJHKoJenHbli NaBJHH
C pe3KHM KPHKOM BBIIOPXHYJ H3 OBpara.

— §I, Mayrau! ITopa Te6e siButhbcss Ha Ckany CoBera, KOpOBHH
Bop! Buua! I'onu ux BHu3, Akena! Buus, Pama, BHus!

Ha mur crapo 3amepJsio Ha Kpaio o6pbiBa, HO Akesa NpoBbLT BO BeCh
roJloc OXOTHHUHH KJauu, U OyHBOJBl ONMH 32 APYrHM HBIPHYJH B OBpAr,
KaK MNapoxoibpl HBIPSIIOT uepe3 mnopord. Ilecok M KaMHH roJeTenu
(OHTAHOM BO BCE CTOPOHbI.

Pas nBHHYBILIHCH, CTAIO YyXKe He MOIJIO OCTAHOBHUTbCS, W He ycIejo
OHO CITyCTHThCS HA JHO OBpara, Kak Pama 3ambluaj, nouyss Ilep-Xana.

— Ara! — ckazan Mayrau, cuieBlIHil Ha ero cnuHe.— Temepb THI
noHs!

M norok uepHbIX pOroB, MOpPA, NMOKPHITBIX MeHOH, H BBITYYEHHBIX
rjla3 MOKaTHJCS MO OBpary, TOUHO TakK, KaK KaTATCA BaJyHbl B I10J10O-
Boabe: OyiiBoJsioB mnocsnabee oTTecHUIM K OokaM oOBpara, riae OHH
C TPyLOM TpOAHpAJHCh CKBO3b JIMAHBl. DByHBOJBI MOHSUIH, UYTO HM
NpPeiCTOUT: HANAcTb BCEM CTAaJOM H CO BCeX CHJ, HEro He BBIAEPIKHT
uu onuH turp. Lep-XaH, 3acabilias TONOT KOMBIT, BCKOUHJ H HEYKJIOXKE
3aTpycHJl BHH3 O OBpary, 03upasich Mo CTOPOHAM B MOHCKAX BHIXOAA.
Ho oTkochl noJHHMAaJHCh MOUYTH OTBECHO, H OH Oexas Aanblue W Aajb-
1Ie, OTsIXKeJIeB OT e/lbl W MUTbsl, TOTOBBIH Ha Bce, JHLIb Obl He APaTbCH.
Crano yxKe pacrnjecKHBaso JyxXKy, 0 KOTOPOil OH TOJbKO YTO Ipoiled,
¥ MblYaJO TaK, UTO CTOH CTOsI B Y3KOM MNpoxoze. Mayrau ycabiliasn
OTBETHOE MblUaHHe B KOHLle oBpara W yBuzes, Kak nosepHy’ llep-Xau
(TUrp monHMaJg, 4TO Jiyullle BCTPETHTbCSl C ObIKAMH, UYeM C KOPOBaMH
u teasiramu). Ilotom Pama ocrynuscs, cIOTKHYJICS W MPOLUEJ IO 4eMy-
TO MAAKOMY H, MOArOHsieMblil OCTa/JbHBIMH OBIKAMH, Ha BCEM XOAY
Bpe3aJicsi B APYTryio MoJoBHHY cTaaa. byiiBosoB nocnabee 3TO CTOJKHO-
BeHHe npocto cb6uso ¢ Hor. M1 oba crajma BbiHeC/HCh Ha paBHHUHY,
6onasch, QbpKas ¥ TOMoYa KOMBITAMH.

Mayriy BbIXKAAJ CKOJNBKO HAAO H COCKOJNb3HYJ CO COMHBI Pambl,
KOJIOTSI HanpaBo W HaJeBO CBoefl MaJjiKoM.

— JKuso, Axkena, paspoau crano! Pa3ronsifl ux, He TO OHH HAUHYT
6oaath apyr apyra! OTrond ux nojasbiue, Akena. di, Pama! i, 3,
3, netd mou! THXOHBKO Temnepb, THXOHbKO! Bce yXe KOHYEHO.
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Akena u Cepniit Bpat Geranu B3aj u Bnepel, Kycas OyiBoJOB
3a HOTH, M XOTSl CTafO0 ONfATb HamnpaBHJIOoCcb 6blO B oBpar, Mayriu
cymesn mnoBepHyTh Pamy, a ocrasabhble O6yiiBosibl nobpeau 3a HHM
K 6oJioTam.

Hlep-Xana He HyXHO 6buo Goablle TonTath. OH Gbl1 MepTs,
H KOpIUYHB yXe CJleTajJHCb K Hemy.

— Dbpartbsi, BoT 3TO 6blia co6Gaubsi cMepTb! — ckaszaa Mayriu,
HallynblBasi HOX, KOTOPBIF Bcerja HOCHJ B HOXXHAX Ha liee, C TexX Mop
KaK cTas XHTb ¢ JIOAbMH.— Ho oH Bce paBHO OBl TpyC H He cTaJ Gbl
apatbest. 1a! Ero wkypa 6yner ouenb xopowa Ha Ckane Cosera. Hano
CKOpeH MpHHHMATbCS 3a pabory.

ManbusKy, BHpOCIIEMY CpeiH JiioJel, HUKOTAA He MpHILJIOo 6Bl B ro-
JIOBY OJHOMY CBe€XeBaTb JecATH(YTOBOro Turpa, Ho Mayrau Jayuuie
BCSIKOrO APYForo 3HaJ, KakK MpHJaKeHa LIKypa XHBOTHOTO M KakK ee
Hago cHumatb. OpHako pa6ora Geula TpyaHas, u Mayram crapadcs
uesblf 4ac, OTAHPAS H MOJOCYS! LIKYPYy HOMKOM, @ BOJKH CMOTPeJH,
BBICYHYB $I3blK, HJIH MOAXOAWJH M TAHYJH LIKYpPy, KOIAA OH MpHKa-
3bIBaJ HM.

Bapyr ubsi-To pyka Jersa Ha mjeuo Mayrad, H, NOLHSAB rasa,
MaJbyiK yBuzaea Banpeo ¢ anrauiickuMm MylukeroM. [lacTyxu paccka-
3ajiM B JepeBHe O TOM, uTo GyiiBosbl B36ecusuch u yb6exanu, H Banneo
BbilUeJ CepAHTBIH, 3apaHee MPUroTOBHBIUHCH HakasaTh Mayrid 3a To,
4YTO OH MJIOXO CMOTpeJ 3a CTAAOM. BOJKH CKpBUJIMCBH #3 BHLY, Kak
TOJIbKO 3aMETHJIH ueJsloBeKa.

— UYto 370 ellle 3a TJynocTu? — cepAHTO crpocHa banneo.—
Jla pasBe TeGe oGoapath THrpa! I'ne GyiiBosbl ero y6unu? K Tomy xe
3TO XPOMOH THIp, H 3a ero rojioBy HasHaueHo cTo pynui. Hy-ny, mbl
He B3blilleM ¢ Te6si 32 TO, UTO Thl YOYCTHJ CTaAo, H, MOXKeT ObITh,
s1 jaM Te6e OAHY pYMHIO, MOcje TOro, Kak oTBe3dy LIKypy B KanxuBapy.

On Hawynasn 3a nosicoM KpeMeHb W OTFHHBO M HarHyJcsi, 4ToObl
onaautb Hlep-Xany ycol. [Toutn Bce oxorHHkd B MHaun noananuBaior
yChl, UTOOBI €ro MpU3pak He TPEBOXKHJ HX.

— I'm! — ckaszan Mayrau BnoJdrosioca, CHHMasi KOXy ¢ Hepeaned
nanbl.— Tak Th oTBe3elwb WKypy B KanxuBapy, noJayuydillb Har-
pany, d, moxeTr ObITh, Aallb MHe OJHY pynmuio? A s Tak Iymaio,
4TO ILUKypa NMOHafao6uThcst MHe camomy. Ji, cTapHk, y6upalics ¢ oriem
nopaJgblue!

— Kak TH cmeewb Tak pa3roBap#HBaTbh C MEePBBIM OXOTHHKOM [e-
peBuu? TBoe cuacTbe W raynoctb 6yHBOMOB nomorau te6e 3anofyuuTb
Takylo ao6biuy. THrp TOJBKO UTO HaeJsics, HHaue OH Obl1 OBl ceHuac
B [IBajuaTd MHJsiX oTciofaa. Tel nake o60ApaTb ero He cymeellb Kak
cleflyeT, HHIUMH MajbuMiika, Aa ellle CMeellb roBopHTh MHe, Basneo,
uyToOHl s He moAanasnuBaj THrpy ycnl! Her, Mayrnu, 51 He pam TeGe u3
Harpajbl HH OJHOTO MeAsiKa, 3aTO NokKoJiouy Tebsi Kak caenyer. Orofiau
oT Tywu!

— Kunsinycb 6yiiBosioM, KOTOpBIH BBIKYNHJ MeHsi,— cKa3aa Mayriy,
CHHMasi WKYpy C JONaTKH,— HeyXXeJu §s1 MOoTpauy Bech MOJAEeHb Ha
6ontToBHIO ¢ 3TOH crapoil o6esbsinoii? Ciooga, Akena, 3TOT uesoBeK
Hajloesn MHe.
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Banneo, KoTopulil Bce eille cTosiJ, HarHyBUIHCb Haj rojoBoi Llep-
XaHa, BAPYT pacTsiHyJCsl Ha TpaBe, a Korjaa npuuen B cebsi, TO yBH-
JleJl, UTO HaJl HUM CTOHUT cepbill BOJIK, a Mayriy no-npexxHemy CHHUMaeT
LWIKYpY, Kak 6yaTo oH oauH Bo Bced Wuaun.

— Ja-a,— ckazan Mayrau ckBo3b 3y6b,— THl Mpae, baaneo:
Thl HE JAallb MHEe HH ORHOTO MeAsika U3 Harpajbl. | 1aBHO BOIOKO C 3THM
XPOMBIM THIPOM, OY€Hb AaBHO, ¥ BepX Tenepb Mofil

Hano ornate Banpeo cnpaBenn#BocTh — 6yAb OH JieT Ha NecsiTh
nomoJsioxe, OH Gbl He MNoGosijics CXBaTHTbCcst ¢ AKesoH, MOBCTpeuaB
€ero B Jiecy, HO BOJIK, MOBHHYIOHIHHCS CJOBY MaJbuHKa, Y KOTOPOTO
€CTb JIHUHBIE CcYeTbl C THrPOM-JIOA0eN0M,— He TpocToil 3Bepb. TyT
KOJIOBCTBO, caMble OnacHbie yapel, AymaJ banneo u yxe He HagesJcs,
4yTO amyJeT Ha Illee 3awluTHT ero. On JexXaJs, eaBa Abllla K XKAad,
yTo Mayryu BOT-BOT NpPEBPATHTCH B THrpa.

— Maxapanxa! Buaanpika! — npoussec OH HaKOHel, XPHIJIbIM
LIENOTOM.

— Jla? — orBetHs Mayrai, He noBopauHBasi TOJIOBB H CJIETKa
NOCMeHBasCh.

— $1 yxe crapuk. OTKyza s 3HaJ, YTO THl He MPOCTOH MACTYLIO-
HOK? MOXHO /14 MHe BCTaTh W YHTH OTCIOAAa HJH TBOH cjyra pasopBer
MEHSl B KJIOUKH?

— Cryna#l, na 6ynetr mup c To6oil. Toabko B Apyroil pas He Me-
wakcsa B Mou pena. [lyctu ero, Axenal!

banpeo 3akoBblifi1 B JepeBHIO, cnelia # MOMHHYTHO OIJISIABIBA-
SiCb yepe3 MJeyo, He NMpeBpaTUTCcA JH Mayriu Bo YTO-HUOYAb CTpallHOe.
Jlo6paBuixick A0 AepeBHH, OH paccKasaj TaKylo HCTOPHIO O HamylleH-
HBIX Ha Hero uyapax, Bojlue6CcTBe H KOJN[OBCTBE, YTO XKpell He Ha LIYTKY
uenyrasncst.

Mayrnn pa6otaj He OTABIXasi, OAHAKO HaABHra/Hchb YyXe Cy-
MepKH, KOUJla OH BMeCTe C BOJKaMH CHSJ1 € TylH GOJbLIYIO MecTpyio
LIKYPY.

— Tenepb Hapo CNpsiTaTh IIKypy M THaTb OyiiBosoB momoi. Ilo-
Mory MHe cobpatb HX, Akesa!

Crago co6paju B cyMepeuHoH MrJie, M, KOrja oHo npu6JHKaJloCh
K nepeBHe, Mayriu yBuien OTHH © ycJblllaJ, Kak B XpaMme 3BOHST
B KOJIOKOJIa ¥ TPYGAT B pakoBuHbl. Kasamoch, nosajepesHy cobpasioch
K BOpOTaM BcTpeuaTbh Mayriu.

«3Jto noromy, uto a1 y6un llep-XaHa»,— noayman oH.

Ho uenwsifi oAb KamHeH NpOCBHCTE MHMO Hero, H JIIOAH 3a-
KpHUaJiu:

— Konayn! OG6oporenb! Boauuit Bbikopmbii!  Crynalh  npoub!
Ia noxuBee, He TO Xpell onsiTb npeBpaTHT Tebsi B Boaka! Crpensi,
Baapeo, crpensii!

Crapbifl aHrIHACKUE MyLIKeT TPOMKO XJOMHYJ, H B OTBeT 3aMbiuaJ
oT 6onu paHeHbld GyHBOJI.

— Onatb koapoBcTBo! — 3akpuuanu Joan.— OH yMmeeT OTBOAHMTb
nynu! Banpneo, Beab 310 TBOH GyiBOM!

— ODTo ellle 4TO Takoe? — CNPOCH] pacTepsinHo Mayriu, Koraa
KaMHH ToJieTe/IH ryule.
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— A Benb oud noxoxu Ha Crawo, 3Tu TBOH GpaThsl,— cka3an Axe-
JIH 4TO-HUOYAb 3Ha-

4yaT, OHH KakK 6yATO co6HpaloTcsl MporHath Tebs.

Bonk! Boauuit Bboikopmpiwt! Crynaill npous! — kpuuan xpell,
pasmaxuBasi BeTKO# CBSILLEHHOTO PacTeHHs TYJICH.

— Onatb? Tlpowsbil pa3 MeHsi THajJd 3a TO, YTO S ueJOBEK.
Ha ator pa3 3a To, uto si Bosk. [loiiaem, Akenal

JKenuinna — 3710 6bla Meccya — nepeGerxasia yepes Jopory K cra-
Ly ¥ KpHKHYJa:

— O cblH Mo#, cbiH Moit! OHH TOBOPAT, UTO Thl KOJAYH H MOXellb,
KOrja 3axouellb, TpeBpaulaTbcst B BolKa! $1 UM He Bepio, HO Bce-Taku
YXOAH, a TO OHH YObIOT Tebsi. Banneo roBoput, uto Thl uapojel, HO 1
3Halo, 4TO Thl OTOMCTHJ 3a cMepTb Moero Harxy.

Bepuuce, Meccya! — kpuuana tonna.— BepHuch, He To 1106beM
Tebs1 Kamusamu!

Mayrau 3acmesisicsi KOPOTKHM, 3JIbIM CMeXOM — KaMeHb YyAapHJ
ero no ry6am.

bern nazan, Meccya. dto raynasi ckaska M3 TexX, KakKue pac-
CKa3blBaIOT MOA GOJbUIMM JepeBOM B CyMepKH. $1 BCe-TAKu OTOMCTHJ
3a TBoero chiHa. Ilpowai u Gern ckopee, NOTOMY 4TO f1 cefiuac NOLULJIIO
Ha HUX CTafo, a OHO ABHXeTcsi ObicTpee, ueM KaMHH. $1 He KOJOYH,
Meccya. [lpoiwait!.. Hy, ewe pas, Axena!— KpHKHyJ‘[ oH.— ['onu
cTafo B Boporal

ByiiBosbl 4 camu pPBaJKCh B JlepeBHIO. OHM He HYXAAdKCb B TOM,
4yTO6bl HX MOArOHsIT BOH AKesbl, H BUXpeM BJieTeJH B BOPOTA, PACLUBHI-
psiB TOme HalpaBoO U HaJleBo.

Cuuraiite! — npe3puTenbHO KpHKHya Mayriau.— MoxeTr ObiTb,
A ykpan y Bac GyitBosia? CunraiiTe, motomy uto Gosiblle 51 He CTaHy
nacTi 4Jsi Bac CTafo. [Tpowaiite, nonu, # cKaxute cnaci6o Meccye,
UYTO 51 He MO3BaJ CBOHX BOJIKOB H He cTaj TOHATb Bac B3aj 4 BHepen
no HepeBeHCKOH yJaule.

OH noBepHyJcsi W MOLIeJ MPOYb BMECTE C BOJKOM-OJMHOYKOH H,
rJsiig BBEPX HA 3Be31bl, YYBCTBOBAJ ce0sl CUACTJIHBBIM.

Bo/blle s1 yxe He cTaHy cnaTh B JoBylKax, Axena. [laBail
Bosbmem 1Kypy lllep-Xana u nofinem orciooaa. Her, nepeBHIO Mbl
He TpOHeM, notroMmy uto Meccya Obisia no6pa Ko MHe.

Korna snyHa B3owia Hajl paBHHHOH, 3aJUB ee CJIOBHO MOJIOKOM,
HamyraHHble KpecTbsiHe yBHAeNH, Kak Mayraum ¢ AByMs BOJKAaMH MO-
3alM ¥ C y3JOM Ha rosose 6exaJs K Jecy BOJYbeH PHICbIO, MOXKHPaIO-
Luled MHJI0 3a MHJeH, KaK OroHb. Torja OHM 3a3BOHHJIH B KOJIOKOJIA
1 3aTpy6u/in B pakoBHHBI Myllle mpexHero. Meccya nnakana. Bangeo
Bce Gosiblle MPHBHPAJ, paccka3biBasi O CBOHX MPHKJIIOUEHHSAX B JUKYH-
rJSiX, # KOHYWJ TeM, YTO pacckasas, Gynto Akena crosinl Ha 3afHHX
Jlanax ¥ pasroBapHBaJl, KakK UejOBeK.

Jlyna yxe capuaace, koraa Mayran u o6a BoJiKa nonouum K
xoamy, rie Oblna Ckaja CoBeTa, H OCTaHOBMJMCH TNepel JIOTOBOM
Martepu Bosuuup.

— OHu nporHanu MeHsi U3 uesoBeubeH cTau, MaTb! — KPHKHYJ el
Mayrin.— Ho s cmepxXasn cBoe C/IOBO M BepHyJCs €O LIKypoil
Hlep-Xaua. 48



Martp Bosnuuua He crelua BbILUIA M3 nelllepbl CO CBOMMH BoJYaTa-
MH, M TJla3a ee 3arope/Hch, KOrja OHa yBHAeJa WKypy.

— B ToT neHb, Korpa OH BTHCHYJ TOJIOBY M MJleyd B Halle JIOrOBO,
0XOTfICb 3a TOOOMH, JIATYUIOHOK, s1 CKasaja eMy, YTO U3 OXOTHIKA OH
craHet Ao6biueii. Thl caenan Kak Hamo.

— Xopolro cpenajs, Maunenbkuii  Bpat,— nocasiwanca  uei-To
HH3KHH roJjioc B 3apocisix.— MBI cKyuajau B JOKYHIIsIX 6e3 Tebs.—
M Barupa nopbexana u norepjach 0 6ocble HOrn Mayra.

Ounu BMecTe mogusiiuce Ha Ckany CoBera, H Ha TOM [IOCKOM
KaMHe, rie cHXHBaJ mnpexnae Akena, Mayriu pacTsiHy/J THIPOBYIO
IIKYyPy, NPHKPENHB ee ueThbipbMsi 6aMOYyKOBBIMH KOJBILKaMH. Akesa
yJjercsi Ha IWKYpPy H [MO-CTAapoMy CTaja c3biBaTh BOJKOB Ha CoBer:
«CMOTpHTE, CMOTPHTE, O BOJIKH!®» — cOBCceM KaK B Ty HOYb, KOraa
Mayrnu BrnepBble npHBenu ciona. .

C Tex mop Kak cmectusnn Akeay, Crasi ocraBanach Ge3 BoXKaka,
M BOJIKH OXOTHJHCb HJM Apajuchb Kak KoMy B3nymaercsi. OnHako
BOJIKH MO TNpHBbIYKe NpHILIM Ha 30B. ONHH M3 HHX OXpomenH, IoO-
NaBIIHCh B KanKaH, Jpyrie €Ba KOBBLISJIH, paHeHbie APO6bIO, TPeTbH
3anapuivBeJid, TMUTasich BCAKOH [PSIHbIO, MHOTHX HENOCUMTAJHCh
cosceM. Ho Bce, KTo ocrancsi B JXuBHIX, npuuwau Ha Ckany Cosera
A yBumeau nosocatryio wWwKypy Ulep-Xana Ha ckane u rpomanHble
KorTH, GoJiTaloilliecss Ha KOHLAX MyCThIX Jaf.

— CwmMoTpuTe XopolleHbKo, 0 Bosiki! Pa3Be si He ciep:KaJ cjoBa?—
ckasaa Mayran.

W Boakn nponasiin: «Jlal», a onuH, camblil 3axynajblii, MPOBBLI:

— DByap cHoBa Hawwum BoxakoMm, o Akena! Byab HaluuM BoXa-
KoM, o jetennill! Ham onporuBeno 6Ge33akoHHe, H Mbl XOTHM CHOBA
ctatb CBo6oanbiM Hapomom!

— Her,— npomypasikana Barupa,— storo Henb3s. Eciu Bbl Gynete
CBITBI, Bbl MOXeTe onsATb B36ecuTbcs. Henapom Bol 3oBetech CpoGoa-
HeiM Haponom. Bwl apanmce 3a CoGomy, u oHa Bawa. Ewbre ee,
0 BOJIKH!

— YesnoBeubst CcTasi W BOJYbS CTasi [MpPOTHAJH MeHsl,-— CKa3saJ
Mayrau.— Tenepp 1 6yLy OXOTHTbCAA B IUKYHIJIAX ONMH.

— KM wmbl cTaHeM oxoTuThcsi BMecTe ¢ TOOOH,— cKasanu ueTBe-
po BoOJYAT.

M Mayryig yuwen u ¢ 3Toro JHs1 cTaj OXOTHTbCH B JXKYHIVIIX BMeCTe
C YeTblpbMs BOJUATAMH.

Ho oH He Bcerna ocraBaJjicsi OfHH: CIOYyCTE MHOTO JeT OH cTaJa
B3POC/BIM H >KEHHJICS.

Ho 3to yxe paccka3 pasa Goapwinx!

KAK CTPAX NPHUUIEJ B J)KYHIJIH

3akon JIKyHrieil, KOTOpbiH MHOro crapuie BCeX JPYrHX 3aKOHOB
Ha 3eMJe, NpeABulie] MOUYTH Bce CJAYYANHOCTH, KaKHe MOTyT BHIIACTb
Ha poJqio Hapopma Jlkyuryeil, W Tenepb B 3TOM 3daKOHC ecTh Bce, YTO
MOoriu [aTh Bpemsi W o6buail. Ecnu BB uuTanu apyrue pacckasbl
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npo Mayrau, TO NOMHHTE, 4TO OH MOpoBen GOJABLIYI0 uacTb CBOel
xu3un B CHonuiickoit Boaubeit Crae, of6yuasice 3akoHy y 6yporo
menBeast bany. dto Bany ckasan maJjibuHKy, KOTA2 TOMY HACKyuHJIO
BBHIMOJIHSITh €0 MpHKa3aHHs, uTo 3aKoH nofaobeH UENKOH JHaHe: OH
XBaTaeT BCAKOIO W HHKOMY OT Hero He yHTH.

— Korna Tbl npoxupelib ¢ Moe, Manenbkuil BpaT, To yBHAHIUB,
4TO BCe JXKYHIVIH MOBHHYIOTCS onHOMY 3akoHy. M sto Gyner He oueHb
NpUATHO BHAeTb,— cKaszaJa bauy.

Ero cnoBa Bowiu B ogHo yxo Mayryg # BbILUJIKM B JpPyroe: Malb-
YHK, Y KOTOPOrO BCSl,KH3Hb YXOAMT Ha €y H COH, He CTaHeT OcobeH-
HO TPeBOXHTbCS, NoKa 6efa He nodoHAeT K HeMy BIJoTHY. Ho Hacran
rof, Koraa cjosa bBany noarBepaunuch, u Mayrau yBuAaes, uto Bce
JUKYHIJIH NMOBHHYIOTCA OLHOMY 3aKOoHY.

ITo HayaJoch nocje TOTO, KAK 3HMHUX NOXJeHd He BHINAJIO MOYTH
coBceM M AxvkKo6pas Cax#, noBctpeuaB Mayran B 6amMOyKOBBIX 3a-
pocafiX, pacckasaJs eMmy, UTO AUKHI fIMC MOACHIXaeT. A BCeM H3BECTHO,
uyro Caxu TNpHBepefJIHB A0 CMELIHOTO W €CT TOJbKO caMoe BKYyCHOe
U camoe crnenoe. Mayriu 3acmesiicsi 4 cKasad:

— A MHe Kakoe peso?

— Ce#fluac — NoOYTH HHKAKOTO,— CYXO H HENpHBETJIHBO OTBETHJ
Caxu, rpemsi urnami,— a Tam OyfeT BHAHO. MOXHO s ellle HBIPSTDH
B rny6okom omyte nop [luenunoit Ckanoli, Maneubkuii Bpat?

— Her. I'nynas Boxma Bcst yuia Kyma-to, a i He Xo4y pasGHTb
ceb6e roJoBy,— ckadan Mayrig, KoTopbld OblJl yBepeH, UYTO 3HaeT
He MeHblUe MATH AHKOGPA30B BMeCTe B3SITHIX.

— Tebe Xe Xyxe: B MaJIeHbKYIO TPellHHy MOrjo Obl BOHTH CKOJb-
KO-HHOYAb yMa.

Caxu GpicTpo yBepHyJcs, 4To6bl Mayriu He AepHYJ ero 3a LIeTHH-
kK Ha Hocy. Korma Mayrnu nepenan Baay cinoBa Caxu, MmMeaBelb
Ha MHHYTY 3aayMaJicsd ¥ NpoBopuUasl:

— bynab s onuH, A1 nepeMeHus 6bl MECTO OXOTHI, MpeXAe 4YeM ApY-
rue o6 3ToM porajalorca. Ho TonbKO oxoTa cpeay uyXKHX Bceraa
KOHYaeTcsl Jpakoil — Kak Obl OHH He moBpeauH gAereHbily. Ilomox-
JieM, TIOCMOTPHM, Kak 6yJAeT LBECTH MaXxya.

Droll BecHOll nepeBo Maxya, MJOABI KOTOPOro ouenb Jiwo6un Bauy,
TaK ¥ He 3auBeso. CIMBOUHOIO LUBETA BOCKOBBIE JIeNeCTKH GblIH COXXKe-
Hbl 3HOEM MpexJe, YeM yCleJH pa3BepPHYTbCS, H JHIIb HECKOJIbKO AYPHO
naxHylux GyTOHOB yNaJo Ha 3eMJII0, KOTAAa MeJBelb CTajl Ha 3alHHe
Janbl ¥ notpsic Aepeso. [Totom war 3a warom 6eaMepHbiil 3H0# npobpaJ-
csl B caMoe cepAlle AXYHIJIeH, H OHM MOXeJTesH, nobypeay U HaKo-
Hell rnouepHesnd. 3eJieHasl MOPOC/b MO CKJAOHAM OBpParoB BHropeJa, ro-
MepTBesa M CBEPHYJIACh KyCKAMU YepHOH NpPOBOJIOKH; NOTAaeHHblE 03epa
BHICOXJIH [0 [Ha, MOKPBUJIHUCh KODKOH, W [a)e caMmble Jierkde cJefbl
no ux Oeperam COXpaHAJMCb AOJrO, CJOBHO BBUIMTbIE W3 UYTyHa;
couHble cTebau muoUla, oOGBMBABLIEro NepeBbsi, ynajd K HX [MOA-
HOXHIO W yBslaM; 6aMOYK 3aCOX M TPEBOXHO lUejecTes Ha 3HOIi-
HOM BETPYy, MOX couleJ €O CKaJ B riyOHHe IUKYHIJel, H OHW CTaju
TAaKUMH K€ TOJBIMH H TOpSYHMH, KaK CHHHE BaJlyHbl B pycJe
NOTOKA.
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IlTuubl v o6Ge3bsiHbl YLUJIM Ha CeBep B CaMOM Haualie roja, MOHH-
Masi, UTO UM Tpo3uT 6efa, a OJIeHH H AHMKHE CBHHbH 3abHpaJiucb Aa-
JIEKO B COXHYLIHe Ha KODHIO MNOJisi BOKPYI JepeBeHb W HepelKO YMH-
paJju Ha rjasax y Jiojei, KoTopele CJIHIIKOM ocnaben, 4To6bl yOHBATh
ux. Kopwyn Uusab ocrajicsi B JOKYHIJISIX M PasKHpeJ, MOTOMY 4TO
najanu 6blJ10 oueHb MHOro. Kaxknblii Beuep OH TBepAHJ 3BepsiM, Y KO-
TOPLIX yXXe He XBaTaJslo CHJl YHTH Ha HOBble MeCTa, YTO COJiHLEe yOHJIo
JOKYHIJIH Ha TpH JHS NoJieTa BO BCE CTOPOHBI.

Mayryi, 00 CHX NMOp He 3HaBIUMH HACTOSIILEro roJiofia, NPHHSJICS
3a crapbli Mej, TpexsieTHeH NAaBHOCTH; OH Bbirpe6aji H3 ONYyCTEJbIX
yJbeB CpPeAX CKaJl MeJl, YepPHbIH, KaK TepHOBble SIrOAbl, H MOKPbITHIH
HaJeTOM 3acThiBlUero caxapa. A elle OH JocCTaBaJj JIHUHHOK, 3a6paB-
1wpXcst ray60Ko NoJ KOpy AepeBbeB, H TacKas y oc ux aerBy. Ot nuuu
B JUKYHIJIIX OCTaJIiCb KOCTH Ja Koxka, u barupa y6uBana TpHKIbI
B HOYb H BCe He MOIJla HaecTbcsi foceita. Ho Xxyke Bcero 6bujio TO,
4TO He XBaTaJjo Bojbl, H60 Hapon mxyHrie#i nber XoTb W penko,
HO BBOJIIO.

A 3HOI1 Bce mepikaJicsi W AepiKaJicsi ¥ BBIKJ BCIO BJary, H B KOHLE
KOHLIOB H3 BCe€X MOTOKOB OCTaBaJlOCh TO/MLKO IJ1aBHOe pycsio BaliHraury,
No KOTOPOMY CTDYHJICSI TOHEHbKHH pyyeeK BOAbBl MeXAYy MEpTBbIMH
6eperaMu; ¥ Korja QHKUA CJOH XaTXH, KOTOPBIH »KHBET CTO JIeT H Jaxe
6oJiblie, yBHIEJ AJUHHBIH CHHHI KaMeHHbIH Xpeber, BLICTYMUBIUHHA H3-
oA BOAb! MOCepeflHe NOTOKa, OH y3HaJ Ckany Mupa M TyT Ke MOLHAJ
x060T M 3aTtpybuJ, ob6bsaBasis Boasinoe Ilepemupue, kak OsiTbAECSIT
JeT Haszaj o0bsiBua 310 [lepemupue ero oreu. OnenH, AHKHe CBHHBH
1 OyHBOJIBI XPHIJIO MOAXBAaTHJK €ro MpH3biB, a KopwyH Ywuib, Jeras
Haj 3emJiell 60JbLUIHMH KpyraMH, CBHCTOM H KPDHKOM H3BellaJ AXKYHTIJIH
o Ilepemupun.

[To 3akony JxyHruell 3a yGuHCTBO y BOLOMOS [OJIaraeTcsi CMepTh,
ecnn [lepemupue yxe o6bsiBlieHO. DTO NOTOMY, UTO HHTbe Ba)KHee
enbl. Kaxblfi 3Bepb B [XKYHIVISIX CMOXeET KaK-HUOyIdb NepebHTbCH,
€c/IM MaJo JH4YH, HO BOAA €CTb BOJA, U €CJIH OCTaJCs TOJNbKO OAMH HC-
TOUYHHK, BCfIKasi oXoTa mnpekpailaercs, noka Hapoa [kyuraelt xoaut
K Hemy Ha Bojonoii. B xopoulne BpemeHa, Koraa BofAbl ObiBajo MHOTO,
3BepsiM, XOAMBIUHM Ha Bojonod Kk BaiiHranre uau B apyroe Mecro,
rposujia cMepTh, B 3Ta ONACHOCTb MHOro MnpubaB/sinia K MNpenecTsam
HOUHOH »KH3HH. CNyCTHTbCS K peke Tak JIOBKO, 4TOGbl He 3aluesiecTeli
HH OJHMH JIHCTOK; GpPOJAHTb MO KOJEHO B TIpoXouyllell BOAe MOPOroB,
KoTopasi TJYyWHT BCSKHH LIyM; MNHTb, ONJsiABIBasicb uepe3 Il1eyo,
B CTpaxe Hamnpsirasi BCe MYCKyJbl JUIsi MEpPBOro OTYasHHOrO MpbIXKKa,
a MOTOM MOKAaTaTbCs MO NecHaHoMy Gepery H BepHYTbCA C MOKpOH
MOpPIAOH M MOJIHBIM »KHBOTOM K BOCXHLUEHHOMY CTajy,— BC€ 3TO C BOC-
TOProM NpOJeJbiBaJH MOJIOAblE OJIeHH ¢ OJIeCTSIIUMMH TJaAKMMH POX-
KaMHM HMEHHO MnoToMy, uTo B JioGyilo MuHyty barupa uau lllep-Xan
MOrJIH 6pOCHTbCS Ha HHX M yHectH. Ho Tenepb 3Tta Hrpa B XKH3Hb
M cMepTb Obia KoHueHa, W Hapox JIXyHrje#d MOAXOANA TOJOAHBIH
M H3MYyuYeHHEHl K o6MesieBlUell peke — THIP H MeABelb BMecTe C oOJie-
HAAMH, OyHBoJiaMM M KabaHaMH,— MHJ 3arpsi3HeHHYI0O BOAY H JOJITO
CTOSIJ1 Haj, peKoH, He B CHJIaX JBHHYTbCSl C MeCTa.
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Oanenn n KabaHbl HaNpacHO MCKaJH LeJbIMH JHSIMH 4Yero-Hubylb
nojy4ule CyXoH Kopbl M 3aBAAIIHX JHCTbeB. DyfiBoJjibl He HaXOAHAH
6o/ibllle HH NpoxJafbl B HIHCTHIX 3aBOJSIX, HH 3€JIleHbIX BCXOLOB Ha
noisAx. 3MeR YIWAM H3 JOKYHIJIEH W MPHIOA3JM K pPeKe B Hajexje
nolMate uyyjaom yueneBwyro asrywky. Oud o6BHBaJuUCL BOKPYr MOK-
pPHiX KaMHeH M Jaxe He IUEBEJHJIHCh, KOIJa JHKasi CBHHbSI B MOHCKaX
KOpHEe#l 3ameBana HX pblJIOM. Peunbix uepenax AaBHbIM-JAaBHO nNepe-
aoBuaa Darupa, camasi JoBKasi W3 3BepeH-OXOTHHKOB, a pbi6a cnps-
Tajach ray6oko B mnorpeckaBiuuiicas ui. Onna tonabko Ckana Mupa
JUIMHHOK 3Meell BBICTYNaJa Haj MeJsIMH, H Bsijible BOJIHBl €lBa CJIbILIHO
LIMTIENH, Kacasich ee ropsiux GOKOB.

Ciona-to W npuxogusa Mayrau Kkaxkablfi Beuep, HILA NpPOXJaaabl H
obuecrBa. CaMble TONIOAHbIE W3 €ro BparoB Telepb €1Ba JH MOJbCTH-
Jucb Obl Ha MaJsbuvka. M3-3a rnmapko#l 6e3BOJIOCOH KOXKH OH KasaJcs
eile 6GoJiee XyablM H (KAJKHM, 4eM ero ToBapullu. Bosocel y Hero
BhIFOPEJNIH Ha COMNHLeE, KakK MeHbKa; pe6pa BBICTYNAaJH, CJOBHO MpPyTbsi
Ha MJeTeHoH KOp3HHe; BbICOXLIHE HOTH M DYKH CTaJH IOX0XH Ha y3Ji0-
BaTble cTeGJIM TPaB — MoJ3asi Ha YeTBepeHbKaX, OH HaTep ceGe LIHLIKH
Ha KOJIeHIX M JIOKTSIX. 3aTo rja3a CMOTpeJH H3-ToJ CHyTaHHBIX BO-
JIOC CMOKOHHO M $ICHO, MOTOMY 4To bDarupa, ero Apyr ¥ COBETYHK,
B 3TO TpPY[HOe BpeMsi Bejejla €My JBHraTbCsl CHOKOHHO, OXOTHTbCS
He cremla ¥ HUKOTJa HH B KOEM cJiydae He pa3apakaThbCsl.

— Bpemena ceiffuac nJoxue,— ckasaja YepHas NaHTepa B OIHH
packaJjieHHblH, KaK MedyKa, Beuep,— HO OHH MPOHIYT, €C]H Mbl CyMeeM
npoaepatbcsi 10 Konua. IlosloH n TBO# XKenynoK, AeTeHbIl?

— B keaynke y MeHSl He MycTO, HO MOJb3bl OT 3TOro MaJo.
Kak Th pymaewsn, Barupa, poxau coBceMm 3abbliH Hac M HHKOrAa
He BEPHYTCs?

— He nymaro. Mbl ellle yBUIHM Maxya B LBeTy H OJEHAT, pPa3XKH-
peBlinx Ha Moaonod tpaeKe. Ilofinem na Ckany Mupa, nocayilaem
HoBocTH. Cajuch Ko MHe Ha cnuHy, Maneubkuit Bpar.

— CeHluac He BpeMsi HOCHTb TsXKeCTH. §1 ellle MOry JepiKaTbcsl
Ha Horax, XoOTs, npaBjla, Mbl C TOOOH He MOXOXXH Ha XKHPHBIX BOJIOB.

Barupa uckoca nocMotpena Ha CBOH B3bepOLUEHHBIH, NMblJbHBIHA GOK
M npoBopuana:

— Buepa Houblo 51 y6uaa Bosa nox spmoMm. S Tak ocnabena, 4To
He nocmesna 6bl 6pocUTbcA Ha Hero, ecad 6 oH Gbll Ha cBoGoje. Bay!

Mayrau 3acmesacs:

— [Jla, Mbl Tenepb cMeJsible OXOTHHKH. ¥ MeHsi XxBaTaeT XxpabpocTu
JIOBHTb U €CTb JIHUHHOK.

W onun BuBoem ¢ Barupoil cnycTHAHCh CYXHM M JIOMKHM KyCTapHH-
KOM Ha G6eper pekH, K KpyXeBHbIM OTMeJsiM, KOTopble pasberanuchb
BO BCeX HalpaBJIeHHUsIX.

— Jrta Boja He MPOXKHUBET 10Jr0,— CKa3aJs baJy, noxxons K HUM.—
IMocmorpuTte Ha TOT Geper!

Ha poBHOH HH3HHe najbHero Oepera »KecTKasi TpaBa [XKyHIJeH
3acoxJla Ha KOPHIO W cTosila MepTBasi. IlpoTonTaHHbie OoNeHAMH H Ka-
6aHaMu TpOMbI, BeJylliHe K peKe, HCHOJOCOBAJNH PBIXKYIO HH3HHY Mbljlb-
HbIMH  yllleNbSIMH, TPOJIOXKEHHBIMH B BBICOKOH TpaBe, W XOTsl OblI0
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ellle paHo, BCe TpOMbl OblAH MNOJHbl 3BepPbeM, CHELIWBIIUM K BOJe.
CabiliHo 6b110, KaK JIaHH M MX JETeHbIIUM KalLISIOT OT HbUIH, MEJKOH,
KaK HiOXaTe/bHbIii Tabak.

Boiwie no peke, y THxol 3aBomu, orub6asuwer Ckany Mupa, xpaHu-
TeJbHHIY Bonsinoro [lepemupusi, cTostn nukui cjoH XaTXH €O CBOMMH
CbIHOBbSIMH. Xyzble H cepble B JIYHHOM CBeTe, OHHM MOKa4HBaJHCb B3aj
H Bllepel, NOKayHBa/JKCb He nepecraBasi. HemMHoro HuXe cTosiiv psi-
JlaMH oJleHH, eule HHXXe — KabGaHbl U AMKHe OyHBOJb, a Ha ToM Gepery,
rie BbICOKHe epeBbsl MOACTYNaNH K camoilf Boje, GbllIO MecTo, OTBe-
JIEHHOe [/l XHMILHHMKOB: THIPOB, BOJIKOB, NaHTep, MelBelell H Bcex
NPOUHX.

— TlpaBna, uto MbI MNOBHHyeMcCsl OAHOMY 3aKOHy,— CKa3aJsa
Barupa, 3axonss B BoLy H MOr/AAbIBAs HCKOCAa Ha psAbl CTydallHX
pOroB ¥ HaCTOPOXKEHHBIX J1a3 TaM, rje TOJKAJIHChb Y BOJABl OJIEHH H Ka-
6aHbl.— J[06poil OXOTHI BCEM, KTO CO MHOH OJHOH KpOBH,— TipuGaBu-
Jla OHa, JloXacb M BHITATHBasiCb BO BeCb pocT. BeicTaBMB onHH 60K
M3 BOJBI, OHa lleNHyJa CKBO3b 3yObi: — A ecau 6 He 3TOoT 3aKOH,
MO>XHO 6bl OYeHb XOPOLUO MOOXOTHTHCH.

YyTtkure ywu ojieHeil ycablllanu nocjejHHe CJI0Ba, H MO psijaM Mpo-
6exan HCINyraHHblH LIENoT:

— Tlepemupue! He 3a6uiBaiite o [lepemupun!

— Tuwe, TtHwe! — npobypuan Aukui caod Xartxu.— [lepemupue
npojgoskaercss, barupa. He Bpems cefiuac roBoputb 06 oxoTe.

— Komy 370 syuine 3Hath, Kak He MHe? — oTBeTHaa Barupa, no-
BOJsl JKeJTBHIMH Trja3aMH BBepxXx No peke.— Jl Temepb em uepenax,
JaoBao Jasirywek. Hraisi! Xopowo 66l MHE BBIYYHTBCS »KeBaTb BeTKH!

— Ham Obl TOXe oueHb 3TOro XoTesocb, 0-Oo4YeHb,— MNpobJiess Mo-
JIOIeHbKHH OJIeHEHOK, KOTOPbIH HapOAHMJCA TOJIbKO 3TOH BECHOH H
He 0J00psiJl CTapblX MOPSAKOB.

Kak Hu mnoxo 6bsio Hapopy IIXKyHrije#, HO ma)e cJaoH XaTxu
HeBOJIbHO yabIOHyJCst, a Mayrau, KOTOpHIH JieXall B TelJoH BOje,
ONMHpasAch Ha JIOKTH, FPOMKO pacxoxoTrascsi M B3OHJ HOraMHu [MeHy.

— Xopowo ckaszaHo, ManeHbkue Poxku! — npomypabikana ba-
rupa.— Korna Ilepemupue koHuuTcs, 370 GyleT 3auTeHO B TBOIO MOJb-
3y.— M oHna 3opko nocmorpena B TeMHOTY, 4TOObl y3HaTb OJeHEHKa
npH BCTpeue.

Mano-nomMany roBop mnolesn Mo BCeMY BOJLONOI, BBepX H BHH3
no pexke. CablIHO GblIO, KAK CBHHbH, BO3SICb M (DbIpKasi, MPOCHIM MO-
TeCHHTbCSl, KaK MbluaJud OyHBOJBI, MeperoBapHBasicb MeXay coboi
Ha IlecuaHblX OTMeJsiX; KaK OJIeHH paccka3blBajd APYr APYry Ka-
JIOCTHblE HCTOPDHH O TOM, 4TO COBCeM COHJHCb C HOT B IOHCKaxX MHULH.
BpemMsi ot BpeMeHH OHM ClpallHBaJH O YeM-HHOYIb XHILHHKOB, CTO-
SIBIIMX Ha TOM Oepery, HO HOBOCTH ObllH MNJOXHEe, H XapKHH BeTep
JOKYHIJIeH C IUyMOM MNPOHOCHJCA MeXIy CKanaMu M JepeBbsMH, 3a-
Chbillast BOLY MblJIbI0O B BETKaMH.

— W nonu Toxe yMHpAIOT 3a MIyroM,— CKasaJj MOJOJOH OJleHb.—
Or 3akaTta 00 TeMHOTH si BHuesa Tpoux. OHM Jlexanu He JBHUTascCh,
u ux OyHBoabl — psiioM ¢ HUMH. CKOPO H Mbl TOXe JISI?2KEM M He BCTa-
Hem OoJbLie.
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— Peka y6bina co BuepaluiHell Houw,— ckaszan bany.— O Xatxuy,
NpUXOJHJIOCh i TeGe BHIETb 3aCyXy, NOAOGHYIO 3TOH?

— Owmna npoiiger, oHa npolaer,— oTBeuas XartxH, NoJuBasi BOJOH
13 xobo0Ta cnuHy H OoKa.

— ¥ Hac TyT eCTb OJHH, KOTOPOMY He BBITEDIETb JOJI0,— CKa3aJ
Bany u nocmMoTrpes Ha MajlbidHKa, KOTOPOro OUYeHb JIOGHJ.

— MHe? — Bo3MylleHHO KpuKHya Mayrau, cansice B Boje.—
Y MeHst HeT IJIMHHOH WIEPCTH, NPUKPbIBaOUled KOCTH, HO eciH Obl
conpatb ¢ Tebs WKypy, Bany...

XaTxu Becb 3aTpsiccsi oT cMmexa, a baay ckasan crporo:

— Jlerensily, 3TOr0 He Mono6aer roBopuTh yuurtenio 3akona! Meus
ellle HUKTO He BHJe/] 6e3 LIKYpHbI.

— Jla Her, s1 He XoTesn cKasaTb Huyero obunHoro, bany. Tosabko
TO, YTO Thl MOXOX HAa KOKOCOBLIH Opex B Liejyxe, a s Ha TOT Xe opex
6e3 wWenyxu. A ecau 3Ty TBOWO Gypylo LIENyXY...

Mayrau cujen, CKpeCTHB HOTH, H OObSICHSIJ1 CBOIO MbIC/b, MO OOBIK-
HOBEHHIO 3aCyHyB naJjell B pot, HO TyT barupa nporsnyna Msarkyio
Jlally W ONpPOKHHYJa ero B BOAY.

— Euwe Toro xyxe,— ckazaja dYepHasi MaHTepa, KOrja MaJjlb4HK
nonHsacs, oTuipkHBasicb.— Ecau ¢ Bany conpaTtb wkypy, To oH 6ynet
MOX0XX Ha KOKOCOBbIH opex. CMOTpH, Kak Obl OH He chenan Toro,
4YTO JenaloT KOKOCOBHE opexH!

— A 4t0? — cnpocun Mayriu, nMo3a6biBIIMCh HA MHHYTY, XOTs 3TO
O/lHA K3 CaMbIX CTapblX WYTOK B JOKYHIJSIX.

— He pa36ua 6bl TeGe rosnoBy,— HeBO3MyTHMO oTBeTHNa barmupa,
CHOBA OMPOKHIBIBASl MaJlbuuKa B BOLY.

— Hexopolwo cMesiTbecst Haj CBOMM yuHTeJleM,— CKasaJjl MelBejb,
nocje Toro Kak Mayriau okyHynacsi B TpeTHH pas.

— Hexopowo! A yero ke Bbl XoTHTe? DTOT robil Geraer Mo Jecy
H HacMexaeTcs, Kak o0e3bsiHa, HaJx TeM, KTo Obln Korga-to A06pbiM
OXOTHHKOM, [la ellle fepraeT 3a ychbl 3a6aBbl paju.

dTo cnyckancsi K peke, KoBblisisi, llep-Xau, xpomoit turp. OH
NOJA0KAaJ/] HEMHOXKKO, HacJlax1asicb NeperosoxoM, KOTOPHIH NOAHSAJCS
cpeay oneHedl Ha ToM Gepery, NOTOM ONyCTHJ K BOJe ycaTylo KBaapar-
HyIO TOJIOBY M HadaJl JlakaTb, Bopua:

— JIKyHIJIM Tenepb JIOTOBO JJisi TOJBIX WeHsaT! Barasinu Ha mens,
yesl0BeYHH neTeHbli!

Mayrau B3rasinysl Ha Hero — BepHee, OCMOTPEJ B yNop W O4Y€Hb
nep3ko,— 1 depe3 MHHyTy lllep-Xan GecrokoiiHo OTBepHyJCS.

— Mayran to, Mayrau ce! — npoBopuan oH, NpPoJOJXKas JaKaTb
Boay.— OH He YenloBeK W He BOJIK, He TO OH HcmyraJjcsi 6bl. Byayuinm
JIETOM MHe TMpPHAeTC MPOCHTb Yy Hero Mo3BojeHHs Hanmutbest! Y§!

— Moxer 6blTb, W Tak,— cKa3aja barupa, npucranbHo rasiasi
TUTPy B ryiasa.— Moxet 6bIThb, U Tak... Py, llep-Xaun! Uro 310 3a HO-
BYIO [AKOCTb Thl NpHHeC clona?

Xpomoil THrp OKyHyJ] B Boiy noaGOpPOIOK W ILEKH, H TeMHble Mac-
JISTHHCTBIE MOJIOCH MOMJIbIJK BHU3 MO pEKe.

— Yac Hazag s y6un uenoBeka,— Harjo otBetua lllep-Xaw.

On npojonxan .nakate BOAy, MypjbiKas M Bopya cebe MOJA HOC.
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Psagbl 3Bepelt aporHyiau M 3akose6anuch, HajJd HHMH [poHeccs
WernoT, KOTOPBIH Nepelles B KPHK:

— OH y6ua uesnoBeka! Y6un uesioBeka!

M Bce nocmoTpead Ha AHMKOro cjoHa XaTXH, HO TOT, Ka3aJoch,
He cablilaj. XaTXH HHKOIAa He TOPOMHTCS, OTTOrO OH KHUBET TaK JOJTO0.

— B rtakoe Bpemsi y6uBaTh uenoBeka! PasBe HeT apyro# auuu
B JOKYHIISIX? — Mpe3pHTeNbHO CKasasja Darupa, BHIXOAS H3 OCKBep-
HeHHOH BOAbl M TO-KOWIaYbH OTPSIXMBasi OJHY Jany 3a Apyro.

— $ y6un ero He mns enbl, a MOTOMY, YTO MHE TaK XOTENOCH.

OnsiTb NoAHSIICS UCOYTaHHBIA PONOT, H BHUMATENbHble Geble ra3Ku
Xatxu cypoBo nocmorpens B cropony lllep-Xana.

— Ilotomy, uTo MHe Tak Xxorenocb...— npotsinyn Llep-Xan.—
A Tenepb st npuuea ciona, YTo6bl YTONUTb XKaXKAy H OYHCTHTbCS. KTo
MHe 3anpeTHT?

Cnuna Dbarupbl usornynacb, Kak 6aMGyK Ha CHJIbHOM BETPy, HO
XaTxH CNOKOHHO MOAHS CBOH XOG6OT.

— Tur y6un noromy, uto TeGe TaK XOTeNOCb? -— CIPOCHJ OH.

A xorpa XaTtxu crnpalldBaert, Jyuile OTBeYaTb.

— Bot umenHo. dto 6bN0 Moe npaBo H Mosi Ho4b. Tbl 3TO 3Ha-
elwlb, 0 Xatxu,— orBeyas lllep-Xan noutu BexauBo.

— Ha, s 3Halo,— oTBeTHa XaTXH H, MOMOJYaB HEMHOro, CIpPO-
cu: — Tel HanuACs BBOMIO?

— Ha 3ty Houb — pa.

— Torna yxoau. Peka pasi Toro, 4to0bl nuTb, a He HJsl TOro,
uyTo6bl OCKBepHATH ee. HHKTO, Kpome XpoMoro Turpa, He cTajl Obl
XBacTaThCsi CBOHM MPaBOM B TaKoe BpeMsl... B TaKoe BpeMs, Korjga Bce
MBI CTpajfaeM BMmecTe — M uyenoBek W Hapopn [kyurnedh. UucTtwoifi uau
HeuncThil, crynafl B cBowo Gepaory, Ulep-Xau!

[Mochennue cnoBa npo3Byyanu, kak cepebpsinble Tpyosl. M Tpu cbina
XaTxu KauHyJHCb BIepel Ha MoJulara, Xotss B 3TOM He ObLIO HYXK[bt.
[llep-Xan ywen kpamayyucb, He cMefl jpaxe BopYaTb, HGO OH 3HaN
TO, UTO HW3BECTHO BCEM: €C]H AOHAeT A0 Jena, TO XO3fHH JIKyHT-
Jeii — XaTxu.

— UYro 310 3a mnpaBo, o kKotopom roopua Ulep-Xaun? — wennyn
Mayrau Ha yxo barupe.— YG6uBaTh 4enoBeka Bcerja cTbhlaHo. Tak cka-
3aH0 B 3akoHe. A Kak Ke XaTXH FOBODHT...

— Cnpocu ero cam. §1 He 3Haio, Manenbkuit Bpar. Ecth Takoce
npaBo HJH HeT, a s1 Obl Npoyuusaa Kak cjenyetr Xpomoro MsicHHKa,
ecan 6bl He Xartxu. [lpuxomute k Ckane Mupa, ToNbKO uYTO YOHUB
yeJjl0BeKa, fla ellle XBAaCTaTbCs 3THM — BBIXOJKA, AOCTOHHAas lWakanal
KpoMe Toro, oH HCIOPTHJ XOpOLIYIO BOAY.

Mayrau nopoxpan ¢ MHHYTY, HaGupasicb XpaGpoCTH, MOTOMY 4TO
BCe B JKyHrasix nobauBajuch obpallaTbCst NpsiMO K XaTxH, MOTOM
KPHKHYN:

— UYro 3to 3a npaBo y lllep-Xana, o Xartxu?

O6a Gepera nomxBaTuau ero cjaoBa, w60 Hapon [I>kyHraeii oueub
MOGOMBITEH, a HA FJa3axX y BCeX IPOH30LLI0 HEYTO TaKoe, Yero He Mo-
HAJl HHKTO, KpoMe bany, KoTopblfi npuHSI1 caMblii TJ1yGOKOMbBIC/EH-
HBIA BHI.
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— DTO cTapast HCTOPHUsSI,— CKaszan XaTxH,— OHa MHOro crapiue
iekyHraei. [lomonunre Tam, Ha Oeperax, s paccKaxy ee BaMm.

MuHyTa WM OBe 1polljM, noka OyHBoabl M KabaHbl TOJKaJHCb
M OTNHXHBaJu JPyr JApyra, I[OTOM BOXakH CTajl HOBTODHJH OIHH
3a Jpyrum:

— Mbul xaem!

WM XaTxu mariysn Bnepef W cTagd 110 KOJGHO B BOA€ MOCPeid 3a-
BoaH y Ckanbl Mupa. Hecmorpa Ha XxynoOy, MOpIUMHBL H IKEJNTbe
6uBHH, cpady OblIO BHJAHO, YTO HMEHHO OH — XO3SIMH MAXYHIVICH.

— Bwbl 3Haere, et Mou,— HauaJs OH,— 4TO GoJiblile BCErO Ha CBeTC
Bbl 6ouTech uejOBeKa.

[Tocabliancss ong06pHTENbHLIR PONOT. )

— 1o T1ebst Kacaercsd, Manenbkuit bBpar,-— ckaszana baru-
pa Mayrau.

— Mensi? {1 oxornuk CBo6ogHoro Hapona u npunannexy k Crae,—-
orBeTH]1 Mayrau.— Kakoe MHe peno 10 4yenoBeka?

— A 3nHaete au Bbl, MoueMy Bbl 6OMTeCb uesjoBeKa? — MPOAOKAI
Xatxu.— Bor nouemy. B Hawane AxkyHPJedl, Tak AaBHO, 4YTO HHUKTO
He TMOMHMT, Korpa 3To Obllo, BCce Mbl Macjucb BMecTe H He GOSJMCDH
apyr npyra. B To BpemMsi He OBbINO 3aCyXH, JHCTbsl, LBeTbl H IUIOLBI
BbIPACTa/]H Ha JiepeBe B OJIHO BPeMsi, H Mbl NTUTaJMCh TOJbKO JIMCTLAMH,
IIBeTAMH H MJOLAMH 1a KOPOH W TpPaBOH.

— Kak s pana, 4to He poausiacb B TO Bpemsi! — ckasana ba-
rupa.— Kopa xopolia ToJbKO TOUHTb KOTTH.

— A Tocnonurom [xyuraneit 6ut1 Txa, [epBbiii u3 Cionos. Coum
x060TOM OH BBITAILKA JAXKYHIJK H3 [JyOOKHX BOA, M Tam, Tle OH
npoBeJ No 3emJje 60po3abl CBOMMH OUBHAMH, MOGEXKaju PEKH, H TaM,
Tle OH TOMHYJ HOrOH, HaJHUJHCh BOJOI0 0O3epa, a Korja OH 3aTpyOu.
B X060T — BOT TaK,— Hapoauauch aepeBbs. Bor kak Txa corBopua
JOKYHIJH, H BOT KaK paccKasblBaJll MHE 3Ty HCTOPHIO.

— Ona He crana Kopoue oT Tmepeckasza! — wennyna barupa.

A Mayrsu 3acMesiicst, IPUKPbIBasi POT J1aJOHBIO.

— B 1o Bpems He 6blNI0 HH MaMca, HH [blHb, HH (€pla, HH caxap-
HOTO TPOCTHHKA, HH MajleHbKHX XHXKHH, KaKHe BHJeJ KaxKIblH M3 Bac,
u Haponet [IxkyHrie# Xuau B Jecax APY»KHO, KaK OJHH Hapoj, He 3Has
HHYero o uejoBeke. Ho ckopo 3Bepr Hauaju CCOPHTbCH H3-3a MHLILH,
XoTs1 nact6uil xBaTano Ha Bcex. OHu obGaennaucb. Kaxxpgomy xote-
JIOCb MACTHCh TaM, Ille OH OTAbIXaJl, Kak OblBaeT WHOIrLA H Y HacC, €CllH
BeCEHHMe JNOXKIH Ipown apyxHo. ¥ Txa, [TepBoro us Cnonos, 6bl10
MHOTO [iejla: OH CO3/1aBaJjl HOBble [KYHIJIM M MPOKNaibiBajl pyc/a pekK.
O He Mmor 1ocretb Bcloay, H notomy cienan [lepsoro ua Turpos Banac-
TEJHHOM M CyAbed Hajp mXyHrasiMd, 1 Hapon JXyHrae#t npuxoaua
K HeMy co CBOMMH crnopami. B To Bpems Ilepsbiit u3 Turpos en nnoast
u TpaBy BMmecte co BceMH. OH Obll POCTOM C MeHS M OY€Hb KPaCHB:
BeCb JKeJITblH, KaK 1lBeThl XeaTod JauaHbl. B To nob6poe crapoe Bpems,
KOrza JOKYHIJIH TOJbKO YTO HAapOJAHJHCb, Ha LIKype THrpa ellle He ObL1O
HH noJjoc, Hu naTteH. Becb Hapoa [Ixkyurned npuxomua K Hemy Ges
cTpaxa, H CJ0OBO ero Obljo 3aKoHOM /st Bcex. He 3abwiBaiite, uTO
BCe Mbl OblJIM TOrAa ONMH HApOA.
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M Bce xe opHa)knbl HOUBIO MCXK/Ay ABYMS OblkaMH BblileJ CIIOP
H3-3a nMacTOHlla, TAaKo#l Cliop, KakKHe Bb! Tellepb peuiacTe € MoMONLbI
pOroB M nepenHuX KonblT. [oBOpsAT, uTo Koraa o6a Oblka NpHULIM XKa-
aopatbess K [lepsomy H3 Turpos, JekasuieMy Cpeau ILBETOB, OAHH
M3 HHX TOJKHYJ ero poramiu, W [lepseii u3 Turpos, no3abbiB O TOM,
YTO OH BJIACTEJNMH M Cyabsl Hal JKYHTASIMH, OpocH/csl Ha 3Toro Obika
U cjomaJa emy Iuelo.

Jlo Toll HoOuu HHKTO M3 Hac He ymupadn, u [lepseii u3 I'urpos, yBu-
ICB, YTO OH HajenaJ, W MOTEePsiB TOJOBY OT 3anaxa KPuBH, ybexad
B 6ojiota Ha cesep; a Mmul, Hapon [XyHuraeil, octanuch 6e3 cylbH
H HadaJM CCOPHTbCS U ApaThbesi MexAy coboil. Txa ycabilian WyM U NpH-
e K HaM. M ojiHH M3 HAC rOBOpPUAM OJHO, a Apyrue — Apyroe, HO OH
yBHIE MepTBOr0 OblKa CpeaH LIBETOB W CIPOCHA HaC, KTO ero ybud,
a Mbl He MOIJIH eMy CKAa3aTb, IIOTOMY 4YTO MOTCPANH pa3yM OT 3allaxa
KpPOBH, KakK TepsieM ero M Ternepb. Mbl MeTalHCh H KPYXHJHCb MO
IOKYHTJSIM, CKaKaJM, Kpuuanuw ¥ MoTand ronoBamu. M Txa mnosesen
HUXKHUM BETBSM [JEpCBbeB M [OJ3YyUMM JHanaM JIKyHIJEHd OTMETHTD
y6uiiily, uto6sl Ilepsriii u3 CJoHOB MOr y3HATBb €ro.

W Txa cnpocui:

«Kto xouer ObiTh [ocnoputom JKyHraei?»

Buickounna Cepasi OGesbsina, KoTOpasi »KHBeT Ha BeTBAX, M
KPHKHYa:

«$1 xouy 6ot [ocnoxoit Jxyurae!»

Txa ycmexHyncsi H OTBeTHIL:

«[iycte Gyner Tak!s — H B rueBe yiles Mpoub.

Jletu, Bbl 3naere Cepyio OOGesbsiny. Torma oxa Oblna Takas Xe,
Kak W Termepb. CHavasa OHA COCTPOHJIA YMHOE JIHLO, HO Uepe3 MHHYTY
Haua,a [o4YCCHhIBATBHCS M CKaKaTh BBEPX M BHM3, H, BO3BPATHBIIMCh,
Txa veugen, 4To OHA BHCHT Ha JepeBe TOJOBOH BHH3 M MepeApa3HH-
BaeT BCEX, KO CTOMT [OJ AEPEBOM, H OHH ToxXe ee apasuar. M Tak
B JUKYHLASIX He cTano GoJsblie 3aKoHa — ojHa raynas OOJTOBHA H
cnoBa 6e3 cmbicna.

Torpa Txa co3Bas Hac Bcex W cKa3zadg:

«[lepButiét Bam Tocrnopud npuHec B AxkyHrau CmeprTb, BTOpOH —
ITosop. Tenepb nopa "nate BaM 3dKOH, H Takoil 3aKOH, KOTOPOro Bbl
He cmead 6ol HapyuwaTb. Teneph Bbl no3Haete Crpax H, yBHIEB ero,
HIoUMeTe, 4TO OH TOCIIOIHH Hal BaMH, a BCE OCTaJbHOC 0OpPHJIET
camo coboii».

Torpa met, Hapon IlXyHraeit, cipocuau:

«Yro takoe Ctpax?»

W Txa orBeru:

«HMuure u orblitteTes.

M Mbl MCXOmHAM BCe JUKYHIJHM BHOJb H mornepek B nouckax Crpaxa,
Il BCKOpe OYyHBOJIHI...

— Y¢! — otosBancst co cBoeil necuaHod oTmend Meca, BoxXak
6yHBOJIOB.

— Jla, Meca, To 6bliin Gy#iBosibl. OHH MPHHEC/H BECTb, UTO B OJAHOH
netuepe B JOKyHrAsiX cuaut CTpax, 4To oH 6e3BOJIOCHIH H XOJAMT HA 3a]-
Hux Janax. Torga Bce Mbl noiwuid 3a ctrajgoM OyHBOJIOB K 3TOH lie-
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wepe, u Crpax crosn Tam y Bxoaa. [a, oH Obln 6e3BOJOCHIH,
KaK pacckasbiBaad OyiiBOsIbl, W XONMJ Ha 3aJHHX Janax. YBHIACB
Hac, OH KpPHKHYJ, H €ro Trojoc BCeJHJ] B HAC CTPaX, KOTOPbIH
MbBl 3HaeM Telepb, M Mbl PHHYJHCb MpOYb, TOMYAa W HAHOCA paHbl
npyr npyry. B 1y Houb Hapon [lxyHraeit He yjercssi oT[blXxaTb BecCb
BMecTe, KaK Obllo y Hac B ofbluae, HO Kakjoe MJjemsl Jierjo ofT-
Jle/IbHO — CBHHBH CO CBHHbSIMH H OJIEHH C OJIEHSIMH: pora C poramu
M KOMbiTa ¢ KonmbiTaMH. CBOM 3aJieriH CO CBOHMH M JpOXKanu OT cTpaxa
BCIO HOYb.

Toabko [leproro u3 THTrpoB He GbLIO C HAMH: OH BCe elle NpPsiTajncs
B 60JIOTaXx Ha ceBepe, H KOrja [0 HEro Aoljla BeCTb O TOM, KOTO Mbl
BHIeJH B relllepe, OH CKa3aJ:

«$l mofiny K HeMy H cJOMal eMmy LIelo».

M on 6exan BcO HOYb, NOKA HEe [OCTHI Melllepbl, HO JEPEeBbs
M JHaHBl Ha ero MyTH, NMOMHSI MoBeJeHHe Txa, HM3KO OMyCKaJ/JH CBOH
BeTBH H MeTHJAM ero Ha Oery, NpoBOAA MaJjblaMH MO €ro ChHHe,
6okaM, a0y u nonbopoaky. M rae Obl HH NOTPOHYJMCH JO HErO JIHAHHI,
ocTaBaJjach MeTKa WJM MoJoca Ha ero keatoii wkype. M atu nonocel
ero getH HocAT jno Hawux nHei! Korpa ox nopowen k neuiepe, bBes-
BoJlockii CTpax npoTsiHysl pyky W Ha3BaJg ero «[losocatbifi, 4to mpu-
XOIHT Houblo», ¥ [lepBelfi 3 Turpos ucnyrajicsi besponocoro u ¢ BoeM
yb6exan o6patHo B 60J0Ta...

Tyt Mayrnu THXOHbKO 3acMesijicsi, OMYCTHB MoabopoJOK B BOAY.

— ...On BB Tak rpoMko, 4to Txa ycablllan ero H CIPOCHI:

«O uem THI?»

W Ilepebiit 3 Turpos, NoaHsiB MOPAY K TOJBKO UTO COTBOPEHHOMY
He6y, KOTOpoe Tenepb TakK CTapo, CKasal:

«Bepuun mHe Mowo Bnactb, 0 Txa! Meus onosopuau nepen BceMH
IUKyHLAsiMH: 51 y6exkan oT DesBojocoro, oH HasBajJ MeHsl MMO30p-
HbIM HME€HEM>».

«A nouemy?» — cnpocun Txa.

«[Totomy, uto 1 Bbimaukajncsi B GOJNOTHOH rpsizu»,— oTBeTH Ilep-
Bbll U3 Turpos.

«Tak monnaBall M Mokatakcsi MO MOKpOH Tpame, H eClH 3TO Ips3b,
OHa, KOHEeUYHOo, coiner»,— ckasan Txa.

W TlepBuiii w3 TurpoB naaean ¥ nnaBan, W Karajcs MO TpaBe,
TaK YTO JPKYHIJIM 3aBepTejucb y Hero nepej rjlasaMH, HO HH OJHO
NATHBILKO He COLLJIO ¢ ero WIKypel, H TXa 3acmesiiicsi, ISl Ha Hero.
Torpa Tlepsotit v3 Turpos crnpocuJ:

«YTto ke 5 cnenan M novyeMy 3TO CAYYHUJIOCh CO MHOHP»

Txa orertua:

«Tbl y6ua Geika n BnycTHa CMepTb B JOKYHIAH, a BMecte co CMepTbio
npuiien Ctpax, u noromy Hapomel [lKyHrnei tenepb 6GOsiTCS OAMH
apyroro, Kak Tel 6ouuibcsi besBonocoros.

[lepBbiii u3 TurpoB ckasadg:

«OHu He MoGOSITC MeHsl, OTOMY UTO 51 A@BHO HX 3HAIO».

«[logu u nocmoTpu»,— orBetna Txa.

Torna Ilepsbiit 3 TurpoB cran Geratb B3aj U Bhepen N0 JXKYHI-
JSIM H TPOMKO 3BaTh oJeHeH, kKabaHOB, AHKoOpa3oB M Bce Haponel
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Jlkyuraeid. M Bce oHu yb6exxanaw OT THUrpa, KOTOpbI Obli npexae
ux Cynbeil, noToMy 4to 60SJHCh €ro Ternepsb.

Torpa Ilepewiét n3 Turpo BepHysacsi k Txa. [oprocts ero Obina
cJOMJIeHa, H, YAapUBLUHCb T'OJOBOH O 3e€M/I0, OH CTa/l pbiThb €e BCeMH
4eThlpbMsi JlaaMH W NPOBbLI:

«Bcriomuy, 4to st 6bi1 Korma-to Baacrenunom Jxkyurne#t! He 3a-
6ynb Mmensi, o Txa! [lycTb MOH meTu MOMHSAT, YTO KOTAa-TO f1 He 3HaJ
HU CTblAA, HH cTpaxal»

M Txa ckazaa:

«3T0 s cHelialo, MOTOMY YTO Mbl BABOeM ¢ TOGOH BHOENH, Kak CO3-
nasanuch JOKyHraH. Onsa Houb B rony Oyaer ndsi Te6si B IJsl TBOHX
JeTell Takasi e, KakK Gblna lpexie, noka Tl He y6ua Gbika. Ecnn Thi
noecrpevaeiib be3Bosocoro B 3Ty eAHHCTBEHHYIO HOUb — a HMMsl €My
YesoBeK,— Thl He HCMyraelibcsi ero, 3ato oH Oyner Gositbes Tebs
M TBOHX NeTel, CJIOBHO Bbl CyJbH JXKYHIJIEH H X03sieBa BCEro, YTO B HHX
ectb. Bynb Musocepaes kK HeMy B 3Ty Houb Ctpaxa, HOO Tenepb Tbl 3HA-
eulb, uto takoe Crpax».

N torpa llepsuiil 3 Turpos oTBeTHA:

«Xopouto. I noBoneH».

Ho nocne Toro, mopoinst K peke HanmUTbCH, OH YyBHAE] M0J0OCHI
Ha CBOMX 00OKaX, BCIIOMHHJ HMsl, KoTopoe eMy pnaJj besBoJochlil, H npu-
wen B sipocThb. Lleaslit roxg oH npoxun B GoJjioTax, oxkuuasi, koraa Txa
HCMONHUT cBoe oGeulanune. VI B ondy Houb, Korma Jlyuseiit Llakan
(BeuepHsis 3Be3fad) MOAHAJCH HAA JMXKYH[ISIMH, THID MOUYysJ, UTO
HacTaja ero Hodb, W Iolles K TOH nNellepe, rae »Kuj be3sBosocslii.
U Bce ciyuunoch Tak, Kak o6eulan Ilepsoiii u3 CnosoB. BesBonocbiit
ynan Ha KoJIeHH Mepei HHM M pacnpoctepcsi Ha 3emae, a [lepBbiif
13 TurpoB 6pOCHJICS Ha HEro K cjaomasn emy xpebet, 1yMasi, 4UTO B IXKYHT-
asix 6oabiue Het Be3Bosocbix U uto oH youn Crpax. M torma, o6HIOXaB
cBOIO 1006BIYy, OH ycJbillal, 4to Txa uaer us JjecoB ceBepa. M Bckope
pasnadacsi rojoc [lepBoro u3 CiaoHOB, TOT CaMblil roJ0C, KOTOPbIH Mbl
CABILIMM celyac...

['poM npokaTHacAd N0 HCCOXIUHM, pPacTPECKaBLIMMCS XOJIMaM, HO
He MpHHeC ¢ cOO0I0 NOXK/AA — TOJNBKO 3apHHLbI 6JIeCHYaH 3a JajlbHUMH
ropaMd. M1 Xartxu nponponxadn:

— Bort 3toT ronoc o u ycasiwagd. M ronoc ckazan emy:

«3JTO U eCTb TBOE MHJOCEpAHE?»

[TepBbiit 3 TurpoB 06JH3HYJCS H OTBETH.I:

«Hro 3a 6ena? § y6un Crpax».

M Txa ckazan:

«O cneno#l U Hepasymublil! Tol pasBsizan Horu CMepTH, H OHa CTaHeT
XOIUTb 32 TOOOIO MO NsiTaM, MOKa Thl He yMpellb. Thl Hay4HJ yejoBe-
Ka y6uBaTb!»

ITepBuiit U3 TurpoB HacTynun Ha CBOIO A0ObIYY H CKasaJa:

«On Tenepb Tako# ke, KaK TOT Gblk. CTpaxa Gonblie HET, H A 110-
npexxHemy 6yay cyautbe Hapogwr JlKyHrjed».

Ho Txa ckasaan:

«Hukorga 6oabwe He npuayt K Tebe Haponbr [xyuraeir. Hu-
KOTJla He CKPeCTATCS WX MyTH C TBOWMH, HHKOrja He OynyT OHH CNaThb
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psiaoM ¢ ToOOH, HH XOAHTb 3a TOOOf, HM NacTUCb Bo3je TBoeH Oep-
aoru. Tonbko Crpax OymeT XOo#HTb 3a TOGOH MO NSATaM H, Korja emy
B3llyMaercsi, Mopaxatb TeOsi oOpyKHeM, KOTOPOro Thl He YBHAHLIb.
OH cpenaer Tak, 4To 3eMJ/sl pa3pep3HeTcsl y Tebsi Moj HOramH, M JvaHa
3axJleCTHeT TBOIO 1lIel0, M CTBOJbI JlepeBbeB HarpoMo3dsiTcsl BOKPYT
Te6si Tak BLICOKO, 4YTO Thl He CMOXKellb 4epe3 HHX MepenphirHyTh.
A Hanocnenok OH CHHMeT ¢ Te6Gsl IUIKypy H NPHKDPOET €l0 CBOHX JeTe-
Hbilel, 4To6bl corpeTb HX. Tbl He noilaaui ero, u oH Tebe He nacT
TOLLaJIbI».

ITepBblii 13 TurpoB Obll OYeHb OTBa)KeH, MOTOMY 4YTO €ro HoOYb
ellle He Mpoulja, B OH cKasaJj:

«O6eutanne Txa ocraercs B cHsle. Benp oH He OTHHMeT y MeHs
MoeH HOuYH?»

M Txa ckasaa:

«TBOst HOUb ocTaHeTcs TBOeH, Kak s o6elllas, HO 3a Hee MNpPHAETCs
3anaaTtuTb. Tbl Haydus 4desoBeKa YOHBaTb, a OH BCE MNepeHUMaeT
OLICTPOX».

[TepBbiit u3 THrpOB OTBETHJI:

«Bot oH, y Mensi mox Horo#l, u xpebeT ero cjomJed. Ilyctb ysunaior
Bce JKyHrau, uro 1 y6un Crpax».

Ho Txa sacmesiica v ckasan:

«Tbl y6UJ1 ONHOTO H3 MHOTHX H CaM CKaxellb 00 3TOM JKYHIJ/ISIM,
MOTOMY UYTO TBOSI HOYb Npolunals

M BoT HacTynua AeHb — W3 nNellepbl Boilles apyroél BessoJjochif,
M, YBHJIeB YOHTOro Ha TPOMHHKE M THrpa, CTOSILLEro Haj HHM, OH B3fiJ
NajKy C OCTPbIM KOHLOM...

— Tenepb oHn 6pocaloT TaKylo OCTPYIO IWITYKY,— CKasasa RuKob6pas
Caxmu, C LIOPOXOM CIyCKasiChb K peKe.

Touabl' cuutaior Caxu camoii BKyCHOH €[0H — OHH 30BYT €ro
Xo-Hry,— 1 emy u3BecTHO Koe-UTO O KOBapHOM TOMNOpHKe TOHMOB,
KOTODBIH JIETHT uyepe3 npoceky, O6JecTs, Kak CTpeKo3a.

— D710 Oblla NMajka C OCTPbIM KOHLOM, KaKHe BTHIKAIOT Ha JAHO
JoBUel siMbl,— cka3as Xatxu.— bBesBoJsiocbiit 6pocun ee, 1 OHa BOTKHY-
nace B 6ok [lepsomy u3 Turpos. Bce cayumsoch, kKak ckasan Txa:
[TepBeifi 13 Turpos c Boem Oeran no Jiecy, noka He BbIPBaJ MaJKy,
M BCe JKYHIVIM y3Haau, uto bBe3Bosochlii MoXKeT nopaxaTb H3Jal,
H CTajH 6osiTbcsl GoJblle npexkHero. Tak Beiwao, uro [lepswlii 3 Tur-
poB' Hayuus besposiocoro y6uBaTb — a Bbl CaMH 3HAeTe CKOJIbKO
Bpela 3TO NpHHecCJ0 BceM HaMm,-— yOWBaTb W MetJell, U JOBYLIKOH,
U COPATAHHBIM KalKaHOM, M Kycayeil MyXo#, KOTopasi BblUleTaeT
u3 Genoro apiMa (Xartxu rosopuan o myJde), W Kpacubim LlBetkom,
KOTOpPhIH BbIrOHsieT Hac K3 Jecy. M Bce e onHy Houb B roay bespono-
cbll GouTcst TUrpa, Kak obGewtan Txa, H THTp HHYEro He cienaJ, 4ToObi
npornate ero Ctpax. I'ne o uafimer bBesBonocoro, tam u y6uBaer,
NOMHs, Kak ono3opuau [leporo uz Turpos.

WU renepp Crpax pasrynvBaeT MO JKYHLJSIM JHEM H HOYBIO.

— Axu! Ao! — B3JOXHY/NM OJ€HH, nyMas, Kak BaXHO BCe 3TO
ANS1 HHX.

"' T'éndor — opun w3 ApeBHCHUIMX Hapo; 08 Muamn.
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— W ronbko korna onuH Beaukuit CTpax rposuT BceM, Kak Terepb,
Mbl B JUKYHTASIX 3a6biBaeM CBOM MeJKHE CTPaxH M CXONUMCSI B OIHO
MeCTO, KaK Ternepb.

— UYenoBeK TOJNBKO OHY HOUb GOWTCH THrpa? —— cnpocua Mayriu.

— TonbKo OHY HOYb,— OTBETHJ XaTXH.

— Ho Beab s... HO Beib MBl... HO Belb BCe B JUKYHIJISIX 3HAIOT,
uyrto Hlep-Xan yOuBaeT YesioBeKa ABaXKIbl U TPUKIbI B MeCsll.

— 3r1o tak. Ho Torna on Gpocaercst Ha Hero c3ajy M, Halajas,
OTBOpayMBaeT roJoBy, MoTomy uto Gourcsi. Ecau denoBek mocMOTPHT
Ha THrpa, oH y6eXUT. A B CBOIO HOUb OH BXOJIHT B JI€PEBHIO He MPSUACD.
OH uier MexXny AOMaMH, NPOCOBLIBAET FOJIOBY B BEPb, a JIOAM NaAaioT
nepefi HMM Ha KoJieHH, u Toria od y6uBaer. OmWH pas — B Ty HOUb.

«O! — ckazan Mayrau npo ce6si, nepeBepThiBasicb B BoLe ¢ GOKy
Ha 60k.— Tenepb s1 nonumalo, nouemy lllep-Xan nonpocus meHsi B3ras-
HYyTb Ha Hero. EMy 3To He nomorJio, oH He MOT CMOTpeTb MHe B I1a3a,
a ... 51, pasymeeTcs, He ynaJ nepeil HUM Ha kKoJjeHH. Ho Beab 51 He ue-
JIOBEK, A npuHapnexy k Cpo6oanomy Hapoay».

— I'm-m! — rayxo nposopuaJjia barupa.— A TUrp 3Haer CBOKW HOUL?

— Her, He 3Haer, noka Jlywuwii Illakan He BHIigeT M3 HOYHOrO
tymana. MHorna »ta Houb GblBaerT JeToM, B CyXoe BpeMsl, a HHOrna
3uMoH, Korna uayT poxaud. Ecau 6b1 He [lepBbiii u3 Turpos, 3toro
He cjyyuaoch Obl M HHKTO M3 Hac He 3Has Ob Crpaxa.

Onenn rpyctHo B3JOXHyad, a Darupa KoBapHo YJblGHyJach.

— Jliogu 3HaIOT 3Ty... CKa3Ky? — CNpocu/ia oHa.

— Hukro ee He 3Haer, KpoMe THIPOB M Hac, CJIOHOB, lered Txa.
Tenepb u BH, Te, uTo Ha Oeperax, Cablliajiv ee, U GOJblile MHE Heuero
CKa3aTb BaM.

XaTxu OKyHyJ X060T B BOAY B 3HAK TOro, YTO He XKendeT GoJblie
pasroBapHBaTh.

— Ho nouemy ke, nouemy,— cnpocun Mayrau, o6palascs
k bany,— nouemy Ilepsnlit u3 TurpoB mnepecran ectb TpaBy, MIOIbI
H JHctbsi? Beib oH TonbKo caoman weio Obiky. OH He coxpaa ero.
Uro e 3acTaBUJIO €70 OTBeaTh CBeXel KpPoBH?

— JlepeBbsi u JuaHbl 3akaeliMuiu THrpa, Manenbku#i bBbpar, u on
cTas TMoJocathiM, KakKuM Mbl BuAuUM ero Tenepb. Hukorma OGouablue
He CTaHeT OH eCTb MX IJIOJOB, H C TOTO CAMOrO [HSI OH MCTHUT OJeHsM,
OyiiBoNlaM W IpyruM TpaBoelaM,— cKasaj Dadgy.

— Tak Th TOXKe 3Haellib 3Ty ckasky? [la? Ilouyemy Xe s HuKorzaa
ee He cJabixan?

— TloToMy 4YTO MXKYHIVIH MOJHB TakKuX cKasok. CTOMT TOJIbKO
HayaTb, UM H KoHLa He Oymer. [lyctw Moe yxo, Manenbkuit Bpar!

HALWIECTBUE J)KYHIJIEHN

Bel, KoHeuHo, moMHuTe, uTo Mayrau, npurso3aus ukypy Llep-
Xana k Ckane Cosera, cKa3aJl BCGM BOJIKaM, CKOJLKO HX oOcCTaJjloch
ot Cuonuiickoii CraH, 4TO ¢ 3TMX nop OYyHeT OXOTHTbCA B JUKYHIVISIX
OllMH, a dYeTBepo Bos4YaT Marepu Bosuuubl nooGeilajny OXOTHTLCS

61



BMecTe ¢ HMM. Ho He Tak-To Jierko cpasy MepeMeHHTb CBOIO 2KH3Hb,
ocobeHHo B mXKyHrusix. [Tocne toro kak Cras pasbexxanacb KTO KyAa,
Mayrsiu npexne Bcero OTIpaBUJICS B POJHOE JOrOBO M 3aJjler clnathb
Ha Becb JIeHb M Ha BCIO Houb. [lpocHyBLIHCbL, OH pacckadan Oruy
Bosnky u Marepu Bosauuie o cBOMX NPHKJIOUEHHSIX CPeAH JIloJeil POBHO
CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO OHM Morau noHsth. Korma Mayrau cran urpath
nepei HUMH CBOHM OXOTHHYBMM HOXOM TakK, UYTO YyTpPeHHee COJiHLE
3aurpajo M 3abJUCTalo Ha ero Je3BHH,— 3TO Obll TOT caMblil HOX,
KOTOpbIM OH cHsil wWKypy c lllep-XaKa,— BoJKHM cka3zajH, YTO OH Koe-
yemy HayuuJscs. [Tocne toro Akene u Cepomy Bparty npuuuiocs pac-
cKasaTh, Kak OHM Mnomoranu Mayrau rHath OyHBOJIOB 1O oBpary,
u bBany Bckapabkajcsi Ha XoJaM MNochyliath HX, a barupa nodechl-
BaJlacbh OT y[OBOJIbCTBHUSI NPHU MBICJIH O TOM, Kak JlIoBKo MayrJiu Boesall
C THUFpOM.

ConHle [aBHO YXKe B30LLJIO, HO HHKTO H He OyMaJj JOXHTbCS
cnath, a Matbh Bosunua Bpemsi oT BpeMeHH 3aKHAbIBAJa FOJIOBY KBEPXY
¥ pajocTHO BAbiXajsa 3anax wKypsl llep-Xaha, noHocHMBIH BeTpoMm
co CkaJjibi CoBera.

— Ecaun 66 He Akena ¢ Cepeim BpaTtom,— cKasan B 3akKjloueHHe
Mayrau,— s1 661 Huuero He cmor caenatb. O Marbs Boauuuna, ecau 6
Thl BHAeNa, KakK cepble GyHBOJbl HecJUCh MO OBpary H Kak OHHU JIOMU-
JIUCb B JlepeBeHCKHe BOPOTa, KOT[a 4eJoBeubsl cras Opocana B MeHs
KaMHsAMH! .

— $1 pana, uto He BuIena 3Toro,— CypoBo cka3dana Martb Boua-
ypna.— He B MoeM o6bluae teprerb, 4TOObl MOHX BOJNYAT TOHSJH,
Kak wWakaJjo! 51 6bl 3acTaBusa YesOBeUbIO CTAIO MOMJAATHTbCH 3a 3TO,
HO nowanuia Obl KeHILHHY, KOTOpasi KopMuJja Tebsi MOJIOKOM.
[la, s nouwaguaa 6bl TONBKO ee ONHY!

— Tuwe, Ttuwe, Pakwa!— nesnso 3ametua Oren  Boak.—
Haw JIsrynmoHok onsitb BepHYJiCSt K HaM M TaK IOYMHeN, YTO POLHOH
oTell IOJ/KEH JIM3aTb €My NMATKH. A He BCe JIM paBHO — OJHUM LIPaMoM
Ha rosioBe GoJsbliue uiu Mmeublue? OcraBb YeJOBeKa B IOKOeE.

W Bany c¢ Barupoii oTo3Banuch, Kak 3xo:

— OcraBb yYesioBeKa B NMokoe!

Mayran, nonoxue rosoBy Ha 6ok Martepu Bouauunuel, yabi6GHyncs
JIOBONIbHOM y/BIOKOH M cKa3aJ, YTO U OH TOXKe He XoueT 6oJiblle HU BHU-
JleTb, HU CJABILIATb, HH YYSITh YeJoBeKa.

— A uro, ecsiu JIOK He ocTaBAT Te6s1 B nokoe, Manenskuit Bpar?—
ckasasa AKkeJia, PUNOAHSB OHO YXO.

— Hac nsitepo,— cka3an Cepbifi Bpart, orisiHyBILHCb Ha BCeX CH-
IAIUMX W LEeNKHYB 3y6aMu.

— Mbl ToxXe Morau Obl NPHHSTbL YydyacTHe B OXOTe,— CKa3saJa
Barupa, nowesenuBasi xBoctoM u risias Ha Bany.— Ho k uemy aymathb
Tenepb 0 uejoBeke, Akena?

— A BOT K 4YeMy,— OTBeTHJl BOJK-OfHHOYKa.— [locie Toro kak
LUIKypy 3TOoro »ejaroro Bopa noBecunn Ha Ckane Coera, s noules
o6paTHO K JAepeBHe IO HallMM cJjaefgaM, 4Tobbl 3anyTtaTh HX Ha TOT
caydaH, ecliM 3a HaMH KTO-HHOGYIb MOTOHHTCS, sI CTYMal B CBOM Cle[dl,
a WHOrZAa cBOpauuBaj B CTOPOHY H Joxujcsi. Ho korma s 3sanyran
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clef Tak, YTO ¥ caM He Mor Gbl B HeM pa3o6paTbCs, IpUJeTes] HeTONbIPb
Mahnr v cran KpyxuTbh Hago MHoi. OH ckasaun:

«JlepeBHsi uesoBeubel cTau, OTKyHa NpPorHand Mayrau, TyIuT,
KaK OCHHOe T'He3[0».

— 3to0 orTOrO, YTO A Gpocus Tyda GoJbIIOH KaMeHb,— IOCMEUBa-
sicb, ckaszasa Mayrau, KoTopblii uYacto 3a6aBasjicsi TeM, 4TO KHAAJ
crniesible ManaBbl B OCHHOe THe31O, a MNotoM G6pocalica Oerom K 6Ju-
)Kailled 3aBoaH, YTOOBI OCHl €ro He JOTHaJH.

— 1 cnpocun Heronbipsi, uro oH BHaea. OH ckasaja, uTO
nepen nepeBeHCKMMH Bopotamu UBeTeT Kpacubifi LiBetok u moau
CHIAT BOKPYr Hero ¢ py»XbsiMH. $ TroBOpIO HemapoMm: s Bellb 3HalO
no oneiTy,— TYyT AkKena B3INIsHYJ Ha crapble py6GuUbl Ha CBOMX
6oKax,— UTO JIIOAM HOCAT pYyXbsl He misi 3a6aBnl. Ckopo, Maneun-
kuil Bpar, uenoBeK ¢ pyXbeM MOHIET MO HaUleMy Clefy.

— Ho 3auem 3r10? Jlionu nporHanu Mensi. Uero ewe uM HyX-
HO?— cepauTo cnpocun Mayrau.

— Tol uenosek, Manenbkuil Bpat,— Bo3pasun Akena.— He Hawm,
BonbubiMm OxoTHHKaM, roBoputb Tefe, 4TO H 3aueM [AeNaloT TBOH
6paThs.

OH eaBa ycnes OTHEpHYTb Jialy, KaK OXOTHHYHH HOX TiyGoKO
BOH3WJICA B 3eMJiIl0 Ha TOM MecTe, TIAe OHa Jexana. Mayrau
6pocusl HOX Tak ObICTPO, YTO 3a HHM He ycaeaun Obl YesloBeuHH
rias, Ho Akejia Gbl1 BOJIK, & nae cobaka, KOTOPOH [ajieKo A0 IHUKO-
ro BOJIKa, ee Mparnpajena, MoXKeT NPOCHYTbCA OT KpeIKoro cHa, Korna
KOJIECO TeJleTH cJlerKa KocHeTcsi ee 6oKa, H OTIPLITHYTb B CTOPOHY
HeBpedMMOl, MpeXxe YeM 3TO KOoJiecO HaeleT Ha Hee.

— B npyro#i pa3,— cnokoilKo cKa3an Mayrid, BKJaabBas
HOX B HOXHBI,— He TOBOPM O 4ejloBeubell cTae, KOrja TrOBOpHIlb
¢ Mayrau.

— Tdd! 3y6 ocrpeiil,— ckazan Axesna, OGHIOXHBasi SMKY,
OCTaBJIEHHYI0 HOXOM B 3eMJie,— HO TOJNBKO XHTbe C uejloBeubei
craeil ucnoptusno tebGe raas, Manenbkuit Bpat. {1 6u1 ycnen y6uTh
OJIeHs1, 1IOKa Thl 3aMaxuBaJcs.

Darupa Bapyr BCKouMsa, BbITSAHyJla IUel Bhepeid, [OHIOXaJja
Bo3nyX W Bcs Hanpsiriach. Cepblii Boak GeicTpo mnoBTOpHA Bece ee
IBHXKEHHUsI, [MOBEPHYBIIMCb HEMHOTO BJeBO, uTOOBl YJIOBHUTb BeTED,
KOTOPBIH nyJa crnpaBa. AKesla »Ke OTIpPLITHYJl 1IaroB Ha MATbAECAT
B CTOPOHY BeTpa, I[pHCeN W TOXKE HaNpsircs BCEM  TeJIOM.
Mayrnu cmorpen Ha HMX € 3aBHCTblO. UyThe Yy Hero OBUIO TaKoOe,
KaKoe pelKo BCTpeuaercsi y Jioaed, HO 3TOMY 4YYyTblO He XBaraJio
TOH HeoObluaiiHOH TOHKOCTH, Kakasi CBOHCTBEHHa KaXXJOMy HOCYy B
JUKYHIWISIX, @ 32 TPH Mecsila KUTbsl B [BIMHOH JepeBHe OHO CHJb-
Ho mpurynuiocs. OAHAaKO OH CMOYMA [ajel, I[OTep HM HOC H
BHIPAMUIICS, YTOOGH YJIOBUTH BeTep BEPXHHUM UyTheM, KOTOPOE€ BCEro
BEpHee.

— Yenosek! — nposopuan Akesna, npHcaxkKupBaschb Ha 3aJiHue
Jlansl.

— bBaapeo! — ckasan Mayrau, caasicb.— OH ujer no Hauiemy
cieny. A BOH M codiHue 6siecTUT Ha ero pyxbe. CmoTpuTe!
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Conuue ToJibKO OJleCHYJO Ha [OJMI0  CEKYHAbl Ha  MEIHBIX
CKpernax CTaporo MyWKeTa, HO HHYTO B [XKYHIVISIX He JaeT Takol
BCMBILIKK CBeTa, pa3Be TOJNbKO ecid objaka OeryT no Heby. Torpa
yewlyifika CJIOAbI, MaJleHbKasi JiyXulla H jpaxe OJecTsiuluil Jucr
cepkaioT, kak reauworpad'. Ho gesb 61 Ge3obnaunbiii M
TUXHH.

— $1 3HaJs, 4YTO JIOAM TOTOHSITCSI 32 HAMH,— TOPIKECTBYs, CKa3sal
Axena.— Hepnapom s 61 Boxkakom Craun!

YerBepo BosikoB Mayra, He ckKasaB HUYero, Jerju Ha Opioxo,
MONOJ3JH BHH3 MO XOJMY H BAPYT TpONaJ/iH, CJIOBHO pacTasiii CpemH
TEPHOBHUKA M 3€JIeHOH [OPOCH.

— Ckaxute cHauasna, KyAa Bbl MJeTe?— OKJAMKHYJ HX Mayrau.

— L-w! Mel npukaTum cioga ero uepen eile [0 HoJyaHs! —
oro3BaJicaa Cepniii bpar.

— Haszan! Hasan! Croiite! UYenosek HC ect dejoBeka! —
KpHKHYJ Mayriu.

— A K10 6BLT TONBKO 4TO BOJKOM? KTo Gpocusn B MeHs HOX
3a TO, 4TO €ro Ha3BaJ/H YeJOBEKOM?— cka3an Akena.

Ho Bcsi uerBepka mnocnywasnach u yrpioMo MOBepHyJla Hasaj.

— Heyxean s pgomXeH oOGBACHATHL BaM, I[oueMy $51 [ejal0 TO
WK apyroe?— crnpocusi Mayrau paccepAHBLIKMCH.

— Bor Bam uyenoBek! 3to roeoput uesoBek! — nposopuana
Barupa ce6e B ycel.— BoT Tak e TroBOpHJH JIOOM BOKDYT KHSI-
XKeckoro 3BepuHLla B Ypafinype. Ham B mXyHrisix naBHO H3BeCT-
HO, UTO ueJIOBeK BceXx yMHeld. A ecau 6 Mbl BepHIM CBOHM YyllaM,
To 3Hanu Obl, 4TO OH rayned Bcex Ha csere.— M, nosbicuB  ro-
Joc, ona npubauna:— Ha 3TtoT pa3 perteHblll MNpaB: JIOAM
oxotatcs craeil. [laoxass oxora y6uBaTh OOHOro, Korga Mbl He
3HaeM, 4TO cobOupalTcsi gesaatb octadabhble. [lofinem nocmoTpum,
4ero XoueT OT HAC ITOT YeJsOBeK.

— Mbl He mnoligeM,— 3aBopuas Cepobiii Bpat.— Oxotbcsi OnfuH,
Manenbkuit Bpat! Mbi-ro 3Haem, uero xorum! Mbl 6bl JaBHO NpH-
HecIH Cloja yeper.

Mayrau o6Ben B3arasiioM Bcex cBOHUX Apyseld. [pyab ero Ttsxe-
JIO MOoAHMMaJach, H I1a3a OblIM MoJHbL cie3. OH caenan war Brnepes
H, YyI1aB Ha OAHO KOJIEHO, CKa3aJi:

— Pazge 51 He 3Hal0, yero xouy? BarasiHute Ha mens!

Ony  HeOXOTHO B3rIsiHYyJM Ha Mayriu, notoM oTBeld TIJasa
B CTOPOHY, HO OH CHOBa 3acTaBHJl MX CMoTpeTb cebe B rJja3a, foka
lepcTb He MoOAHSAJIach Ha HHUX JBIOOM M OHH He 3aApoXaJjii BCeM
TesioM, a Mayrau Bce cMOTpeJi la CMOTped.

— Hy, Tak Kro Xe BoXakK H3 Hac [STepbIX?— CKasajl OH.

— Tol Boxak, Mauneubkuii bpart,— orsetun Cepweil BpaT u nus-
Hysl Mayrau Hory.

— Torna upure 3a MHOH,— ckazan Mayray.

M Bcst uerBepka, MoOAXKaB XBOCThl, Nobpesna 3a HUM MO [SITAM.

! Teaudepag — upuGop ans cBeTOCHTHAMbHOH cBAsu. PaGoraer npu nomoliu 3ep-
KaJl, KOTOPHIC OTPAKAIOT COJHEUHble Ay4d 1a GOJIbIIOC PACCTOSIHHC.
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— Bot urto O6biBaeT oOT XUTbSI B ueJloBeubeH cTae,— cKa3ana
bBarupa, HecsiblliHO cnyckasicb MO XOJAMYy BCjel 3a HUMH.— Tenepb
B JUKYHIISIX He oJlHH 3akKoH, Baay.

Cepuifi MenBenb He OTBeTHJ HHYEro, HO TOAyMaJ OuYeHb
MHOTOE.

Mayrau GecliymMHO mnpo6upalicss No Jiecy, Tepecekas €ro Ioj
NpsIMBIM  YIJIOM K TOMY NyTH, KoTopbiM uien bangeo. Hakowel,
pasaBHHYB KYCTHl, OH YyBHJeJ CTapuka C MYLUKeTOM Ha [iede:
OH Tpycui cobGauybed MOGeXKKOH T0 CcTapoMmy, [IBYXIHEBHOMY
cieny.

Bbl nomuuTe, 4to Mayrau yuwesn u3 gepeBHM C TsKesloH LWIKypo#
Ilep-Xana Ha mieuyax, a nosagu Hero Gexanun Axena ¢ Cepbim
Bparom, Tak uto cnea 6b1 oueHb sicHblil. Ckopo Banmeo monouren
K TOMy Mecty, rae Akxeia mnoBepHyJ o6paTHo M 3anyTana cjaen. Tyt
Bangeo cen ma semuso, Jonro Kalwisil U Bopuad, MOTOM CTaj phiC-
KaTb BOKpYT, cTapasicb CHOBa HalacTh Ha cle[, a B 3TO BpeMsl Te,
KoTopble HabJaoojanud 3a HUM, OblIMH TakK OJH3KO, 4TO OH Mor Ghbl
nonacte B HHX KamHeM. Hu onuH 3Bepb ne MoxeT nBHUraThesl Tak
TUXO0, KaK BOJIK, KOorja OH He xouer, 4ToObl ero ciasllianu, a Mayray,
XOTH BOJIKH CUHTAJH ero OYeHb HEYKJIOXHM, TOXEe yMes MOosiBJAATbCS
W Hcue3aTh, KaK TeHb. OHH OKPYXHJIM CTapuKa KOJbLOM, Kak cras
nenbQUHOB OKpYXKaeT [1apoXoji Ha TNOJHOM XOAy, M pas3roBapH-
BaJ/lM, He CTeCHSIsiCb, NMOTOMY 4YTO HX pedb HauYHHaeTcsl HUXKe caMoH
HH3KOM HOTbl, KaKyl0 MOXeT YJOBUTb HENPUBEIYHOE  YeJioBeube
yxo. Ha papyrom KoHue psina HaXofuTCsl TOHYaHLIMH MHCK JeTydeH
MBIILIH, KOTOPOrO MHOrHe JIOAH He cJjblwat coBceM. C 3TOH HOTH
HauMHaeTcsl Pa3roBOp BceX MNTHL, JETYYMX MblIUed U HacCeKOMBIX.

— 370 Jnyulle BcAKOH apyrod oxortsl,— ckasan Cepuii Bpar,
Koraa DBanpeo Harsyicsi, mnbIXta H  4ro-To  pasrasubieas.— OH
NMOX0X Ha CBHHbIO, KoTopas 3abayiuiach B JUKYHMISIX Y  PEKH.
UTo oH roBoput?

BaJsineo cepauto 6opMoran urto-To.

Mayran o6bsicHUA:

— OH TOBOpHT, UYTO BOKPYl MeHs,, AOJIKHO ObITb, MJsicaja
uesasi ctasi BOJKOB. 'OBOPHT, 4YTO HHMKOIA@ B JKH3HM He BHIbIBAJ
Takoro cjena. 'OBOpHT, YTO OuYeHb ycTaJ.

— OH oTfoXHeT, MpeXjAe uYeM CHOBa OTbILET CcJea,— pas-
HOAYUIHO cKa3asna barupa, npomosnxasi urpy B MpsATKH H  TNpO-
KpaablBasicb 32 CTBOJIOM JepeBa.

— A Tenepb 4to nenaer 3ToT yGoruii?

— Cobupaercs ectb HIM nyckath AbM H30 pra. Jlioou Bceraa
4TO-HHOY/Ab JesaloT PTOM,-— cKasdasa Mayrau.

MoanyanuBble cnefONbITH yBHAENH, KaK CTapHK Habua TpyoOKy,
3axer M cran Kyputb. OHH MNoOCTapasiiChb XOpOULIEHbKO 3aMOMHHUTb
3anax Ta6aka, 4to6bl ToTOM Yy3HaTh banpgeo paxe B camylo
TEMHYIO HOUb.

[Torom no Tpone mnpouliM Yro/fbIUHKH H, KOHEUHO, OCTAaHOBHJIHCb
no6onrate ¢ DBanpgeo, KoTopbii cuMTascs  NMEPBbIM  OXOTHHKOM
B 3THX MecTax. Bce oHH ycenuch B KPyXOK H 3aKypuau, a barupa
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H OcTaslbHble NMOAOLIJIM NMOGJMXKe U CMOTPeJH Ha HHUX, Noka BaJjneo pac-
CKasplBaJl C Hawana M [0 KOHLA, ¢ npu6GaBlIeHHSIMH U BbIAYMKAaMH,
BCIO HcTOpHio Mayrau, Manbuuka-o6oporhsi. Kak on, bBangeo, y6ua
Ilep-Xana u kak Mayrau o6epHyJCs BOJKOM M Jpajcs C HHM
Lesbil leHb, @ MOTOM CHOBA INpeBpaTH/ICA B MaJjibiHKa M OKOJIAOBAJ
pyxbe Dbanpmeo, Tak 4TO, Korma oH npulenuics B Mayrau, nyas
CBepHy/lla B CTOpPOHY M y6una ojaHoro H3 OyiiBosoB bangeo; v Kak
IepeBHs1 mnocnaja baapeo, camoro xpa6poro oxorHWka B CHOHMI-
CKHX ropaX, y6utb BoJKa-oG6opoTHsi. A Meccya ¢ MyXeMm, pomH-
TeJH OOOpPOTHS, CHASIT MOA 3aMKOM, B COOGCTBEHHOH XMXKHHE, H CKOpO
X Ha4yHyT NbITaTh, AJsS TOrO 4YTOGH OHM CO3HAJNHChb B KOJIIOBCTBE,
a MOTOM COXTYT Ha KOCTpe.

— Korna?— cnpocusnu  yrosbliukH, KOTOPHIM TOXe OYeHb XO-
TeJoCh NMOCMOTPETh Ha 3Ty LepEMOHHUIO.

Banpeo ckasan, uYTo [0 €ro BoO3BpallleHHs] HHYEro He CTaHYT
jenatb: B JepeBHe XOTSIT, 4ToGbl OH cHayaja YOuJl JIECHOTO Mallb-
unka. Ilocne Toro onu pacnpassircsi ¢ Meccyed U C ee MyXeM U
NOAeNAT MexAy cobol ux 3emaio u GyHBOJIOB.

A GyiiBonbr y Myxa Meccyd, KCTaTH cKas3aTb, OYeHb XOPOLIH.
BenbM u  kongyHoB Bcero Jaydiie y6GuBaTh, TroBopus banmeo, a
Takue JIIOIH, KoTopble OepyT B INpHEMBIIIH BOJIKOB-O0OOpPOTHeH U3
Jlecy, H ecTb caMble 3Jible KOJIAYHHI.

Yroapiiuky  60s1371MBO  O3HpajHch MO CcTOpoHaM, 6aaropaps
cyabby 3a To, 4TO He BHMJAalH OGOPOTHS; OJHAKO OHH HEe COMHe-
Ba/JHCh, 4YTOo TakoH Xxpabpen, kak bangeo, pa3sbiller 060POTHS
ckopee BcsiKoro apyroro. CoJiHIE CHNYCTHIOCh YXKe JIOBOJNbHO HH3-
KO, H YrOJblUMKH pelWIH HATH B Ty AepeBHIO, rae xua baageo,
NoCMOTpeTb Ha BeAbMY H KoJAyHa. bajpmeo ckasas, u4To, KOHEYHO,
OH 00513aH 3aCTpe/NUTb MajbyMKa-oGOpOTHS, ONHAKO OH H JAyMaTb
He Xo4eT O TOM, 4TOGbl G6Ge30py)XHble JIIOAM LIIH OJHH uepe3
IDKYHTJIH, TAe BOJK-OG0POTEHb MOXeT MNOBCTpedyaTbCd MM KaX-
ayro MHHyTY. OH caM HX NpPOBOJAMT, M €CIH CbiH KOJLYHbH BCTpe-
THTCSI MM, OHHM YBUAAT, Kak TNepBblH 3MeUIHHH OXOTHHK C HHM
pacnpaBuTcsl. JKpew nmain emy TakoH amyJieT NpPOTHB OOOPOTHS,
4yro GOSITbCSI Hedvero.

— UYro oun rosopur? Uro oH rosopur? UTo OH TroBOpHTP—
TO M Jeso CrpalluBaji BOJKH.

A Mayriu o6bsicHSIJ, MoKa AeJo He AOULIO [0 KOJAYHOB, 4TO
6blIo A/ HEro He COBCEM IOHSITHO, H TOTAA OH CKa3alj, 4T0 MyX-
YHHa H JKEHIUHHa, KoTopble ObLIM TaK jo6pbl K HeMy, NofiManb B
JIOBYLIKY.

— Pasge soau noesit aoneii?— cnpocun Cepeiit Bpar.

— Tak on rosoput. §l uro-ro He mnoHumalo. Bce oHH, ROMXKHO
6bITb, npocto B36ecuiuch. 3aueM MNOHAaAOOUJIOCH ca)kaTb B JIOBYIL-
Ky Meccyio ¢ MyXeM M uTo y HHX of6liero co MHoi? M k uemy
Becb 3TOT pasroBop o Kpachwom lIBerke? Hano nomymatb. Uro 6nl
OHM HM coOHpanuch fenaTb ¢ Meccyell, OHM HHMYero He Ha4HyT, MOKa
Banneo ne BepHercs. Tak, 3Hauutr...— M Mayran ray6oko 3any-
MaJicsl, MOCTYKHBAS NMaJjibliaMu N0 PYKOSITKE OXOTHHYbETO HOXKa.
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A DBanneo W yroJblWHKH Xpabpo INyCTHJAHCh B MyTb, MNpsiuach
ONlUH 33 ApYrUM.

— $ celluac xe MAy K uejioBeYbeH CTae,— CKasajl HaKOHell
Mayrau.

— A s3tu?— cnpocuan Cephii Bpar, XamgHo rasiasi Ha CcMyTJible
CTMHHBl YTOJbIIUKOB.

— Ilposomute ux ¢ necHell,— cka3an Mayrin yXMbUISISICb.—
51 He Xouy, 4T06 OHH OblIM y [epeBEHCKHX BOPOT paHblle TeMHOTHI.
Moxere BH 3afiepKaTtb HX?

Cepnlii BpaT npeHe6GpeXXHTesIbHO OCKaJHal GeJible 3yObl:

— Mbl mMoxeM 6e3 KOHLA BOAMTb HX KPyroM, BCé KpPyrom, Kak
KO3 Ha npussiau!

— 3roro MHe He HyXxHO. CrofiTe UM HEMHOXKO, YTOOBLI OHH He
ckydanu poporoii. [lyckali mecHst 6ynet M He oueHb Becesnasi, Cepblif
Bpar. Tel Toxe uau ¢ Humu, Barupa, u nomnesail um. A koraa
HacTaHeT Houb, BCTpeuaiite MeHs y gepesrd — Cepnii  Bpar
3HaeT MecTo.

— Henerkas 310 pabora — GbITb 3aroHIUHKOM [Js1 [eTeHbILIa.
Korpa e s Beicnyioch?— cka3dana barupa 3eBasi, xord no raa-
3aM OblIO BHAHO, KaK oHa paja Takoid 3abase.— § nmonxHa nerb
IJ151 KakuX-To roasiteiil! Yro x, nonpobyem!

[Tantepa Haruy/ja rosioBy, 4toGbl ee rojoc pasHeccss IO BCEMY
Jecy, H pasgajocbh INpOTsiXKHoe-NpoTsixkHoe «Jlo6poi OxoThl!» —
MOJIyHOYHBIH 30B cpeid G6esoro [Hsi, AOBOJbLHO CTpPalIHBIH AJIfA
Havasa. Mayriu nocaywajd, Kak 3TOT 30B MPOKaTHJCA MO HXKYHT-
JIiM, TO YCHJHBasicb, TO 3aTHXasl, H 3aMep TAe-TO Y Hero 3a CHHHOH
Ha caMoH TOCKIHBOH HOTe, M YyJaBOHyJcs, npoberass necoMm. OH
BHIEJ, KaK YrOJbIUHKH COMJIMCb B Ky4yKy, KakK 3aipoxaJjo pyXKbe
craporo bangeo, cnoBHo 6aHaHoBHIH JjHcT Ha BeTpy. IloTrom Cepbiit
Bpar mnposbui: «HMa-na-xu! Ha-na-xu!» — OXOTHHUHE K/IHY, KOTO-
putit paspaercsi, koraa CTasi TOHHT nepej coOOH HHJbray — GOJbLIYIO
cepyio aHTHJIONy.

ITOT KJHY, Kasajoch, Ilell CO BceX KOHUOB Jeca pasoM H
cabilialcs Bce OgaHXKe W OJiMXKe, NMOKa HaKoHel, He obopBaJjcs ps-
IoM, coBceM OGaH3KO, Ha camoil rnpon3uTenabHoit HoTe. OcranbHble
Tpoe BOJKOB MOJAXBATHAH €ro, Tak 4YTo Aa)xe Mayram mor Ol no-
KasicTbesi, 4to Besi CTasi TOHMT aMub MO ropsideMy ciaeny. A nortom
BCe YETBepO 3amnetd uYynecHylo yTpenHiolo Ilechio [IXkyuryedt, co
BCEMH TpeJsIMH, MNepejMBaMH M MepexofaMH, KakKHe yMeeT BbIBOJHMTb
MOLILHAs BOJYbSl IJIOTKA.

Hukakoll nepeckas He MoXeT NepefaTb HH BreyaTJeHHe OT 3TOH
MecHH, HH HAcMelIKy, KaKyl0 BJIOXHJIH BOJKH B KaXJIyl0 HOTY,
yCJbllaB, KakK 3aTpellajid Cy4bs, KOrha YrOJIbLIMKH OT cTpaxa
noJjesju Ha Jepesbsi, a DBangeo Hauaj 6GopMoTaTb 3aroBOpbl M 3a-
kauHaHua. [loToM BOJIKH yJleriicb M 3acHyJH, [OTOMY 4YTO BeJH
npaBUbHBIA 06pa3 »KH3HH, KaK M BCe, KTO XHBET COGCTBEHHBIM
TPYAOM: He BBHICMABIUHCh, HeJb3sl paboTaTh KaK cllellyer.
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Tem Bpemenem Mayriu oTMaxuBaj MU0 32 MuJed, nenasi Mo
IeBsTH MHJb B 4Yac, M paloBalicsl, YTO HHMCKOJBbKO He ociiaben mnocie
CTOJIbKMX MecsilleB KH3HM cpend JiogeH. ¥ Hero ocranacb OfHa
TOJIbKO MBIC/Ab: BbLIPYUHTb Meccylo ¢ MyXKeM H3 3anajiHH, KakoBa
6bl oHa HM OHlla,— OH onacaJjcsi BCSKHX JoByllek. [locne 3Ttoro,
obewan cebe Mayriud, OH pacniaTHTcd H CcO BCeH o0CTaslbHOM
llepeBHel.

CnycTHJINCh YyXKe CYMepKM, KOrjla OH YBHIeJl 3HaKoMoe IacT-
6ulle W nepeBo AXakK, Mox KortopbiM oxupani ero Cepsoiii Bpar B TO
yTpo, kKorma Mayran y6un Ulep-Xana. Kak HuH 6b1 OH 3041 Ha
BCceX JofeH, Bce e MpH NepBOM B2rJsile Ha JepeBeHCKHe KPOBJH
y Hero nepexBaTHJO awbixaHhe. OH 3aMeTHJ, YTO BCe BEPHYJHCb C
noJisi paHblle BpeMeHH M, BMECTO TOro 4TOObl B3SITbCS 33 BeUEpHIO0
CTPAINHIO, co6panuch TOMNOH NOJ JepeBEHCKOH CMOKOBHHLEH, OTKyAa
CblIaJHCh FOBOP H KPHK.

— Jlionsim HenpemMeHHO Hano pacCTaBAsITh JOBYUIKH IJs JIPYrHX
mopaed, a 6e3 3Toro OHU BCé OyNyT HeNOBOJbHbI,— cKa3aa Mayr-
Ji.— [IBe HouM Ha3zan OHM JoBuM Mayrid, a celiuac MHe KaxeT-
cfl, uYTO 3Ta HOYb Oblla MHOro noxjeh Haszan. CeromgHs uyepen
Meccyn ¢ MmyxeMm. A 3aBrpa, H nocie3aBTpa, U Ha MHOro Houei
nocjie TOro ONfITb HacTaHeT Yepen Mayriu.

On nponon3 mox orpanod H, pob6paBliMch A0 XHXKHHB Meccyy,
3arisiHynl B OkHO. B kKomHaTe nexana Meccya, cBsi3aHHas 10O py-
KaM M HoraM, W CTOHasla, TS)KeJo Jbllla; ee MyX Obll NpHBSi3aH
pPeMHAIMK K MecTPO packpalleHHOH KpoBaTH. JlBepb XMIKMHBI, BbHIXO-
oMBlUIasi Ha yJauuy, Oblla MJOTHO MNpHUNepTa, H Tpoe HJAH YeTBepo
JIOJleR CHAeNH, NPUCIOHHBILKUCL K Hel CIHHOM.

Mayran odeHb XOpollo 3Han Hpasbl H o6biuau nepeBHy. OH
cooOpa3nJj, uyto MNoKa JIOAM efAsiT, Kypsit H pa3roBapuBaloT, HHYEro
ApYroro OHH [ejlaTh He CTaHyT; HO Ioc/Je TOro, Kak OHH TOeHST,
HX HyXHO ocreperatbcsi. Ckopo Bephercsi u banpmeo, H, eciu ero
NPOBOXKaThle XOPOLIO COCHAYXHJH CBOIO cayx6y, emy OyAer O 4eM
nopaccka3aTb. MaJibuliK BJe3 B OKHO H, HarHyBIUHCb Hal MYXK4YHHOH
H (KeHIHHOH, pa3pe3as CBAI3bIBABIIHE HX pPEMHH, BBIHYJ 3aThlYKH
M30 pTa M MOHCKAaJ, HeT JIH B XHXKHHE MOJIOKA.

— §l 3Hana, A 3Hana, uyro oW mnpuaer! — 3apbigana Meccya.—
Tenepp s 3Hao HaBepHsika, uto oH Mot chiH! — M oHa npuxana
Mayrau K rpynu.

o 3Toit MuHHYThi Mayriu Obll COBEpIUEHHO CIIOKOEH, HO TYT OH
BeCb 3a[poxKall, 4eMy M caM HEeCcKa3aHHO yJAHBHJCS.

— Jlas 4ero sTH peMHu? 3a 4TO OHH CBsidaju TeOsi?— CIPOCHJ
OH, NMOMOJIYaB.

— B Hakasanue 3a TO, YTO MBI NpHHAAM Tebs1 B CHIHOBbS, 32
4TO0 XKe ewle?— cka3an Myx cepauto.— I[locmoTpn — A Bech B
KPOBH.

Meccya Hu4ero He ckasana, HO Mayrau B3IVIsIHYJ Ha ee DaHH,
H OHHU yCJIBILIAJIH, KaK OH CKpHITHYJ 3yGaMH...

— UYpe 310 neno?— cnpocus oH.— 3a 370 OHH nomjarsarcs!

— 970 peno Bcell aepeBHd. MeHsi cyutanu GorayoMm. Y McCHA
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6Golyio MHOTO cKOTa. 1loToMy Mbl ¢ HeH KOJAYHBI, YTO NPHIOTHIAM Tebs.

— $1 ne nonumarto! I[lycerb pacckaxer Meccya.

— §1 kopmuna Te6si mosokom, Harxy, Th NOMHHIB?-— DOOKO
crnpocusnia Meccya.— [loToMy 41O Tbi MOH CbIH, KOTOPOTO YHEC THUIp,
H TOTOMY 4TO 51 Kpenko TeGsi mo6a10. OHM TOBODAT, UTO f TBOA
MaTh, MaTb OGOPOTHS, U 33 3TO JIOJIXKHA yMepeTh.

— A uro Takoe obopoTenb?-— cnpocuai  Mayrau.— CmepTs 5
yXe BUJeN.

My:K yrpiomMo B3rJIsHYJd Ha Hero Mcnoanobbsi, Ho Meccya 3a-
cMesiach.

—— Buagnmp?— ckazana ona myxky.— fl 3Hana, s TebGe roBopH-
Ja, yto oH He koanyH. OH Me# CofH, MOH chiH!

— CblH MJIH KOJAYH — Kakasi HAM OT 3TOTO MOJb3a?—- OTBevad
MyX.— Tenmepb MBI ¢ TOOOH BCe ParHO GTO YMEPJH.

— BoH Tam wupmer sopora uepe3 [KYHIVIM,— Nokaszan Mavrin
B OKHO.— PYKHM u HOrM y Bac palBsidalnl. ¥YXOAHTe.

— Mbl He 3HaeM [XKyHuraeM, ChiH MOH, Tak, KaK... KaK Thl HX
3HaelWb,— Hauyaja Meccya.— Mue e ViiTH najeko.

— A JoaM nOroHsITCSl 32 HaME 4 ONsATh MNpPUBEAYT HAaC Clo-
Jla,— CKa3all ee MyX.

— I'm! — cka3zan Mayran, BoAd KOHUMKOM OXOTHHUbETO HOMXKA
no cBoell jnapoHu.— Iloka uro s1 He Xxouy 3Ja HUKOMY B 3TOH jle-
peBHe. He nymaio, omnako, uro tehHsa ocrarcBiT. Ellle HEMHOro Bpe-
MeHM — W y HHX Haimercs ¢ ueM noaymatb. Aral — GH  nonsa
roJIoBY WM NpHCAyllajscss K KpHXaMm ¥ Gerotse 3a ABepsMu.— Hako-
Hel-TO OHY oTilycTHAM Bangeo 1omofi!

— Ero nocnanu ytpom yGuThb Te6f,— ckasana Meccya.— Pasae
Tbl €r0 He BCTPEeTHJ?

— Ha, wmbl... s BcTperun ero. EMy ecrb 0O 4eMm pacckasarhb
A noka o# pasroBapuBaer, MCXKHO clenaTb oO4YeHb WHoro. Hc
cHauana Hajao y3HaTh, 4ero oHu xorsaT. IloaymaiiTe, Kyna Bam Jayulie
yHATH, W cKaXeTe MHe, KOrla s BepPHYCb.

OH mnpeITHYN B OKHO H onsiTL nofexaln, npsdach MOL ACPEBCH-
CKOH cTeHOH, MNoka emy He cTaj CJabllled ToBOp TOJMNb, cofpas-
Liedcsi MOJ CMOKOBHUHLIEH.

Bangeo kaulisimi W CcTOHaJ, JleéXxa Ha 3emlie, a BCe OCTalbHbie
o6CcTyNnHIM ero W paccnpalineami. Boidockl y Hero pacTpenasychb,
PYKH H HOru oH o6ojpaJ, BJc3asi Ha JAepeBO, H elBa MOr TOBOPHTb,
3aTO OTJHMYHO T[OHMMAJ BCIO 3HAYKTENbHOCTb CBOErO TOJIOXEHHs .
Bpemss oT BpeMeHM OH HauHHajg TIOBOPUTH UYTO-TO O MOIOLIMX uep-
151X, OOOPOTHSIX M KOJJAOBCTBE TOAsKO JJIST TOrO, 4TOOB pasnpasHUTh
JOGOIILITCTBO H HAaMEKHYTh ToJine, O 4eM OH OylerT paccKasbiBaTb.
[ToToM OH moirpocusl BOAH.

— Tak! — ckazaa Mayrau.—- Cnosa u caosa! Opsa 6caTOBHA!
Jlionu — kpoBHbie Gpatbsi oGesbsHam. .Cuavuana oH Oyper noJjoc-
KaTb pOT BOAOH, NOTOM KYpPHTb, A YiIpaBHBIIMCb CO BCEM 3TiM, OH
sayHer pacckaswiBath. Hy u nypaube sty gmioan! OHM He mnoctaBsaT
HHKOro cTepeub Meccylo, noka Duaneo 3a6uBaer UM YWH CBOUMH
pacckaszaMu. M 51 cranoBgioch TakuM rKe JieHTsiem!
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OH BCTPSIXHYJICSL M IIPOCKOJbL3HYJN 06paTHO K XHXHHe. OH Obln
yXe INOI OKHOM, KOT[a I[1OYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO KTO-TO JIH3HYJ €My HOry.

— Martb,— cKa3anl oH, y3HnaB Bouauuuy,— 4yto 3gecb gena-
eulb Th?

— §1 ycablmana, Kak MoM [eTH MOKT B Jecy, M Nollja 3a TeM,
Koro Ji06.10 Goablle BceX. JIATyIIOHOK, I XO4y BHIAETb XKEHLLUHY,
KoTOpasi KopMuJaa Tebsi MOJIOKOM,— ckKa3aja Marbs Boauuna, Bcs
MOKpasl OT pOCHI.

— Ee cBsizanun u xoraAt y6urtb. $1 paspesas peMHH, H OHa cC
MyXKeM YHAeT depe3 JKYHIVIH.

— 51 Toxe nposoxy ux. $ crapa, Ho elle He coBceM Oe33y-
6a.— Marb Boauuna crana Ha 3aaHMe Janbl B 3aryisiHyJa yepes
OKHO B TEMHYIO XHXXHHY.

Ilorom ona GecllyMHO OMyCTHJIach Ha Bce ueThipe Jambl H CKa-
3ajia TOJbKO:

— 41 nepBasi Kopmusia TebGsi MOJIOKOM, HO Barupa ropopuT npasny:
qeJoBeK B KOHLe KOHLOB YXOIHMT K YeJOBEKY.

— Moxer 6biTh,— cKa3zaq MayriH oO4eHb MpayHO,— TOJIBKO
s cefiuac pajek OT 3Toro nyTH. IlomoXaM 3jaech, HO He TOKa3bl-
Baiica el.

— Tol Hukorna MeHsi He Gosiyics, Jlsarywonok,— cka3ana Marb
Bonuuua, orctynasi Ha war M nponajasi B BbICOKOH TpaBe, YTO OHa
OTJIHYHO yMmesa [esaTb.

— A Tenepb,— Becesio cKazan Mayrau, CHOBa TIIpHITHYB B
OKHO,— Bce cobpanucbh BOKpyr baaneo, H OH pacckasbiBaeT To, Y€ro
He Obu1o. A Korna OH KOHYMT, OHH HENpeMeHHO MNpHAYT ciofa ¢
KpacHbIM... ¢ oraeM u coXxryt Bac ob6oux. Kak xe 6biTb?

— MBI TNOTOBOPHJIM € My»XeM,— cKa3ala Meccya. — Kanxusapa
B TpHALATH MHAsAX oTciona. Ecau Mmel gobepeMcsi TyAa CErOAHS, Mbl
ocraHeMcst »xKMBbl. Eciin HeT — ympem.

— Bbr ocranetech xuBbl. HH omuH 4YesoBeK He BHIHAET cerogus
u3 Bopotr. Ho 4ro 310 OH menaer?

Myx Meccya, cTosi Ha deTBepeHbKax, KonaJ 3eMyi0 B Yray
XHKHHBI.

— Tam y Hero menbru,— ckazana Meccya.— BoJiblie Mbl HHYETO
He MOXeM B3sITb ¢ co60#.

— Ax pa! 3To To, 4TO mepexoAMT H3 PYK B PYyKH H He CTaHO-
BUTCA Temneil. Pa3Be oHo ObiBaeT Hy»HO H B APYTHX MecTax?

Myx cepauTO orasiyJcs.

— Kako#i on o6oporenb? O 1pocto aypak! — nposopuaj OH.—
Ha 311 penbru st Mory Kynutb Joiiafib. Mbl Tak H36MTH, 4TO He yHiaeM
JlajleKo, a JepeBHs MOTOHUTCA 32 HaMH.

— ToBopio BaMm, 4TO He NOroOHHTCS, s 3TOrO He NO3BOJIO, HO
Jollajb — 3TO XOpollo, NoToMy uTo Meccya ycTana.

Ee myx Bcran, 3aBsisbiBasi B MOSIC MOCJEAHIOI pymHio. Mayrau
nomor Meccye BbIGpaTbcsi B OKHO, H MpOXJaJHbli HOYHOH BO3AYX
0XHBHA ee. Ho JXKyHriu npu cBeTe 3Be3] [MOKasajHch €d oyeHb
TEMHBIMH M CTpPallHbIMH.

— Bur 3Haete nopory B Kanxuapy?— npoienran Mayrau.
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— Xopotuo. ITomuure ke, uro Gositbcsi Heuero. M rtoponutbes
TOXe He Hafo. TOJBKO... TOJIbKO B JXKYHIVIIX MO3aAM BaC M BIepeaH
Bac Bbl, OBITb MOXKET, YCJbILIUTE MEeHHe.

— Heyxenun T aymaews, 4To Mbl NocMeJqd Obl YHTH HOUBIO
B JKYHIVIM, ecqd Obl He OGOSIMCh, UTO HAac coxryr? Jlyuine O6bITb
pacTtep3aHHbIM  3BepsMH, 4YeM YOHTBIM JIIOIbMH,— CKa3aJd MYyX
Meccyn.

Ho cama Meccya nocMorpena Ha Mayriu u yJablGHyJach.

— ToBopio BaM,— npoposkaja MayriH, CJI0OBHO OH Gbl1 MeaBelb
Bany v B coThlifi pa3 TBepAMJ HeBHUMAaTe/NbHOMY BOJIYOHKY JApPeBHHH
3akoH JIkyHrJyefl,— roBopio BaMm, UTO HH OJHH 3y06 B MXKYHIJSAX He
0OHaXHUTCA INPOTHB BAac, HU OJHA Jama B JUKYHMJAX He IOAHH-
MercA Ha Bac. Hu uesoBek, HH 3Bepb He OCTAHOBHT Bac, IOKa Bl
He 3aBuaute Kauxusapy. Bac 6Gyayt oxpauats.— OH G6bICTPO MO-
BepHyJca K Meccye, roBopsi:— Myx TBOH He BEpUT MHe, HO Thl
MOBEpPHILbL?

— Jla, KoHeuHo, cbiH MoMH. YenoBeKk /M Thl HJIM BOJIK M3 JKYHIJIEH,
HO A1 TeGe Beplo.

— OH wucnyraercsi, Korga YycJbILIMT [€HMe Moero Hapoja. A Tel
y3Haelwlb U Bce noiiMews. CrynaliTe e M He TOPOMNHUTeCh, MOTOMY
YTO CHELUUTb HET HyXKJpl: BOPOTa 3anepThl.

Meccya 6pocusacbh, peigasi, K Horam Mayrai, HO OH OBICTPO
MOJHAJ ee, BeCh [poxa. Torga oHa MOBHC/a Yy Hero Ha Iuee, Ha3biBas
€ro BCeMM JIaCKOBHIMM HMEHaMM, KaKHe TOJbKO el BCINOMHHJINCH.
OHd nowny, Hanpaeiassicb K JUKyHMJsM, H Marb Bosuuma BblcKo-
4yuJia M3 CBOeH 3acajbl.

— IlpoBomgn wux! — ckaszan Mayrim.— U cmorpH, uro6bl Bee
JUKYHTJIH 3HaJM, UTO MX Heab3s Ttporatb. Ilomalt rosnoc, a a1 mno-
3oBy bBarupy.

Tayxo#i, nporsikHbli BOH pasnajcs W 3amep, H Mayran ysuped,
KaK MyX Meccyd B3APOTHYJ ¥ NMOBEpPHYJICH, FOTOBbIH 6exXaTb 06paTHO
K XM2KHHe.

— HWumn, unu! — obonpsiotle KpukHyn Mayram.— §I ke ckasad,
uto BHl ycawliuuTe necHio. OHa Bac npoBogMT no camoii KaHxuBa-
pbl. dto Musocts I XKyHreH.

Meccya noaToJIKHYJa CBOEro My»Ka BIepel, M ThMa CIyCTHJAChH
Haj HMMM M Boauuueil, kak Bapyr Darupa BbickouMsia uyTb JIH He
u3-nox Hor Mayriu.

— MHe cThiIHO 3a TBOMX OpaTbeB! — ckasana OHa MypJablua.

— Kak? Passe onu njoxo neau jas bBangeo?— crnpocua
Mayrau.

— Cavwkom xopowo! Caumkom! OHM fa)ke MeHsl 3acCTaBHJIH
3a6biTh BCAKYIO TOpPAOCTb, M, KJSAAHYChb CJOMaHHBIM 3aMKOM, KOTOPGHIH
ocBo6oAMJ MeHs, 51 6erasa mo MAXKYHIJIAM M meJia, CJIOBHO BeCHOM.
PasBe TH Hac He cabllian?

— Y wmeHs Gbuio apyroe geqo. Cnpocu syuine bBanpgeo, nonpasu-
Jace Ju emy necHsi. Ho rme ke Bca uerBepka? $I xouy, uToGbl HH
OJMH M3 YesoBeubeH cTau He BHILIEJ] CEroJHA 3a BOpPOTa.
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-—— 3auem ke Tebe ucTBepka?— ckasasa barupa. msasi Ha Hero
ropsiliMMH rjia3aMH, OHa NepeMHHaJ/lacb C HOTH Ha HOTy M MypJblKana
Bce rpomue.— §I Mory 3agepxarb ux, Manenbkuit bpar. 1o nenue
U JIIOAH, KOTOpble Jle3JM Ha JepeBbsl, pa33ajopujd MeHs. 1 rHamach
38 HUMHM LeJbli JeHb — NpPH CBeTe COJIHLE, B TMOJYIEHHYIO TOpY.
$1 crepersa ux, Kak BOJIKH cTeperyT oJgeneii. $1 Darupa, Barupa,
Barupa! § nasicana ¢ HUMH, Kak mIALy co cBoel TeHblo. CMorTpu!

¥l Gosblias mnaHTepa MOANPLITHYJA, KaK KOTEHOK, W MNoOr#afach
3a najalolldM JIHCTOM, OHa OHJa N0 BO3LYXYy JanaMH TO BIOPaBO,
TO BJIEBO, H BO3AYX CBKCTeJ [OJ ee yjaapamH, norom OeculyMHO
crajla Ha BCe deTblpe Jamlki, ONATb [OANPbITHYJAa BBEpPX, H OISiTh,
H ONATb, H ee MypJolKaHbe M BOpUYaHbe CTAHOBHJIOCH BCE TpPOMYC
# I'poMue, KaK NeHHe Napa B 3aKHMALIEM KOTJe.

— $1 barwpa — cpeau pmxXyHried, cpean Houu! —H MOA CHAD
Best co MHO{! KrTo BbiaepKuT MoOH HaTuck? JlCTCHDLIL, OIIMM yAapom
Janul s Morsja Obl pa3mo3XuTb TeGe rosoBy, W OHa crajga 6ol
INIOCKOH, Kak [oXJiasi JAryuka Jjetxell nopoii!

— Uro xk, ynapw! — ckazan Mayrin Ha si3blKe JOEPeBHH, & He
Ha f3blke JOKYHrJed.

¥l vesoBeubn cioBa paszom ocraHoBUH barupy. Ona ornpsiny-
Ja HasaJl M, BCs JApoXKa, MpucesJa Ha 3ajlHHe Janbl, TaK UuTO ee
rojloBa OYyTHJAach Ha ONHOM YypoBHe ¢ ronosoii Mayran. M onate
Mayrau cras cMOTpeTb, KaK CMOTpesl Ha HEMOKOPHBIX BOJYat, 0ps-
MO B 3eJieHble, KaK M3yMpyi, ryia3a, Moka B ruyGHHe 3esleHhiX 3pad-
KOB He Norac KpacHoli OroHb, Kak racHeT OroHb Ha Masike, NOka
naHTepa He oTBeJa B3rJjsfja. Ee rojoBa onyckanach BCe HHXKC H
IMXKe, W HaKOHellL KpacHasi TepKa s3blka Lapaniyna Hory Mayriu.

— Darupa, barupa, barupa! — wenrtan MajspuMK, HacTOHUHMBO
M JIerKo MOIVIaXXMBasl IIel0 H JIPOKallylo CHHHY.— YCNoKo#cs, ycno-
Kobcsa! DTo HOYb BHHOBATa, a BOBCe He Thi!

— IJTo Bce HOYHble 3anaxd,— ckasaja Darupa, npuxomss B
ce6a.— Bosayx cjoBHO 30Betr meHsi. Ho orkyaa Thl 3TO 3Haelllb?

Bo3ayx BoKpyr MHAMI{ICKOH JepeBHH NMOJIOH BCAKMX 3amnaxoB, a Js
3Beps, KOTOpBIH MNPUBBIK 4YY$iTh M AyMaTb HOCOM, 3allaxu 3Hauat
TO K€, UTO MY3blKa WJIM BHHO AJIA YeJIOBEKa.

Mayrag elle HECKOJBKO MHMHYT YCMOKauBaJ TaHTEPy, M HaKOHel
OHa yJierjacb, Kak KoLIKa Mepel OTHEM, CJOXMB Janbl NMOA TPYAbIO
W [0JIy3aKpbIB IJ1a3a.

-— Tuf Hawl W He Hall, U3 IXKYHIVISH W He M3 JOKYHrJel,— cka-
3asa oHa Haxouel.— A si ToJabKO ‘lepHasi naurtepa. Ho s snodao
tebs, Madgeubknit Bpar.

— OHH 4TO-TO [0JT0 pa3rOBApHBAKOT MO ACPEBOM,— CKasas
Mayrnu, He ofpallias BHHMaHus Ha ee MocjefHue cjoBa.— baJ-
Jeo, H0J:KHO OblTh, pacckazas uMm He oxny ucropuw. OHH ckope
OPHUAYT 32 TeM, 4TOOBl BHITALUHTL 3Ty KEHHIMHY C MYyXKeM H3 Jo-
Bymixd W Gpocutb ux B Kpacuwit ilerok. 11 yBuasir, 4To JoBylluKa
onyciesa. Xo-xo!

— Her, nocnywaii,— ckazana DBarupa.— [lyckalt onn mafinyt
1aM MeHsi! HemHorue nocmeloT BHIHTH U3 [AOMY, NOCJAE TOro Kak
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yBuIAT MeHd. He nepBbii pa3 MHe culeTb B KJIeTKe, H BpAlL JH
MM yJdacTCsl CBS3aTb MEHS BCPEBKAMH.

-— Hy, rak 6yabp ymuuuei! — ckaszan Mayram cmesice.

A nanTtepa yxe npoxpanach B XHXKHHY.

— Dpp! — npuHioxanace bBarupa.— 3pech naxHeT 4eNOBEKOM,
HO KpOBaTb KaK pa3 Takas, Ha KakoH f Jexaja B KHFAXKeCKOM
3BepuHlle B Ynaiinype. A tenepb s asry!

Mayrsin yenbllllagl, Kak 3ackpMiiesa BepeBOYHAsi ceTKa [OA TH-
JKeCTbIO KPYMHOTO 3Bepsi.

— Knsnych cioMaHHBIM 3aMKOM, KOTODHIH OCBOGOAMJI MEHsl, OHH
nogymaror, uto noimaju Baxuyw nruny! Tlomw csans psgom co
MHOH, MaJnenbkui bBpat, M Mp BMecTe mnoxenaem uM AcEpoi
0XOThl!

— Her, y meusa pnpyroe Ha ywme. YesjoBeubst crasi He J0J2KHA
3HaTb, YTO A TOXe yuacTBylo B 3ToH urpe. Oxorbest omHa. $1 me
XO4y HX BHIETb.

— Ilycrb 6yner Tak,— ckasana barupa.— Bot onu npyt!

Becepa moa CMOKOBHMIlEH Ha TOM KOHLUE JepeBHH CTaHOBHIACH
Bce Oosee wWyMmHOl. B 3akmioueHve nojaHsAJCA KDHK, H ToJna 1o
BaJWja no yJule, paiMaxusas AyOHHKamH, 6aMOyKOBBIMH NaviKa-
MM, CepnaMH H Hoxamu. Bnepean Bcex Oexasn basapmeo, o u oc-
TaJ/blible He OTCTaBaJ/M OT Hero, Kpvua:

— Kosnayna u xonpysbio cioga! Ilojoxrute Kpbiluy Haj ¥
ronoBoii! Mbl KM nokaxkeM KakK HSIHUMTbCcsi ¢ o6Gopothsimu! Her,
cHavasa nob6bem ux! Pakenos! [NoGonbue dakenon!

Tyt Bbioia HeGoJblllas 3aMHWHKa C ABepHOH wekoanod. [sepb
6blia 3anepTa o4YeHb Kpenko, HO Toina BbipBaia ILEKOJAY BOH, H
cBeT ¢akeJOB 3aJuJ KOMHAaTy, TAe, PacTAHYBWHCb BO BeCb pOCT
Ha KpOBaTH, CKPEeCTHB Jambl M CJIerka CBeCHB HX C OJHOTroO Kpasd,
yepHash W cTpaillnas, Jaexana barupa. MuHyra npoua 8 MOJUE-
HHMH, NOJHOM YXKaca, Korja nepeiHHe psAbl BCeMH CuJiaMM MpojH-
paiquch obpatHo Ha yauny. ¥ B 3ty munyry barupa 3esuyaa,
cTapaTejlbHO M BCeM HamNoKa3, Kak 3eBHysna Obl, »keniasg OCKOPOMTE
paBHoro cefe. ¥Ycarble ryObl TNPHOOAHSJINCH W PasABHUHYJHCh,
KpPacHbil A3BIK 3aBEpHYJICH, HMXKHAS UeJIOCTb oOBHCala BCEe HHAKE
M HIDKe, TaK UTO BHUIAHO OBIIO KApKyl0 TIJOTKY; OrPOMHble KJILIKH
BbIAEJNAJHCL B YepHOM TNpoBajde pra, NoKa He JA3THYJH Kak
CTajbHble 3aTBOpPH. B cueayiollylo MHHYTY yJadua onycteaa. ba-
rMpa BBICKOYHJA B OKHO W crana psigoM ¢ Mayrau. A nioan, obe-
3yMeB OT CTpPaxa, pBaJUCb B XHXXHHbBI, CHOTHIKasCL H TOJKafg Apyr
apyra.

-— OHH He IBHHYTCSH C Mecra J0 paccBeTa,— CIOKOHHO cKa3aJja
Barupa.— A Ttenepb 4TO?

Ka3sajioch, Ge3mosiBHe NOJYAEHHOrO CHa HaBHCJIO Hal AepeBHCH,
HO, ecld NpUCIylaTtbesi, ObUIO CJABILHO, KaK ABHTAIOT 1O 3eMJIsIHO-
My TOJIIO TSiKeJible SIIUMKH C 3epHOM, 3acTaBJjsis UMM ABepu. barupa
npaBa: 0 CaMOro yTpa B JepPeBHe HUKTO He LIeBebHeTCH.

Mayrau cujen HeROHUBHXHO M JAyMal, MW ero JIMLO CTaHOBHJOCH
BCE MpauHee.
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— Uro a1 Takoe cpenana?— ckasaja HakoHelw DBarupa, sackasch
K HEMY.

— Huuero, kpome xopoirero. [locrepern X Temepp 1O paccsera,
a A yCHy.

W Mayrau y6exan B Jec, MOBajJWJCA HAa KaMeHb H YCHYJ — OH
npocnan Becb Ji€Hb M BCIO HOUb.

Korga oH npocHyJcs, psiom ¢ HUM cujena barupa v y ero Hor Jne-
aJj TOJbKO 4TO YOUTHIH OJieHb.

barupa ¢ so6onbiTcTBOM cMOTpesia, Kak Mayrau pabotajl OXOTHH-
YbHM HOXOM, KakK OH eJl U IHJI, a NOTOM CHOBa yJercs, onepiluck nonbo-
POLKOM Ha pYKYy.

— XenunHa ¢ MyxuuHo#i pobGpanuck no KaHxuBapbl Lejbl H
HeBpeAMMBbl,— cKa3asa bBarupa.— TBofi MaTh mnpuciajna BeCTOUKY C
kopityHoM Yusnem. OHM Halliu Joilafp elle A0 MONYHOUH, B TOT XKe
Beuep, U yexasu oudeHb GpbicTpo. PazBe 310 He Xopollo?

— 3710 Xopollo,— cKkasaj Mayrau.

— A TBOs uesioBeubsl CTasi He MOLIEBEJbHYJIACh, IOKA COJIHLE He NOA-
HAJIOCh BBICOKO cerofusi yrpoM. OHM MPUroTOBHJIM cefe NoecTb, a MOTOM
ONnsATbL 3alepJiicb B CBOMX JAOMax.

— Ouu, mMoxer OblTb, yBUAENH TEOs?

— Moxet 6biTb. Ha paccBere st Katanach B NbJIK Nepefl BOPOTAMH
U, Kaxercs, naxe nena. Hy, ManeHbkuit Bbpat, Gosblile 31ech Heuero
ngenatb. Mpem Ha oxory co MHoil u ¢ Dany. OH Halllen HOBble yJIbH H
cobupaercs nokasatb uX Tefe, U Mbl BCE XOTHM, YTOOBI Thbl NO-CTapoMy
6bls1 ¢ HaMu... He cmoTpH Tak, s 6010ch TeOsi! MyXKUHHY C KeHILUHHOH He
6pocat B KpacHuiii LlBeToK, M Bce B JXKYHIVIAX OCTaeTcsl NO-CTapomy.
Passe 310 He npaBpa? 3abyaem npo YejoBeublo craio!

— [lIpo Hee 3a6yayt, u oueHb ckopo. ['ne Kopmutcss XaTxu HblHYE
HOUbIO?

— T'ne B3nymaercsi. Kto moXer 3HaTth, rae Tenepb MosuasuBbid?
A 3auem oH Te6e? UTo Takoro moxet caenatbh XaTxH, uero 6l HE MOIIM
caenaTtb Mbi?

— CkaxH, 4To6bl OH NpHlleN ClOfa KO MHE BMeCTe CO CBOMMH Tpe-
Msi CHIHOBbSIMH.

— Ho, npaBo ke, MaJsenbkuii Bpat, He roguTcsi npHKasblBaTh
XaTxu, uto6bl OH «mpuillea» uad «yien». He 3a6uiBaii, uto oH Xo3AMH
JKyHrJeii v uto oH HayuuJs Te6s 3aBeTHbiM CjyioBam [IXKyHriedl paHb-
lle, ueM 4YeJIOBeUbsl CTasi M3MeHWJa TBOEe JIMLO.

— 3To0 Huuero. ¥ MeHst Toxke ectb AJs Hero 3aBetHoe CioBo. CKaxy,
uto6bl OH MpHiles K JIaryulonky Mayriu, a eciii OH He Cpa3y paccibl-
IIMT, CKaXXy eMy, uToObl MpHlles] pajd BHITONTaHHbIX moJell bxapar-
nypa.

— «Panu BeiTonranubix noseit Bxaparnypa»,— nostopusa barupa
ABaXK/bl HJIM TPUKIB, 4yTOOB 3anoMuuTb.— May! Xartxu Tosabko pac-
cepauTcs ¥ OoJiblile HUYEro, a 1 ¢ PajoCTbio oTAasta 6bl J0OBYY LeJoro
Mecsilla Julib 6bl ycJblllaTh, Kakoe 3aBeTHoe CJIOBO MMeeT BJAcTh Hall
MousyanuBbIiM.

Ona ymna, a Mayriu ocrajcsi, B IpOCTH pPOsl 3€MJII0 OXOTHHUbHM
HOKoM. Mayriu HM pasy B KH3HH He BHIeN 4YesloBeubell KPOBH H —
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UTO 3HAUMJIO Ui Hero ropasjo Gosiblile — HU Pa3y He CJbIILIAJ ee 3anaxa
A0 TeX Mop, MOKa He MouysJ 3anax KPOBH Ha CBfI3bIBaBULIMX Meccyio
pemHsix. A Meccya 6buia no6pa K Hemy, U OH ee Jito6ui. Ho kKak HH 6bLIH
€MY HeHaBMCTHBI »XECTOKOCTb, TPYCOCTb M OGOJITJIMBOCTb JiofeH, OH Obl
HH 32 UTO He COTJIACHJICH OTHATH Y UeJIOBeKa KH3Hb U CHOBA NOYYATb 3TOT
cTpallHblii 3anax, uem Gbl HM HarpaiuJiM ero 3a 3to AXKyHriad. Ero nuaH
6bl71 ropas o npolle 1 ropas3io BepHee, H OH 3aCMeslics npo ce6sl, BCOM-
HMB, YTO ero nojckasaJjl eMy OAMH M3 paccka3os craporo Bajneo mox
CMOKOBHHLIEH.

— [la, 3to 6b10 3aBeTHoe CJI0BO,— BEPHYBIUMCH, lleMHyJa bBaru-
pa eMy Ha yxo.— OHHU nac/iuch y pPeKd H NOCJayLIaliuch MeHs, Kak Gyii-
BoJsibl. CMOTpH, BOH OHH HAYT!

XaTXH M ero TpH CblHa NMOSIBUJIHCb, KaK Bcernaa, 6e3 eJHHOro 3ByKa.
PeuHo#l us1 eule He BHICOX Ha MX 60Kax, U XaTX 3alyMYHBO A0XKeBbIBaJ
3ejieHoe GaHaHOBOe JepeBLO, KOTOpoe BhipBas OuBHaAMH. Ho kaxpoe
JBHXX€HHe ero rpoMajHoro teja rosopusio Barupe, KoTopas moHumalga
BCE€ C NepBOro B3rjsjaa, uro He Xo3suH [[XKyHraeil npuiiesn K madb-
YHMKY-BOJIYOHKY, @ MpHILeJ TOT, KTO OOHMTCA, K TOMY, KTO He GOMTCSH
Hudero. Tpoe cblHOBeil XaTXH NoOKauMBaJUCh IJIEYOM K IJiedy Mo3a-
IM oTLa.

Mayrsn eaBa noaHsAJM roJioBy, Korga XaTXxH floXeqan emy poGpoi
oxorHl. [lpexne uem cka3aTb XOTb CJOBO, OH 3acTaBuJ XaTXH AOJrO
NepeMHHATbCA C HOTM Ha HOTY, OKAaUMBaTbCs U BCTPAXMBATHCS, a KOraa
3aroBopuJ, To ¢ barupo#, a He co cioHaMHu.

— 51 xouy pacckasaTb BaM OJHy HCTODHIO, a CJIBILIAJ 5 €e OT OXOT-
HMKa, 38 KOTOPHIM Bbl OXOTHJIMCb CeroiHsi,— Hauajna Mayrin.— 310
MCTOPHSA O TOM, KaK CTapblil ¥ yMHBI#l CJIOH NonaJl B 3aNajHIO U OCTPHIH
KOJI Ha JHe fIMbl pa3opBaljl eMy KOXY OT NATKM [0 IJleya, TakK YTO
octaJica Oenblil pyGeL.

Mayrau npoTsHyJl PyKy, U Korja XaTXu MNOBepHyJcs, NpU CBeTe
JYHBl CTajJ BMJEeH MJUHHBIHA GCesblii LIpaM Ha cepoM, Kak rpudedb,
60Ky, CJIOBHO €ro CTerHyJiM packaJleHHbIM GHUOM.

— Jlioau BHITALUMIM CJIOHA M3 SIMbI,— NpOJo/XKaa Mayrau,— HO OH
Obl1 cusieH W ybexaJs, pa3opBaB MNyThl, H NpSATaJCA, OKa paHa He
3axkusa. Torlla OH BepHYJICS HOYbIO Ha MOJS OXOTHHKOB. Tenepp A
NPUNOMHHAID, UTO y Hero 6Gbijio TP chiHa. Bce 3TO NpoOM30LUIO MHOro-
MHOrO [OXKJ€e# TOMy Ha3al M OueHb JajieKo oTciofia — Ha noasax bxa-
parnypa. Uto cayuusoch ¢ 3THMHM NOJSAMHM B CJAeAYOLLYIO JKaTBy,
Xarxu?

— JKatBy cobpas si ¢ MOUMH TPeMsl CBIHOBbSIMH,— CKa3aJs XaTXH.

— A uTo GbUJIO C MOCEBOM, KOTOPHI cJellyeT 3a XKaTBOH?— cnpo-
cu1 Mayrau.

— TloceBa He 6bLJIO,— cKa3aJ XaTXH.

— A ¢ q0abMM, KOTOpBIE XKHMBYT Ha MOJAX PSJAOM C NOCEBAMH?—
crnpocun Mayrau.

— Onu ymwuu.

— A ¢ XWXKHHaMM, B KOTODBLIX CHaJju JoAu?— crnpocua Mayriu.

— Mbl pa3MeTanu KpbillH AOMOB, @ IXKYHIVIM MOTJIOTHJM CTEHBI.

— A uto ke 6buI0 MoTOM?— cnpocua Mayrau.
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— Mbl HallyCTHJIM JUKYHIVIH Ha4 NATb AePEBeHb; U B 3TUX [EPEBHSIX,
M Ha HX 3eMJiX, H Ha nactbéuillaXx, ¥ Ha MSATKHX, BCIIaXaHHBIX MOJAX
He OCTaJoCh Tenepb HM OJHOro YesJOBeKa, KOTOPLIH nosaydasn Gbl muily
OT 3eMJiH. BoT Tak 6bl1M BeITONTaHbl 6XapaTiypcKUe MoJis, 1 3TO caenal
s C MOMMM TpeMsl CHIHOBbSIMH. A Tenepb CKaxKH MHe, Mayriu, Kak Thi
y3HaJl 1po 3TOP— CINPOCHJ XaTxH.

— MHe ckasa/si OMH YeJOBeK, U Tenepb s BUXY, uTo paxe banpeo
He Bcerga JiKetr. Jro GblJIO XOpollo clenaHo, XarxH c¢ 6egbiM pyOuoM,
a BO BTOpOH pa3 BbIHIET ellle Jydll€, HOTOMY YTO pacnopsikartbcs 6yner
vyesqoBeK. Thl 3Haellb JepeBHIO YeJioBeubell CTaH, UTO BbIFHAJa MeHA?
He rogutca um xutbhb Tam Gosbie. 5 UX HeHaBHXKY!..

— A y6uBaTb HRKOro He HYXHO? MoH GUBHM MOKDACHEJH OT KPOBH,
KOTJa Mbl TONTaJd nosis B bxaparnype, ¥ MHe Obl He XOTeJOCb CHOBa
6yaHTb 3TOT 3amnax.

— Mteue Toxe. §1 He Xxouy Aake, uToObl MX KOCTH JiexKasu Ha Halluel
yrcroil 3emJe. [1ycTb HuyT ceGe JioroBo. 34eCh UM HeJsib3sl OCTaBaThCsl.
S cabilan, Kak NMaxHeT KPOBb »KEHUIMHbI, KOTOPad MEHsl KOpMHJa,—
EHUIMHBl, KOTOpYI0 OHM YGHusir Onl, ccau 6ol He si. TosabKo 3anax
CEeXXell TpaBbl Ha MNoOporax [AOMOB MOXeT 3arylylluTh 3anax KpDOBH.
Or 1ero y Mens roput Bo pty. HanyctuM Ha HUX DoKyHTJH, XaTxu!

— Al — ckazan Xatxu.— BoT Tak xe ropesm u py6Gell Ha Moe#
KOsKe, MOKa Mbl HE YBHJAeNH, Kak noru6GJH JAepeBHH MOA BeceHHeH
nopocabio. Tenepp s NOHSAN: TBOA BOHHA CTaHeT Hallled BOHHOM.
Mbl HanycTHM Ha HMX JUKYHIJIH.

Mayrsnn eaBa ycmes nepeBecTH JblXaHHe — OH Becb ApOXKaj OT
HEHABHCTH M 3JI00B,— KaK TO MECTO, Ileé CTOSJIM CJIOHBI, OIyCTeJIo,
v Tosabko DBarupa cmorpena Ha Mayriu ¢ yxacom.

A Xatxu H ero Tpoe CbiHOBeil MOBEPHYJH Ka’XAblH B CBOIO CTOPOHY
¥ MoJya 3awarajy no gonviam. OHM LK BCe JaJibllle H AaJblie uepe3
JAKYHIVIH W clesaji LIeCTbAeCHT MHJb, TO €CThb LeJbli JABYXJHEBHbi
ilepexof. M kak/plfi MX War ¥ Kax<aoc NokaduBaHHe Xo6oTa OblIM
3ameueHbl M McTOJIKOBaHn Manrom, Yunem, OGesbsHbum Haponom
1 BceMH nTHUaMu. [1oToM cJI0HBI CTaJH KOPMHTbCA M MHDHO NacJHCh He
MeHbllle Hefesqy. XaTXH H ero CbIHOBbsl NIOXO0XKH Ha ropHoro yaasa Kaa,
Ol HE CTAHYT TOPOMUTHLCH, €CJIH B 3TOM HeT HYXKABI.

Uepe3 Henesio — U HHKTO HE 3HAeT, OTKYAa 3TO NOIJIO,— NO JKYyH-
TJIAM [POHeccs CJyX, YTO B TAKOH-TO U TaKOH-TO AOJHHE KOPM H BOJa
Bcero Jydwle. CBHHBH, KOTOpbI® FOTOBH HIOTH Ha Kpa# cBeTa pajiM ChIT-
HOH KODMEXKKH, TPOHYJIUCh NepBHie, OTPSAA 3a OTPSAOM, NepeBa/MBasch
uycpe3 KaMHH; 3a HMMH JBHHYJHCb OJIEHH, 33 OJIEHIMH — MaJleHbKue
JIUCHLBI, KOTOPble MHTAITCA Najasnbio. PAaoM ¢ oJleHAMH LK HEernoBo-
POTJIMBbIE AHTHJIONMBI-HWJLray, a 3a HHJbray MABHTaJHChb jJHKHe Oyii-
BoJIbl ¢ 60s10T. BHauaJte Jierko Gbijio O6bl MOBEPHYTb OOPATHO paccesiHHbIe
1 pasbpocaHHble cTana, KOTopele WHNaJdH TpaBy, Opesn jaJbille, MHJH
¥ CHOBa 1IMNAJH TpaBy, HO KaK TOJbKO CpeiH HHX TOAHHMAaJach
TpeBora, KTo-HHOYb SIBJASIJICA W ycnoKausaJs ux. To 310 Obll auko6pa3s
Caxu ¢ BeCTbl0O O TOM, YTO XOpOIlHe KOpMa HaUHHAITCA 4YyTb MoAafb-
Iie; TO HeTOMmblpb MaHr ¢ pajOCTHBIM TNHCKOM MPOHOCMJCS, Tpemneila
KPbIIbSIMH, N0 NpOraJjguHe, 4toObl NMOKa3aTb, YTO TaM HHKOTO HeT; TO
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Bany ¢ nosHelM pTOM KOpeHbEB NOAXOAWJ, NEPeBa/UBasiCb, K CTaLy
U B IIYTKY WJH BCePbe3 NyraJ ero, HanpamJjsia Ha HACTOSILLYIO JOPOry.
Muorue noBepHy.au o06paTHO, pa3bexajHcb MJIM He 3aXOTeJH HIATH
JaJsbllie, HO NPOYHEe OCTANHUCh H INO-TIPeXXHEeMY LIJIH BHepes.

[lpowsno nHell AecATb, M K KOHLY 3TOrO BPEMEHH €0 06CTOsJI0
TaK: OJIeHH, CBMHbHM W HMJIbray TONTAJMCh, ABUrasCh MO KPyry paauy-
COM B BOCEMb MJIM J€CATh MMJIb, a XHILUHHKH Hanajajd Ha HUX C Kpaes.
A B ueHTpe Kpyra Gblia JepeBHs,, a BOKPYr J€PeBHM co3peBaJjH xJeba
Ha NOJAX, a B NOJAX CHIENH JIOAM Ha BHILIKAX, MOXOXKHX HA TOJyGATHH
¥ NIOCTPOEHHBIX AJIA TOro, YTOGHl MyraTh NTHUL U APYTHX BOPHILEK.

Brina temHas Houb, Korpga XaTXu M €ro TpPoe CbiHOBe# Ge3 uiyma
BHILLJIM M3 JXKYyHrJed, cioMaad Xo60TaMH KepPAd U BHIILKH ynajH, Kak
najaer CJAOMaHHHH cTebesb GOJMroJioBa, a JIOAH, CBAJHMBIIHCH C HHUX,
yCabIIAMU TJayXoe ypuaHbe cJoHOB. [lorom ,BaHrapm HanyraHHo#
apMuMu oJieHed NpHMuascs ¥ BHITONTAJ JepeBEeHCKoe mnacT6ulle u
BCMaXaHHble MOJIS; @ 32 HHMH NPHILIK TYNOpPbIIbie CBUHBH C OCTPHIMH
KOMbITAMM, H YTO OCTAJOCh [MOCJE OJIeHeH, TO YHHUTOXHJIHU CBUHBH.
Bpems oT BpeMeHH BOJIKH TPEBOXKMJIM CTaja, U Te, 06e3yMeB, 6POCAIUCh
M3 CTOPOHBH B CTODOHY, TONua 3eJleHbl siuMeHb M DOBHAA C 3eMJeH
Kpasi OpDOCHTeNbHHX KaHaJsoB. [lepex paccBeToM B OAHOM MecTe Ha
Kpal Kpyra XHILHMKH OTCTYNHJIH, OCTaBUB OTKDHLITOH H0pOry Ha IOr,
M OJIeHH DHHYyJHCb No HeH, crafo 3a cragoMm. [ pyrue, nocmenef, 3a-
JierJii B daille, 4To6bl MOKOPMHUTBCA CJeAylollell HOUbIO.

Ho neno Geuio yxXe cienaHo. YTpOM KpecTbsiHe, B3IJISHYB Ha CBOM
noJisi, YBHENH, YTO BCE NMOCEBbl MOTHGJAM. DTO TPO3HJIO CMEDPTHIO, €CJH
JIOAH He YHAYT OTCI0Aa, MOTOMY 4TO rojlof OblJ Bceraa tak xke GJH3KO
OT HHX, KaK M JKyHrid. Korma OyHBOJIOB BBITHaJM Ha nact6uula, ro-
JIOLHOE CTaj0 YBHJEJO, YTO OJIeHH HauHCTO Chejd BCIO TpPaBy, H pas-
6peJioch NO JKYHIJISAIM BCJIe]l 32 CBOWMH JHKHMH TOBapHillaMH. A Koraa
HAacCTYNMJH CyMepKH, OKa3aJoch, UTO TPH HJH YeThipe JepeBeHCKHe
JoulajM Jiexart B cToisiax ¢ mpoJomJeHHoH rosoBofi. Tosbko Barupa
yMesa HaHOCHTb TakKue yaaphl, H TOJbKO el Morsja NpHATH B TrOJIOBY
Jiep3Kasi MbiCJIb BbITAIUHTb NOCEJHHI TPYN Ha CEePeAHHY YJIHULbL.

B 5Ty HOub KpecTbsiHe He NOCMeJH Pa3BECTH KOCTPHI Ha MNOJAX, H
XaTxH ¢ CbIHOBbSIMH Bbilesl mMoAOMpaTh TO, YTO OCTAJOCh; a TaM, rie
npoiiger Xarxu, yxe Heuero Gosblue nopbupatb. Jliogu peilnau nu-
TaTbCsl 3€DHOM, MpPHNACeHHbIM [JS NOCeBa, NOKa He MPOHAYT HOXKIH,
a NMOTOM HaHATbCA B pabGOTHMKH, 4TOOB HaBepCcTaTb MOTEPsSHHBIA rop.
Ho noka xJseGortoproBel ayMasj O CBOHX KOP3HHAX, MOJHBIX 3epHa,
M O LieHaX, Kakue oll 6ynetr Gparth ¢ noKynateneH, ocTpble KJBIKH XaTxXH
JIOMaJii yroJi ero riHHOGUTHOrO amb6apa M KpylH/aH 60/bLIOH MJieTeHblH
3aKpOM, I'le XPaHHJIOCh 3epHO.

[Mocsie Toro kak o6HapyXKuaM 3Ty NMOTEpIO, NPHLLIA OYepelb XKpena
CKasaTb CBO€ cJIoBo. boram oH y»e MoJsuJcs, HO HanpacHo. Bo3amMoxHo,
rOBOPHJI OH, YTO J€PeBHS, camMa TOro He 3Hasi, OCKopOuia Kakoro-Hubylib
Gora MXyHrJeH: o BCeMY BHIHO, UYTO JXKYHIVIH npoTuB HUX. Torna
nocsajH 3a rjaBapeM COCeJHero mJjeMeHH 6pPOAAYHX TOHMAOB, MaJleHb-
KHX, YMHBIX, UY€PHBIX, KaK yrojlb, OXOTHHKOB, >XHBYWHX B rayOHHe
IPKYHIJIel, UbH MpeiKH NPOMCXOAAT OT ApeBHeHIIHX HapomHocted HH-
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MU — OT NepPBOHaua/ibHhIX BJajesbleB 3eMad. ['oHAa yrocTuju Tem,
UTO HALIJIOCh, @ OH CTOSIJl Ha OJHOH HoOre, C JYKOM B PYKax H ABYMSl-
TPEeMsl OTPaBJIeHHbIMH CTpeJlaMH, BOTKHYTBIMH B BOJIOCH, H CMOTpeJ
He TO C HCAOYrOM, He TO C Npe3peHHeM Ha BCTPEBOXXEHHLIX JIOAeH M Ha
HX ONyCTOIUEHHble mons. JIIOAH XOTesNH y3HATb, HE CEPAATCA JIM Ha HUX
ero 6orH, crapble 60rH, 1 KakKHe XepTBbl MM HYXXHbl. ['OHJI HMuero He
OTBETHJI, HO COpBaJl AJIMHHYIO NJETb NoJidyueH AMKOH THIKBbI, NPHHO-
csllled ropbKye MJOAbI, H 3aMlJjeJ el ABePH XpaMa Ha rJjasax y H3yM-
JleHHoro 6oxka. I1oToM OH HeCKOJIbKO pa3 MaxHyJ PYKOH Mo BO3AYXY
B Ty CTOPOHY, rie 6ola nopora B Kanxusapy, u yuiesq o6patHo k cebe B
JXKYHIJIH CMOTPeTh, KaK cTala *KHMBOTHBIX Npoxoisat no HUM. OH 3Has,
4TO KOrjla JKYHIJIM HacTyNaloT, TOJbKO GeJible JIIOAH MOTYT OCTAHOBHTD
UX JBHXKeHHe.

He3sauem Oblo crmpalunBaTh, UTO OH XOTeJ 3THM ckasaTh. Jlukas
TBIKBA BbIpacTeT TaMm, rje JIOAM MOJHIHCb CBoeMy 6Ory, H 4eM CKopee
OHU YHAYT OTCIOAA, TeM Jyulle.

Ho Heserko nepeBHe CHATbCA C HacuXeHHoro Mmecrta. Jlioam ocra-
BaJIMCb A0 T€X MOp, MOKa y HUX ObliH JeTHHe 3anachl. OHH npoGoBanu
co6upaTh OpexH B IKYHIVIAX, HO TeHH C TOpALUMMH IJjas3amM Cleluu
3a HMMM Jaxe cpeld OHS, a KOrja JIoAH B HCIyre NOBepHYJH 06paTHO,
CO CTBOJIOB J€peBbeB, MHMO KOTOPbIX OHH NPOXOAHJH BCEro NATb MH-
HYT Hasaj, OKa3ajach COAPaHHOH Kopa ynapamu 4beH-To O6oJbLIOH,
KortvcToit sanul. Yem GoJblile JIIOAH KaJHCb K AepeBHe, TeM cMenel
CTAHOBMJIUCb IMKHe 3BEPH, C PEBOM H TONOTOM TyJfiBLIHE 1O nacTévilam
y BafiHraHru. ¥ KpecTbsiH He XBaTaJjo AyXa YMHHMTb M JlaTaTh 3aJHHe
CTEHbl OMyCTeNbIX XJEeBOB, BHIXOAMBIUHX B Jiec. JIMKHe CBHHbM TONTaJH
pa3BaJiMHbl, M Y3JIOBaThle KODHH JIM@H CHellMJH 3aXBaTHTb TOJBKO
4YTO OTBOEBAHHYIO 3eMJII0 U 3a0pachiBaji Yepe3 CTeHbl XHXKHHbI LENKHe
no6ery, a BCJEJ 3a JIMaHAaMH LETHHUIACh XKecTKasi TpaBa. XOJOCTAKH
cGexajM nepBHIMM M Pa3HECJM MOBCIOLY BeCTb, UTO JepeBHA oOpeueHa
Ha rubesb. KTo Mor GopoTbcsl ¢ JIKYHIJIAMH, KOT[a Aaxe AepeBeHCKasi
KoGpa NMOKMHYJa CBOIO HOPY NOJ CMOKOBHHIEi!

Jliony Bce MeHbllle U MeHbllle 06U1aJHCh C BHEIIHMM MHDOM, @ NpoO-
TONTaHHble Yepe3 PaBHHHY TPOMNbl CTAHOBHJIMCH Bce Yxke u yxe. M 1py6-
Hblfi 30B XaTXy M ero TPOUX ChIHOBei 6oJibllie He TPEBOXUJI JAePEeBHIO
no HouaM: MM OoJibllle He3aueM Obljio npuxoauTh. Ilossi 3a okosvle#
3apacTajii TPaBoH, CIHMBasAChb C [UKYHIVIAMHM, H JUI JepPeBHH HacTaJja
nopa yxoautbh B KaHxuBapy.

Jlioam oTknagbiBajM YXO4 CO [HSl Ha JeHb, NOKa MepBbie JOXKIH
He 3aXBaTHJIM HX Bpacmiox. HeunHeHble KpBILM CTajJ¥ NPOTEKAThb, Bbl-
FOH MOKPHLJICA BOJOH MO LIMKOJOTKY, H BCe, YTO ObLJIO 3€JIeHO MOLLJIO
cpa3y B POCT nocJje JjetHedl 3acyxu. Torma Joau nobpenu B6pon —
MYKUHMHBI, KEHIUMHbl H NETH — MOJ CJeNsllMM W TeJIbIM YTPEHHHM
JOXKJEM M, KOHeuHO, o6epHyJucb, YTOGbl B3rJSIHYTb B NOCJEIHHH pa3
Ha CBOH JoMa.

W Kak pas, korga nocsenHsiss ceMbsi, HarpyXXeHHasl y3jami, Npo-
XOJHMJa B BODPOTA, C IPOXOTOM PYXHYJH GajIkKh W KpOBJIA 3a JepPeBeH-
ckoil orpanoit. Jlioay yBHAe M, KaK MeJbKHYJ Ha MrHOBeHHe OJlecTALIMH,
uyepHbIH, Kak 3Mes, XOOOT, pa3MeTblBasi MOKPYIO COJIOMY KpHILIH.
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On ncues, M onATh NOCJBILIAJCSH [POXOT, @ 33 FPOXOTOM BH3T. XaTxu
CPbiBaJl KPOBJIM C JAOMOB, Kak Mbl CPbIBaeM BOJsiHble JIUJIHH, H OTCKO-
yuBilas Gajka ywu6saa ero. ToJbKO 3TOrO eMy He XBaTaJio, YTOOLI
paso#TuCh BOBCIO, NOTOMY 4TO M3 [AMKMX 3Bepei, KHUBYLIMX B JIKYHI-
JisiX, B30eCHBIUHMHCA AMKHMH CJOH BceX Gosblle GYHCTBYeT W paspyllaer.
On nArHyn 3afHell HOro# rJIMHOGMTHYIO CTEHY, W CT€Ha pa3BaJjuJach
OT yjapa, a NMOTOKH AOXKAs NpPeBPaTHJH ee B XKeJTYIO Ipa3b. XaTxu
KDYKMJicH, U TPyOHJI, © MeTaJsicl MO Y3KHM yJHllaM, HaBaJMBascCb Ha
XMXHHBI CnpaBa M cleBa, JoMas LIaTKHe ABepH, Kpylla CTPOMmuJa;
a TpH ero chiHa GecHOBaJIMCb NO3ajH OTLA, Kak GecCHOBaJMCb NpPH pas-
rpome noJsielt bxaparnypa.

— JIKyHIJIM NOIVIOTAT 3TH CKOPJYNKH,— CKa3aJ CIOKOHHBI ro-
Joc cpeau paspanuvH.— CHauaJjia HyXKHO CBaJIMTb Orpapny.

W Mayrau, 6nectsi MOKpPbIMH OT JOXAS MJe4aMH, OTCKOYHJ OT CTe-
HBI, KOTOpasi ocejla Ha 3eMJI0, Kak yctaJblii 6yHBOJI.

— Bce B cBoe Bpems,— npoxpunen Xarxu.— O na, B Bxapatnype
MOM KJ/IbIKM NOoKpacHesu oT Kpou! K orpane, nertu mou! Ionosoii! Bee
Bmecte! Hy!

Bce uerBepo Haners, ctost pagoM. Orpana nouaTHyJiach, TpecHy/a
¥ ynana, 4 JIIOAHM, OHeMeB OT yXKaca, YBHJAEJH B HEPOBHOM I[pOJIOMeE
M3Ma3aHHble TJIMHOH roJioBbl paspyiiurened. Jliogu 6pocunuck 6exatb
BHU3 MO NOJIMHe, OCTaBUIMCb 6e3 MpHiota U 6e3 NMILM, a UX [JepeBHS
CJIOBHO Tasijla Mo3ajH, pacToNTaHHas, pa3MeTaHHas M pa3HeCEeHHas
B KJIOUKH.

Uepes Mecsill OT IepPEBHU OCTAJICH PHIXJBIH XOJMHK, HOPOCLIMH HeX-
HOH MOJIOJOH 3eJleHblo, a KOorja NpoIIH AOXKAM, IKYHDJIM GyitHO
PacKMHYJMCh Ha TOM CaMOM MecTe, TjJleé BCEro MoJirofa Hasaj ObliM
BCMaxaHHbBlE MOJs.

KHS)KECKHUH AHKAC

Kaa, Gosbluof ropHblfi ynaB, nepeMeHWJ KOXXY — BEepHO, B [IBYX-
COTHIH pa3 co [HA poOXIeHHsda,— U MayriM, KoTopeli HHKOTAa He
3abbiBaJ, uto Kaa cnac emy »M3Hb ofiHa»Jbl HOublo B XoJoAHbIX Bep-
Jorax, o 4eM, ObITb MOXeT, [IOMHHTE M Bbl, NpHLIEJ €ro NO3APaBHTb.
Mensa koxy, 3Mess ObiBaeT yrpioMa M pasjipaxkuTelbHa, A0 TeX MOP
NOoKa HOBasA KoXKa He cTaHer OJecTsillell W KpacvBoii. Kaa Gosblie He
noacMenBasca Haja Mayrau. Kak v Bce B JUKYHIMIAX, OH CUHMTaJ] €ro
XosanHom [IKyHrJjiell H paccKasbiBaJl €My BCe HOBOCTH, KakHe, CaMo
co60#, NMPHXOAMTCA C/AbIIATh yAaBy ero BejHuHHb. To, uero Kaa He
3HaJ O CpPefHHX JUKYHIVIAX, KaK MX Has3blBalOT, O JXXHM3HH, KOTOpas
HIeT y caMO¥ 3eMJIH MJIM NoJ 3eMJiell, O XKH3HH OKOJIO BaJyHOB, KOUeK
H JIECHBIX THeH, yMecTHJoch Gbl Ha caMoOH MaJileHbKOH M3 ero uellyex.

B Tor menp Mayrau cugen Mex GosbliuMX Kojel Kaa, nepeGupas
najblaMH uewyHyaTyl0 CTapylo KOXy, CODOLUEHHYIO YIaBOM CpenH
KaMmHe#. Kaa oueHb JI06e3HO MOACTaBUJ CBOe TeJO NOA LIMPOKHe mJle-
4yn MayrJiH, 1 ManbyHK CHJIeJ CJIOBHO B AKHBOM KpecJe.
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— Oua Besi uenas, naxke w uellyiiku Ha rJiasax LeJbl,— HerpoM-
KO cKasan Mayram, urpas c6poiteHHol KoKell.— Kak cTpaHHO BHIETb
Y CBOMX HOr TO, YTO MOKPHIBAJO roJioBy!

— JHa, Tonbko Hor y mens uer,— oTBetua Kaa,— u s He BHXY
TYT HHYErO CTpaHHOro, 3T0 B 06blYae Moero Hapoaa. Passe Thl HHKOrAa
He YyBCTByelllb, 4TO KOXa y Te6f1 cyXas M XecTkKaa?

— Torna s uny kynatnes, [T10CKOrON0OBLI, XOTS, TPABAA, B CHIBHYIO
Kapy MHe xouercsi cOPOCHTL KOXKY coBceM M Geratb 6e3 KOXH.

— S u kynaiock u Mensiio koxy. Hy, kak Te6e HpaBuTC MOSi HOBasi
onexnaa?

Mayrau nposen pyko#t no KOCHIM KjeTKaM OTPGMHOMH CNHHBL.

— VY depenaxu cnuHa TBepxe, HO He TaKas necTpasi,— CKas3as OH
3aAyMUMBO.— Y JSIryLIKM, MOed Te3KH, OHA necTpeil, HO He Takas TBep-
Aasi. Ha Bup ouens KPACHBO, TOYHO NMeCTPHH y30p B 4Hallleuke JIHJIHH.

— HoBoii koxe nyxHa Boga. [lo mepBoro Kynasbsi LBeT Bce ellle
He ToT. Maem kynarbcs!

— S nouecy te6a,— ckazan Mayriu M, cMesicb, HaruyJcsi, uToGhbI
NpHNOAHATL Gosblioe Tesno Kaa Tam, rie OHO Ka3aJjocb BCEro TOJle.

.’9’1‘0 ObiJIo BCce paBHO UTO NMOAHATH BOAONPOBOAHYIO TPY6Yy ABYX(byTO-
BOH TOJILLIHHRKL, a Kaa j1exKaJsl HenmoJABHIKHO, TUXO NBIXTA OT yAOBOJbCTBHSI.
[10T0M y hux nauanach npusbiunas BedepHsisi HTpa — MaJlbUHK B pacliBe-
Te CHJ1 H ynaB B BeJHKOJENHON HOBOH KOXe cTaju 60poThCs APYT C
Apyrom, npo6ys 3opkocTb 1 cuy. Pasymeercsi, Kaa mor pasgaBuThb COTHIO
T4KHX KakK Mayray, ecau 6l nan cebe BOJIO, HO OH Mrpast OCTOPOXKHO,
HHKOTIa He 1oJbh3ysAch M JecAToH AoJied CBOeHd MOLLH.

Kak Tonbko Mayrau cran 2ocTaTouHo KpenokK, YToObl ¢ HUM MOKHO
b0 6opoTbest, Kaa Hayuun MasbunKa 3TOil HIpe, M ero TeJo CAeNanoch
OT 3TOro HeoGbIKHOBeHHO ru6kiM. VIHOK pa3 Mayrau cTosJ, 3aXJecTHy-
Thii MOYTH f0 ropia ru6KuMu Koabliami Kaa, cuasice BbICBOGOIHMTH
OZHY PYKY ¥ yXxBaTHTb ero 3a weiw. Torna Kaa, Becb 06MAKHYB, 0c/1a615141
XBaTKy, a Mayrju cBOMMH GBLICTPBIMH HOTaMd He NaBaj HaWTH TOUKY
OMOPBHl OTPOMHOMY XBOCTY, KOTOPHIH TSHYJICA Ha3aj, HallynbiBasi KaMeHb
uin nedb. OHM Kauanuchb B3aj M BOEpel, roJoBa K rO/OBe, KaXKAbli
BbXKHIASl cayuyass HanacTb, W HaKOHelW TNpekpacHas, Kak H3BasHHe,
rpynna npeppaiilanacb B BHXDb YEPHbIX C XKeJTbIM KOJel H MeJbKai-
HIHX HOT M pyK, 4TOObl CHOBAa H CHOBA MOJHATBHCS.

— Hy-ny-ny!l— roopua Kaa, nenas rosoBoii Bbimajbl, KakMX He
MorJia oTpasuTh Jaxe GbicTpasi pyka Mayran.— Cwmorpu! Bot 1 1oTpo-
HyJjcst 10 Te6s, Maneubkuii Bpat! Bor u Bor! Paspe pykn y TeGs
onemesu? Bot omsite!

OTa urpa Bcerga KoHuaJiach OJAHHAKOBO: IIPSIMbIM, GLICTPLIM YAapOM
ronoBbl Kaa scerna c6upan manpunka ¢ Hor. Mayriim Tak W He BbYUHJICS
0GOPOHATbLCS NPOTHB 3TOTO MOJHHEHOCHOTO Bhinaza; H, no caosam Kaa,
Ha 3TO He CTOMJIO TPATHTbL BPEMS.

— Jlo6poii oxoThi!— 1posopuan Hakouel Kaa.

M Mayruu, kak Bcerma, orsieTes LIaroB Ha [€CiTb B CTOPOHY,
3a/ibIXasiCb U xoXo4a.

On nopusines, Ha6paB mosiHble pyKd TpaBbl, M molien 3a Kaa x
JIOGHMOMY  MeCTy KymaHbsi Myapoil 3meu — ry6oKoi, 4epHOH, Kak
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CMOJIb, 3aBOJH, OKPYXXEHHOH CKajlaMH W OCOGEHHO TNpHBJIEKATENbHON
13-3a MOTOHYBWHMX cTBOJMOB. 1o 06GbIvaI0 JKYHIJeH, MalbuHK GpocHIcst
B Bofly 6e3 3ByKa M HHIDHYJ; TOTOM BBIHBIPHYJI, TOXKe 6e3 3ByKa, Jier Ha
CMKHY, 3aJI0XKHB PYKH I10J TOJIOBY, U, IV Ha JIYHY, BCTAKOLLYIO Hal
cKaJlaMH, HauaJ pa3GuBaTh najbliaMd HOT ee OTPaXK€HHe B BOJE.
TpeyronbHas rososa Kaa paspesasa Boay, Kak 6puTBa, H, NOAHSIBIIUCH
13 BOJBI, Jlersa Ha nieyo Mayrau. Quu JiexaJsu HenoBUKHO, HaclaXk a-
sicb 0OBOJIaKMBAIOLLEH HX MPOXJanoH.

— Kak xopowo!— coHHo ckazan Mayran.— A B uesioBeubedl crae B
3TO BpeMsl, IIOMHIO, JIOXXHJIHCh Ha XKeCTKOoe JepeBO BHYTPH 3eMJISHbIX
JIOBYLIEK H, 3aKPBIBIIHCb XOPOLUIEHbKO CO BCEX CTOPOH OT CBEXero
BeTPa, YKYTHIBAJHChH C TFOJOBOH 3aTXJBIMH TPSNKAMH H 3aBOJHJH HOCOM
CKyuHble nmecHu. B pxyunrasix ayuure!

Toponausas ko6pa npockosib3HyJa MHMO HUX IO CKaJje, HallHJach,
noxeJsjaja UM JO6pPOH OXOTbl H CKPBLIaCh.

—- O-o0-m! — cka3an Kaa, coBHO BCIOMHHR O YeM-To.— Tak, 3Ha-
4WT, JOKYHIVIH A2t0T TeGe Bce, dero TebGe TOJbKO Xoyercsl, ManeHbkui
bpar?

— He Bce,— ckaszas Mayryu 3acMesiBILIHCb,— & He TO MOXXHO OBbLJIO
6bl KaxXablii Mecal y6uBath HoBoro lllep-Xana. Tenepp st mor 66l yOHTD
€ro coGCTBEHHBIMH PYKaMH, He Npocsi noMoliu y OyiirosioB. Ele MmHe
XOUeTcsl HHOra, YTo6bl COJIHLE CBETHJIO BO BpeMsl AOXKJeH HAH 4TOOH
JIOXKJM 32KpBLIK COJHLE B pa3rape Jieta. A Koraa s rosojleH, MHe Bcerja
xoueTcsl yO6uTb K03y, a ecin yObl0 Ko3y, Xouercsi, 4ToObl 3TO Obll
oJieHb, @ €CJIH ITO OJIeHb, XO4eTCsi, 4ToOn 310 Gbia Husbray. Ho Benp
Tak GbIBae€T U CO BCEMH.

— U Gosblue teGe Huyero He xouetcs?— cnpocua Kaa.

— A dero mHe Gosblle XOTeTb? ¥ MeHSl €CTb JKYHIVIM M Mui0CTb
Hxyurneii! Pa3pe ectb elle uTo-HHOY/[b HAa CBETe MEXJy BOCTOKOM U
3anajom?

— A koGpa rosopuaa..— Hauan Kaa.

— Kakasg kobpa? Ta, uto ynossia cefiuac, HHYero le TOBOpHJIA:
OHa OXOTHJIach.

— He sra, a ppyras.

— M mHoro y 1e6s1 nen ¢ SnosutniM Haponom? $1 ux ne Tporato,
nyctb MAYT cBoed poporoil. OHM HOCAT cMepTh B MepeAHHX 3ybax,
M 9TO HeXOopollo — OHM TaKie MaJseHbkHe. Ho ¢ kaxoli xe 3to KoGpo#
Thl pa3ropapuBas?

Kaa menneHHo nokauuBaJjcsi Ha BojJle, KaK Napoxojl Ha OOKOBOH
BOJIHE.

—- Tpu unn deTplpe Mecsila Ha3al,— cKasaj OH,— sl OXOTHJICS B
Xonopublx Bepsorax — T, MOXeT ObITh, elle He 3a0bljl NPO HHUX,—
M TBapb, 3a KOTOPOH s OXOTHJCS, C BH3roM 6pocuiach MHMO BOJO-
€MOB K TOMY JOMY, KOTOPbIH $§I KOr/la-TO MpPOJOMHJ paju Tebs, H
y6exxana nom 3emJio.

— Ho B XoJsoaubix Bepjorax HHKTO HE XKUBET MNOA 3eMJed.—
Mayran nousin, uro Kaa rosopur npo OGesbsiuil Hapon.

— Jra TBapb He XKMHJja, a cnacaja CBOK XH3Hb,— oTBeTHJ] Kaa,
BHICOBBIBast ApOKalMil si3biK.— OHa ymoJizja B HOpPY, KOTopasl WiJja
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oueHb jasieko. §1 monon3 3a HeH, yO6us ee, a moToM ycHyJa. A Koraa
NPOCHYJICSl, TO MOMOJ3 BHEpe/.

— Tlon zemieit?

— JHa. N Hnakonen Habpen Ha DBesnit KanoGyk — Gesayio ko6py,
KOTOpasi FOBOPHJIa CO MHOH O HENOHSITHBIX BelllaXx M NoKasaJsa MHe MHOTO
TaKOro, Yero fi HHUKOT/a elle He BHJeN.

— Hosyo auup? M Xopowo Te nooxotusacs?— Mayrin OGbCTpPO
nepesepHyJica Ha OOK.

— 2710 6bl1a He auub, S objoman Gbl 06 Hee Bce 3yOnl, HO Besbiii
Knobyx ckasas, 4yTo JIIOAM — a TOBOPHJ OH Tak, OyATO 3HaeT 3Ty
NOpoAY,— UTO JIOAH OTAaJH Obl MocJjefiHee AblXaHWe, JHIb Obl B3rJs-
HYTb Ha 3TH BEIUH.

— Ilocmotpum!— ckaszan Mayrau.— Tenepbp s BCMOMHHAIO, 4TO
KOTjJa-To OblJ 4esJIOBEKOM.

— Tuxoubko, tTuxoHbko! ToponnuBocth mory6una JKearyio 3mero,
KoTopasi cbesia cosiHUe. MBIl MOTOBOpPHJIH MOJ 3eMJel, W s pacckasal
npo Tebsi, Ha3biBasi TeGs desoBekoM. Denasi kobpa ckasana (a oHa
NOMCTHHE cTapa, Kak AXKYHIVIM): «JlaBHO yXe He BHJaJja A YeJloBeKa.
[Tyckali mpuger, Torna ¥ yBHUAMT BCe 3TH BelllH. 3a caMylo MaJyl H3
HHX MHOTHE JIIOAH He TMoxaJsesi Obl XKH3HH».

— 3Hauut, 310 HOBas aMub. A Benbp SmosuTeiil Hapom Hukorna
He TOBOPUT HaM, rje ecTb BcmyrHytas Juub. OHHM Heapy»KesiOGHBI.

— 9T0 He aUYb. DTO... 3TO 1 HE MOTY CKasaTh, YTO 3TO TaKoe.

— Mul nolinemM Tyna. $ ewe Huxkorna He Buuen Gesod KoOphl, Ja
H Ha BCe OCTaJbHOE MHE TOXe XO4eTcd MOCMOTpeTb. JTO OHA HX
y6una? :

— Onu Bce HexuBoe. KoGpa ckasana, uTo OHa CTOPOXKHT HX.

— A! Kak BoJIK cTOPOXKHT 1006bIuy, KOrla MpUTaIIMT ee B GepJory.
Hnpem!

Mayrau nonmaeis Kk Oepery, mnokaTtaJjcst no TpaBe, uTo6bl 0o6cCy-
LINTbCS, U OHH BJBOeM OTMpaBuiuch K XosonHbiM Bepnoram — 3a6po-
LIIeHHOMY TOpPOJly, O KOTOPOM BbI, ObITh MOXeT, YuTaJ/JHu. Mayriu Tenepb
HHYYTb He 6osijic 06e3bsiH, 3aT0 0Ge3bsiHbl APOXKAJH OT CTPaxa nepen
Mayrau. Onsako oGe3bsiHbe MJleMsl PHICKAJO Tenepb MO HKYHIJISAM, H
XononHble Bepsiord crosiin B JIYyHHOM CBeTe MYycThle M 6e3MOJIBHbIE.

Kaa noamon3 k pa3BajnHaM KHsxKecKOH OGeceiKH Ha cepefiMHe
Teppachl, nepe6paJicst uepe3 Kyuu LIeGHS H CKOJIb3HYJ BHU3 MO 3achinaH-
HO#i 06JI0MKaMH JIeCTHHLE, KOTopasl Bejla B nojaseMenbe. Mayrau uszpad
3mennbiilt Kauu: «Mbl ¢ BaMd OJIHOH KpPOBH, Bbl M sil» — M nomnoas 3a
HUM Ha dyeTBepeHbKax. O6a OHM [0JIr0 NOJ3JH 110 HAKJIOHHOMY KOPHIOPY,
KOTODbI# HECKOJIbKO pa3 cBOpauWBaJj B CTOPOHY, H HakKoOHell Ao6paJjuchb
0 TAKOFO MecTa, Tie KOpeHb CTaporo Jepepa, NOAHUMABIUErocs Haj
3emseil (yTOB HA TPUALATH, BLITECHHJ M3 CTeHbl OOJbIIOH KaMeHb.
OHu nposie3 i B AbIPY H OUYTHJIHUCH B MPOCTOPHOM MOJ3€eMeJibe, CBOJbI
KOTOPOFO, Pa3/iBUHYThie KOPHSIMH lepeBbeB, TOXKe OblH BCe B TPELIHHAX,
TaK YTO CBEpPXy B TEMHOTY NajaJji TOHKHe JIyUiHKH CBeTa.

— Hapexnoe yGexuie!— ckasan Mayrau, BHIPAMISSCh BO BeCh
poct.— ToNbKO OHO CJMIIKOM J[aJeKo, 4TOObl KaXAbiH [eHb B HeM
6biBath. Hy, a uTo Ke Mbl TYyT yBUAUM?
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— Pa3sBe s HHuTO?— cKa3aJ 4eH-TO rojioc B TyOGHHE MOA3EMEJbS.

ITepen Mayrsin MenbKHYJO 4TO-TO Oesioe, H MaJo-OMaJjy OH pas-
rjsifies Takylo OrpoMHYI0 KoGpy, KakKHX OH [0 CHX MOp He BcTpedas,—
IIOYTH B BOCEMb (DYTOB [JIMHOW, BBUIMHSBLIYIO OT >XH3HH B TeMHOTE
JI0 XKEeJITH3HBI CTaPOH CJIOHOBOH KOCTH. JlaxKe OUKH Ha pa3fyToM K1o6yke
cTand y Hee OJiefiHo-KenThIMH. I'nasa y ko6pbt OblIM KpacHble, Kak
pyOuHBl, H Bcsl OHa Obla Takas AMKOBHHHAf C BULY.

— Jlo6poii oxoTel!— cka3zan Mayriu, y KOTOPOro BeJIMBbIE CJIOBA,
KaK M OXOTHHYHMH HOXK, OBbLJIH BCETrla HAroToBe.

— Uro HoBoro B ropopse?— cnpocuna Gesaasi koGpa, He oTBeuyasi
Ha NpHBeTCTBHe.— UTO HOBOFO B BEJIMKOM ropoje, 0GHEeCEHHOM CTEHOIO,
B TOpPOAe COTHH CJIOHOB, JBAaJLATH THICAY Jiollajell U HECMETHBIX
cTaj,— B ropojie KHf31 HajA J[ABajalaThio KHs3bAMH? § cTaHOBJIOCH
Tyra Ha yXO M JJaBHO yXe He cJibiXaja GOeBbIX T'OHFOB.

— Hap namMu joKyHraum,— ckasain Mayrauw.— M3 cioHoB s 3Ha
TOJIBKO XaTXH H ero cblHOBeH. A 4TO Takoe «KHS3b»?

— 1 roBopua Tebe,— MsArko ckazan Kaa,— s roBopus Tebe ueThipe
JIyHBl Ha3aj, YTO TBOEro ropoia y»e Her.

— lopopn, Besiukuii ropoji B iecy, YbH BpaTa OXPaHSIIOTCS KHAXKECKHMH
6allHsIMH, He MOXeET HCcUYe3HyTh. Ero noctpousu ellle 10 TOro, Kak Jef
Moero gefa BbIIYNHJICA M3 siHNA, W OH OyHeT CTOSAATb M TOrja, Koraa
CbIHOBbSI MOHX CblHOBeH nobesietoT, Kak s. Cananxu, cbli YaHapa6uku,
coiHa Buitenku, cbiva $lracapu, nocTpowsi ero B JaBHHE BpeMeHa.
A krto Bal rocnoauH?

— Cunepn nortepsincsi,— ckaszan Mayrii, obpamasice k Kaa.—
5l He noHuMalo, YTO OHa TOBOPHT.

— 1 Toxe. Ona ouens crapa... [Ipaponurenvuuna Ko6p, TyT Kpyrom
OJHHM TOJbKO JKYHIJIH, KaK H ObIO Bcerja, ¢ camMoro Hadagja.

— Torpa kto xe oH,— cnpocuna Genas ko6pa,— TOT, YTO CHIHT
nepeno MHOH U He Goutcsa? ToOT, YTO He 3HAET UMEHH KHA35 H FOBOPHT Ha
HallleM si3bIKe ycTaMH 4esioBeka? KTo OH, ¢ HOXKOM OXOTHHKA H SI3bIKOM
3Men?

— Mesns 3oByT Mayriau,— 6b1 orBeT.— M3 makyHrjed. Boskn —
MoH Hapoj, a 3to Kaa, mo#lt 6pat. A bl KTO, Matb Kob6p?

— 9 crpax kHsKeckoro cokpoBuilla. Kapan Papxa nonoxua
Haj0 MHOH KaMHH ellle TOrAa, Koriaa y MeHs Oblla TeMHasi KoXa,
utoObl A ybuBasna Tex, UTO NPUAYT clOAa BopoBaTb. [loToM co-
KpOBHILA OMYCTHJM TNMOJ KaMeHb, H § ycCJblllaja MeHHe XXPeloB, MOHX
yuuTenen.

«'M!— ckazan npo ce6s Mayran.— C oJHHM XpelloM 5l yXKe HMeJ
[leJ1o B yeJioBeubel cTae, U 51 3Hat0, uTo 3Hal. CKopo coja npuaer Genas.

— IlsaTb pa3 nogHuMajau KaMeHb C TeX MOp, Kak sl CTepery COKpo-
BHU1Ile, HO BCerja JJs Toro, 4ro6el NpUOABUTH ellle, a HEe YHeCTH OTCIOAA.
Hurpe Her takux GoraTcTB, Kak 3TH — COKpOBHILA cTa KHA3eH. Ho
JIaBHO-1aBHO Y>Ke He MOJHHMaJM KaMeHb, H MHe KaXeTcsl, UTO NMpo MO
ropop 3a0blH.

— Topona Het. [TocMOTpH BOKpPYr — BOH KODHH 6OJIbIUHX J€pPEBbeB
pa3aBUHYJM KaMHHU. [lepeBbsi u JIIOAM He pacTyT BMecTe,— YroBapHBall
ee Kaa.
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— JIBaxael ¥ TPHXKABl JIIOAH HaXOOWJH cloja popory,— 3J00HO
oTBeTHJa KoGpa,— HO OHHM HHYEro He TOBOPHJIH, MOKa S He HaXOAMJA
HX OILYNbhl0 B TEMHOTe, a TOrAA KpHUYaJaM, TOJBKO COBCEM HEJOJIrO.
A Bul 06a OpuULIIM KO MHE C JIOXKbIO, U 4YeJOBEK U 3Mes, U XOTHTe,
uro6bl 1 BaM nosepuJia, 6YATO Moero ropopa GoJjibllle HeT M MpHILEN
KoHel Moell cayx6e. JIloan Majlo MEHSIIOTCA ¢ rogaMu. A st He MeHSIoCh!
IToka He MoAHMMYT KaMeHb M He MPHAYT XKPeUbl C NeHHeM 3HAKOMBIX
MHe IeCeH, U He HANOAT MeHs TeMNJbIM MOJIOKOM, H He BbIHECYT OTCIOAA
Ha cBeT, f, s, 1 — ¥ HUKTO apyroiil— 6yny Ctpaxem KHsixkeckoro
Cokposuwa! T'opox ymep, roBopurte Bbl, H CIOfa NPOHHKJH KODHH
nepesreB? Tak HarHuTechb Xe H BO3bMHTe 4TO XoTuTe! Her Hurme na
3eMJie TaKHX COKpoBHIL! UesloBeK O 3MEHHBIM sI3BIKOM, €CJIH Thl CMOXKellb
yATH oTclofa »KHMBbIM TOH JOpOroH, KakoH npuiles, KHA3bs1 OynyT
Tebe cayramu!

— Cunen onsith notepsiyics,— CMokolHo ckaszan Mayrau.— Heyxenu
KakoH-HHOYAb LIaKaJl Npopblics TakK ryy6oKo H yKycua Gosbluoil Besbiit
Ksno6yk? Ona, BepHo, B3Gecunack... Math Kobp, s He BHXKY, UTO MOXKHO
OTCI0Jla YHCCTH.

— Kasinycp 6oramu Cosnna u JlyHbl, MajbyHK norepsin pasym!—
npoiuunesa kobpa.— Ilpexe yem 3aKpoIOTCS TBOH I1a3a, sl OKaxy Tebe
ofHy MuJaocTb. CMOTPH — H YBHAHLIL TO, YEro He BHJEJ elle HHKTO
u3 Jioaei!

— Xyno ObiBaeT TOMYy, KTO FOBOPHT MayrJylH 0 MHJOCTSIX,— OTBEeTHJ
MaslbuMK CKBO3b 3y6bl,— HO P TeMHOTE BCe MeHsieTcs, f 3Halo. Sl mo-
CMOTpIO, ecy rebe Tak XouyeTcs.

[IpuiypuB rsiaza, oH oGBesl MPUCTAJLHBIM B3FJSAOM MNOA3EMEJIbE,
NOTOM MOJHSJ C NOJY IOpCTh 4ero-to GJecTsiuero.

—Oro!— cka3an oH.— DTo N0OX0XKe Ha Te IITYYKH, KOTOPbIMH HI'PAIOT
B 4YesoBeubeH crae. ToJbKO 3TH KeaTble, a Te ObIH KOPHYHEBbIE.

On ypoHHJ 30J10TO Ha MOJ W chesaJj Liar Bnepex. Bce noasemedibe
OblJIO YCTNI@HO CJIOEM 30JI0TLIX M cepeOpsiblX MOHeT TOJUIHHOH B
NsiTh-UlecTh (PYTOB, BBHICHIMABIUMXCH W3 MEILUKOB, T OHU MNpexJe Xpa-
HHJIHCb. 3a JOJITHe TO[bl MeTaJll cJiexKaJicsl H BBIPOBHSJICH, KaK MCCOK BO
Bpems otyiuBa. Ha MoHerax u noj HUMH, 3apLIBIIMCL B HHX KakK 00JIOMKH
KpylleHust B rnecke, OblJIM 4YekaHHOro cepebpa ceija OJd CJIOHOB C
6JisixaMH KOBaHOTO 30J10Ta, YKpalleHHble pyOMHaMH W Gupiosoi. Tam
6blIM najJaHKMHbl B HOCHJIKH JJIS1 KHSITHHb, OKOBAHHBIC U OTHEJIaHHbIe
cepeObpoM M 3MaJjiblo, ¢ He(PHTOBBIMH PYYKaMH M SIHTAPHBIMH KOJIbLLAMH
JUIsl 3aHaBecel; TaM GbljiM 30JI0THE CBETHJIBHUKH C H3YMDYIHBLIMH MOA-
BECKaMH, KOJIBIXaIOIUMHCH Ha HHUX; TaM OblH NATH(HYTOBbIE CTaTyH
NaBHO 3abbITbIX GOroB, cepeGpsiHble, ¢ M3YMPYIHBIMH TIJa3aMu; Obliau
KOJIbUYTH, CTaJbHbIE C 30J10TOH Haceukoi 1 ¢ 6axpoMoli H3 MoYepHeBlIero
MeJIKOrO KeMuyra; TaM OblJIH 1iJeMbl ¢ Tpe6HSIMH, yCessHHBIMH PyOHHAMH
uBeTa rojy6GHHOH KPOBH; TaM ObIH JlaKHPOBaHHble LUMTbI M3 NaHUKUPS
yepenaxu H KOXXH HOCOpPOTra, OKOBaHHble YeDBOHHBIM 30JI0TOM, C H3yMpy-
JaMH Mo KpasiM; oxankd caleJib, KHHXKAJOB MU OXOTHHYBMX HOXeH ¢
aJIMasHbIMH PYKOSITKAMH; 30J10Thle YalllH H KOBLIM W [EPEHOCHbIe anTapH,
HMKOrJla He BHJeEBlUHe NHEBHOro CBeTa; He(ppHUTOBBIE Yallk H OpacyeThl;
KaJAHJbHHUD, rpe6HH, COCYbl AJsT NYyXOB, XHbl 1 CYPbMbI, BC€ YEKAHHOTO
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30J10T@; MHOXECTBO KoJiell JJsi Hoca, obpydeil, mepcTHed H TMOSICOB;
nosica B ceMb MaJjblieB LUHPUHON H3 FpaHEHbIX aJMa30B H PYyOHHOB H
JlepeBsIHHBIC LWIKATYJKH, TPHXKAbB OKOBAHHBIE XKeJjle30M, AePEBO KOTOPbIX
pacnajoch B Ipax M OCTAJIHCh TPY[bl ONAJIOB, KOLIa4bero rjasa, candu-
poB, pyOHHOB, GPHJIbSHTOB, H3YMPYAOB H FpPaHaTOB.

Besas xo6pa 6ulna npaBa: HHKAKUMH JIeHbraMH HeJib3sl OblJ10 OLEHHTD
TaKoe COKPOBHIIle — IJIOABl MHOTHX CTOJIETHI BOIiHbI, rpabexxefl, TOProB-
Ju u nobopos. OpHUM MOHeTaM He OBbLJO LEHb, He TOBOpPS yXKe O
JIparolleHHBIX KaMHSIX; 30j0Ta U cepebpa TyT Oblio He MeHblle JBYXCOT
HJIH TPEXCOT TOHH YHCTBIM BECOM.

Ho Mayrau, pasymcercs, He MOHsSIJ, 4TO 3HAyaT 3TH Beliu. Hoxu
3aHHTEpecoBaJ/l €ro HEMHOXKO, HO OHH OBbLJIH He Tak YHOGHHI, KaK ero
coOCTBEHHBIH HOX, U NOTOMY OH HX 6pocuJi. HakoHel oH oTbIcKas He4ToO
B CaMOM JieJe MNJeHHTelbHOe, JexaBllee Mepej CJOHOBHIM CEeLJIOM,
noJly3apbiTeiM B MOHeTax. D10 Gbl1 ABYX(YTOBBIH aHKac, HiaH 6OAHIIO
IUIS1 CJIOHOB, NMOXOXKHKH Ha MaJieHbKUH Jlofounbll 6arop. Ha ero Bepxyiike
CHJIe]1 KpPYTJibiii cBepKaloui pyOHH, a BOCbMHAIOHMOBOH JJIHHBI PydKa
6bl1a cnJollb yKpalleHa HelHdOBaHHOH 6uUpIO30H, TaK 4YTO JepKaTb
ee OblJI0 oueHb yno6Ho. Huxe 6blii HehpuTOBBIE 06010K, @ KPYTOM Hero
uiesl y30p H3 LBETOB, TOJIbKO JIUCTbS ObUIH H3YMpYJHbie, & LBEThl —
pyOuHBI, BllelaHHble B NMPOXJajaHbill 3esenblii KaMenb. OcTanbHasi yacTb
PY4KH OblJa M3 YHCTOH CJIOHOBOH KOCTH, @ CaMbli KOHeL — OCTPHE H
KpIOK — OblJl cTaJIbHOM, ¢ 30J10TOH HaceuyKoil, H3o6paxasillel 0XOTy Ha
cnoHoB. KapTuHKY u nyieHnaun Mayriu, KOTOpHH YBHIeJ, YTO OHH H30-
6paxkaloT ero apyra XaTxu.

besniast xo6pa cienoBasa 3a HUM MO NATAM.

— Pa3sse He crTouT oTnaTh XKH3HBb 32 TO, YTOOH 3TO YBHIETb? —
cka3zana oHa.— [IpaBna, s oka3zana Te6e BeJHKYI0O MHJIOCTh?

— 1 ne nouumalo,— orsetus Mayran.— OHH Bce TBepIble H XOJIOA-
Hble ¥ coBceM He roasitcs Aas enbl. Ho BOT 3T0,— OH mopHsan aHkac,—
51 XOTeJ1 Gbl YHeCTH ¢ co60#, 4TOObI pa3rasieTb Npu cosHue. Thl roBopHILb,
4TO 3TO BCe TBoe. Tak mojpapu 3ToO MHe, a i npHHecy Te6Ge JATyLIeK AJS
elpl.

Benas kob6pa Bcs 3aTpsiciiach OT 3JJOGHOH pPaloOCTH.

— KoneuHo, 51 nojnapio 310 Te6e,— cka3aJsa ona.— Bce, uTo 31ech
ecTb, 1 Japio Tebe — 0 TexX MNop, NMokKa Thl He yHJellb.

— Ho g yxoxy cefiuac. 3nech TeMHO H XOJIOJHO, a f XOUy YHeCTH
3Ty KOJIIOUYIO IUTYKY ¢ cO60H B JKYHIJIH.

— Barasinn ce6e moj Horu! Uro Tam Jexur?

Mayran nopo6paJg uto-To Gejioe U raajpkoe.

— YesioBeunii uepen,— ckasaJ OH paBHOAYIIHO.— A BOT u elue 1Ba.

— MHoro Jier Ha3al 3TH JIIOAH NPHIIIH, YTOGbl yHECTH COKPOBHIILE.
5l noroBopusa ¢ HMUMH B TEMHOTE, H OHH YCIIOKOHMJIHCb.

— Ho pa3Be MHe HyXXHO uTO-HHOYAb M3 TOro, 4TO Thl Ha3blBaellb
coxkpoBHilleM? Ecau Tbl 103BOMUIIL MHE YHECTH aHkac, 310 Oyner
no6pasi oxora. Ecin Her, Bce paBHO 3T0 Oynmer noGpasi oxora. §I He
Bpaxaylo ¢ slnosuteiMm Haponom, a xpome Toro, 51 3nat0 3aBetHoe C/10BO
TBOEro MJjeMeHH.

— 3nech Toabko onHo 3asetHoe Ciyoso, u 310 CioBo — Moe!
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Kaa meTHyJicsi Bnepej, CBEPKHYB rjla3aMu:

— Ko npocus MeHsi NPUBECTH YesoBeKa?

— $I, KoHeuyHo,— mpolllejectena crapasi Kobpa.— JlaBHO yxe He
BHJleJla YeJoBeKa, a 3TOT Ye/JOBeK TFOBODHT NO-HallleMy.

— Ho o Tom, uto6ul ybuBaTh, He GbiJIO yroBopa. Kak e si BepHyCh
B JXKYHIVIH MU pacckaxy, 4TO OTBeJ ero Ha CMepThb?

— 9§ u He yObio ero paHblile BpeMeHH. A ecsin TeGe Hamo YHTH, BOH
apipa B crene. [lomosuu-ka tenepn, XHpHbIH ybOuiina obe3bsin! Crout
MHE KOCHYTbCSl TBOEH LeH, U JUKYHIJIH Tebs GoJblie He yBuaaT. Hukoraa
eie 4ejoBeK He yxonua orciona KusbiM. I Ctpax Cokposuut B Khs-
)eckoM ropoje!

— Ho roeopsit TeGe, Thl, Genblil HOUHOH UePBSK, 4TO HeT GoJiblle HH
KHs1351, Hu ropona! Bokpyr Hac OZHH TOJBKO JKYHIJIM!— BOCKJIHK-
Hya Kaa.

— A cokpoBuule ectb. Ho BoT uTo moxkHO cienats. He yxonu elue,
Kaa,— nocmotpuiub, Kak Gypner 6eraTh MaJbuuK. 3pecb ecTb riae MO-
oxoTHTbcs. )Ku3Hb xopolla, maJbuuk! [loGerall B3am u Bnepes, no-
pe3BHChb!

Mayriu crnokoifHO noJioXuJs pyky Ha rojoBy Kaa.

-— Ora Gesnasa TBapb A0 CHX NOp BHIeNa TOJbKO JIOAeH H3 4YeJo-
Beubeil crau. MeHsi oHa He 3HaeT,— npowenrtan oH.— Ouna cama
Hanpocusach Ha oxoty. Ilyctb nonyuaer!

Mayrau crosiy, nepxKa B pyKax aHkac ocTpHeM BHH3. OH O6BICTPO
MEeTHYJl aHKacC, M TOT ynaJ HaHCKOCb, KaK pa3 3a KJI0GykoM GoJbluoH
3MeH, MPHTBO3AMB ee K 3emye. B MrHoBeHbe OKa ynaB Hajier Bcel TA-
XKeCcTbl0 Ha H3BHBAaloLleecs TesJo KOOpbl, NPHXKAB ero oT KJobyka .0
xBocta. Kpacuble riasa Ko6pbl ropejid, U rojoBa Ha cBOGOAHOH Liee
GellleHO MoTaJlach BINPaBO H BJIEBO.

— Y6eilt ee!l— ckazan Kaa, Buas, uto Mayrau Gepercsl 3a HOXK.

— Her,— cka3zan Mayran, pocraBas HOX,— GoJjibllle s He XO4y
y6uBaThb, pasBe TONbKO Aas nuud. [lTocmorpu cam, Kaa!

OH cxBaTua KOOpY NOHHKe K10OyKa, pacKkpbll €l poT jie3BUeM HOXKa
U N0KasaJl, 4To CTpalllHble S0BUTLIE 3yObl B BEPXHEH UeMI0CTH MOYepHeIH
U BBIKpOWIKJHCh. Denasg kKo6pa nepexxuia cBOH s, KaK 3TO GbiBaer
CO 3MEeAMH.

— Txynrx (Taunas Konopa),— ckaszan Mayrau u, crenaB Kaa
3HaK OTCTPAHHTbCS, BLIAEPHYJ aHKac H3 3eMJH u ocBoGoaus 6enyro
KOOpYy.

— KHsixkeckoMy COKpPOBHILY HYXE€H HOBBIH CTpa,— CcKasaJ OH
cypoBo.— TxyHTX, Thl onaoluana. [lo6eraii B3al W Brepej, Nope3BHUCD,
I'nunas Kosopa!

— MtHe cThHO! Y6elt meHsi!— npouunena 6enas koGpa.

— CanwkoM MHoro Gbljio pa3roBopoB npo y6uiicto. Tenepb Mbl
yiineM. 5 Bo3bMy 3Ty KoJilouyio IITYyKy, TXyHTX, NOTOMYy 4TO s jApaJjicA
U opoJen Tebs.

— Cwmotpu, yT06 OHA He yOusia Te6Gsl B KOHLUE KOHLOB. TO CMepTh!
[TomHn, 3T0 cMepTh! B Hell 10BO/MBHO cHJBL, YTOOB yGUTH BCexX JiojeH
B MoeM ropose. Henonro Tel ynepxuiub ee, Uesosek u3 Jxyuraef,
WJIH TOT, KTO OTHHMeT ee y Tebs. Panu Hee 6ynyt y6uBatb, y6uBaTh H
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y6uBath! Mosi cHsia HCCAK/IA, 3aTO KOJIIOYKA cllesiaeT Moe faeJo. ITo
cmepth! D10 cmepTh! 3TO CcMepTh!

Mayrann BhiGpasica uepe3 Jblpy B MNOA3eMHBIM Kopuaop H, obep-
HYBILUHCb, YBHJEJ, Kak 6esnas Ko6pa sipOCTHO KycaeT MOTePABLINMH CHITY
3y6aMH HeNoABH)XXHble JIHUA 30JI0TBIX HIOJIOB, JIeXallUX Ha Moay, W
IIHIHT:

— 310 cmepTh!

Mayraun u Kaa Gplau pazabl, 4TO CHOBa BeIOpa/iHCh Ha JHEBHOH CBeT.

Kak TosbKO OHHM OUYTHJIMCb B DOAHBIX [DKYHIVIIX M aHKac B pykax
MaJibuMKa 3acBepKaJsJ Ha YTPEHHEM COJIHUe, OH IMOYYBCTBOBAJ IOUTH
TAKYI0 e pafoCTb, KaK ecju 6 Hallles NMy4OK HOBBIX LBETOB, AJSA TOFO
4ToObl BOTKHYTb HX ce6e B BOJIOCHI.

— 3t0 dpye rna3 Barupsl,— cka3aj OH, ¢ BOCXHILEHHEM noBopa-
uyBas py6uH.— $1 nokaxy eil 3ty wTtykKy. Ho 4ro xorena ckasaTeb
I'nnnas Konoga cBOMMH ClOBaMH O CMepTH?

— He 3nal0. MHe 10 KOHYMKa XBOCTa OOHAHO, YTO OHa He MONpO-
6oBaJia TBoero Hoxa. Beerpna B XosonHeix Bepaorax Tautcst Kakasi-Hubyab
Gena — ¥ Ha 3emJje H noj 3emJedl... A Tenepb 51 Xouy ecTb. Thl nooxo-
THLIBCA BMECTE CO MHOH HbIHUe Ha 3ape?— ckasaJa Kaa.

— Her, nano noxasatb 31y wtyky Barupe. J1o6poli oxorsi!

Mayran npunjsicbiBan Ha Gery, pasmaxuBasi GOJIbIUMM aHKacoM, H
OCTaHaB/HBaJiC BpeMs OT BpeMeHH, UTOOB MONIOGOBATBCS HA Hero.
JloOpaBlllnCch HAKOHEL [0 TeX MeCT B JXKYHIVISIX, Iie OTAbIXala OOblYHO
Barupa, ox Hawesn ee y BOZONOS, MOCJe OXOTbl Ha KPYNHOTG 3Beps.
Mayraiu ctay pacckaspiBaTh el 060 Bcex CBOUX NPHUKJIOUEHHSIX, a Barupa
caywaja M BpeMs OT BpeMeHH oOOHIOxuBasa aHkac. Korpa Mayran
Jollen A0 nocaeiHux caoB Genod kob6pel, Barupa opoOpuTebHO 3a-
MypJblKasa:

— 3nauut, DBenwi#t Kao6yk rosopusn npaBay?— XKHBO CHPOCHJ
Mayrau.

— 51 ponunace B KHSIXKECKOM 3BepHHUe B YJaHnype H, Kaxercs,
3HaI0 Koe-uTo o 4esioBeke. MHorue Joau youau 6bl TPHXKAB B HOUb PaiH
OJIHOTO 3TOr0 KPAacHOrO KaMHs.

— Ho ot xaMHs pyuKy ToJbKO Tsixediee JepxaTb. Mol Grectsiuui
HOXXHMK ropasmo Jyulle, W — cJyllad!— KpacHbll KaMeHb He TOAHMTCA
aas enbl. Tak ajs uyero ke y6uBaTth?

— Mayrad, ctynail cnath. Thl XHJ cpeid Jiojed, H...

— 41 nommuo. Jliogu y6GHBalOT, MOTOMY UTO He OXOTATCS,— OT Ges-
nenbsl W panu 3ab6aBbl. [lpocHuch e, Barupa! [dna uero cienana srta
KoJilo4asi WTyKa?

Barupa npuoTKpba COHHBIE T71a3a, H B HHX CBEpPKHyJa JyKaBad
HCKOpKa.

— Ee cuenanu mogu gas Toro, 4roGbl KOJOTh TOJIOBY CBIHOBBSIM
Xatxu. §1 Bumena Takue Ha ysnuuax Ypalinypa nepep 3BepuHueM. JTa
Belllb OTBejlajla KPOBH MHOTHX TakKHX, Kak XaTXH.

— Ho 3a4em e KosOTb €10 roJIOBBI CJIOHOB?

— 3aremM, uToGbl HayuuTb UX 3akoHy UesoBeka. Y Jojed HeT HH
KOrTeH, HH 3yGOB, OTTOrO OHH H /€J1al0T BOT TaKHe LUTYKH H Jaxe XyXe.

— Ecuau 6bl 51 370 3HaJ, TO He B34J Gbl ero. J1 He Xouy ero GoJbuie.
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Ankac nosietes, cBepKasl, W 3aphUJICS B 3eMJil0 B NATHIECATH Liarax
OT HHUX, CPEIH AepPeBbeB.

— Tenepp 1 O4UMCTHJ MOH pPYKH OT CMepTH,— cKasaj Mayray,
BLITHpAsl PYKH O CBEXYIO BJaXKHyl 3emao.-— Besas koGpa rosopuia,
uTO cMepTh OylleT XonHTh 3a MHOH no nsitaM. Oxa coctapuJace, noesena
W BBDKHJA U3 yMa.

— CMepTb WJH KH3Hb, fIOUCpPHESa WK nobenena, a A NOHAY cnaTh,
Manenbkuil Bpat. §1 He MOry OXoTHTBbCS BCIO HOYUb M BHITh BeCh J€Hb,
KaK JApyrue.

Barupa 3Hasa yno6GHoe JIOTOBO B IBYX MUJISIX OT BOJAGIIOS M CTNPaBH-
Jack Tyaa oTaeixaTb. Mayrin Heposro aymasi saGpaJicsi Ha JepeBo,
CBfI3aB BMecCTe JBe-TPH JIHaHbl, H TOPa3lo CKOpee, YeM MOXKHO GO 3TOM
pacckasaTtb, KauaJjcs B raMake B NATHAECATH Pyrax Haj 3emJelo. XoTd
Mayrau He 6osiics IpKOro HEBHOIO CBETA, OH BCe XKe CALA0BaJ 0GblYal0
CBOMX [py3cil W cTapajca KakK MOXXHO MeHblie ObiBaTb Ha COJIHLE.
Korna ero pa3fyaunu rpoMkue roJoca obOuTatesnelk nepeBbeB, OLLIH
ONSAITb CYMEPKH, H BO CHe €My CHHJHCb Teé KDacHBbIE KaMelIKH, UYTO
OH BBLIGPOCHJI.

— XoTb MOIJSI?KY HAa HHX ellle pas,— CKa3a.J OH M CHYCTHJCH IO
JHaHe Ha 3eMJ0.

Ho Barupa onepenuna ero: Mayriin 6bJI0 CJBIILHO, KaK OHA OGHIOXH-
BaeT 3eMJII0 B NoJyMpake.

— A rae xc KoJiouasi WITyKa?— BOCKJIHKHYJ Mayrau.

— Ee B3sin yenoBek. Bor u cien.

— Tenepp Mbl YBHAMM, NpaBAy JH TOBopHJia Gesas kobpa. Ecau
KoJllouasi TBapb M BINpaBAy CMepTb, 3TOT uesJoBek ymper. [loiizem no
cneny.

— CHauana nooxoTuMcs,— cKasaJja barupa,— Ha nycTol XKeayaok
rJaasa njaoxo BHAAT. JIIOAM ABUraloTcsl OYeHb MEMJIEHHO, a B JXKYHIJSAX
TaK ChIpO, YTO CaMbifl JerKHH cJell NPOAePXKUTCH J0JTO.

Ouu noctapasinch MOKOHUHTL € OXOTOH KaK MOXHO CKOpee, H BCe Xe
IPOLLIO MNOYTH TPH 4aca, NpexJe 4eM OHH KaesuCh, HAMUJIUChL U MOULIH
no caeny. Hapon IlxxyHrieil 3HaeT, YTo TOPOIUTbCS BO BpeMs elbl He
caejlyeT, MOTOMY YTO YNYHIEHHOrO He BepHellb.

— Kak Tbl aymaeuns, KoJjwodas TBapb ofepHeTcss B pyKax uyesoBeKa
H y6ver ero?— cupocus Mayrau.— Benas ko6pa rosopusaa, 4ToO 3TO
CMepTb.

-— YBUAMM, KOTAa NOTOHHM,— cKa3ana barnpa. Oua 6exaJa poicblo,
HarHyB rojoBy.— CJsiesl OLHHOYHbIH (OHA XOTeslla cKa3aTb, UTO YeJIOBEK
OblJl OIMH), M OT THAXKeJOH HOLIM MATKa yWJaa ryGoKo B 3eMJIO.

— I'm! 10 sicHO, KaK JeTHA MOJNHHS,— OTBeTHJ Mayriu.

M onu uomyanuce no cjenam ABYX GOCBIX HOT ObICTPOH poichlo,
nonajasi To BO TbMY, TO B IIOJOCH JIYHHOTO CBeTa.

— Tenepb oH 6exHT OLICTPO,— cKa3dajd MayrJjin,— naJblibl pacTOMNbi-
perbl.— OHH GexkaJsu naJblile 1Mo CHIPOH HH3HHe.— A nouyeMy 31echb OH
CBEpHYJ B CTOPOHY?

— Tlorogn!— cka3zana Barupa H OIHHM BEJIMKOJENHbIM HPHI)KKOM
nepemMaxHyJja yepes JyxKamky.

[TepBoe, 4TO HYXKHO CcHeNaTb, KOrja CJef CTAHOBHTCH HEIOHSATHBLIM,
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3TO IPBITHYTH Brepel, 4ToObl He OCTaBJSITh MyTaHbIX CJAENO0B HA 3¢miie.
IMocne npoixkka barupa nosepHysach K Mayriay W KpHKHyJa:

— 3zech BTOPOH cjef HAeT eMy HaBcTpeuy. Ha 3ToM BrOpoM caeny
HOra MeHblile H NaJjblbl NCAXKATH.

Mayrny nonbexan u nocMorpe.

— IT0 HOra OXOTHHKA-TOHJA,— CKa3aJs ou.— [siau! 3aech o npo-
TallUJ CBOH NYK Mo Tpase. Bor nodemy nepsalit caen csepﬂyn B CTOPOHY.
bBoaswas Hora npartanace or Maunetbkoit Horu.

— Jla, pepHo,— ckasana barupa.— Tenepn, uroGH He HacTynaTb
IPYr APYTY 1@ CJe/bl H He 11yTaThCsl, BO3bMEM KaKAKH 110 OJHOMY Cieny.
S1 6yny bBoabinas Hora, Maneubknit Bpat, a Tei — Manenbkas Hora.

bBariipa nepenpmirHy/na Ha nepBblil caen, a Mayrak HarsmyJjcsi, pas-
NISABIBAS CTPAHHbIE CJaefbl HOT ¢ MONKAaTbIMH NMaJibLaMy.

- BoTt,— cka3ana barupa, war 3a waromM npoJBUrasicb Brepej INno
nenouke cjaenos,— s, boaewass Hora, cpopauxbaio 3iech B CTOPOHY.
Bot s npsdych 3a ckaay M CTOIO TUXO, He CMesl NepecTYlHTb C EOTH Ha
Hory. T'osopu, uto y Te6s1, Manenbkuit bpar.

—— Bot 1, Manenskasi Hora, noaxoxy K ckajie,— roscpusa Mayramy,
uis no cieay.— BoT o caxych 1o cKasoi, onupasicb Ha NpaBylO PYKY,
W CTaB/I0 CBOW JYK MexAy OojblinMu majblamu Hor. $1 xXKay mouro,
H MOTOMY MOH HOIH OCTaBJISIIOT 3[€Ch IVIYOOKHI OTMeYyaToK.

— 5 roxe,— cka3ana Barupa, cnpstaBuuce 3a ckanoid.— 5 xny,
NOCTasHB KOJIOUKY OCTPBIM KOHUOM Ha KaMeHb. OHa CKOJIb3HT: HA KaMHe
octajiach napanuna. Ckaxu, yto y tebs, Maneubkuii Bpart.

-- OpHa-iBe BeTKH M OGOJDLLIOH CY4OK CJIOMaHBl 3JieCb,— CKa3al
Mazyran wenotom.— A kak pacckaszatb BoT 3T0? A! Temepp HOHSJI.
51, Manennkas Hora, yXoxy ¢ wyMom U TonotoM, 4to6ul Boasinas Hora
ciplllania MeHs.

Mayray mar 3a waroM OTXOJMJ OT CKaJIbl, MPsi4ach MeXy AepeBbAMHU
H MOBbIWIAA TOJOC, MO MepPe TOTo Kak NpHOJHIKaJICA K MajeHbKOMY
ROAOCTIANY.

— 1 — oTX0Xy — ganekc —- TyAa,— rjge — IyMm — Bojolaga —
3arJyluaeT — MOM — lIard,— M 31ecb — s — XKAy. ['oBopH, 4TO y Tebs,
Barupa, boapwast Hora!

ITaHTepa MeTasach BO BCe CTOPOHBI, DPasrJsiikiBasi, Kyla Bener
oTne4yaToK GoJibLIOH HOTH M3-3a cKajol. [lotom mojana rosoc:

— Sl noasy wus-3a ckanbl HA ueTBepeHbKax M Tally 3a cobo#
KoJwouylo TBapb. He Buasi uHkoro, s1 6pocatoch Gexkatb. 91, Bosnlias
Hora, 6Gery O6bvictpo. [lytp sicho Bujgen. Mpem Kaxabli 1o cBoeMy
cacny. S Gery!

barupa noMmyanact no sCHO BHAMMOMY cjely, a Mayryu no6exaJ
no cjeidy OXOTHHKa. lla Bpemst B MKYHIJISIX HAacTynHJIC MoJiuaHHe.

— [ne o, Manenbkan Hora?— oknuxkuyna Barupa.

l'onoc Mayrsiu oTo3BaJics B NSITHAECSTH larax crnpasa.

— I'm!— npousnecsia Barupa, rayxo kawnssg.— O6a onu OGeryt
60K 0 60K M cxomsiTcs Bce Giuxke!

Oni npobekanu ellle € NOJMHJH, OCTaBasicb Ha TOM »Ke pac-
CTOSIHUH, Nnoka Mayrin, KoTopblii He npurubancst Tak HU3KO K 3emJe,
He KPHKHYJI:
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— Onu cownncs! Jo6poit oxotsl! CmoTpu-kKa! Tyt crosina Manens-
kass Hora, onupasicb KoseHoM Ha KameHb, a TaM — Bosbliasi Hora.

Menblle YeM B [ecsTH luarax OT HHUX, PACTSHYBIUHCb Ha TIpsije
KaMHeH, JlexkaJlo Teslo KpecThbsIHHHA 3AellHHX MecT. ToHKas, onepeHHasi
cTpeJla OXOTHHKA-TOHJA NPOH3HJIa €My HAacKBO3b CIHHY W TPY.b.

— Tak Jin yXX oapsixsiesa H BbDKUJA U3 yMa Genasi Ko6pa?— MSTKO
cnpocuja barupa.— Bort, no kpaiineil mepe, oiHa CMepTh.

— MWpem panwvlie. A rie e Ta, 4TO NbeT CJOHOBBIO KPOBb,— €
KpacHorsa3sasl KoJwouka? .

— Mozxet 6bITb, y Maniedbkoit Horu. Tenepnb cyie; oniTh OAHHOYHBIH.

OnHHOKHH clleft IETKOHOTOro YeJioBeKa, OblcTpo GeXxaBIUero ¢ Hollei
Ha JIeBOM mJieye, 1lleJ MO [JHHHOMY TIOJIOrOMY OTKOCY, MopocLieMy
CyXoil TpaBoO#, rie Kaxabii War GblJ1 CIOBHO BBIXK2KEH KaJIeHbIM XKeJle30M.

O6a moJauanu, MokKa cjef He NPHUBEJN HX K 30Jie KOCTpa, YKPBITOro
B OBpare.

— Onstb!— cka3ana bBarupa W oCTaHOBHJIACH, CJIOBHO OKaMEHEB.

Tesno MaJjleHbKOIo CMOPLIEHHOrO OXOTHHKA JiexXaJso NsATKaMH B 30Je,
u Barupa BonpocutesbHo nocmotpena Ha Mayrau.

— 310 caenaHo 6aMOGyKoBoOH maJjkoil,— ckasaj Mayriu, B3IJISIHYB
Ha TeJo.— ¥ MeHsl Toxe Oblja TaKasi, KOIaa s CAYXKHJ uejoBeubel
crae u nac 6yiBosioB. Mate Ko6p — MHe »KaJib, UTO $1 NMOCMESIJICH Ha
Hel,— 3HaeT 3Ty Nopony, # 1 Mor 6bl 06 3TOM joranatbes. Pa3sBe s1 He
rOBOpHJI, 4TO JIIOAH yOUBalOT oT Ge3penba?

— IlpaBo ke, ero y6uau pamd KpacHbIX H TOJYyObIX KamHeH,—
oTrBeTHaa bBarupa.— He 3a6yab, 4To s1 Obljla B KHSXKECKOM 3BepPHHLE
B Ynpaiinype.

— Opun, nBa, TpH, 4YeThipe cJeja,— ckasaa Mayrid, Haru6asich
HaJ nensom koctpa.— YeToipe caena o6yTeix jwoged. OHH XOAAT He Tak
6LICTPO, KaK OXOTHHUKH-TOHAH. Hy uTo Xymoro cpenas UM MaJseHbKHH
JlecHol uesioBeK? (CMOTPH, OHM pasroBapHBaji BCe BNATEPOM, CTOA
BOKPYI KoCTpa, npexjie udem y6usu ero. Barupa, ugem obpartHo. Ha
XKeJyJlKe y MeHsl TSIXKeJso, M, OfIHAKO, OH cKaueT TO BBepX, TO BHM3, Kak
rHe3/l0 HBOJTH Ha KOHULE BETKH.

— Ilnoxasi oxora — ynyckath no6biuy. Mpuem 3a numMu!— ckasasna
naHrepa.— JTH BoceMb OOYTbIX HOT' He[asleKo YLIJIH.

Ouu Gexxaju pesblil yac MoJiua Mo LIMPOKOH Tpome, MPOTONTAHHOH
4eTbipbMsl OGYTHIMH JIIOABMH.

¥YKe nacras siCHBI Xapkuil jgeHb, u Barupa ckasasa:

— $1 uyio peIM.

— Jlionn Bcerna oxorHee ensit, 4eM OeraloT,— oTBeTHJ Mayrauy,
TO CKpBIBAsiChb, TO MOKa3biBasiCh CpPelH HEBBICOKHX KYCTapHHKOB, rje
OHH Tenepb pBICKANH, OOXOAS HE3HAKOMbIE JKYHIJIH.

Barupa, cieBa ot Mayr/iu, u3gajna Kakoi-To CTPAHHBIH 3BYK IOPJIOM.

— BoT 3toT nokonunsn ¢ enoii!— ckasana ona.

CMATBIH BOpPOX MECTPOH OJEXIbl JiexaJ 10J KyCTOM, 8 BOKPYT Hero
Oblna pacchilaHa MyKa.

— Toxe cnenanHo Gam6ykoso#l nasnkod. I'msanu! Benbrit nopoiuok —
9TO TO, UTO eAAT JoAu. OHH OTHAJH NO6BIMY Y 3TOro, OH HeC HX MUULY —
¥ oTJald ero B n06bl4y Kopulyny YHiio.

90



— 3710 yxXe Tpetuil,— ckasasa Barupa.

«$l orHecy cBeXHX KpPymHbIX Jjsiryuiek Martepn Kobp u Hakopmiio
ee Jl0 oTBaja,— cKaszas ce6e Mayran.— DTOT KpoBonuiilla — cama
CwmepTh, M BCe e 51 HUYEro He MOHHMaW0!»

— MWapem no caeny!— ckasana Barupa.

OHu He mpoILIM M MOJYMHJH, Kak ycasllianu BopoHa Kaya, pac-
neasilero IlecHio CMepTH Ha BeplUMHE TaMapHcKa, B TEHH KOTOPOro
Jgexano Ttpoe Jofeil. Ilosynotyxuiuii KocTep AbIMHJICA B cepefHHe
Kpyra, noj, 4yryHHo# CKOBOPOJKOH ¢ NovepHeBlleH W o6ropeol npecHoH
Jeneuikoil. Boasie KocTpa, cBepkasi Ha COJIHLE, Jiexana 6HpI030B0-pyOHHO-
BHIl aHKac.

— Jra TBapb paboTaeT GbICTPO: BCE KOHYaeTcsl 3[ech,— cKasaJja
Barupa.— Otuero ouu ymepsn, Mayriu? Hu Ha KOM H3 HUX HET HH
3HaKa, HH CCaJHHBl.

JKutesb pKyHrell Mo onelTYy 3HAET O SIJOBHTHIX PACTEHHAAX H Arofax
He MeHbllle, yeM MHOrHe Bpaud. MayrjH NOHIOXaJ AbIM Hal KOCTPOM,
OTJIOMHJ/I KyCOUY€K MoyepHeBlleH JienellKH, nonpoGoBaJs ee W CIJIOHYJI.

— $l6noko CwmepTH,— 3akawuasiica oH.— [lepBefi M3 HHX, HOJXK-
HO GbLITh, MOJIOXKHJI €To B MULLY AJIS TeX, KoTopble yOuJn ero, yOuB cHayaJga
OXOTHHKA.

— Ho6past oxora, npaBo! Opasa pobblua cjepyer 3a apyroi! —
ckasaja barupa.

«5160k0 CMepTH» — TaK Ha3blBaeTcs B JUKYHIIAX AypMaH, caMblii
cHJIbHBIH A1 Bo BceH Muaum.

— UYro xe OynmerT pasblie?— ckasasna naHtepa.— Heyxesn u wmbl
c To6O# yMepTBMM ApYr Apyra HM3-3a 3TOr0 KPaCHOI/Ia30ro yOUHLbI?

— Pa3Be 3Ta TBapb yMeeT TOBOPHTbP?— crpocus Mayrin uieno-
ToM.— YTo mJjioxoro si el cpenas, korna BoiGpocusn? Ham asoum oHa
He TOBPEAHT, MOTOMY YTO MbI He roHumcsl 3a HeH. Ecin ee octaBuTb
3JleCb, OHa, KOHeYHO, CTaHeT yGuBaTh JIIOAeH OQHOrO 3a JPYyTrUM TakK Xe
6hicTpO, KaK majgaloT opexu B Oypio. $I He Xouy, uToOHl JIIOAH YMHpaJH
Mo LecTepo B HOYb.

— UYro 3a Gena? 1o ke ToJbKO Jiogu. OHM camu yGHBaJH Ipyr
apyra — ¥ OBLIH OYeHb JOBOJIbHBI,— cKa3ana Barupa.

— Ho Bce-TakM oHH ellle UIEHKH, a LIEHOK TOTOB YTOMNHTHCS,
Julib OBl yKyCHTb JyHy B Boje. $I BHHOBaT,— cKkasal Mayrau,—
ropopsl Tak, Kak OyAaTo 3Halo Bce Ha cBeTe. Hukoraa GoJibiie He NpPH-
HeCy B JUKYHIVIM TO, Yero He 3Haio, XoTA Obl OHO ObLJIO KpaCHBO, KakK
1BETOK. DT0,— OH ObICTPbIM ABHXKEHHEM CXBaTHJ aHKac,— OTHPaBHTCHA
obpatHo K Ilpaponurenvruile Ko6p. Ho cHauana Ham Hafo BbICOATHCH,
a Mbl He MOXeM Jieub pSJOM C 3THMH cnsulumu. Kpome TOro, Ham
HY>XHO 3apbiTh 3Ty TBapb, YTOObl OHa He yGexaJsa W He yOuaa eule
inectepblX. Buipoli simy BOH NOA TeM A€pEBOM.

— Ho, Maneunbkuii Bpat,— ckaszana barupa, noaxoms kK nepe-
By,— rosopio tebe, uTo KpoBomnuiilla He BHHOBaT. Bce neno B J0AsX.

— 3rto Bce paBHO,— CKasaJ Mayriu.— Beipoii simy mnoray6xe.
Korpna mbl BHCOHMCS, 1 BO3bMY €ro H oTHecy oOpaTHO.

Ha tperbio Houb, Korpa 6Genast koOpa cuiesa, ropiosi Bo Mpake
noasemesibsi, MPHCTBIXKeHHasi, 06oGpaHHass H OfWHOKasi, OMPIO30BbHIH
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aHKac BJieTeJl B MpPOJIOM CTeHBl M 3a3BeHes, yNapHBILHUCb O 30JI0Tbie
MOHETBI, YCTH/IaBLINE MOJI.

— Marb Kobp,— ckazan Mayriu (M3 OCTOPOKHOCTH OH OCTaJICA
no Ty CTOPOHY CTeHbl),— N06yAb ceGe MOJIONYIO, MOJHYIO sila 3Melo
TBOEro IJieMeHH, YToObl OHAa NoMoraja tebe CTepeub KHSXKECKHe COKpO-
BHULAa U UYTOOBI HH OIHH YesJOBeK GoJiblie He BBILIEJ OTCIOfA XKHBBIM.

— Ax-xa! 3uHauuT, oH BepHyJscsi. $I roBopusa, 4TO 3TO CMepTh!
Kak e BbllIJIO, UTO Thl ellle XXHB?—- Mpoluejsecteja crapasi kobpa,
J060BHO 0GBHBASICh BOKPYT PYyYKH aHKaca.

— Kusinycp 6yHiBoJioM, KOTOpbIH BBIKYIMJ MeHS, § M caM He 3Halo!
dra TBapb ybuja liecTepbiXx 3a oAHy Houb. He Bbinyckaii ee GoJjbiue!

IAUKHUE COBAKH

Camoe npusiTHoe BpeMsl »KH3HH HauaJjoch AJs Mayrju nocje toro,
KaK OH HamycTHN Ha AepeBHIO JKYyHrH. CoBecTh y Hero 6biia CHOKOHHA,
KaK M cjellyeT MocJie yiiaThl CNpPaBeAJIMBOTO [0Jra, M BCe IDKYHIIH
6blJIH ¢ HHM B ApYy>K6e, MOTOMY YTO BCe AXKYHIK ero Gosiiuck. M3 Toro,
4TO OH BHJeJ, CJbILIAJ W [efaJj, CTPAHCTBYSl OT OJHOro Hapoja K Jpy-
rOMY CO CBOWMH YeTbIPbMsl CITYTHHKAaMH HJIH 6e3 HHX, BHILJIO Obl MHOTOE
MHOKEeCTBO pacCKasoB, U KAXKAbIH pacckas Obla 6bl He KOpoue 3TOro.
Tak uTo BaM He NpuieTcs yCJaHlIaTh O TOM, Kak OH crnaccs ot Gelle-
HOTO cJloHa W3 ManJbl, KOTOPLIH y6HJ ABajaLaTh ABa OyiiBoJia, TalllWB-
UIHX B Ka3HaueHCTBE OAHMHHA/LATb BO30B cepebpa, W pPacCIBHIPAN 10O
NblIbHOH Jopore OJiecTsiliMe PYNHH; KaK OH OHWJICA JOJATOH HOUBIO C
kKpokonusoMm Jl>kakagaoii B GojloTax Ha ceBepe H CjaoMalJ OXOTHHUMI
HOX O ero CHHHHble WMTKH; Kak OH HalleJ cebe HOBbIH HOX, elle
JUIHHHee CcTaporo, Ha uLiee Yy YejoBeKa, yOUTOro AMKHUM KabaHOM; Kak
OH MOTHAaJICA 3a 9TUM KabaHOM U y6HJI ero, IOTOMY YTO HOXK 3TOTO CTOWJI;
Kak Bo Bpems Beaukoro losioga on nmoman B Geryliee ojeHbe CTano
4 elBa He ObN 3ajaBjileH HacMepThb pa3ropsideHHBIMH OJEHSIMH; Kak
OH cnac MonuadbHHKa XaTXH M3 JIOBYEH sIMBI C KOJIOM Ha JIHE; KaK Ha
JApyrod feHb OH caM HONAJCS B XHUTPYIO JIOBYLIKY JJS JednapioB M
Kak XaTX# OCBOGOAMJ €ro, pasjioMaB TOJICTbie [gepeRsiHHbIC OpycChbs;
KaK OH JIOMJl AHKHX GyHBOJIHLL Ha 6oJloTe, Kak...

OpHako nosaraercsi pacckasbiBaTb O yeM-HHOYAb OLHOM.

Oten 1 Matb Bosnku ymepau, u Mayrau, 3aBajiuB ycTbe mnellepbl
6oabliNM KamHeM, npomnej Hanx HuMd [lecuio CwmeptH. bany coscem
olpsixjieJl W elBa ABHraJicsl, u paxke Barupa, y KoTopod HepBbl ObljH
cTajibHble, @ MYCKYJIbl XKeJle3Hble, y2ke He Tak ObicTpo yOuBaia Ao0bidy.

Akena u3 celloro cras MoJOUHO-GessiM, MOXYAE] OT CTapoCTH Tak,
4yTO BHAHBI Oblyid pebpa, M elBa XOIuJ, CJIOBHO [epeBsiHHBbII; AJS HEro
oxoThacsi Mayrau. 3aTo Mojojble BOJKH, AeTH paccesiHHOH CuoHuki-
ckoit Crau, npeycneBaju M MHOXWiaHCh. Korja ux Ha6panock rojos
COPOK, CBOEBOJIbHBIX, TIJIaJIKOHOTHX BOJIKOB-NSITHJIETOK, HE 3HaBIUHX
BOXaKka, AKeJia OCOBETOBAJ MM AEPXKATbCsl BMeCTe, co6m0naTh 3aKoH
M CJayllaTbCsl OJHOTO MpCABOJAUTENs, Kak H nojoGaer CBoGoaHomy
Hapony.
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B stom gene Mayrau He moxkesaj ObITb COBETYMKOM: OH YXKe Ha-
6Hs1 ce6e OCKOMHUHY M 3HaJ, Ha KaKoM JlepeBe PacTyT KHCJbie IJIOMAbI.
Ho korna I1xao, cbi I1xaousl (ero oruom 6bla Cepoiit CaiefonbiT, KOTAa
Akena momuan Cralo), 3aBoeBas Mecto Boxaka CtaH, kKak TOro Tpe-
6yer 3akoH J)KyHryiedl, ¥ CHOBa 3a3Bydyasu MOJi 3Be3faMH cCTapble
NecHH U CcTapble 30Bbl, MayrJn craj xoxuTh Ha Ckany CoBera B naMsiTbh
o npoiyiom U cajuics psigom ¢ Akesoil. To GblI0 Bpemsi YAa4UHOH OXOTbI
U Kpenkoro cHa. HH olHH uUy)>XaK He CMeJ BTOpPraThbCsi BO BJaJeHHs
Hapona Mayrau, kak HasbliBajsach tenepb CTasl; MOJIOJble BOJIKH XKH-
pend M HaOHpasHCh CUJ, H Ha KaXIblii CMOTD BOJIYHULBI TPHBOAHJIH
MHOTO BOJIYAT.

Mayrsin Bcerpa NpPHXOAMJ HAa CMOTP: OH He 3a0bll €lle Ty HOUb,
Korja yepHasi manrepa BBesia B CTaio rojloro cMmyrjoro pe6eHka M oOT
npoTsiKHOTO Kjauua: «CMOTpHTE, CMOTpHTE, O BOJIKH!», ero cepale
6usiocb cTpaHuno W TpeBoXHO. Ecam 6 He 31O, OH yues Ob B
ray6uHy JOKyurae#, ytobbel Tporath H npoboBaTb, BHAETH H CJabillaTh
HOBOE.

Opuax bl B CyMepKH, Korjla oH 6exaJsl He chella yepe3 ropel M Hec
AKkesie MOJIOBHHY YOGHTOTO HM OJIEHSI, @ YETBEPO BOJIKOB TPYCHJHM 3a
HHM pbiCUO/l W B LIYTKy JpaJiiCb H KyBBIPKaJHCb ApYr 4epe3 Jpyra,
panysicb KH3HH, OH yCJbILIAJ BOH, KAaKOro eMy He NPHXOJAHJIOCH CJibl-
wath co Bpemen Illep-Xana. 1o 6blIO TO, YTO B AXKYHIVIIX 30BeTCS
«MXHaJ»,— BOH, KOTOPBIA H3JaeT l1akaJjJ, Korjla OXOTHTCA BMecTe C
TUTPOM HJIH KOTAa HauyuHaercss Gojblias oxota. [lpeactaBbTe cebe
HEHaBHCTb, CMEUIAaHHYI0 C TOPJXECTBOM, CTPaXxoM M OTUAsiHHEM H MPoO-
HH3aHHYIO 4eM-TO BpOJie HaCMeLlKH, H Bbl NOJYUYHTE IIOHSITHE O NXHaJe,
KOTOpBIil pasHocusics Hanl Bailinranro#, moaHuMasice u najgas, Apoxka
M 3amupasi. YeTBepka BOJIKOB OILLETHHMJach M 3aBopyasna. Mayrau
CXBaTHJ/ICS 3a HOX W 3aMep Ha MecTe, CIOBHO OKaMEHEB.

— Hu oaun IlosocaTsii He cMeeT OXOTHTbCS 3JleCh,— CKa3aJj OH
HaKOHeL.

— 910 He kKkpuk [lpensectHyka,— ckasan Cepslli Bpar.— 10
Kakasi-To GoJbluasi oxora. Cayiuai!

CHoBa pa3pfaJcs BOH, HaNoOJOBHHY pbIAaHHE, HaNoJOBHHY CMeX,
KaK Oyaro y wwakana GbliM MsirKHe 4YejoBeubH ryGel. Tyt Mayrau
nepeBes Abixanue U Opocwics k Ckane Coseta, 0OroHsii mo jaopore
CMELUUBLIHX Tyla BOJKOB.

[Ixao n Akena Jiexasju BMecTe Ha CKajle, a HHXKe, HalpsAriuch
KaXX/IblM HepBOM, CHIE&JIH oOcCTajbHble BOJKH. MaTepu ¢ BOJ4aTAMH
MyCTHJIHMCh 6eroM K mellepam: KOrja pasfaercs IxuaJ, cilaGbiM He
MecTO BHE AOMa.

CHavana He cabiliHO Gbljio HHYEro, Kpome Xypuaaust Bakuranrn
BO ThM€ W HOYHOTO BeTpa B BepLIHHAX JepeBbeB, KaK BIAPYT 33 peKok
NpOBBLI BOJIK. DTO Gbli1 Bosk He n3 Crau, notomy 4to Bcsa Crasi coGpa-
sach Ha Ckajne Cosera. Boit nepelles B npoTsiKHbIH, HOMHBIH OTuas-
HHS Jai.

— Cob6aku! — nasn Boxkak.— [lukue Cob6aku! [dukve Cobaxu!

Yepes HECKOJILKO MHHYT MOCJBIILIAJJHCh YCTaJble Ward No KaMmHsAM,
M NOAXKAaphill BOJK, BeCb B MOTY, C MSATHAMH KPOBH Ha 6GokaX M 6eJoH
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MNeHOH y pTa, BOpBaJIcsl B KPYT H, NOJKUMAasi NepPeflHIo Jlaly U TAXeJo
Jbiia, 6pocuacs K Horam Mayrau.

— Jo6poit  oxorel! M3 ubeli TH CcTaH?— CTENEHHO CHPOCHJ
[Txao.

— Jlobpoit oxotel! 1 Banrana,— 6bl1 OTBeT.

ITo 3HAYWJIO, YTO OH BOJIK-OJMHOYKA, KOTOPHIH CaM MPOMBILLISIET
nis cebsi, CBoeH mMOApPYrH M BoJYaT, KUBSI B YyeIHHEHHOH neuiepe.
«BaHTana» W 3HAaUWT «OJHHOYKA» — TOT, KTO XHBeT BHe crau. [Ipu
KaXkJIoM B3JloXe BHJHO OblJIO, KaK OT TOJUYKOB cepila ero GpocaeT TO
BOepel, TO Ha3aj.

— Kro npaer?— cnpocua Ilxao (o6 sTom Bcerja cnpaliuBaiOT B
JUKYHIJIIX MocJie nxuaJga).

— Jukne Cobaku u3 JlekaHa — pwikHe cobaku, y6uinel! OHH
NPHUIIK Ha CeBep C lora; roBopsiT, Yto B JlekaHe rojof, U yGHUBaOT
Bcex no nytu. Koraa Hapoiunacek JiyHa, y MeHsl GblJlo 4eTBepo — MOA
noapyra M Tpoe BosuaT. MaThb yuuaa JeTell OXOTHTbCSI B OTKPbI-
TOM T[l0jle, yuYuJa NpPATaTbCs, 3aroHfAs OJIeHsl, KaK JejaeM Mbl,
BOJIKH paBHHH. B nosiHoub 51 ellle cabilliaj, Kak MOH BOJYaTa BHJIK
MOJIHBIM ToJIOCOM, MIsl Mo cjefly. A Korja mHoaHs/cs mnpejipaccseT-
Hbll BeTep, s1 HallieJl BCeX YeTBepPblX B TpaBe, OHH Yy>Ke OKOUEHEJIH.
A Bce uerBepo OblIM KHBbI, KOrfa Hapoiusaach JyHa, o Csobon-
Helil Hapoa! Torpa s cran HMckaTh, KOMy OTOMCTHTb, H Haules PbIXKHX
cobax.

— CkoJabko ux?— crnpocus Mayrau, a Besa Crasi riiyxo 3aBopuasa.

— He 3na0. Tpoe u3 HHX yXe He y6biOT GOJibLIE HHKOTO, HO NOJ
KOHell OHM THaJIK MeHs, Kak oJieHsl, THaJi, W 51 GexkaJ Ha Tpex Horax.
Cwmorpu, CoGoanstit Hapon!

OH BHITAHYJ BIepell HCKaJE4YeHHYIO Jany, TEMHYI0 OT 3acoxluei
KpoBH. Becb GOK CHH3Y 6Bl y HEro XKECTOKO HCKYCaH, a TopJio pasol-
PaHO U HCTep3aHo.

— Ewe! — ckasan Axkena, oTxoisi oT Msica, KOTOpOe NpHHEC eMy
Mayriu.

Bosk-onuHouka HaGpocHJCA Ha ey C ¥KaJHOCTbIO.

— 3710 He mponajeT,— CKa3aj OH CMHPEHHO, YTOJHB MNepBbIA rO-
Jgon.— Jlafite mue HabGpaThCsl CUJl, M 1 TOXe cMory y6usaTtbh! Onycrena
Mosi GepJsiora, KoTopasi 6blJia MoJiHa, KOTJa HapoAuics Mmecsil, ¥ Jloar
KpoBu elle He Bech ymiiaueH.

IIxao, ycapllaB, Kak 3axpycreja GeJlpeHHasi KOCTb OJieHs Ha 3ybax
BanTaJjia, o06pHTeNBbHO 3aBopyall.

— Ham nonano6sitcss 3TH 4esiocTH,— cKasaj oH.— C co6akaMu
OLlIH MX LUeHAATa?

— Her, Her, oaHH pBI)KHE OXOTHHKH: TOJIbKO B3pOCJble INCHI H3 HX
CTaH, KpPeNnKHe H CHJIbHbIE.

D70 3HAYWIO0, YTO pbixkHe cobaku u3 JlekaHa uAyT BOHHOH, a BOJIKH
3HAIOT OYeHb XOPOlIO, YTO JaXe TUTP YCTynaer 3THM cobakaM CBOIO
no6biuy. Ouu GeryT HampsiMUK yepe3 JXKYHIVIH W BCe, YTO Nonanaercs
UM HaBCTpeuy, COMBAIOT C HOT M pa3pbiBalOT B Kjaoubfl. XoTtsl Jlnkne
Co6aku He Tak KPYNHB M He TaK JIOBKH, KaK BOJIKH, OHH OY€Hb CHJIbHHI,
A HX ObiBaer oueHb MHOro. Jlukune Co6Gaku TOJIBKO TOTJa Ha3biBalOT
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ce6s Craell, Kora HX Habupaercsl IO COTHH, @ MeXJy TeM COPOK BOJI-
KOB — 3T0 yXe Hacrtosimass Crasi.

B cBoux crpaHcTBHAX Mayriu nobbiBas Ha rpaHHile TPaBSHHCTbIX
naropuii Jlekana W BHJeJ, KaK 3TH CBHpellble NChl CMNaJjH, HIpajH H
PBUIHCh CPeld KouyeK M sIM, CJOYXKHBLIMX WM BMecTo Jjoroea. OH mpe-
aupan 1 HeHaBuaen JIukux Co6ak 3a To, 4TO OT HHX NAXJIO HE TakK, Kak
OT BOJIKOB, M 33 TO, UTO OHH XKHJIH B Mellepax, a rjaBHoe 3a TO, YTO
y HHX MEeXJY NaJbllaMH pacTeT LUepCTb, TOTAa Kak y Mayriu u y ero
npyseit Horu riankde. OaHako OH 3HaJ, NOTOMy uTo XaTXH paccka-
3aJ eMy o0 3TOM, Kakasl CTpallHasi CHJIa — OXOTHHUYbSl CTasi IHKHX
ncoB. XaTXM M €aM CTOPOHHJCA C KX JOPOrH, M Moka Bcex cobak
He nepeObIOT MJIM AHYM He CTaHeT MaJlo, OHM OeryT BHepej, a no
nyTH yOHBAIOT.

Akena ToXe 3HaJ Koe-uTo O JHKHX co6akax. OH cnokolHO ckasaJ
Mayran:

— Jlyuwe ymeperb B Crae, uem Ge3 BoKaka H ofHOMy. D10 OyneT
claBHas 0X0Ta, a [J1s1 MeHsl — nocieinsisi. Ho Thl — ueJioBek, H y Tebs
ellle MHOTO Houell U AHeH Bnepeau, Manenbkuit bpar. Crynait na cesep,
3aJIiT TaM, M eCJIi KTO-HHOYAb M3 BOJIKOB OCTaHETCs XKHUB IOCJ€ TOro,
Kak yHAyT cofakH, oH mpuHeceT tebe BeCcTb 0 OUTBe.

— Jla, He 3HaI TOJbKO,— CcKaszajl Mayriun Ge3 yJablOKH,— yHTH
Ji MHe B 60Ji0Ta JIOBHTb TaM MeEJKYIO pbiby W cnaTb Ha JAepeBe, WM
NpOCHTb NMOMOLIYM y 06e3bsH U IPH3Th opexH, noka Cras GyneT GUTbCS
BHH3Y.

— OTo He Ha XHU3Hb, a HAa CMepTb,— cKasan Akena.— Tel elle
He 3Haellb 3THX pblXKUX yb6uiiu. daxe ITosocatoli...

— AoBa! AoBa! — kpukdyn Mayrin o6uxenHo.— OnHy noJio-
cartylo o6e3bsiHy A y6ua. Teneppb caywaii: xuau-6biin Bosk, Mol orel,
u Bonunna, mMosi MaTh, a elle Xui-Obl1 crapeii cepbli Bosk (He
CJHIUKOM MYJpPbIA: OH Tenepb Mocefes), KOTOpblil Obla AJf MeHS H OT-
oM u matepblo. M noromy,— OH MOBBICHJ TOJIOC,— SI TOBODIO: KOTAa
co6aki OPHAYT, €clii ToJbKo oHM npuayT, Mayrau u CoGoaunit Hapon
6yayT 3aolHO B 3TOH oxoTe. $I roBopio — KJsiHycb GyHBOJIOM, BBIKY-
NUBLWIMM MeHsl, 6YHBOJIOM, OTAaHHbIM 3a MeHsi barupoit B Te aHu, o
koTopeix Bbl B Crae 3a6blIH,— 51 TOBOPIO, U NYCTb CJABILIAT MOM CJIOBa
peka W JepeBbsl W 3aNOMHAT HX, eCaH 1 nmo3abyny,— si TOBOPIO, 4TO
BOT 3TOT MOH HOX Gyzner 3y6om Crau. Ilo-moemy, OH ellle He MpPHTY-
nujcsi. Bor moe CioBo, W 1 ero ckasas!

— Tel He 3Haewb co6ak, yeJOBEK C BOJYBHM FI3LIKOM! — KpHK-
HyJ Banrana.— §I xouy Ttojbko 3amnatute UM [oar Kposu, npexne
yeM OHH pacTep3aioT MeHsl. OHM JABHXXYTCA MEMJIEHHO, YHHUTOXas
BCe Ha CBOEM MNyTH, HO uepe3 JBa JHA y MeHsl NPHOABHTCS CHJbI, H A
Hauny naatute uMm oar Kposu. A Bam, CoGoanbiit Hapoa, coeeryio
6exxaThb Ha ceBep M XKHTb BNPOroJojb IO T€X NOp, MOKa He YHAYT pPhi-
)xue cobakm.

— Caywafite OpaHHOYKY! — BOCKJIHKHYJ] Mayriu co cMeXxoM.—
Ceo6onubii Hapon, mMbl no/xkHB 6€XaTb Ha ceBep, NHTATbCA sLIepH-
UaMH M KpbICaMH C OTMeJeH, uToObl Kak-HHOYIb He MOBCTpedyaTbCsi
c co6akamu. OHH OTyCTOLIAT BCE HallM Jieca, a MH OyleM npsATaThCs
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Ha ceBepe O TeX NOp, MOKa MM He B3AyMacTcs OT[JaTb HaM Halle
1o6po! Ouu cobakn, W cobaubu NeTH — pbiXue, KeaTobpioxue, Ge3-
JIOMHBle, Y HHX UlepCTb pacteT MexXJAy naJsbleB. [la, KOHEYHO, M,
CeobGoanbit Hapon, nosxHbl GexXaTb OTCIOAA W BBHIpaLIMBaTh Yy Ha-
pouoB ceBepa o6belikd M BCAKYIO naganb! Beibupaiite e, BoiOupaiite.
CunaBuas 6yner oxora! 3a Cralo, 3a Bcio CTalo, 3a BOJYHL M BOJYaT
B JIOTOBe M Ha BoJie, 33 MOJAPYry, KOTOpasl TOHHT JlaHb, 3@ CaMOTO
Majloro BOJIYOHKA B Nelllepe Mbl NpHHUMaeM 60ii!

Crasi oTBeTH/Ia KODOTKHMM, OIJyIUWTENBHBIM JideM, NPOrpeMeBLINM
BO TbMe, CJOBHO TPeCcK Najalollero AepeBa.

— Mbl npuHuMaeM Goii! — rposiasiin BOJIKM.

— Ocrasaiitece TyT,— cka3an Mayrau cBoefl uerBepke.— Ham
noHanoOutes Kaxablit 3y6. A TIxao ¢ Akenoll nycte rotoBsitcs K 60io.
1 uny cuurath cobak.

— 310 cMepTh! — KpukHys Bautana, npusctaB.— UTo Moxer
clesiaThb TaKOH Trogbllll NpOTHB pHXKHMX cobak? [axe Ilosocatwiél
H TOT...

— Tw n BOpaBay 4yXak,— oTo3Bajcsd Mayrau.— Ho Mbl eiue
NOTOBOPHM, Koria Mcbl 6yAyT nepeGutel. [lo6pod oxoTbl Bcem Bam!

OH ymuascsi Bo TbMy, BeChb OXBaueHHbIH GyHHBIM BecesibeM, MOUTH
He TJAAA, KyJAa CTylaeT, M, KakK W CJel0BaJio OXHAaTb, PACTSAHYJCH
BO BECb DOCT, CNOTKHYBIIHCh O Kaa, cTOpOXKHBIUEro oJIeHbIO Tpomy
6,113 peKH.

— Ku-wa! — cepauro ckaszan Kaa.— Pa3sBe Tak BOAHTCA B JUKYHT-
JIIX — TonaTb ¥ XJonartb, rybs oxoTy Bce#l HOuHM, Aa ellle KOTAa AHYb
Tak 6bicTpo Geraet?

— Buna Mosi,— ckasan Mayrin, noxHumasch Ha HorH.— [IpaBaa,
A nckaa tebs, IliockoroJioBbiil, HO KaxXIblH pas, Kak s Tebs BHXY,
Thl CTAHOBHILUBLCS AJIMHHEE M ToJillle Ha IJHHY Moelt pyku. Her mpyroro
TAKOro, Kak Tbl, BO BCeX JUKYHTJIIX, O MyJpblHi, CHJIbHBIH W KpacH-
Boil Kaa!

— A kyna ke Bejer 3ToT chen?— rojoc Kaa cwmsiruuscsi— He
[IpOIUJIO M Mecsila ¢ TeX MOp, KaK ONMH YeJOBeuYeK C HOXoM 6pocas B
MECHSl KaMHSIMH H 1UMIeJ Ha MeHsl, Kak 3JIOWMHA JleCHOH KOT, 3a TO, YTO
sl yCHYJl Ha OTKPBITOM MeCTe.

— Jla, W pasorHaj oJileHeii Ha BCe YeThipe CTOPOHb, a Mayrau
oxotuacs, a JlnockoronoBbifi coBceM OrJIOX H He cablllaj, Kak eMy
CBHCTENH, 4TOO OH OCBOGOAMN OJIEHBIO TPONY,— CHOKOAHO OTBETHJ
Mayran, ycaXuBasicb cpeii MeCTphIX KoJiell.

— A Temepb 3TOT YesiOBeUeK MPUXOAMT C JACKOBBIMH, JIbCTHBBIMH
cnoBaMH K 3ToMy ke IlaockoronoBomy u rOBODHT €My, YTO OH H MYJA-
pblH, W CHJBHBIA, W KpacuBbii, H [l1oCKOrosoBbHI BEDHT €My M CBep-
THIBA€TCHA KOJbLIOM, 4TOOBI YCTPOMTb yAoOHOE CHAEHbe IJsA TOro, KTO
6pocan B Hero kaMHAMH... Tenepb TeGe xopoluo? Pa3se Barupa moxer
TaK yA06HO CBepHYTbCS?

Kaa, no oOblKHOBEHMIO, H3OTHYJCSH, CJIOBHO MSATKHH raMmak, IOJ
TAXKeCTbI0O Mayrii. MasbuMk npoTsiHysJl B TeMHOTe DYyKy, OOHfJ THO-
KyI0, I0X02KY10 Ha Tpoc ieio Kaa 1 npuBJiek ero rojioBy K cebe Ha IJeyo,
a MmoTOM pacckasaJjl eMy BCe, UTO NPOH30LLIO B JKYHIVIAX 3TOH HOYbIO.
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— 5, moxer GbiTh, U MyHAp,— cka3as Kaa, BbicsymaB pacckas,—
a 4To IJyX, TakK 3To BepHo. He To 51 ycabiwan 6bl nxuan. Heynusurennb-
HO, UTO TPaBOEAbl TaK BCTPeBOXKHJIUCh. CKOJNBKO 2Ke BCero cobak?

— 51 ewe ne Bumen. 9 npuuwen npsimo K tebe. Tel crapiie XaTxw.
3ato, o Kaa,— 1yt Mayriu 3aBeprescsi OT pafocTd,— 3710 6yjer cias-
Hasi oxora! He MHorue M3 Hac yBHASIT HOBYIO JIYHY.

— M TH ToXe ciofa BmewaJsicsi? He 3abbipail, 4TO TH 4YeJIOBEK.
He 3a6biBaii TakxKe, Kakasi crast Tebs Bbirnaga. Ilyckail BoJiKH rOHSIIOT
cobak. Tel uesoBek.

— IlpousiorogHre opexu cTalH B 3TOM TOJLy UYepHOH 3eMmJeit,—
orBeTH1 Mayrin.— DTo npaBaa, 4YTo S YeJOBeK, HO HbiHYE HOYBIO $1
CKasaJ, YTo fl BOJIK. DTO y MeHsl B KPOBH. §l Mpu3Ba/ peky H JepeBbs,
4To6bl OHHM 3aNOMHHJH MoH cyoBa. S oxoTHuk CsoGoanoro Hapona,
Kaa, n ocranychb uM, noka He yHayT cobaku...

— Cpo6onnbit  Hapon! — nposopuan Kaa.— CsoGoanbie Bopbi!
A Te cBsizan ce6sl CMEepPTHBIM Y3JIOM B NaMsaTb O BOJIKaX, KOTopble
ymepau! Ilnoxast ato oxora.

— 3to Moe CloBo, M 51 yXKe cKasas ero. JlepeBbsi 3HAIOT, W 3HAET
peka. [Toka He yiinyT co6aku, Moe CJI0BO He BEPHETCS] KO MHE.

— Ccuimr! Ot 3TOrO MeHslioTCSL Bce celnl. $1 nyman B3fTb Te6s
c coboit Ha ceBepHble Gojota, Ho CioBo — XoTs1 Obl gaxe CJjlOBO Ma-
JleHbKOro, roJjioro, 6espoJjiocoro desoBeuka — ectb CsoBo. Teneps u 4,
Kaa, rosopio...

— Tlonyma#t xopouenbko, Ilnockorosossiii, uto6 WU Te6e He CBSi-
3aTb cebsi CMepTHHIM y3JjioM. MHe He HyXHo oT Te6s1 CnoBa, 7 u Ge3
TOTO 3HAIO...

— TIlycre Gyner tak,— ckaszan Kaa.— §1 ne crany naBatbh CioBo.
Ho uTo TH AyMaellb fenath, Korna NpUAYT pPblkHe cOGaKH?

— OHu po/xHB nNepenuiTh Baiinraury. $1 Xouy BCTpeTHTb MX Ha
oTMeJIsiX, a 3a MHOH Obiia 66l Crasi. HoxXom u 3y6aMu MBI 3aCTaBHJIH
6bl HX OTCTYNHTb BHH3 MO TEUYEHHIO PeKH H HEMHOXXKO OXJalusiu Obl
MM TJIOTKH.

— 3t co6akH He OTCTYNAalT, H TVIOTKH MM He OCTYIHLIb,— CKa3aJ
Kaa.— Ilociie 3T0d oxoThl He Gygner GoJibllle HH uesjOBe4YKa, HU BOJI-
YOHKA, OCTAHYTCSl OJHH TOJIble KOCTH.

— Anana! Ymupare tak ymupatb! Oxora Oyner camasi ciaBHas!
Ho s eme Mojion u Buaen Maso noxiaeH. ¥ MeHS HET HM MYJAPOCTH, HH
cunbl. Tl mpuayMaJs 4to-HHGYs nosyuile, Kaa?

— $1 Buaen cotHu u cotHu Roxneil. [Ipexnae yem y XaTxu BblnaJjiu
MOJIOYHble GHBHM, s1 yX€ OCTaBJ/siJl B NbJIM AJHHHBIA cien. KuasiHychb
[lepebiM SliiLoM, s cTapllle MHOTMX JepeBbeB W BHAEJ BCe, YTO AeJa-
Joch B JXKyHrIsix.

— Ho rtako# oxothl elle HHKorja He GblBasio,— ckasdan Mayrin.—
Hukoraa eule poi>kne co6akh He CTaHOBHJIHChH HaM MoNepek HOPOTH.

— UYro ectb, TO yXke Obl10. To, 4To GyneT,— 3TO TOJNbKO 3a6bITHIA
roj, BepHyBilukca Hasagn. Ilocnau cMupHO, MOKa f mepecUHTard MOH
roza.

Henblit goaruit wac Mayran ortasixan cpenu kosen Kaa, wurpas
Ho>XoM, a Kaa, yTKHyBLIHCb HENOJBHXXHOH TOJIOBOH B 3eMJIIO, BCIO-
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MHHaJ o060 BceM, YTO BHMJeJ W Y3HaJ C TOTO AHS, Kak BBUIYMHJICH U3
siua. ['y1asa ero, kasaJjioch, yrac/iy U CTaJjM IOXOXKH Ha TYCKJble ONaJibl,
W BpeMsi OT BPeMeHH OH pe3Ko JAepraJj rojioBod To BNPaBO, TO BJEBO,
CJOBHO €My CHHJach oXoTa. Mayriu CnokoHHo ApemaJ: OH 3HaJj, YTO
HET HHUero Jyuile, 4YeM BbICNATbCS Nepef OXOTOH, H MPHBBIK 3aCHNAThb
B Jw000¢ Bpems [AHA M Houu. BApyr oH mNouyBcTBOBaJ, 4TO TeJo
Kaa craHoBHTCSI ToOsllle W 1UMpe MOJA HHM, OTTONO YTO OFPOMHBIA
ylaB HalyJcs, LIHNS, CJOBHO MeY, BHIXOASAIIMH H3 CTalNbHBIX HOXEH.

— §l Bupen Bce wMmepTBhie BpeMeHa,— cKa3zas HakoHell Kaa,—
1 GoJibllide [epeBbsi, U CTAPbiX CJAOHOB, U CKaJibl, KOTOpble OBbLJIH FOJIbi-
MH H OCTPOBEPXHMH, NMpexne ueM lopocin MxoMm. Tel elle XKHUB, ue-
JoBeueK?

— JlyHa TosnbKO uTo B3olusa,— ckaszas Mayrau.— S He no-
HHMaIo...

— Kuwiui! 4 cHoBa Kaa. §1 3naw, 4To BpeMeHH NPOLLIO HEMHOTO.
Cefiuac Mbl moilmeM K peke, W s nokaxy Ttebe, 4To Hajo AenaTb C
cob6akaMu.

[1psiMo#i, kak cTpesia, OH MOBEPHyJ K IJaBHOMY pycay BafliHran-
rd v 6pocujcsi B BOLY HeMHOro Bhbillie IJjeca, OoTKpbiBabluero Ckaay
Mupa, a Bmecte ¢ HUM Opocuicsi B Boay ¥ Mayran.

— Her, ne nabiBH cam — s ABuraiocb 6pvictpee. Ha cnuHy Ko MHe,
Manenbknit bpar!

JleBo# pykoit Mayran o6usin Kaa 3a ulelo, npaByio pPyKy Npuxarn
MJIOTHO K TeJy H BBITAHYJa Horn B ajauHy. M Kaa nonseln nporus
TeueHHsl, KAK yMes NJaBaTh TOJbKO OH ONMH, W CTPyH OypJasiilell BOJbI
3aNeHUINCh BOKPYr lied Mayriu, a ero HOrH 3akKavaJMCb Ha BOJIHe,
pasBelleHHOH CKo/b3AllUMH 6okamu ynaaba. Hemuoro Bblile CKaJbl
Mupa Baiinradra cy»aeTcssi B TECHHHE MEX MPaMOpPHBIX YTeCOB OT
BOCbMHAECATH A0 cTa (YTOB BBHICOTOH, W BOAa TaM OellleHO MUHTCS
MEeXJy CKaJaMH To GoJblUMM W MaablM KamHsAM. Ho Mayrsiu He ny-
MaJs 06 3ToM; He OLLIO TaKOH BoJbl Ha CBeTe, KOTOPOIl OH Hcnyrascs 6bl
XoTb Ha MHUHYTY. OH cMOTpes Ha yTechbl Mo GeperaM PeKH H TPEBOXKHO
HIOXaJ BO3JyX, B KOTODOM CTOS1 CJaJKOBaTO-KHC/bIl 3amnax, OuyeHb
NOXOXHH Ha 3anax MypaBeiHHKa B apkull geHb. OH HeBOJbHO Cly-
CTHJICSI MIOHHXKe B BOAY, BbICOBBIBAas IOJIOBY TOJIBKO [J1S1 TOTO, YTOOHI
B3I10XHYTb. Kaa cras Ha fikopb, ABaX/bl 06EpHYBIIHCh XBOCTOM BOKPYT
NOJBOJAHON CKaJibl M mojAepxuBaj Mayriu, a BoJa HecJlaCb MHMO HHX.

— 310 Mecto CMepTH,— CKaszall MaJbuMk.— 3aueM Mbl 3]eCb?

— Ouu cnat,— ckaszan Kaa.— Xatxu He ycrynaer moporu [loso-
caroMy, ofHako M Xarxu u [losocatuiii ycTynaloT HOpoOry poIKUM
cob6akam. Co6aku Ke roBOPSAT, YTO HUKOMY He YCTYMSAT AOPOrH. A KoMy
ycrynaer popory Manenbknit Hapox Ckan? Ckaxu MHe, XO03siMH
J>KyHryel, KTo e y Hac caMblii TJIaBHBIR?

— Bot 3tu,— npowentan Mayrau.— 3pnecb Mecto Cvepth. Yitnem
oTcio/a.

— Her, cMoTpu XopouleHbKo, motoMy 4to onu cnsat. TyT Bce Tak
e, Kak Oblio, KorAa si OblJl He QJIHHHee TBOEH PyKH.

[ToTpeckaBuiHecst oT BPEMeHH M HENOTOALI yTechl B yluejbe Baiin-
TaHr'u ¢ camoro Havana JKyHrJjeil 6b11n xKuauineM Manenbkoro Hapona
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CkaJl — XJIONOTJMUBBIX, 3J/bIX, YePHbIX AUKHX nuea Munuu, u, Kak Xo-
pouio 3Haja Mayrau, Bce TPONHHKH CBOPaUMBAaJIH B CTOPOHY 38 MOJMHJIH
OT UX BaageHHH. MHoro BekoB MaugeHbkuii Hapon totuics u pouncs
TYT, lepecesisijicsi U3 pacllesiMHBl B pacllleJHHY H CHOBA pOMJICS, MSATHAs
Gesblit MpaMoOp cTapbiM MeJOM H JieNnsl CBOH uYepHble COThl BCe Bbille
n ray6xe Bo ThMe mnewiep. Hu uesioBek, HM 3Bepb, HH BOJA, HH OTOHb
HHM pa3y He MOCMeJIH MX TPoHYTb. ITo 060HM Geperam peKd yllesbe BO
BCIO CBOIO JJIHHY OblJIO CJIOBHO 33HaBelleHO MepLalluM YepibiM 6apxa-
TOM, U Mayrau B3npOTHYJ, NOAHSB IV1a3a, NOTOMY YTO Hal HUM BHCEJH
CleNnyBLINECH MHJJIHOHB COSLMX nyes. Tam Oblin eule rablObl ¥ THP-
JSIHABl U YTO-TO MOXOXKee Ha THUJbIC MHH, JENUBLIHecs K yTecam. DTO
6blIH CcTapble COTbl MPEXHHX JieT HWJH HOBble TOpOJa, MOCTPOEHHbIE
B TEeHH YKPbHITOrO OT BeTpa yluesbsi. Llesbie ropel ry6uaTblX FHHJBIX
OT6POCOB CKaTHJIHCh BHH3 H 3aCTPAJHM MeXAY OAEePeBbSIMH H JHaHaMH,
KOTOPbLIMH MOPOCAH yTechl. [lpucaywasuince, Mayrau He pa3 JOBHJI
yXOM LIOPOX M 3BYK NaJeHHsl NMOJHbIX MEeJOM COT, CPbIBABLUMXCH BHHU3
rae-HuOyAb B TEMHOH raJjiepee, MOTOM — CEpPAMTOE TyAeHHE KPblJIbeB
M MpayHOe «Kamn-Kan-Kamn» BbITeKalwlllerc Mela, KOTOpblH NepesHBaJcH
yepe3 Kpail ¥ IyCTHIMH KamJIsiMH MeJJeHHO MajaJj Ha BeTBH.

Ha oaHom Gepery pexku Oblia MaJjeHbKasi MecyaHas OTMeJb, He
mupe nATH (GyToOB, H Ha HeH TPOMO3JMJHUCL T'Opbl Mycopa, HaKOMHB-
lpecsi 3a coTHU JeT. Tam Jexasn MepTBble MUYeJibl, TPYTHH, OTOPOCHI,
cTapble COTbl, Kpblbsi Gabouek H XKyKoB, 3a6paBlUHXCS BOPOBATb Mej.
Bce 370 csiexKasioch B poBHbiE TPyAbl ToHYaiLIel YepHoH nblan. OnHOro
ocTporo 3amaxa OblJlo JOBOJIBHO, YTOGBl OTHYTHYTb BCSKOTO, KTO He
MOr JeTaTb M 3HaJ, uto Takoe ManeHbkuit Hapoa. Kaa maew1 BBepx
Mo peke, Moka He jao6paJicsd o necuaHoH OTMeNH y BXOAa B yulesbe.

— Bot no6niya 3toro roga,— ckasas oH.— Cmotpu!

Ha necke nexasnu ckesneTbl ABYX MOJIOABIX oJieHeH W Oy#HBoJsa.
Mayrau BHAes, UTO HH BOJIK, HY LIaKaJ He TPOHYJH KocCTel, KoTopbie
06HaXHJHCh caMU cO60H, OT BpeMeHH.

— Onu nepewny rpaduly, OHH He 3HaJH,— npoilentan Mayr-
au,— u Manenbkui Hapos y6un ux. Yigem orcioja, MOKa IM4eJbl
He TMPOCHYJIHCH!

— OHun He npocHyTcss Lo paccBera,— cKaszan Kaa.— Tenepp s
Te6e pacckaxy. MHoro-MHoro HOXJeH Hasaj 3arHaHHbll oOJleHb 3a-
Gexkas ciofa ¢ wora, He 3Hasl JUKYHIVIeH, a 3a HUM IO NsiTaM rHaJjach
Crasi. Huuero He BHAS OT cTpaxa, OH npuIrHys ¢ BblcoThl. CosHue
CTOSJIO BBICOKO, W Myes Gbilo oYeHb MHOro W odedb 3ablx. M1 B Crae
TOXe MHOTo OBLIO TaKHX, KOTOpble MPHIrHYy/ M B BaliHraHry, Ho Bce OHH
yMepJiH, ellle He JoJieTeB AO BoJbl. Te, KOTOpble HE MPHITHYJH, TOXKe
yMepJii B cKasnax HaBepXy. Ho osieHb ocrascs XuB.

— Tlouemy?

— TloTomy, uto OH Gexxas BrnepeiH, NPBHITHYJ npexie, yem Ma-
JeHbKuil Hapon nouysa ero, u 6bla yXe B peke, Korja oHu cobpanuch
*Kananutb. A Cralo, THaBLIylOCS 3a HHM, CIUIOHIb OOJENW/IH Mn4Yesibl,
KOTOPbIX BCIYTHYJ TOMOT OJIEHS.

— OTOT OJileHb OCTaJCsl XHB..— B pa3flymbe MNOBTOpPHI Mayrau.

— [lo kpaiiHe#i Mepe, OH He ymep TOr[a, XOTsl HHKTO He KIaJj ero
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BHH3Y, TOTOBSICh NOJAEpKaTh Ha BoJe, Kak OyleT XIaTb 4YejloBeuka
OIMH CTapblil, TOJCTBIA, T[JyXO0H, KeJNTblH IJIOCKOroJOBbBIH yaaB —
Ja-na, XoTss Obl 3a HMM TrHaJaucbh cobaku Bcero [lekana! Urto T Ha
3TO CKaxeulb?

Fonosa Kaa sexasa Ha MOKpOM Iulede MaJjbuHKa, a €ro $3biK
JIpoxaJs BosJje yxa Mayriu. Mosuanue AjauJoch foJro, norom Mayriu
npoulerraJ:

— 39t1o0 3Hauut jepratb CMepTh 3a ycHl, HO... Kaa, Tl W Bhnpasny
caMblii MyApBIH BO BCEX MXKYHIVISIX.

— Tak rosopusn MHorue. CMOTpPH 2Ke, eciH cobakH MOroHSTCA 3a
TO6OH...

— A oHH, KOHeuHo, ToroHsATcs. Xo-xo! ¥ MeHs mon s3bikom Habpa-
JIOCb MHOTO KOJIfO4YeK, HaUAeTCs YTO BOTKHYTb UM B LUKypY!

— Ecan cobaku noronsitcs 3a To6oiH, HHUero He pa3bupast, riasis
TOJIbKO Ha TBOM IJIe4H, OHM OpocsiTcs B BOAY JMOO 31ech, 1160 HHXKe,
noromy uro MaseHbknii Hapox mnpocHercsi M NOrOHUTCA 3a HHMH.
A BaiinraHra »xajHasi peka, H y Hux He OGyner Kaa, uToGbl yaepxaThb
HX Ha BOZe, MOITOMY TeX, KTO OCTAHETCSl XKHB, NMOHECET BHH3, K OTMe-
asam y Cuonuiickux Ilewtep, u tam tBosi CTasi MoXeT CXBaTUTh HX 3a
ropJo.

— O-o! Jlyumwe u ObITb He MOXET, pa3Be eCjH TOJbKO MOXKAH
BHINAAyT B cyXxoe BpeMsi. Temepb oOCTalOTCH TOJIbKO CyLUHe MNYCTSIKH:
npober u npeikKok. J1 crenaio Tak, uro cob6aku MeHsl y3HAIOT H nobe-
TyT 33 MHO# Mo nsitam.

— A THl OCMOTpeJ yTechl HaBepXY, CO CTOPOHH Gepera?

— BepHo, He ocmotpen. ITpo 310 51 3a6bLa.

— Cryna#t nocmorpi. Tam nJjoxas 3eMJisi, BCA HEPOBHAfA, B sIMax.
CrylHllb XOTb pa3 CcBOeH HeyKJIIoXXeH HOToH He TIJIsiAS — H KOHel|
oxoTe. Bunuiib, 51 ocraBisiio Te6s1 31eCb H TOJBKO pald Te6s mepenam
BeCTOUKy TBoeir Crae, uToObl 3HaJH, rie HCKaTb cobak. MHe TBoOH
BOJIKH He POJHS.

Ecan Kaa He HpaBuics Kro-HHGYyIb, OH OblBaJ HENPHBETJHB, KakK
HHKTO B JKYHIJISIX, HCKJIoYasi, 6uITb MoxeT, Barupy. OH nonJsu1 BHH3
no peke W npotuB Ckanbl Cosera yBuuen [1xao u Axkeny, ciywabuinx
HOUHBIE 3BYKH.

— K, Bosku! — Becesio OKJIHKHYJA OH HX.— Pbixkne cobaku
NOMJILIBYT BHH3 mno peke. Ecin He GouTech, MoxkeTe ybuBaTh HMX Ha
OTMeJIfX.

— Koraa onn nomeiByT?-— cnpocua [lxao.

— A rae moil pereblli?— crnpocua Akeda.

— IlpunnwiByT, kKorma B3aymaloT,— ckaszan Kaa.— [logoxnaure
M yBuauTe. A TBoil JAeTeHbIL, ¢ KoToporo Thl B3ss CJOBO H TeM o6pek
ero Ha CMepTb, TBOH JeTeHbIL! CO MHOH, U €CJIH OH €elle XHB, TaK Thl
B 3TOM He BHHOBaT, celas cobGaka! [loxupaiics cBouX Bparos 3ech
U paay#cs, UTO Mbl C JieTeHblIIeM Ha TBoeH cTopowe!

Kaa cHoBa moHeccsl cTpeJioll Mo peke W OCTAHOBHJICA Ha cepelHHe
ylllesibsl, TJSAASI BBEPX Ha JHHHIO yTecoB. CKOpPO OH YyBHJeJI, KaK Ha
3Be3/lHOM HebGe nokasaJsacbh rosoBa Mayriu; NoToM B BO3JyXe UYTO-TO
npollyMeJio, # ¢ Pe3KHM 3BYKOM YJapHJio MO BoOJe TeJjlo, najasi HoraMu
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Brepel. MrHoBeHueM no3ke Mayryi yXke OTAbpiXaJ B MHeTJe, NOACTaB-
sexHol Kaa.

— Kako#l 3To mnpeIXKOK HOYbIO! — HeBO3MyTHMO cKa3aa Mayr-
Ju.— $l npeiran BaBoe nasblie pagu 3abaBbl. ToJbKO HaBepxy IJo-
X0e MeCTO: HHM3KHe KyCTbl H OBpard, yxoisiliue riy6oKO BHH3, H BCe
3T0 6uTKOM HabGuto ManeHbkum Hapomom. S Harpomo3smus GoJibline
KaMHH OIMH Ha [PYro#l mo KpasiM Tpex oBparoB. $1 CTOJKHY HX HOro#
BHH3, Korjpa nobGery, u Maneubkuii Hapoa, ocepasice, noanumercs
1103aJH MeHsl.

— IT0 4eJioBeUbS] XHTPOCTh,— CKadan Kaa.— Twi Mynp, Ho Ma-
JgeHbkuit Hapon Bcerna cepautcsi.

— Her, B cymepku BCe Kpbl1aToe 3acbillaeT HEHaJOJNro H 3JecCh
U noeciony. 1 HauHy Hrpy ¢ coG6akamMM B CyMepKH, IOTOMY YTO JIHEM
oHM Jsyulle Geraior. CeH4yac OHH TOHAITCS 1O KPOBABOMY CJledy 3a
BanraJiof.

— Kopwyn Yusap He ocraBuT wu3poxulero OyiiBosia, a [ukas
Co6aka — KpoBaBoro cJjejna,— ckasaJj Kaa.

— Tak 51 moBeny MX IO HOBOMY CJlely — M0 HX Ke KPOBH, €CJH
yAacTcsl, M 3acTaBJi0O HMX HaecTbCsl TpsaA3v. Thl ocTaHellbC 3JleCh,
Kaa, noka s1 He BepHyCb C MOMMH FCaMH.

— Jla, HO 4YTO ecsii OHH yObIOT Te6st B JPKYHIJIsAX HJIH Masedbkuil
Hapon y6ber Te6si mpexie, 4eM Thl CIpPLIFHELIL B peKy?

— Korna s ympy,— orBetus Mayrsiu,— Torga u HacraHeT Inopa
netb IlecHio Cmeptu. Lo6poit oxorwl, Kaa!

OH oTnycTuJ 1€l yaaBa W NOMJBLI BHH3 1O YIIENblO, KaK MJbIBET
6peBHO B MNOJIOBOAbE, rpebs K najbHEH OTMeNH H Xoxoua OT pajdoCTH.
Bosbwe Bcero Ha cBetre Mayram mobus «aeprate CMmepTb 3a YCHI»,
KaK TOBOPHJI OH caM, W JaBaTb JKYHIJIIM MOYYBCTBOBATb, 4TO OH
afnech xo3sinH. C momolubio Basny oH yacro obupas nyenuHHBE AyNJa
¥ 3HaJa, uyto MaJsenbkud Hapon He /10GHT 3amaxa JMKOTO 4eCHOKa.
M notromy oH HapBaJs HeGOJIBLIOH My4OK YECHOKY, CBfi3aJl ero JIeHTO4-
Koil Kopbl u mo6exkaJs No KpoaBoMy cJjeny Bantanbl, uayuiemy K ory
ot Gepsor. Bpemsi oT BpeMeHH OH NOTJSIABIBAJ Ha JepeBbsl, CKJIOHHB
roJioBy HaboK, H MOCMEHBAJICA [PH ITOM.

«JIarywonkoM Mayrid s1 6bli1,— cKa3aJs OH npo ce6s,— Bosauonkom
Mayrau s unasBan ce6si cam. Tenmepp s foJikeH crate O6Ge3psiHON
Mayrau, npexne dem crany Mayrau Ousesem. A B KOHLE KOHLOB §
crany Yesnosekom Mayriu. Xo!» — M on nposesn GosblinM naJiblem
No AJHHHOMY JIe3BHIO CBOEro HoXa.

Cunen BauraJibi, oueHb 3aMeTHBIH 1O TeMHBIM NSITHAM KPOBH, LIeJ
[0 Jlecy Cpeld TOJICTHIX JepeBbeB, KOTOPbie POC/H 3jech GJH3KO OJHO
OT [pPYyroro, HO K CeBePO-BOCTOKY pefiein Bce Gosbluie H Gosblie. 3a
nee muau ot IMuenunbix Ytecos Jec Konuascsi. Ot nocieHero nepea
n0 HU3KHUX KycToB y [luenunoro Yuledbsi 1110 OTKPHITOE MeCTO, Tie
TPYIHO OblIO Obl YKPBITHCS Aaxe BoJKY. Mayrsiu GexkaJsl MOH JepeBbsi-
MH, Mepsisl IJ1a30M PacCTOSIHHE OT BeTKM [0 BCTKH, HHOrAa 3abupasiCob
BBEPX NO CTBOJY M AJS TpoOGH TNepelpbrMBasi ¢ OJHOIO JepeBa Ha
Jpyroe, noka He pfobexaJs A0 OTKPBITOrO MeCTa, Ha OCMOTP KOTOPOro
y Hero yiueJs Uessli Yac. [Torom oH BepHyJ/cs Ha cien Bauraawnl, B TOM
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Ke MmecTe, rje OpOCHJ ero, 3ajne3 Ha JAepeBO C BHICTynawuleil AaJjeko
Biiepe] BeTKOH ()yTax B BOCbMM Haj 3eMJel, NoBecHJ NYUOK YECHOKY
Ha Pa3BHJHHY M yCeJCsl CMHPHO, TO4a HOX O OOCYI0 MOIOLUBY.

Hesanoaro go noayznHs, KOTAa COJHIE CTajJ0 CHJAbHO NpHMEKaTb,
Mayrau ycablllaj TOMNOT HOr M NOYYsil NPOTHBHBIH 3amax coGaubeil
cTad, ynopsHo u 6e3»KaJsoCTHO npecjegoBaBlleii Baurtany. Ecan cmor-
perb cBepxy, Hukas Cobaka u3 Jlekana Ka)keTcsi BIBO€ MeHbille BOJIKA,
HO Mayryn 3naJj, KakHe CHJIbHBIE y Hee Jlanbl ¥ YEJIOCTH.

PasrisapiBasi OCTPYI0 DBIXKYIO MOPJY BOXKakKa, OOGHIOXHBaBLUCTO
clliejl, OH KPHKHY. eMy:

— [o6poii oxoThbl!

Boxak noaHsiq roJioBy, a ero CNyTHHKH CTOJIIMJMCL NO3ajH, je-
CITKK M COTHM PBIXKHX TBaped ¢ NOJXKATHIMH XBOCTAMH, IUHPOKOH
TPYALIO M TOIMM 3aJ0M. [lHKHe nchbl OObLIKHOBEHHO OYeHb MOJIYaJHBbI
Il HeNpHBETJ/MBHl Jla)ke B CBOoeM pojHoM [ekaHe.

[Ton aepeBom coGpaJioch He MeHblie ABYX coTeH coGak, Ho Mayray
BUZIEJl, YTO BOXKAaKH KaNHO OOGHIOXHBAIOT CJIeJl H CTapaloTcs yBJCUbL
BCIO CTalo Bliepel. DTO He TOAWJOCH, MOTOMY UYTO OHH NpuGex)asn Obl
K Gepsioram cpegn AHsi, a Mayrau Obls HaMepeH MpouepXKaTb HX MOJL
CBOMM JlepeBoM A0 CyMepek.

-— C ubero mMO3BOJIEHHS Bbl SIBUJIHCb CIOJa?— CAPGCHJ Mayriu.

— Bce mKyHriM — HalllM JOKYHIJIH,— Ob1 OTBET, H TOT, KTO 3TO
CKasaJ, ockaauJs GeJsble 3yObl.

Mayran ¢ yabi6KoH nocmotpes BHH3, B COBEpLUEHCTBE NOApAXKasi
peskoil TpeckotHe Ymkau, Kpoichl-npoiryHa u3 crenell [lekana, naBas
cobakaM MOHATb, YTO CUUTaeT UX He Jaydine Kpric. Crast crpyauaachb
BOKPYT IepeBa, U BOXdK CBHpeno 3anasJ, o6o3saB Mayram o0e3bs-
no#. Bmecto orBeTa Mayrii BRITSIHYJ BHH3 HOTY M TOILEBeJM NaJjiblia-
MH KakK pa3 HaJ ToJIOBOH BOXaka. JTOro GbLJIO JOBOJBHO, H Jaxe
6oJsibllle yeM LOBOJIbBHO, 4TOObl pas3byauTh Tynylo sipoctb co6ak. Te, y
KOIO PacTyT BOJIOCH MeXJy MaJjbllaMi, He J106GAT, 4TOOB UM 06 3TOM
HanoMuHajd. Mayrju OTaepHyJ HOTy, KOTAa BOXaK HOAMNPBITHYJI
KBEDPXY, H CKasaJl JlaCKOBO:

— Tlec, pbixuii mec! YGupaiics oGpatHo K cebGe B JlekaH ecThb
siuuepuu. Crynaif, K cBoemy Gpary Yukaun, nec, mnec, pbixkHi nec!
Y tebs wepcTh Mexay nasbuamu! — K oH ellle pas nouiesesns HOroH.

— Colin¥ BHH3, NMOKa Mbl HE 3aMOpuWJH Tebsi rosenoM, Ge3BoJo-
casi o6e3baiHal — 3aBblia cTasi, a YTOro Kak pa3 H aobusajcs Mayriu.

On ner, BHITSHYBILHCb BIOJIb CyKa H TMPHXKABILUCH LIEKOH K Kope,
BbICBOOOAN/I NPaBYI0 PYKYy M MHHYT NSiTb BblKAaabiBasa cobakam Bce,
UYTO OH NP0 HUX 3HaeT M JAyMacT: MPO HUX CaMHX, NPO HUX HPaBbl H
00LIMan, NPO UX MOAPYT W IEHSAT.

Het na cBere si3blka Gojiee sAOBMTOTO H KOJIKOTO, YeM TOT, KaKHUM
rosoput Hapon [lKyHrsefi, Kejast ockopburb H BbiCKasaThb npe3pe-
nde. {logymas HeMHOTO, Bbl M camu mnoiimere, oTyero 3To Tak. Mayrau
v cam rosopua Kaa, 4to y Hero Ha6panoch MHOI'O KOJIOUEK MOJ SI3bIKOM,
H MaJo-nomasny, MeJJIeHHO, HO BepHO OH /OB MOJIYAJHBHIX NCOB [0
TOTO, YTO OHM 3aBOpYaJH, MOTOM 3aJasiH, ITOTOM 3aBbLIM XPHUIJIBIM,
3axJeOniBalounmcst sBoeM. OHM npoboBaju OTBedarh 11a ero Hacmell-
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KH, HO 3TO OblJIO BCe PaBHO, KakK ecjHu Obl BOJYOHOK OTBeyaJs pasbsipel-
nomy Kaa. Bce 3to Bpemsi Mayrsiu jep»aJjl NpaBYK PYKY COTHYTOH
B JIOKTE, 'OTOBSICb K JeHCTBHIO, @ €ro HOTH KpPeIKo CxkHMaJsd cyk. Kpyn-
HBI TeMHO-pbXKMH BOXAK MHOTO pa3 NOJACKaKHBaJ B BO31yX, KO
Mayran mepsni, 6osick npomMaxHyThesi. Hakonel, oT sipocti npeB3oiast
camoro cebsi, BOXKakK MNMOACKOYHJ (DYyTOB Ha CeMb, Ha BOCCMb KBEPXY
ot 3emau. Torpa pyka Mayrii B3MeTHyJacb, KakK roJoBa [ApeBec-
HOM 3MeM, CXBATHJIA PbLIKCTO HCA 32 UIMBOPOT, U CYK 3aTpsiccsi H
NPOTHY/CS MO ero THAXeCTblo Tak, 4TO Mayrau uyTh He CBajwJcs
Ha 3emyo. Ho oH He pasAaj PykH M Mafo-nioMany BTallHi PbIKEro
nca, NOBHCLIEro, Kak AOX.ulfi Makasa, K ce6e Ha cyK. JleBoil pyko#
Mayrad poctas HOX H, OTPYyOGHB pPBIXKHH XBOCT, LIBBIPDHYJ] BOXKAKA
obpatHo Ha 3emJio. Tosbko ?Toro u xoren Mayriu. Tenepb cobaki
He noGeryr no cnaeny Bawtami, noxka ne npukoHuatr Mayrau uau
noka Mayrau He npukoHuutr nx. O Bulesn, Kak co6Gaku YcejsHCh
B KPYXXOK, NOAparuBasl JsiXKKaMmi, HTO 03HauajoO HaMepeHHe MCTHTb
JO CMepTH, M MNo3ToMy 3alpaJjcsi Ha 3a3WJIHHY MOBblUIE, NPHCJIOHRICS
noyjao6Hee CIMHOH K AePeBY M 3acCHV.I.

Yaca vepe3 TpH MM UeTHIPE OH HDUCHYJICH W COCUHTaa cobak.
Bce onu 6blin TyT, MosdanuBble, CBUPCNniC, GecnollafHbie, C JUOThiMH
rnasamu. CosiHlle yxKe caaujoch. Yepes nomuaca Manenbkuiét Hapop
Ckasl noaxeH Obll MOKOHYHMTb C JHEBHbIMH TPyNaMmH, a, Kak BaM H3-
BecTHO, Jlnkue Cobaku MJIOXO AepyTcsi B CyMepKax.

— MHe He HYXHB Takue BeDHBIe CTOpOXKa,— ckKasasj Mayraa.
CTAQHOBSICb Ha CYKy,— HO § 3Toro He 3a6yay. Bm nacToslllme ncir,
TOJILKO, Ha MOH B3IVIsi[, CAMILKOM VX TNOXO0XKM Jpyr Ha Apyra. Bot
NOTOMY 51 M He OTAaM [0XK{UpaTeaio slllepul, ero Xsocra. Pa3Be Thl He
JIOBOJIEH, DbIXKHI nec?

— $1 cam BbIpBY TebGe KHUIKH! — MpOXpUNes BOXKaK, Kycasi Aepero
y KopHe#l.

— Her, tol moagyma#i, myapas Kpeica [lekaHa: Tenepb HapoAMTCs
MHOTO KyLBLIX PBI2KHX LLEHAT ¢ KpacHbiM OOpyOKOM BMECTO XBOCTA.
Crynail noMOH, pbIXKUH Tec, U KpUYl Bele, 4TO 3TO CAefasa o6e3baHa.
He xouews? Torma noiigem co MHOH, W s Hayudy Tebs ymy-pasymy!

OHn nepenpbirHyJ 110-06€3bsiHBH Ha COCeHCE JICPeBO, H NIOTOM ONSATD,
Ha cocefHee, U OflsiTh, M ONsATh, CTasd cJaefoBalla 3a HUM, [OAHAB
an4dHeie MOpAbLI. Bpemsi oT BpeMmMcHH OH IipuTBOpSAJCA, OyATO mNajaer,
¥ NCbl BaTblKaJuchb OAHH Ha [pyroro, creura IPHKOHUMTb ero. 310
6blJI0 CTPAHHOE 3penulle — MajdbuWK ¢ HOMOM, CBepKalOWHM B JyudX
33aKaTa, KOTOpble NMPOHHKAJH CKBO3bh BEDXHHE BeTBH, a BHH3Y — MO.1-
yajuBasi CTas pPbLDKHUX NCOB, CJAOBHO oXBauyeHHass orhem. [lepe6pas-
IIHCh Ha nocJejiHee paepeBo, Mayran B3fii YECHOK H  XOPOLUEHbKO
HaTepcss UM C TOJIOBBI [0 NAT, 2 €OOaKH MNpe3PHTeJILHO 3aBONUJH:

— OGe3bsiHa ¢ BOMUBHM SI3BIKOM. VXK He jyMacllb JIH Thl 3aMeCIH
cBoi cien? Bee paBHo Mbl OyneM raath 1e6s 10 cMepTH!

— DBoswmun cBoil xBocT,-— ckasas Mayran, 6pocast 06py6ok B Ha-
npasJeHiy. 06pAaTHO TOMY, 0 KOTOPOMY cobupaJicst 6eXKaTb.

Crast oTHIaTHYyJach, NMOYYSIB 3a1aX KPOBH.

-— A Tenepb ciepyiite 3a MHO#E -— Ko cmepTH!
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OH COCKOJIb3HYJl C AepeBa W BHXpeM nomuaJdcsi K [luesnHbim YTe-
cam, fpexjae yeM cob6akv NOHSAJIH, YTO OH coOHpaercsi AesaThb.

OH¥u TJ1YyX0 32BbUIM H NyCTHJMCh 6eXXaTb HeyKJ/I0XeH, pa3aMalluHucTol
PbICbIO, KOTOPasi MOXKeT B KOHIle KOHLOB JJOKOHaTb KOT0o yrofHo. Mayriu
3HaJ, uTO cTas ncoB OGeXHT ropa3fo MejAJleHHee BoJubeH CTaH, HHaye
OH HHMKOTAA He OTBa)Kujcsi Obl Ha ABYXMHJbHbIH Npober Ha rsiasax y
co6ak. OHM ObLIH yBepeHBl, YTO MaJIbUHK HAKOHEL JOCTAaHeTCH HM, a
OH OblJl yBepeH, UTO MOXKeT HrpaTb HMH, Kak xouer. Bea safnaua cocrosi-
Ja B TOM, 4ToObl HepxkKaTb CTal0 JOCTATOYHO OJIM3KO mo3anu cebsi H
He 1aTh el CBepHYTb B CTOPOHY paHbliue BpemeHH. OH 6exxaJ JIOBKO,
POBHO W YApPYro, a 3a HHMM, MeHblle uYeM B ISATH lIarax,— KyLbid
BoXKakK. Bcs XKe crasi pacrsHysnach GoJiblle 4eM Ha 4YeTBEPTb MHJIH,
NoTepsiB PacCylOK H OCJENHYB OT XaJbl KpoBH. MayrjH npoBepsj
paccTtosiHMe Ha cJyX, cOeperasi CHJb Hamnoc/ieloK, 4ToObl NMPOMYaTbCs
no ITdennnbiM Yrtecam.

Manenbkuii Hapon ycHysn c¢ HadajgoM cyMepek, MOTOMY YTO HOUY-
Hble LBEeTHl y)e He LBeJH, HO KaK TOJNbKO NepBble Liardh Mayraun pas-
Ja/icb M0 TYJKOMY TPYHTY, OH YycJbilllaj TaKOH ilyM, CJOBHO MOJ
HMM 3aryjesa Bcsl 3eMJqs. Torpa oH mobexaJti, Kak HUKOrla B »KH3HH
He GeraJs, MO JOpore CTOJKHYJl HOTOH OIHY, ABe, TPH KyuKH KamMHeH B
TeMHble, CJIaJKO MNaXHyllHe YIUe/bsl, YCJbllIaj TyJ, NOXOXHH Ha Tyd
MOpSl MOJ CBOAOM Ielliephl, YBHIEJ YroJIKOM IJla3a, YTO BO3JAyX MO3aau
Hero fnovepHeJs, yBHJes] TedeHHe BaliHrauru najieko BHH3Y H IUIOCKYIO
TPeyroJibHYI0 roJIOBy B BOJ€, NPBLITHYJ BIepel H30 BCeX CHJ H ynad
B CMacHTEJbHYIO BOALY, 3aAbixasicb M TopxkecTBys. Hu oaHOro muesu-
HOro yKyca He ObJIO Ha ero Teje, MOTOMY YTO UYeCHOK OTHYTHYJI
Mausenbkuii Hapon Ha Te Heckosbko ceKyHA, Korza Mayriu npono-
cuacs nmo yrecam. Korma Mayriu BbIHBIpHYJ, ero noaiepkusan Kaa,
a ¢ ycTyna ckasbl Hajgaju B PeKy, Kak THPH, GosiblUHe TJIbIObl CLEMHB-
LIKXCA Tues; W JHLb TOJbKO Iabi6a KacaJjach BOJAbI, Mue/bl B3JeTaJsH
KBepXy, a Tpyn cob6akH, Kpy»Kacb, yNJbiBaJ BHH3 IO TedyeHHIo. Han
yTecaMH TO U [HeJO CJbILIAJCST KOPOTKHH SIPOCTHHIH Jia#, TOHYBLUHH
B ryJe, monoGHOM rpomy, B T'yAeHHH KpblibeB Masenbkoro Hapoaa
CkaJ1. JIpyrue co6aku cBaJiHJIHCh B OBparH, coobllaBliHecsi C NOJA3eM-
HbIMH TleulepaMH, H TaMm 3ajblXaJiich, OHJHCh, LeJKalH 3y6aMu Cpeau
PYXHYBLIMX COT H, HaKOHell, MoJymepTBble, OOJeNJeHHble POSIMH MOA-
HABLIMXCA 04eJs, BbiGerasii H3 KakKoro-HHOyIb Xoja K peke, uTOOHI
CKaTHTbCSl BHH3, Ha u4epHble rpylanl mycopa. HekorOphie ynaau Ha
JepeBbsl, pacTyuide Ha yrecaX, U Nuesabl OOJENHJIH MX CIJOLUIb, HO
60/ILIUMHCTBO, 06e3yMeB OT NYeJHHBIX YKycoB, 6Gpocajuch B BOdy, a
Badinranra, kak ckasan Kaa, Gouia »xagHaa peka.

Kaa kpenko pepxkan Mayrin, noka MaJ/ibidK He OTAbILIAJCS.

— Ham Henbssi ocraBaTbCsi 31ech,— cKaszan Kaa.— MaJsieHbkui
Hapon paseoeBaJicsi He Ha wyTKy. [TonsbiBem!

Hepxacb rny6oKO B BOIe M HbIPSii Kak MOXHO 4dalle, Mayrau
NONJbLI BHH3 MO TEYEHHIO C HOXKOM B DYKe.

[Toutn nosoBHHa crau yBuleja 3anajHio, B KOTOPYIO MONaJH HX
co6paTtbhsl, H, KPYTO CBEDHYB B CTOPOHY, Opocu/iacb B BOLY TaMm, rie
TeCHHHa, CTaHOBsIChb LUIMpe, nepexoiausa B Kpytbie Gepera. HMx spoct-
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Hbifl J1all M yrposbl «jecHoll oGe3bsiHe», KOTOPasi JoBesJa HX [0 TaKoro
no3opa, CMellHBaJIUCh C BOeM H pbluaHbeM c06aK, Ka3HHMbIXx MaJieHb-
kuM Haponom. OctaBaTtbest Ha Gepery I'po3nsio CMepTblO, H Bce COOaKH
noHumasau 371o. CTalo YHOCHJIO N0 TEUEHHIO BCe jajiblie W jaaJblle, K
3aBoau Mupa, HO naxke W Tyna cepAuTbldi Manenbkuii Hapoa neten
3a co6akaMH M 3aroHslJ HX B BONY.

Mayrau cabllian rosoc 6ecXBOCTOrO BOXKakKa, KOTOPbIA NpPHKasbi-
BaJ CBOHM He OTCTYNath M YHHUTOXHTb BCEX CHOHHACKHX  BOJIKOB.

— Kro-Tto y6uBaer B TemHOTE no3aaH Hac! — mpoJsasiyi OAMH M3
ncos.— Boaa 3nech nomyTHesa!

Mayrsiu HbIpHYJ, GpOCHBILMCH BIepel, Kak BblApa, YTsiHYJ Oa-
paxTaslierocsl 1nca Mnojx BONLYy INpe’Kje, 4eM TOT ycCIeJl PasHHYTb MacTb,
U TeMHble, MaCJSIHHCTBIe NATHA NOMJIbLIM Mo 3aBoad Mupa, Korjaa Teso
co0akH BBIMJILIJIO W3 BOABI, MepeBepHYBIIHCb Ha O6ok. [lcel xorenn
6LlI0 MOBEPHYTb Has3al, HO TeueHHe CHOCUJIO MX BHHM3. MaJseHbkHi
Hapoa xasnua B rosioBbl u yuiu, a kiaud Cuonufickoit Crau 3ByuyaJs Bce
rpoMue H rpomue B HajaBuraioulefcss Tbme. Mayrju CHOBa HBIPHYJ, H
CHOBa OJMH H3 IICOB ylleJ NOJ BOAY M BbIIJIbLI MEPTBbIM, H CHOBA LIYyM
NOAHAJCH B TbL1y CTaW — ONHHM BONMJIH, YTO Jydllle BbIHTH Ha Oeper,
apyrue tpeboBaJsu, uToOGbl BOXKAK Bes UX oOpaTHO B [lekaH, ocTaJb-
Hble KpH4aJu, yToO6bl Mayrsau nokasaJics UM H 1aJj cebs yOUTb.

— Korza oOHHM BBIXONST HpaTbCs, TO CTAHOBATCH BHABOE 3Jee H
rosocHctee,— ckaszajg Kaa.— OcraJjibHoe cpenaloT TBOH OpaTbhsi TaM,
BHM3y. Masenbkuit Hapon mosieres Ha Houser, u s TOXe yxoxy. 51 He
IIOMOTal0 BOJIKAM.

[To Gepery mpoGexaJs BOJIK Ha TpeX Horax, TO MpHIJACbIBasA, TO
npunanasi 60KOM K 3emJe, TO BbiruGasi CNHHy M Noanpoirueas Qyra
Ha JBa KBepXy, CJIOBHO HIrpaj CO CBOMMH BoJiYaTaMH. DTO OblI uyKak
Bantasa. OH HU pa3y He NPOMOJIBUJ HH CJOBA, HO INPOAOJKAJ CBOIO
CTPaLIHYIO MJIACKY Ha rJa3ax y ICOB.

Cob6aku posnro npoObliH B BOJE H MJBLIM C TPYAOM: HX LIKYPbl
HaMOKJ/JH W OTsXeJieJH, KOCMaTble XBOCTHI DPa30yxJiH, Kak TyOkH, a
camy OHHM TakK ycTajd H ocjabesu, YTO MOJ4Ya CMOTpeJH Ha ABa rops-
WUX TJ1a3a, KOTOpble NMPOBOXKaJM HMX, He OTCTaBasi HH Ha Liar.

— T[luoxast 3To oxoTa,— cKa3aJj HaKOHel ONUH M3 MCOB.

— JHo6poit oxothl! — ckazan Mayrau, cMmesio BbICKaKHBasi U3 BOJbI
PAIOM C HMM M BCaXX¥Basi JJIMHHBIA HOX €My MOJ JIONATKY, HO Tak,
4TOGBl H3[BIXAIOWHHA Nec He OTpbI3HYyJICS.

— OTO Thl, 4eJOBEK-BOJKP— cnpocus BaHrana c Gepera.

— Copocu y meptBbiX, Uyxak,— orBedan Mayriu.— Pa3spe owu
He MJbIBYT BHH3 IO peke? §l mocbita HAaKOPMHJ 3THX MCOB IPs3blo, fl
o6MaHyJs HX cpeld Gena J[HS, a HX BOXKakK ocraJjics 6e3 XBOCTa, HO BCe
’)Ke M Ha TBOIO foJio elle XxBaTuT. Kyna X rHathb?

— 51 nopmoxny,— ckasan Bawnrana.— Bcsi posrasi Houb nepejo
MHOH, TaM HNOCMOTPUM.

Bce 6sinxe u GanKe paspaBaJcsi jall CHOHUHCKHX BOJIKOB:

— 3a Craio, 3a Bcio Cralo mbl npuHuMaeMm 6oii!

M nakonew wussyuuna Baiinranru BbiHecsa pblXKUX co6aK Ha MecKH
u ormenu npotuB CuoHuiickux [lewep.
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TyT oHM noHsaaun cBow olHO6KY. MM Hamo Ovwio BbLIGPATLCA H3
BOALI PaHbllle H HaMmacTb Ha BOJKOB Ha Oepery. Temepb GblJIO CJIHLIKOM
nozano. [lo Bceii oTMesin CBeTHJHCb ropsilllHe ryaasa U, KpoMe cCTpalli-
HOrO MXHaJja, He YTHXaBLIero ¢ CaMoro 3akarta, B JXKYHIVIAAX He CJbILIHO
6bi10 HH 3ByKa. Co CTOpPOHBI Ka3saJjoch, Oynro Bautana ynpaurnBaer
cobak BbIiTH Ha Geper. M Bo)kak ncoOB KPHKHYJ HM:

— [loBepHuTech u Hanapaiite!

Beca cras Gpocunace K Gepery, pacrieckuBasi U pas3bpbi3ruBas
MEJKYI0 BOLY, TaK YTO MNOBepXHOCTb BalHraHru Bckunesna MeHOH H
KDYNHbIe BOJHBI MOLWK M0 peKe, CJIOBHO pa3BelleHHble NapoXOJOM.
Mayrnu Bpesascs B [CBAJIKY, KOJIOJI H KpomcaJsi coGakK, KoTopele, cGuB-
UIHCb B Ky4y, BOJIHOM XJIbIHYJIH Ha NPHOPEXHbIA MecoK.

M navanacp noarasi 6utBa. Bosku GuiHCb Ha MOKPOM KpaCHOM
necke, MeXAy CMyTaHHbBIMH KODHSIMH JlepPeBbeB, B KYCTax, B T'yllle TPaBhl,
160 naxe U Tenepb Ncoe ObLIO ABOE HA ONHOrO BOJIKa. Ho MPOTHBHHUKH-
BOJIKM OHJIMCb He Ha XKHUBOT, @ Ha CMepTb, U OGHJIHCb He OIHH TOJBKO
IIHPOKOrpyAble, KJbIKacThle OXOTHHKH, HO H BOJYHLbB C JHUKHMH rJa-
3aM# OHWJIMCb 33 CBOMX BOJIYaT, a Koe-Tje pPSIOM C HHUMH H TO00-
BaJiblii BOJIYOHOK, e€Ule He TMepejHHsIBLIMA W Becb JOXMaTbil, TOXe
xBataJs 3yb6amu U Tepe6us Bpara. Hajno Bam ckasatb, 4TO BOJK OOBLIYHO
XBATaeT 3a ropJio WM BuUcnasiercss B OOK, a mcobl GoJiblle KycaloT 3a
HOTH, TO3TOMY, NoKa cob6aku 6apaxTajucb B BO#e H JAOJXKHBI OblIH
BBICOKO Jlep»aTb roJioBy, nepepec GblJl Ha CTOPOHe BOJIKOB; Ha cylue
BOJIKAM TIPHXOJAHMJIOCH TYro, HO M B BOAe M Ha cylle HOX Mayriu
MOJHMMAJIC H Pa3Hyl OLHHAKOBO.

YerBepka mnpob6usack K Mayrau na nomowb. Cepwit Bpat, mnpu-
naB K KOJIEHIM MaJibyHKa, 3alllMllaj ero >XHBOT, OCTaJbHble TpoOe
OXPaHsJHM ero CNHHY H 60Ka MJIH CTOSUIM Haj HHUM, Korja o603JieHHbIH,
BOIOUIMH mec, 6pocasicb NPSAMO Ha HOXK, CKaukoMm cGuBan Mayriu c
Hor. A panbllle Bce cmellanoch, cOUNOCH B Kydy, METaBIUYIOCS CllpaBa
HaJeBO W cJjeBa Hanpaso no Gepery. Oaun pas Mayrau Bumes Akeny:
Ha Hero ¢ ABYyX CTOPOH HaceJ/H IChl, @ ¢aM OH BUeNuJcs 6e33y6biMH
YeJIIOCTAMH B JISIKKY Tperbero. Houb npoxomuna, u ObICTPHIHA, roJo-
BOKDY>XHTe/bHbH Ger Ha Mecre Bce yckopsiics. Co6akH NPHTOMHJIHCH
M yXxe OOsJINCb HanajlaTbh Ha BOJIKOB MOCHJIbHEE, XOTSl elle He CMeJsH
cnacatbesl 6erctBoM; HO Mayriu uyBCTBOBaJ, 4YTO OJIH3UTCS1 KOHel,
¥ 10BOJbCTBOBAJCH TeM, YTO BBIBOAWJ coGak H3 crposi. [onoBasbie
BOJIKM Tenepb Hamajaju cmesiell, MOXXHO OblIo B3JOXHYTb CBOGOJHee,
M yXxe onHMH OJjeck HoXka HHoraa o6paian cobaky B 6ercrso.

— Msco o6riogano noutu no koctH! — npoxpunen Cepwiii Bpar.

— Ho kocTb ewe Hago pasrpbi3Th,— OTBeuas emy Mayrin.—
Bot kak nenaercst y Hac B AXKYHIJIsIX! — KpacHoe Jile3BHe HOXa CKOJIb3-
HyJIO, KakK mJjams, no 60Ky fca, 3aJHHe JISIZKKH KOTOPDOTO HCYe3JiH TNOoJ
TSXKeCTbIO HaBaJIMBILEroCs Ha Hero BOJIKA.

— Mos no6biya! — orphi3Hyscss BOJK, cmopuus Hoc.— OcraBb
ee mHe!

— Heyxenu te6e Bce ee Mano, Uyxak?— ckasan Mayrau.

Banrajsa Gbl1 CcTpallHO HCTep3aH, HO Jeprkaji cobaKy CJOBHO B
THCKaX, H OHa He MOIJIa MOLUeBeJbHYThbCH.

106



— Kunsanyco 6y#BosioM, BBIKYIHMBIIHM MeHsl,— 3JIOPajHO CMesiCh,
KpUKHYsa Mayrin,— sto Kyusiit!

H B camom nese, 310 Gbla 6OJIBILIOH TEMHO-PBIXKHI BOXKaK.

OnMH M3 MNCOB MOJACKOYHJ Ha TNOMOLLb BOXakKy, HO, NMpeXie 4eM
ero 3y6bl BOH3HJHCb B 60K Bantasb, HOX Mayriu yxe Topyas B ero
rpyau, a Cepoii Bpat nokoHuus ocrajbHoe.

— Bor kak genaercsi y Hac B axyHrasx! — ckazaa Mayriuu.

BaHrana He OTBeTHJ HH CJIOB@, TOJBKO €r0 4YeJIIOCTH CXHMaJUCh
BCe Kpenue M Kpemnue, MO Mepe TOTO KaK JXHM3Hb YXOIWJa OT Hero.
Cobaka B3jporHyJia, ypoHHJa TroJioBy H 3amepJia, Baurana 3amep
Hal HeH.

— Tuwe! Donr Kposu ynnauen! -— ckazan Mayrau.—- Clicit cBoio
necHio, Banrana!

— On OGoJsblle He Oyner oxoTuTbesi,— ckasasa Cepnill bBpar.—
U Akesa TOXe MOJUMT, yXKe HaBHO.

— Mpbl pasrpboidau  Koctb! — nporpemesn [1xao, cbiH [IxaoHbl. —
Onu Geryr! YGusaiite, y6usaiite ux, OxorHukun CBoGonHoro Hapopa!

[Tcol opmH 3a apyrum pasGerasuch, Kpajyuucb, C MOTEMHEBLIUX
OT KPOBH OTMeJlel K peKe, B T'yCTble JXKYHIJIM, BBePX IO TEUYEHHIO UJH
BHHM3 1O Te4YeHHI0O — Tyna, rae popora Gblaa cBoOOnHA.

— Hoar!  Hoar! — kpukuys Mayrau.— [laature oar! Omnu
y6unu Akeny! IlycTb HM OAMH H3 HHUX He yHmeT XHBbiM!

OH nomuaJjici K Gepery ¢ HOXOM B pyKe, 4ToObl He JaTb YHTH
HU OIHOMY IICY, KOTOPbIH OTBauJicsi Obl GpocuTbcsi B peKy. Ho Tyt
U3-NI0J TOPbl MepTBHIX TeJs [lOKasaJMCb TOJIOBA W TepefHHe Jafbl
Akesbl, H Mayriu onycTuscsi nepel HUM Ha KOJIEHH.

— PasBe s He roBopuJ, 4To 3TO0 GyAeT MOSI mocjefHsiss OGHTBa?—
npouwentas Axesna.— CnaBHas 6biia oxora! A kak Tb, MaJjleHbKui
Bbpar?

— $1 xuB, Akeaa...

— Jla Gyner Tak. 51 ymupaio, u s xoresn GH... XoTes Obl ymepeTb
6auxe K Tebe, Manenokuil Bpar.

Mayriu noJioXKHs cTpallHylo, BCIO B paHaXx rosoBy Axenbl ceGe
Ha KOJIeHH M 06XBaTHJ PyKaMH ero HCTep3aHHYIO LIelo.

— JlaBHO mnpouuid BpemeHa, Korna »uB Obla Illep-Xau, a ue-
JIOBeUHH JleTeHbIll KaTajcsl ToJblf B  NblJIM,— Kalllisis, cKa3saJ
Akena.

— Her, ner, s Bosk! §I ogno#t kpoBu co CeoGonnbiM Hapomom! —
BOCKJAHKHYsn Mayrsiu.— He no cBoeii Bojie 51 cTtas yesoBekowm!

— To yenoBex, MaJienbkuil BpaT, BOJIUOHOK, B3pallleHHBEIHl MHOIO.
Tol uyenoBek, uHade Cras OGexkana 6b ot Jukux Cob6ak. TebGe s
00513aH »KH3HbIO, a cerofiHs Thl cnac Bcio Cralo, Kak s KOrja-to crnac
Te6s1. Pa3Be TH He MOMHHIIBL? Tenepb ymnsaueHol BCe HOJTH. YXOAH
K TBOoeMy Hapoay. 'oBopio TeGe elle pa3s, 3eHHLl@a MOEro OKa, 0X0Ta
KOHYeHa. YXOAH K CBOeMYy Hapopy.

— 51 He yiiny. §S1 craHy OXOTHTbCS ONMH B JUKYHrAAX. S yxe
TOBOPHJI.

— 3a JeToM TNPHXOAST AOXKIHM, a 3a JNOXKISMH — BecHa. YXOIH,
noka Te6si He 3acTaBsT YHTH. YXOAH K TBOEMY Hapojy. YXOAH K ue-
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joBeKy. BoJblie mHe Heuero Tebe ckasaTb. Temepb si 6yay TOBOPHTb
co cBouMH. MaJienbkuii Bpar, moxellb Tbl NOAHATb MeHSl Ha HOTH?
Benp s Toxxe Boxak CeobGoanoro Hapoaa.

OueHb OCTOPOXKHO H JlackoBo Mayrju NoaHsn AKesly Ha HOTH,
o6xBaTuB ero o6GeuMMH pyKaMH, HO BOJIK HCIOYCTHUJ TIJYOOKHH B3J10X
u HauaJa [lecHio CmepTH, KOTODYIO HajJIeXXHT MeTb KaxKIOMY BOXKaKy
ymupasi. [lecHs craHoBWJIacb Bce TrpomM4e M Trpomue, 3BydaJja Bce
CHJIbHee ¥ CHJIbHee, NPOTrpeMesia JaJjieKo 3a PeKOH, a KOrha YMOJIKJIO
nociennee «JIlo6poli oxotbi!», Akesna BbICBOGONWJICS Ha MrHOBeHHe
M3 pyk Mayriu, NOANpPHIrHYJ B BO3AYX M YyNaj MepTBbIM Ha CBOIO
NOCJIe[HIO, CTpallHyl0 A06bidy. Mayriu cuies, ONyCcTHB TOJIOBY Ha
KoJleHH, 3a6blB 060 BceM, a TeM BpeMeHeM IIOCJelHero W3 paHeHbIX
NCOB HACTHUIJIM M NPUKOHUWJIM OecnoliajHbie BosuHLBL. Maso-nomany
KPUKH 3aTHXJIH, H BOJIKH, XpoMmasi, BEPHYJHCb CUHTAaTb MepTBBHIX. [lsT-
HajauaTtb BOJIKOB U3 CTaH, a ¢ HUMH 1IeCTb BOJIYHUIL JIeXKaJH MePTBbIMH
y PeKkH, H M3 BCeX OCTaJbHbIX HH OAHH He ocTajcsi HeBPEAHMBIM.
Mayran npocugen BCIO HOuYb, AO XOJIOAHOTO paccBera. BnaxHas ot
kpoBH Mopaa [lxao Jerna emy Ha pyKy, W Mayrau oTOnBHHYyJCH,
yTOGbl TOT MOT BHAETb pacrnpocteproe Tejo AKeJbl.

— Jlo6poi oxotbl! — ckasan Ilxao, cioBHO Akesa Gbli ellle XHB,
a 1oToM, 006epHYBIUHCb, KHHYJ Yepe3 HCKyCaHHOEe IJie40 OCTaJibHbIM:—
Boiite, co6aku! Ceroans ymep Bouk!

3aro M3 BceH cTau pbiXKHX co0ak, W3 HABYXCOT OXOTHHKOB [lekaHa,
KOTODble XBAacTaJUCb TeM, UYTO HHYTO XKHBOE B JXKYHIVIIX HE CMeer
UM NPOTHBUTBCS, HU OJJUH He BepHYJics B JleKaH C 3TOH BeCTbIO.

BECEHHUH BET

Ha Btopo#i rox nocsne Goabuwoit GurBel ¢ Jlukumn Co6akaMH M
cmepts Akesnsl Mayrau Gblyio Jer cemHaauatb. Ha BHL OH Kasadcs
craplie, NMOTOMY YTO OT YCHJIEHHOTO ABHXKEHHsl, caMOH Jydllel enbl
M TPHBBIYKH KYNaTbCfl, KaK TOJbKO €My CTaHOBHJIOCh XKapKO HJIH
AyUWHO, OH CTaJ He MO rojaM CHAbHbIM M pocibiM. Korna emy nano
6bl10 OCMOTpPETb JIeCHble JOPOrH, OH MOI IoJdaca BHCETh, JAepXkach
oAHo# pykoH 3a BeTKy. OH MOr OCTaHOBHTb Ha 6ery MOJIOLOTO OJIeHsl
M MoBaJuTb ero Ha O6oK, yxBaTHB 3a pora. Mor naxe c6butb ¢ HOT
6oabUIOr0 AHMKOro KabGaHa M3 TeX, YTO XKHMBYT B 6oJioTax Ha ceBepe.
Hapon [>xyHrseii, paHblie GosiBluuiics Mayriu u3-3a ero yma, Tenepb
cTan GoATbCA €ro CUJbl, H Korjga Mayriu CIOKOHHO 1lesi 1Mo CBOMM
JlesiaM, IIENOT O ero NpHXoje pacyduiaJ Iepejl HUM JeCHble TPONHH-
k. M1 Bce xe ero B3risn ocraBajcsi Bcerna msarkum. dake korna
OH Jipajicsl, €ro rsaasa He BCIbIXHBaJIM OTHeM, Kak y 4YeDHOH NaHTephl
Barupei. Ero Barnsa craHoBuicst TONbKO GoJiee BHHMATE/NbHbIM H
OXKHBJICHHbIM, H 3TO OblJIO HENMOHSITHO Haxke camoi DBarupe.

Opnax bt ona cnpocusa o6 3Tom Mayrau, U TOT OTBeTHJ eH,
3acMesiBLIKUCD:

— Korpa s npomaxnych Ha oxote, TO ObiBalo 30J. Korma mnoroJso-
nalo AHA JBa, To OblBaio o4yeHb 30J. Pa3Be mo MoMM rjasam 3TO He
3aMeTHO?
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— Por y Tebs rosonHblii,— cka3zasna emy barupa,— a no ruiasam
3TOoro He BHAHO. OXOTHWUbLCH Thl, ellb HJH IJaBaellb — OHHU BCEraa
OJHH M Te XKe, KaK KaMeHb B JOX[b U B SICHYIO NMOTOMY.

Mayrau seHHBO B3TJISIHYJl Ha NaHTePy H3-NOA JUJIMHHBIX PECHHLL,
M OHa, KaK BCeraa, omycTHsaa rojoBy. Barupa 3HaJia, KTo ee XO3fIMH.

OHH nexkand Ha CKJIOHe TOpbl BBICOKO Hajl peKoit Baiinrauroii,
M YTPEHHHe TyMaHbl PAacCTHJAJHCb MOA HHUMH 3€JeHbIMH K GejbiMH
nosocamMH. Korpa B3OLLIO COJIHLE, 3TH MOJIOCHI TyMaHa NpeBPaTHJHCH
B BOJIHYyIOlllee KpacHO-30JI0TO€ Mope, INOTOM IOAHSAJNCh KBEDXY, H
HHM3KHe, KOCble JIyuW JerJu Ha Cyxylo TpaBy, I'ie oTAblxajun Mayriau
c Barupoii. XononHoe BpeMsi MOAXOAUJIO K KOHLY, JIHCTBA Ha JepeBbsiX
3aBsijla M NOTYCKHela, H OT BeTpa B Hell NOAHHMAJCH cyXxoil, 0aHO0O6-
pasHbiii mwopox. OnuH MajeHbKUB JHcTOK OellleHo GUJICS O BeETKY,
3axBayeHHbl# BeTpoM. JTo pasbyausio DBarupy. Ona Bnoxnynaa yr-
pPeHHHMH BO3JyX C MNpPOTSXKHbIM, T[JYXHM KallljleM, ONPOKHHYyJacb Ha
CIIHHY M MepeJHHMH JanaMu yaapusaa GbIOMIHMACS JHCTOK.

— Tloa npuwen kK noBopory,— ckasaja oHa.— JXKYHTJIM JABH-
HyJHch Brnepel. bausurca Bpemss HoBbix Peueil. M sucrok 3to 3Haer.
DTo odYeHb XOpOLIO!

— TpaBa ewe cyxa,— orBedyas Mayr/H, BblIepruBasi ¢ KOpHeM
nydok tpaBbl.— Jlake Beceunnii ['1asok (maJjieHbKHH KpacHbIH LiBe-
TOK, MOXOXHH Ha BOCKOBOH KOJIOKOJIbUHK),— naxe BeceHnuit ['masok
ellle He packpbljicsi... barupa, npucrano JH yepHOH MaHTepe BaJATbCA
Ha ClMHe W OMTb JlalaMH IO BO3JyXY, CJAOBHO JIECHOH KOILUKe?

— Aoy! — oro3Banacy barupa. Bupgno Obljlo, YuTO OHa AyMaer
0 4eM-TO JPYroM.

— Tlocnywaii, Hy npucraso JH 4YepHOH MaHTepe TaK KPHUBJAATHCH,
KalllJsiTh, BBITb M KaTaTbcs no TpaBe? He 3a6uiBafi, 4to Mbl ¢ TOGO#
X03sileBa JIKYHIJIeH.

— Jla, 3to npaBaa, s cabllly, JAeTeHbill.— Barupa Toponauso
nepeBepHyJlacb H CTPAXHYJA IblJb CO CBOHX B3'bePOLIEHHHIX UePHHIX
6okoB (OHa Kak pas JuHsiia nocse 3umbl).— Pasymeercs, Mbl ¢ To6o#
xo3sieBa mkyuraeit! Kro tak cusen, kak Mayrau? Kro Tak myap?

Ee rosioc 6bli cTpaHHO mporsixkeH, H Mayrau obepHyJsica NOCMOT-
peTb, He CMeeTCsl Jid HaJL HHM yepHasti MaHrepa, H60 B JKYHIVIAX MHOrO
CJIOB, 3BYK KOTOPBIX PacXOIHTCSl CO CMBICJIOM.

— $1 ckasana, 4yTo MH ¢ TOGOH, KOHEUHO, XO3sieBa IKYyHIJIeH,—
nosropusia Barupa.— Passe 51 owun6aacs? S He 3Hana, 4TO AeTEHbILI
GoJsibllle He XOOHUT MO 3emJie. 3HAUHUT, OH JIeTaeT?

Mayrsin cupes, onepuiuch JIOKTIMH Ha KOJIeHH, M CMOTpeJ Ha
JOJIMHY, OCBeleHHYI0 coJiHueM. ['fe-To B Jslecy noj ropod nruua Mpo-
6oBasla XPHUIJILIM, HEBEepHbIM TOJIOCOM IepBble HOTbI CBOeil BeceHHe#
necHd. 1o Oblla TOJbKO TEHb IIOJHO3BYYHOH, NepesHBYaTON IeCHH,
KOTOpasi pasoJjbercsi N0 JKyHrJaMm nocie. Ho Barupa ycanimana ee.

— 2310 depao, KpacHbil Asitesn,— cKasaja barupa.— On mnowm-
HUMT. MHe TOXe Haj0 NPHIOMHHTb MO0 NecHo.— M ona Hauasa myp-
JblKaTh M HameBaTb Npo ceOsi, BpeMs OT BpPeMeHH YMOJIKasi M IpH-
CJIyLIHBASACh. ,

B nmxyurasix HMuauu BpemeHa roma IMepexoasiT OAHO B Apyroe

109



noutH HesameTHo. Mx kak GyATO BCcero nBa: CyXoe M JOXKJIHBOE,
HO ecsi¥ MNPHIJANeTbCA K MNOTOKaM H0XAsS M o6jlakaM copa H MblIH,
TO KaXeTcs, 4TO BCe 4YeThipe BPeMeHH TrOAa CMeHSIOT JpYyr Jpyra B
T0JIO’KeHHOM nopsifike. Bcero ynuBnTesnbHee B IKYHIJISIX BeCcHa, NOTOMY
4YTO el He MPHUXOAUTCH MOKPbIBAaThb roJioe, YHUCTOE IoJie HOBOH TpaBoH
M LBeTaMH, efi Hafo NPOOHTBLCS CKBO3b Nepe3nMOBaBLIYIO, ellle 3eJieHylo
JIUCTBY, KOTOPYIO IoOUlajHja Msirkas 3HMa, uyToObl YTOMJIeHHasi, MO-
Jlyonerasi 3emJisl CHOBa nouyBcTBoBaJia cebs I0HOH M cBexell. M Becua
3TO JeJlaeT TakK XOpollo, YTO HET Ha cBeTe APYrof TaKoll BecCHH,
KakK B JKYHIJSX.

Hacrynaer neHb, Korna Bce B JDKYHIVISIX OJIEKHET H caMmbie 3ana-
XH, KOTODbIMH HaIlUTaH TsXKeJblH BO31yX, CJOBHO CTaPeOT H BbiJbl-
XaloTcsi. DToro He oGbSICHHIIbL, HO 3TO uyyBcTByercsl. [lotom Hacrynaer
Jpyrod neHb, KOTJa BCe 3alaXH HOBbl H IJIEHHTEJbHbl H 3HMHsAS
IIepCTb CXOAMT Y 3BepeH AJMHHBIMH CBaJsiBIUUMHCS KjoubsMmH. [locie
3TOrO BbiajaeT WHOH pa3 HeGOJBLIOH AOXKIHMK, H BCe JepeBbsi, KyCThI,
6aM6yK, MOX H COYHble JIHCTbSl pacTeHHH, MPOCHYBLIHCb, IyCKaKOTCHA
B POCT C LIyMOM, KOTOPHIH MOKHO cJblllath. A 3a 3THM LIYMOM H
HOYbIO H JHEeM CTPYHTCSI HErpoMKuil rys. DTO ULIyM BeCHbl, TpemneT-
HOe ryleHHe — He XXYXJXKaHHe M4yes, U He XKypuaHbe BOIbl, H He
BeTEP B BepLIHHAX AepeBbeB, HO I0JOC NPHIPeTOro COJHUEM, CYACTIIH-
BOIO MHpa.

[lpexxpe Mayrau Bcerja pamoBajicsi cMeHe BpeMeH roga. To OH
Bcerga 3amedaJs nepsbifi BeceHHuil ['masok ray6oko B rylie TpaBbl
H IepBYIO Tpsilly BeCeHHMX 06JaKOB, KOTOPYIO B JKYHIVIAX HH C 4eM
He cnyTtaeillb. Ero rosoc MoxHO 6blL10 CJbIIATL MO HOYaM, NpPH CBeTe
3Be3J,, B CbipblX HH3HHaXx, IyCTO yCeSHHbIX llBeTaMH; TaM OH IIOAINeBaJl
XOpy OOJIbLIMX JIATYIUEK HJIH Nepejpa3HHBajg MaJleHbKHX COB-NepeBepT-
Hef, YTO yXaloT BCIO BeCEHHIOI0O HOoYb HampoJseT. Kak H Becb ero
HapoJ, M3 uYeThipeX BpeMeH roja OH BbI6MpaJs BeCHYy IJsi CBOMX CKH-
TaHHHA — IIPOCTO pajfH yAOBOJBLCTBHUs GeraTh, paccekas TellJIblii BO3AYyX
OT CyMepeK A0 yTpeHHeH 3Be3fbl, ¥ BO3BPallaTbCfl, XOX04Ya H 3a/bl-
Xasicb, B BeHKe H3 cBeXHX IBeTOB. YeTBepka BOsYAaT He KpyXHJaa
BMeCTe C HHM 10 JJKYHIJISM — OHa YXOAMJA NeTb MeCHW C APYTUMH
BOJIKaMH. Y ob6urartenell JkyHIJeil ObiBaeT MHOrO XJONOT BeCHOH, H
Mayrau cablllall, KaK OHH MbIYaT, BOMAT WJIH CBHILYT, CMOTpPSl [I0 TOMY,
uTO moJaraercst UX npupole. Mx rosoca 3Bydar Toraa He Tak, Kak B
Ipyrue BpeMeHa roja, H 3TO OfHA M3 IMPHUYHH, MloYeMYy BeCHa 30BeTCS
Bpemenem HoBbix Peueii.

Hacrynuio nepeoe ytpo BecHbl, ¥ nmasjuH Mop, cBepkasi GpOH3OH,
CHHEBOH M 30JI0TOM, BO3BECTHJ HOBble 3amnaxu. [lpyrue nTHUB NOA-
XBaTHJH ero K/u4y, M ¢ yrecoB Hal Balinranroit Mayriu ycabliuadg
XpHMJIbIA BH3r DBarupbl, mMoxoXXuil M Ha KJEKOT OpJia H Ha KOHCKOoe
p>kaHve. BBepXy, cpeiad HaJUTbIX COKOM BeTBeH, KpHYa/JH H BO3H-
JIUCb 06e3bsHbI.

Mayran osupancst BOKPYr, HO BHOEN TOJIbKO, KaK HacMellIHBHe
06e3bsiHbl JPA3HATCH M MPLIralOT CpPeAH JepeBbeB H KaK NabjuH Mop
MJisilIeT BHM3Y, Ha CKJOHE Topbl, PacKHHYB CBOH paay>XHBIH XBOCT.
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— B 1XyHrsIX naxHer mno-HOBOMY! — KpHKHyJ mnaBaudH Mop.—
Io6poit oxorbl, MaJsienbkuit Bpat! Urto e Thl He oTBeuaellb?

— Maunenbkuit Bpat, no6poit oxoTbl! — npocBucTesn KopluyH Yuab,
cjleTasi BHH3 BMeCcTe CO CBOe# MoApyrou.

O6a OHM NPOCKOJB3HYJIH MOJ CaMbIM HOCOM y Mayriu, Tak 4To
ny4yok OeJiblX MyLIMCTHIX MepbeB Cjerka 3ajes ero.

Jlerkuii BeceHHHMH [OOXIWK — ero HasbiBawT CionosbiM JloxXiu-
KOM — Tpouiesl Mo J2KYHIVIIM MOJIOCOH B MNOJMHJIM, OCTaBHUB I03a1d
ce0s1 HAMOKULIHE H KaudalolHecss MOJIOAble JIUCThs, H 3aKOHUMJICS ABOH-
HOH panyro#i W JierKUM packatoM rpoma. BecenHu#t wym npepBaJics
Ha MHHYTY M NpHMOJK, 3aTo Becb Hapopn [lxkyHrie#, kasasoch, ro-
MOHHMJ pas3oM. Mayryn KIHKHYJ Kiud CTad, HO HH ONMH M3 4YeThblpex
BOJIKOB He oTo3Bajcsi. OHu OblIM faJjieKo M He CJabllliaju ero, pacrne-
Basl BeCEHHHEe MEeCHH BMeCTe C IPYTHMH BOJIKAMH.

«Jla,— ckazan Mayrau cam cebe, XOTsl B Ayllle W Co3HaBaJ, UTO
Herpas,— BOT ecau Jlukne Cobaku npuayt H3 [Jlekana uau KpacHslit
LiBeTok 3amuasiuler B GamOyKax, TOTAa BCe [KYHIJIM, XHbl4a, Oeryr
K Mayriu u HasbiBaloOT ero GoJIbLIHMH, Kak CJIOH, HMeHaMu. A Tenepb,
OTTOro 4To 3akpacHesl Becennuii [n1a3ok, Bce [OKyHriH B30ecHJHCh,
Kak wakaJj Tabaku...» )

Mayriay nooxoTHJCS paHO B 3TOT Bedyep W €J1 HEMHOro, uToGhl
He OTflxkesleTb Nepea BeceHHHM GeroM. DTo Oblia Hacrosiuias Gejasi
HOYb, KaK ee HasblBalOT. Bce pacTeHusi ¢ yTpa, KasaJjocb, yCIeJu
BblpacTH OoJiblie, yem 3a Mecsil. M3 BeTku, kotopasi elle HakaHyHe
Obila BCsl B JKEJTHIX JIMCTbAX, 3akKanaJl COK, Korfga Mayriu ciomas
ee. Mox rycto W Temjlo KypuaBHJICS IOA €ro HOraMH, OCTphle Kpasi
MOJIOJOH TpaBbl He pe3aJlu pyK.

Mayrin rpoMko 3anes oT BocTopra, HauuHasi cBoi Ger. DT1o GblIO
6osbllie BCEro MOXOXKe Ha IMoJjieT, nMotoMy u4to Mayryu BbiGpan IJIHH-
HBI CKJIOH, CMyCKaBLIMHCA K CKBEPHBIM 60JIOTaM 4depe3 TYCTYIO udally,
rie ymnpyrasi noudBa 3arjyllasa 3ByK ero IuaroB. YesoBeK, BOCHH-
TaHHbIH 4eJIOBEKOM, He pa3 CIOTKHyJcsl Obl, BbiGHpasi AOPOTY [pH
o0MaHYMBOM JIyHHOM cBeTe, a HOrd Mayriu, npuyuyeHHble OOJTHMH
rofilaMu XXH3HH B Jecy, HECJH €ero Jerko, kKak nepelliko. Korna ruuioi
CTBOJI HJH CKPBITBIH KaMeHb I[0JBepTHIBAJUCh €My IOJ HOTH, OH He
3aMejJ i llara M IepeckakuBals yepe3d HHX Oe3 HanpsikeHus, Oe3
yeuausi. Ecnu emy Hapoemano GexaTb Mo 3eMJle, OH MO-06e3bfIHBH
XBaTajicl pyKaMM 3a IpPOYHYIO JIHAHYy M CKopee B3Jjeras, ueM B30H-
paJics, Ha BepXHHe TOHKHe BEeTBH H MyTelleCcTBOBAaJ IO JAPeBeCHBIM
joporaM, ToOKa y Hero He MeHslJocb HacTpoeHve. Torga oH cHoBa
cryckaJjcsi BHHM3, K 3eMJe, 1O JJHHHOH, o6poclielt JHCTbSIMH ayre
JuaH. EmMy BcTpeuasuch ellle moJsiHble 3HOSI JIOXKOHMHBI, OKPYXKEHHbIE
BJIaXKHBIMHM CKaJlaMH, T'Ae TPYAHO OblJIO AblllaTh OT TAXKEJOro apomara
HOUHBIX LBETOB; JIHaHBI, CIJIOUIb MOKpPLITHIE LBETOM; TEMHble MNpoce-
KH, Tlle JYHHbIH CBeT JexXaJ TNoJocaMH, NMPaBHJBHBIMH, KaK KJeTKH
MpaMOpHOro ToJa; 4Yallid, rie MoJojasi nopocib Obljla eMy Mo rpyib
4, CJIOBHO pyKaMu, oOHHMaJja ero 3a TaJjlHIO; H BepLIHHbl XOJIMOB,
yBeHUaHHble paclaBLIMMHCH Ha KYCKH yTecaMH, T[e OH nepenpbiruBali
C KaMHsl Ha KaMeHb HaJ HOpaMH nepenyraHHslX Jucull. [Jo Hero goHo-
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cusioch cnaboe, oTpasleHHOe «4yX-uyx» KabGaHa, TOYMBLIErO KJIbIKH
O CTBOJI, a HEMHOTO MOrojsi OH BCTpeyas H CaMOro 3Beps,, B MOJHOM
OJMHOYECTBE C NeHOH Ha MopjAe W TOpsiLlUMH TJla3aMH pBaBLIero H
pasiHpaBLIero pLIXKYIO KOpy AepeBa. A He TO OH CBOpaudBaj B CTO-
poHy, 3aciblliaB CTYK pOroB, BOpHYaHHe H ILHTIEHHE, H MpoJeTa] MHMO
IBYyX pa3bsipeHHbIX OyHBosoB. OHH pacKaudBaJuChb B3aj W Brepej,
Har{yB TroJIOBbl, BCe B [OJIOCKaX KPOBH, KOTOpasi KaxkeTcsl uepHOH
npu JyHHoM cBete. Mau rpe-Hubyap y peuHoro Opoja OH cJablliag
peB [I>kakasiel — KPOKOJQM/JA, KOTOPHIH MBbIYHT, KaK Obik. A HHoOraa
eMy cJlyyaJsoch MOTPEBOXKHTh KJIYGOK SAOBHTHIX 3MeH, HO, Tpexie ueM
OHH ycreBasJH GpocHTbCSl HAa Mayrsd, oH ye yberas npoub no 6Jec-
Tsllledl pe4HOH rajbkKe H CHOBa YIJyG6Jsijics B Jec.

Tak on 6exas B 3Ty HOYb, TO pacneBasi, TO BHIKPHKHBAs U UyBCTBYS
cebs cuacT/HBee BCEeX B JUKYHIJISX, MIOKa 3anmax LBeTOB He cKasaj eMy,
uto G6su3Ko 0oJloTa,— a QHH JeXXajd ropasfo jajblie caMblX AaJb-
HHX JIeCOB, e OH OOBIYHO OXOTHJICH.

M 3pech Toxe uesoBeK, BOCIHTAHHBIA YEJIOBEKOM, Yepe3 TPH Ilara
yiwesa 6bl C roJoBOH B TPACHHY, HO Y Mayriu cjJoBHO ObljiH TJasa
Ha HOTraxX, ¥ 3TH HOTH HeCJId ero C KOUKM Ha KOUKY H C OCTPOBKa Ha
TPACKHHA OCTPOBOK, He mpocsi nomowin y ria3. OH jgepxan nyTh K
cepenuHe 6GoJioTa, CniyrdBasi Ha Oery QUKHX YTOK, H TaM ycescsl Ha
MOPOCIUHA MXOM CTBOJI, HAKJIOHHO TOpPYaBUIHH U3 UepHOH BOAHI.

Bce 6os0T0 Bokpyr Mayrau 6oapcTBOBasio, NOTOMY YTO BeCEHHEH
MOpoH NTHYHH HaApOJd CHUT OUYeHb UYYTKO W CTalKH NTHIL peloT Hal
60J0TaMHu BCIO HOYb HampoJser. Ho HukTo He 3ameuan MayraH, KOTOphIH
cHllesl CpeflH BBICOKMX TPOCTHHKOB, HameBasi necHio 6e3 cJoB, H, pas-
rIsAblBasi KeCTKHE MONOLUBbI CMYIJBIX HOP, HCKaJ CTapylo 3aHo3y.

Jukas OyiiBosnLa B TPOCTHHKAX MPHBCTANa Ha KOJIEHH H (bIpKHYyJa:

— Yenosek!

— Y-y! — ckasan pukuii OyiiBon Meca (Mayrau 6blio CJBILIHO,
KaK OH BOpo4Yaercsi B rpsiau).— IDTo He yesJoBeK. JTO TO/bKO Ge3Bo-
Jocell BosK M3 Cuonulickolt Crau. B Takue Houu oH Bceraa GeraeT
B3aj W Bllepes.

— ¥Y-y! — orBevasa GyiiBosiula, BHOBb Haru6asi rojloBy K TpaBe.—
A a pymana, uto 3TO UesiOBek.

— T'oBopio TeGe, uro Her. O Mayrau, pas3se TYyT ONacHO?— mpo-
mbivan Meca.

— «O Mayrau, paspe TYT onacHo»! — nepeiapasHH] €ro Mallb-
udK.— Tosbko 06 onHOM W Aymaer Meca: He omacHo Ju TyT! Kpome
Mayrau, koropol#i Geraet B3aj W Bhepel IO Jecy H CTepexeT Bac,
HHKTO HH O 4yeM He aymaer!

Mayrin He ycTostn mepen HCKyIUEHHEM TMOAKPACTbCSl H3-3a TPOCT-
HHKOB K OyHBOJly M KOJIbHYTb ero ocTpHeM Hoxa. Dboubuioii, Bech
OOJHTHIH TpA3bI0 GyABOJ BBICKOUMJ H3 JYyXXH C TPEeCKOM pa3opBaB-
ierocsi cHapsga, a Mayriau pacxoxoTaJjcsi TakK, YTO €My TMpHLLIOCH
CecThb.

— Paccka3biBait Tenepp, Kak Ge3Bosochlii BosMK H3 CHOHHHACKOH
Craun nac te6si, Meca! — KpHKHYJ OH.

— Boak? Tul?— ¢bipkHyn Oy#iBos, Mecsi Horamu TIpAsb.— Bce
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IOKYHIJIH  3HAIOT, YTO Thl Nac JOMALUHIOI CKOTHHY. Tel Takoil Xe
MaJbuHlIKa, KaKHe KpH4aT B MbUJIH BOH TaM, Ha 3aCesIHHBIX MOJSX.
Tor — BoaK U3 mxkyHried! PasBe OXOTHHK CTaHeT moJsi3aTh, Kak 3Mes,
Cpe/ld MUABOK M pajH CKBEPHOH IUYTKH, NOCTOHHOH IlaKasa, MO30pPHTb
MeHfl nepej Moel noAapyro#? Beixogu Ha TBepAyl 3eMJlO, U fl... fl...—
bBy#iBos roBopus ¢ neHod y pra, NOTOMY UTO BO BCeX [JKYHIVIIX HeT
3Bepsl BCHblJIbYHBEeE.

Mayrau, He MeHsii BbIpa’KeHWsl rJja3, CMOTpeJ, KakK TBIXTHT H
¢ripkaer OyiiBos. Korma crano MoXHO 4To-HHOYAb paccibllliaTh
CKBO3b LUyM JIeTEBILUHX BO BCE CTOPOHBI GpBI3T, OH CHPOCHJI:

— Kakasa uenoBeubss crasi XuBeT 3Jlech, y Gosora, Meca? ITux
JOKYHIJIeH 1 He 3Halo.

— Crynaii Ha ceBep! — mpopeBes cepauto OYHBOJ, NOTOMY UTO
Mayryid KoJibHYJl ero JAOBOJIbBHO CHJIbHO.— TakK WyTAT KOpPOBbH Nac-
tyxu! Crynaii, pacckaxku npo 5To B JepeBHe y 6oJioTa.

— UYesoBeubss cras He JIOGHT CJyllaTh NMPO AXKYHLIH, Ja f H
caMm JyMmalo, 4YTO JHIUHAS lapanNdHa Ha TBOeH HIKype — He TakKasl
BaXXHOCTb, YTOGbI PO Hee paccKa3biBaTb. A Bce XKe s MOHLY MOCMOTPIO
Ha 3Ty nepeBHio. [la, moiiny! Ycnokoificst! He kaxayio Houb X035IHH
J>KyHrJlell NMpUXOAUT nacTH Te6s.

OH nepeluardysl Ha TPSCKyI0O MOYBY Ha Kpaio 0osioTa, XOpOILO
3Hasl, uto OyHBoJ He GpPOCHTCA Tyjna 3a HHM, u Tno6exasa paaJblie,
CMesiCb HaJl ero SipoCThblO.

— Bor Tam 3Be3sa cuaMT Haj caMoH 3eMJleH,— cKasaJ OH H
NPHCTAJBHO BIJsJlEJICS B Hee, CJIOXKHB PYKH TpyOkoi.— Kusihycs 6yii-
BOJIOM, KOTOpBIH BBIKyNHJ MeHsl, 3T0 Kpachblit LlBeTok, ToT camblit
Kpachniii LiBeToK, Bo3Jie KOTOpPOToO s JiexaJl ellie Jo TOro, Kak nonaj B
Cuonniickyio Crato! A Tenepb #1 Bce BHAET W Hago KoH4YaTh Mo# Ger.

Bonoto mepexoausio B LIHPOKYIO JYFOBHHY, Tle MepLaJs OroHeK.
Yxe oueHb naBHO Mayriu nepecras WHTEPECOBATHCH JIOACKHMH [eJsa-
MH, HO B 3Ty Houb Mepuanbe Kpachoro LlBeTka BJeksno ero k ceGe,
CJIOBHO HOBast jo6blua.

— IlocMoTrpio,— cka3asn oH cefe,— OueHb JIH NMEPEMEHHJIACh YeJo-
Bedbsl CcTasl.

[To3zabbiB 0 TOM, YTO OH He y ce6sl B IKYHIVISIX, Tlle MOXeT AeJaTb
BCe, 4TO B3dyMmaerci, Mayrin 6e33a60THO CTyHaJ MO OTSATYEHHBIM
pocol0 TpaBaM, NMOKa He [Jolles N0 TOH XHXKHHBI, TAe TOpes OroHeK.
Tpu-uersipe cobaku nopHAAH Jal,— Mayrin Gbll1 y>Ke Ha OKpaHHe
JlepeBHH.

— Xo! — ckazan Mayruu, GecllyMHO cafsicb M NocChl1asi HM B OT-
BET BOJIYbe NJyXoe BOpUYaHHe, cpa3y ycMmupuBuiee cobak.— Uro Gyner,
To Oyaer. Mayrau, Kakoe tebGe neqo o OepJior uenoBeubeH crau?

On norep ry6b, BCIOMHHasi O TOM KaMHe, KOTODbIH pacceK HX
MHOTO JleT Ha3aj, Korja Apyrasi cTafi H3riana ero.

JlBepb XuKHHBl OTKpBLIAach, M Ha MOpore IMOSIBUJIAch >KEHIUHHA,
BIJISIABIBAIOUIASICSE B TeMHOTY. 3amjakasl pe6GeHOK, W »KeHLlWHa CKa-
3ajla, 06epHYBIUUCH K HEMY:

— Cmu! 1o nmpocro wakan pasbyann cob6ak. Ckopo Ha-
CTaHeT yTpo.
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Mayrau, cuasi B TpaBe, 3alpoxaJ, CJIOBHO B Juxopanke. OH
XOpOUIO IMOMHHJI 3TOT TrOJIOC, HO UTOOBl 3HaTh HaBePHAKA, KPHKHYJ
HErpOMKO, YIOMBJISSICb, KaK JIEKO 4YeJOBeUHH fI3blK BEDHYJCH K HeMy:

— Meccya! O Meccya!

— K10 MeHs 30BeT?— crnpocuJia KeHUIHHA J[ApOXKALIHM TOJIOCOM.

— PasBe Th 3a6bla?— cka3as Mayriu; B ropse y Hero mnepe-
COXJIO MPH ITHX CJOBaX.

— Ecan 310 TH, ckaxH, kKakoe umMs 1 jana tebe? Ckaxu! —
Ona npukpblyia JBepb HANOJOBHHY W CXBaTHJach PyKOH 3a rpylb.

— Harxy! O, Hatxy! — orBetus1 Mayrau, u60, Kak Bbl NOMHHTE,
3THM HMeHeM Ha3BaJa ero Meccya, Korda OH BNepBble MNpHIlesn B
4eJIoBeYbl0 CTalo.

— Tlonu cioma, celHOK! — mo3BaJsia oHa.

M Mayrsy, BeIiAsi Ha CcBeT, B3TASHYJ B JHLO MeccyH, TOH XKeH-
IHHL, KOoTopasi 6wlia nobpa K HeMy H KOTOPYIO OH cmac Korja-To
ot uesnoBeubeil crau. OHa mnocrapesa W BOJOCH y Hee MOCeAENH, HO
rjiasa 4 rojioc ocTajiuch Te Xe. Kak Bce KeHLlMHb, Meccya aymada,
uTo HajeT Mayryin TAKHM Ke, KAKHUM OCTaBuWJia, U YIHBJEHHO MOJAHANIA
rjasa ot rpyad Mayriu K ero rojioBe, KacaBlUeHCSl TIPHTOJIOKH.

— Mo#i cbiH...— mpoJenerana oHa, nagas K ero Horam.— Ho 310
yXKe He MOH CbiH, 3TO JecHoe GoxecTBo! Ax!

On CTOA1 B KpacHOM cBeTe MacJSHOH JIaMMbl, BBICOKHH, CHJIbHBIH,
KpacHBbli, C HOXOM Ha Ilee, C YePHBIMH AJIHHHBLIMH BOJIOCAMH, pa3-
MeTaBIIMMHCA [0 MJiledyaM, B BeHKe M3 6esioro »XacMHHa, H ero Jierko
6blI0 MpPUHATL 32 CKazouHoe GoxecTBO JecoB. PeGeHoK, ApeMaBLUHH
Ha KOHKe, BCKOUMJI H TPOMKO 3aKpuuas oT cTrpaxa. Meccya oGepHy-
Jlacb, YTOGBl YCNOKOHTb €ro, a Mayriii CTOSJl HelOABHXKHO, VISl Ha
KYBIUHHBI M TOPLUKH, Ha Jiapb C 3epHOM H Ha BCIO JIOACKYIO YTBapb,
TaK XOpOLUIO €My MaMsITHYIO.

— UYro THl Gynelb ecTh WJIH NUTL?— npoilenrtana Meccya.— Ito
Bce TBoe. Mbl 06513aHbl Te6Ge Xu3Hbl0. HO TOT JM ThI, KOro s Ha3plBaJsa
Hatxy, uiu Tel v BpaBny JecHo# Gor?

— 1 Harxy,— cka3zan Mayrad,— u s 3alles OuYeHb JaJleKo OT
noma. §1 yBHIes 3TOT cBeT W mpulle cioja. $1 He 3HaJ, UTO THl 3[€Ch.

— Korpa mbl npuuwsnn B KanxuBapy,— po6ko ckaszana Meccya,—
MOH MYy> MOCTYNHWJ Ha CJAYyXOy K aHru4aHaMm, U Mbl MOJYYHJIH 31€Ch
HeMHoro 3emsd. OHa He Takasi Xopollasi, Kak B CTapoH [epeBHe,
HO HaM He MHOTO HaJo — HaM BJBOEM.

— Tne e oH, TOT yYesoBek, 4YTO TaK HCOYrajcf B Ty HOUYb?

— Bort yxXe rog, kak oH ymep.

— A 310T? — Mayruu ykasan Ha pebeHka.

— OT0 MOH CbiH, YTO poAauJcA ABe 3uMbl Ha3aa. Ecau Thl Gor,
nopapu emy Musoctb JlKyHrjel, uTo6bl OH OCTaBaJsCsl HeBPEJHMbIM
cpeid TBOEro... TBOEro HapoAa, KaK Mbl OCTaJHCb HeBpedHMbl
B TY HOUb.

OHa nopHsna peGeHKa U TOT, 3a6bIB O CBOEM CTpaxe, NOTSHYJCA
K HOXY, BHCeBlUeMYy Ha rpyad Mayrau. Mayriu 6epeXHO OTBeJ B CTO-
POHY MaJsleHbKHe PYKH.

— A econ To HaTxy, KoTOoporo yHec TuUrp,— C 3amHHKOH Mpo-
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noJixkana Meccya,— Toraa oH TBo# Maanui 6part. $1 passeny oroms,
M Tbl Hallbelbcsi ropsyero MoJjoka. CHHMH >KAaCMHHOBbI BEHOK, OH
NaxHeT CJAMUIKOM CHJBbHO AJIS1 TaKOH MaJsleHbKOH KOMHATHI.

Mayrau nuJa Tenjoe MOJOKO AOJNTHMH TJIOTKaMu, a Meccya Bpemsi
OT BpPEMeHH MOorJjakupaJja ero no niedy, He GyAyudu BIOJIHE yBepeHa,
ee Ju 3T0 colH HaTtxy uam kakoe-nHubGynb uynecHoe GOXKeCTBO HXKYHT-
Jiedl, HO pajysiCb Yy>Ke TOMY, UTO OH XKUB.

— CBIHOK,— CKa3aJla HakoHellL Meccya, # ee rsaza OJecHYJH
rOpAOCTbI0,— KTO-HHOYAb Yy>Ke roBopHJ TebGe, UTO Thl KpPacHBeC BCeX
Ha cBete?

— UYro? — ortosBasca Mayrau, H60, pa3dyMeeTcsi, HHKOr1a He CJbl-
XaJ HHYero noJoGHOTO.

Meccya JsackoBo M pajnocTHo 3acMessach. Efi poBosbHO 6hljIo
B3IVIIHYTb Ha €ro JHLO.

— 3HauHT, 1 nepsas? Tak W cjejyeT, XOTl peiKo ObiBaer, 4TOObI
CblH YCJblIaJ OT MaTepH TaKylo NPHATHYIO BeCTb. Tbl OUeHb KpPacHB.
51 B »KH3HKM He BUIbIBajia TaKOH KPacoTHI.

Mayrau Bepres TronoBol, crapasfich Orjsigerb ce6sl yepes MmJeuo,
a Meccya cHoBa paccMesiiach W cMesijiach TakK [JoJro, uto Mayraw,
caM He 3Hasl MOYCMy, HAauaJl CMesITbCSl BMecTe ¢ Hel, a peGeHOK nepe-
6eras OT OJHOTO K JIpYTOMy, TOX€ CMesiChb.

— Her, He Hacmexaiica Han 6patom,— ckasajga Meccya, noiimas
pe6GeHKa M mpuxKuMasi ero K rpyad.— Ecuu Tl BbIpacTelllb XOTb BIOJIO-
BHHY TaKHM e KpacuBbIM, Mbl XKEHHM Te6f Ha MJajlued JouepH
KHAA34, U Thl GyJelib KaTaTbCA Ha OOJbIIHX CJIOHAX.

Mayrau nonumas enBa OfHO CJIOBO H3 Tpex B ee pa3rosope. Temioe
MOJIOKO YCBIIHJIO €ro nocJjie COpoKaMHJbHOro npobera, oH Jer Ha 6OK,
CBEpHYJICA H Yepe3 MHHYTY YCHYJ IJyGOKHM CHOM, a Meccya OTKHHYJa
BOJIOCHl C €ro rjas, Hakpblja ero ojesyioM H Obl1a cuacT/HBa.

ITo o6bluato mxKyHrJe#, oH mpocnaJ KoHell 3TOH HOYH H BeCb cJe-
LyIOIHH JleHb, NMOTOMY YTO UYyTbe, HMKOrja He 3acobinasliee BIOJHe,
roBOpPHJIO eMy, 4TO 3Jech Heuero 6ositbcsi. HakoHell oH mpocHyJcs,
cleslaB CKauokK, OT KOTOPOro 3aTpsic/ach XHXKHHA: MPUKPHITBIH 0OllesJIoM,
OH BHAeN BO cHe JOBYIWKH. OCTaHOBHBIUHCb, OH BAPYT CXBaTHJCS
3a HOX, TFOTOBbIH OGHTbCA C KeM YrOAHO, a COH elle IJffen H3 ero
pacuIipeHHbIX TIJas.

Meccya 3acMesiiach W MocTaBuja Nepel HHM YXKHH. Y Hee Obl-
JH TOJbKO XKeCTKHe JlemeliKd, HCMeyYeHHble Ha ABIMHOM OTHe, pHC
M TOpCTOYKA KBalUEHBHIX TaMapHHAOB — POBHO CTOJIbKO, 4TOOBI
npojepxaTbCl J0 Beuepa, korpa Mayrau pobyner uTo-HHOYIb
Ha OXoTe.

3anax pochl c GoaoT MpoGyAWT B HeM roJoi u TpeBory. Emy
XOTeJIOCh KOHUHTb BeceHHHH 6er, HO peGeHOK HH 3a YTO He CXOAMJ
¢ ero pyk, a Meccya HenpeMeHHO XeJsaJjla pacuecaTb ero JAJHHHbIE
HCCHHA-4epHble BoJslochl. OHa pacuecbiBajJa HX H Iejla NPOCTEHbKHE
JleTCKHe MeCeHKH, TO Ha3blBas Mayriu CblHOM, TO NpOCH ero yAeauTb
pe6eHKY XOTb HHYTOXHYIO NOJIO ero BJAacCTH Haj IXKYHIVIIMH. [Bepb
XHXKHHBI OblJ1a 3aKpbiTa, HO Mayrad ycaslliaj XOpollo 3HAKOMbIH 3BYK
M yBHIeJ, Kak por Meccyu packpelics OT cTpaxa, Korja GoJbliasi
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cepasi Jlana nokKasajacbh H3-moj ABepd, a 3a jaBepbio Cepniéi Bpar
3aBblJ NMPHUIJIYLIEHHO H 2KaJo6HO.

— ¥Yxonu u xau! Bel He 3axorenu NpuiTH, Korga s Bac 3BaJ,—
ckaszan Mayran Ha f3blKe [JOKYHIVIeH, He TmOBOopauyuBasl TOJIOBHI,
1 6GoJsiblliasl cepasl Jama HcuesJa.

— He... He npuBoau c co6Go# TBOHX... TBOHX CJYI,— cKa3aJya Mec-
cya.— Sl... MBI BCerja >KHJH B MHPe C JKYHIJVISIMH.

— W ceituac mup,— ckazan Mayrad, BcTaBasi.— BcrnomHH Ty
Houb Ha jopore B Kanxusapy. Toraa ObliH AeCATKH TaKHX, KaK OH,
H nosaad ¥ Brnepeau Te6s. OnHako A BHXKY, uTo W BecHo#l Hapon
JI>KyHryeli He Bcerna 3abbiBaeT MeHsl. MaTb, f1 yX0xXy!

Meccya cMHpDEHHO OTCTYNHJIa B CTOPOHY — OH H BNPSIMb KasaJicsl
el JlecHbIM GO0XeCTBOM,— HO €/1Ba €ro pykKa KOCHyJacb [JBepH, Kak
MaTepHHCKOe UyBCTBO 3aCTaBHJO ee 3a6pOCHTb pPyKd Ha Lielo Mayrau
U o6HHUMAaTbh ero, oOHUMaTb 6e3 KOHLA.

— Ilpuxoau! — npowenrtana oHa.— CblH Tbl MHE HWJIH HE CblH,
npuxoad, motomy uto si Jwobmio Tebsa! M cmoTpu, oH Toxe ropioer.

Pe6eHok mnuakajq noTOMy, 4YTO 4YeJoOBeK C O6JeCTALIHM HOXOM
YXOJHJ OT Hero.

— Tlpuxonu onsatb,— nmoropusna Meccya.— Y Houblo u aHeMm 3Ta
IBepb BCerjla OTKphiTa 1Js Tebs.

[Fopno Mayriu cxaJioch, CJIOBHO €ro JaBHJO H3HYTPH, H TOJOC €ro
Npo3ByyYaJl Hanpsi>KeHHO, KOrAa OH OTBEeTHJI:

— 51 HenpeMeHHO mpuiy onAThb... A Temepb,— MPOAOJKAI OH YyXKe
3a [BepbIO, OTCTPaHAsS TOJIOBY JacTAILErocA K HeMy BOJKa,— f1 TOGOH
HepoBoJeH, Cepoiit Bpat. [louemy BBl He mpHIUJH Bce 4eTBepo, KOriaa
sl Mo3BaJl Bac, yXe JaBHO?

— J1aBHO? DT0 6BLJIO TONBLKO BYEpa HOULIO. $1... MBL... NeJH B AXKYH-
rJIsiX HOBble MecHH. Pa3Be Thl He MOMHHLUBL?

— BepHo, BepHo!

— M kak TonbKo mnecHu Oblid creTts,— ropsivo npoposxkan Ce-
puiii Bpat,— 51 no6exaa no TBoemy cieny. 51 6pocHs oCTaNbHBIX H NO-
Gexkas K Teb6e co Bcex Hor. Ho urto ke TH Hajenas, o MaJieHbKu#
Bpat! 3auem Tol esn u cnaJj c uenopeubel craei?

— Ecaun 6bl Bol npuuisig, Korfga s Bac 3BaJj, 3TOro-He CJY4YHJOCH
6bl,— cka3as Mayrau, npubaBJasis wary.

— A uto ke 6yner Teneps? — cnpocun Cepwifi bpar.

Mayray xoTes OTBeTHTb, HO Ha TPONHHKe MOKa3ajach MAeBYLIKa
B Gesoil omexpe. Cepuit Dpat cpasy mpoman B Kycrax, a Mayrau
GeculyMHO OTCTYNHJ B BBICOKHH TPOCTHHK M Hcue3 Kak ayX. [leByllka
BCKPHKHYJla — el 1oKa3aJioch, YTO OHa yBHJeJa NpHBHIAEHHE, a MOTOM
ray6oKo B3[OXHyJa. Mayrin pa3fABHHYJ pyKaMH [JIMHHBEe CTe6Jid
H CJIeJHJl 3a Hell, NOKa OHa He CKpbliach U3 BHAY.

— A rTenepp s He 3Hal0,— cKazan Mayrau, B3noxHyB.— [louemy
Bbl He NPHLIJIH, KOrja sl Bac 3BaJ?..

— Mpu Bcerga ¢ ToGo#... Bcerna ¢ To6oit,— nposopuan Cepblit
bpar, au3nyB nsatky Mayrau.

— A nofimere Bel CO MHOH K 4YeJoBeubeH cTae? — npoluentad
Mayrau.
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— PasBe s He mnouwesn 3a To6Go#l B Ty HOuYb, Koraa Hawa Cras
npornaja te6a? Kro pasz6yaus Tebsi, Korja Thl yCHYJ B moJie?

— Ia, Ho ewe pa3s?

— Pa3sBe 51 He noulesn 3a ToGOH CerofHsl HOUbIO?

— Ila, Ho ewle u ewe pa3, Cepelii Bpatr, u, Moxer GbITb, elle?

Cepotit Bpat Mosuaa. [lorom oH mnpoBopu4as, cJOBHO Npo ceGsi:

— Ta, uepHasi, cka3aja npasny.

— A uto oHa ckasana?

— UYesoBeK yXOLHMT K ueJOBEKY B KOHLe KOHUOB. VM Hama maThb
roBopHJia TO Ke.

— To xe roeopun u Axena B Houbp [Jlukux Co6ak,— npo6op-
MoTtaJsa Mayriu.

— To xe rosopus u Kaa, KoTopblii yMHee Hac Bcex.

— A uto ckaxewb T, Cepniit bpat?

Cepniit Bpat HekoTtopoe BpeMmsi GexXxaJsl pbICblo, HE OTBeudasl, MOTOM
CKa3aJl C pacCTaHOBKOH OT Npb2KKa K TPBIXKKY:

— JHetenbiin — Xo3siun JlKyHrsefi — Mot cBoaHblii Gpat! TBoi
NyTb — 3TO MOH NYyTb, TBOE XHWJIbe — MO€ XHJbe, TBOS JoOblua —
Mosl Ho6blua, U TBOH cmepTHbi Golt — Mol cMepTHbifi Gofi. 51 roBopio
3a Hac TpouX. Ho u4To ckaKellib Thl AXKYHIVIAAM?

— Xopouo, uto Thl 006 3ToM noaymas. Heuero moaro »kaath,
Koraa BuiHlub go6biuy. Ctynait Brmepen u coszoBd Bcex Ha Ckaay Co-
BeTa, a Al paccKaXy WM, 4TO Y MeHsl Ha yMe.

Bo Bcakoe npyroe BpeMs Ha 30B Mayruu cobpaJiuch Gbl, OLIETHHHB
3arpUBKH, BCe JUKYHIJIH, HO Tenepb UM ObLIO He AO TOrO — OHH TeJH
HoBole necHd. M korma Mayrau c TsKeablM cepileMm B3o6paJncsi 1o
XOpOLIO 3HAKOMBIM CKaJjlaM Ha TO MeCTO, Tle €ro KOrja-To NPHHAJIH B
Cralo, OH 3acraj TaM TOJbKO CBOIO 4HeTBepKy BoJkos, bany, noutn
COBCEM OCJemnLiero OT CTapoOCTH, H TSHXKEJOBECHOrO, XJaJHOKPOBHOIO
Kaa, cBepHyBLUErocsi KOJIbLLOM BOKPYr oONycTeBilero Mecra AKelbl.

— 3HauuT, TBOH NMyTh KOHYAaeTCA 3Jech, uesoBeK?— cKasaa Kaa,
korna Mayrau Opocuscsi Ha 3emui0.— Ellle Korja Mbl BCTPeTHJHCb
B XoJsoauelx Bepiorax, st 310 3uas. YesoBek B KOHUe KOHLOB YXOJHT
K UeJIOBEKY, XOTSl JXKYHIJIH ero H He TOHST.

YerBepo BOJIKOB morJsaend Apyr Ha Apyra, notomM Ha Mayrau —
YAHBJIEHHO, HO TNOKOPHO.

— Tak AXKYHIVIH He TOHAT MeHSi? — C TPYAOM BBIMOJBHJ Mayriu.

Cepolit Bpat 4 ocrasnbHble Tpoe BOJKOB SIPOCTHO 3aBOpuYaJid ¥ Ha-
yajau Gbuio: «[loka Mbl KHBBI, HHKTO He NoOCMeeT...», HO bBaay oc-
TaHOBHJ HX.

— $1 yunn te6s 3akoHy. COBO NMpHHaAAJIeXKHT MHe,— CKa3aJj OH,—
H XOTSl fl Tenepb He BHXY cKaJ nepefn co6o0l0, 3aTO BHXY JaJblie.
JIaryoHok, crynaii cBoefi COGCTBEHHOH NOPOTOH, XKHBH TaM, Tje »KH-
BeT TBOSI KpoBb, TBosi Crasi u TBoH Hapoa. Ho koraa rte6e nonano-
OUTCS KOroTb, uau 3y6, WM [Jia3, WJIH CJ0BO, OBICTPO MNepelaHHOe
HOUbIO, TO MOMHH, Xo03suH JIXKYyHIJIe#, 4YTO JOKYHIVIH — TBOH, CTOMT
TOJILKO 103BaTh.

— W cpennue mxyurau toxe TBou,— cKasas Kaa.— $l He rosopio
o Manenbkom Hapope.
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— O 6patbsi MoM! -— BOCKJIMKHYJ Mayra, ¢ pbilaHHeM NpoCTHPast
K HHM PYKH.— $] He XOUy YXOmuTb, HO MeHsi C/IOBHO TsHET 3a 06e HOTH.
Kak st yliny or atux Houed?

— Her, cmorpu cam, MaJjenuskuit Bpat,— nosropun bBaay.— Hu-
uero TOCTHIAHOrO HeT B 3ToM oxore. Korna Men cbeneH, Mbl ocTaBisieM
nyctoit yJei.

— C6pocuB KOXKY, YKe He Bje3ellb B Hee cHOBa. TakoB 3akoH,—
ckasaJn Kaa.

— Ilocnymwaii, moe cokposuille,— ckasan baay.— Hukto 3mech
He Oyner ynaep»xuBaTb Tebsi-— HH cJOBOM, HH nejgoM. CmoTpu cam!
Kro craner cnoputb ¢ Xo3sinHom JIkyuraei? §1 Bupmesn, Kak Tol
Hrpaj BoH TaM OeJbIMH KaMellKaMH, Korga OGbll MaJjeHbKuMm JIsary-
wonkoM. M Barupa, koTopasi oraaja 3a re6s MOJIOAOrO, TOJNBKO HYTO
yb6utoro OyiBoJia, Buaena Te6s Toxke. [locse Toro ‘cmorpa ocrajuchk
TOJIbKO Mbl OJIHH, W60 TBOSI NMpHeMHas MaTb yMepJa, yMep H TBOH
npueMHbli otell. Crapo#t Boaubelt Craun paBHO yxe Her. Tol cam
3naeiib, dyem Konuua ILlep-Xan, Axeny xe y6unau [ukue Co6akw;
OHH mory6usan 6bl M BClO Cuonuiickylo Crtalo, ecin Obl He TBOH MY.-
pocts u cuaa. Ocranauce TonbKO cTapuku. M yxe He nereHsillt mpo-
cut nossoJieHusi Y Crau, Ho Xo3sauH J[KyHr/eil u36upaer HOBBIH NMyTb.
Kro craHer cnopuTh C YeJlOBEKOM H ero oGbi4asiMu?

— A kak xe Dbarupa u O6yiiBosi, KOTOpHIH BBIKYNHJI MeHS? —
ckazaj Mayrin.— MHe He XoTesoCb OHl...

Ero cnoBa 6bliM npepBaHbl peBOM H TPECKOM B uHallle MOA TOpoii,
H nosiBWJIach barupa, Jerkasi, cuibHas W Trpo3Has, KaK BCeraa.

— Bor noyemy,— ckasaja mnaHTepa, BBITATHBas BHepel OKpO-
BaBJICHHYI0 MpaByl0 Jany,— BOT MNoueMy si He mnpuxofunaa. Oxora
6bl1a foJrasi, HO Temepb OH JIEKUT YOUTHIH B KycTax — OyHBOJ 1O BTO-
pomy roay,— ToT Oy#BoJ, KoTopbiii ocBoGoaHT Tebs1, Masenbkuii Bpar.
Bce posru ynnauenbl Temepb crosiHa. UYTo ke KacaeTcsi OCTaJsIbHOTO,
TO Al CKaxy TO ke, uto si Baay.— Oua su3sHyna Hory Mayrau.—
He 3a6eiBait, uto Barupa mo6una te6s1! — KpHKHYJIa OHa H CKauKaMu
NoHecJach MpOYb.

Y NOAHOXHA XoJIMa OHa CHOBa KPHKHYJa TPOMKO H MNPOTSIXKHO:

— Jlo6po#t oxoTsl Ha HoBOM nyTH, Xo3sind Jxyurieit! He 3a6uiBaii,
uro Barupa mo6una te6s.

— Tet  cablwan? — ckazan Bany.— Bosbiie Huuero He Gyner.
Crynait Tenepb, HO CHauasa nopoian Ko mue. O mMyzapblil MaseHbKuil
JlarylwoHok, nopofinu Ko Mue!

— Henerko c6pacsiBaTh KoXy,— cKasaJj Kaa.

A Mayrnu B 3TO BpeMsi pbljaJ H pbialj, yTKHYBLIHCH TOJIOBOH
B 60K cjenoro meiaseAss H oOHSIB ero 3a e, a DBaJjy Bce nbitajics
JIM3HYTb €ro HOTH.

— 3Be3anl peleloT,— cka3aa Cepwolit Bpat, Hioxasi npenpaccser-
Hbli BeTepok.— ['ie Mbl 3ansikeMm ceroftsi? OTHbiHE MBI MOHAEM MO HO-
BOMY MYTH.

W 310 — mocnennuit u3 pacckasoB o Mayriu.









PUKKHN-TUKKU-TABU

-‘.? o \ o .
& TO pacCKa3d O BE€JHKOH BOHHE, KOTOpPYIO BeJl

- ” B onuHOUKy Pukku-Tukku-TaBu B BaHHOH 6GoJlb-
woro aoma B nocejke CurayJu.

Ilapau, nruua-moptHoi', momorana emy, n UyuyHnpa, MyckycHas
Kpbica’,— Ta, UTO HMKOrJa He BHIGEXHT HAa CepeiuHy KOMHATH, a BCe
KpajeTcs y caMoi cTeHbl,— JaBaJja eMmy coBeThl. Ho mo-Hacrosiiemy
BOEBaJl OH OJHH.

Pukku-Tukku-TaBu 6611 MaHryct®. M XBocT M Mex GblJM y HEro Kak
y MaJIeHbKOil KOLIKH, a roJIoBa M BCe MOBAajJKH — Kak y sacoduku®. [asa
y Hero OblIM pPO30BbIE, H KOHUMK €ro GecrnoKOHHOro Hoca TOxe Obla
po3oBbii. PuKkH Mor nouecaTtbcsi rie B3LyMaeTcsi, BCe PaBHO KaKoH

' Mmuya-nopmuod (NOPTIMXA) — I03KHO-a3MaTCKas NTHUA, BbIOLLAS THE3NO B Kap-
MaHe, «CWHTOM» M3 JHCTbeB. OTCIO4A Ha3BAHME NTHLbL.

? Myckycras kpoica (OMAATpa) — NAJbHAS POACTBEHHWIA MbILIK-TIONEBKH, JKHBET
H B BOJe M Ha cylle.

8 Maneycmer — Menkue XHUIHBle JKHBOTHbIE, HCTPeGSIOLIME SLOBHTHX  3Mel.
O6HTaIOT B TPOMHUECKHX CTPAHAX, JIETKO HPHPYHYaloTCs.

* Jlacka — maJienbKoe XHMULHOE KHMBOTHOE, HCTPeCJifieT BPEAHbIX I'Dbl3YHOB.
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Jlanko#: nepeaHed Jsiu, 3aaHeil au. M Tak ymen OH pacnyuwuTb CBOMH
XBOCT, YTO JejlajiCsi MOXO0XKHM Ha KpYraylo AJWHHYlo weTky. M ero
60eBO¥ KJIMY, KOI'Zla OH MUaJiCst B BbICOKHX TpaBaX, Obll PHKKH-THKKH-
THKKH-THKKH-UK!

OH »KHJT ¢ OTLOM H MaTepblo B y3KOH Jloxk6uHe. Ho oHaxabl JieToM
NPOM30LIJI0 HAaBOAHEHHe, M BOJA MOHECJa ero BAOJb NPHIOPOXKHOTO
pBa. On 6pblkasca u 6apaxraJjcs Kak Mor. Hakoren emy yaaJioch yxBa-
THTbCS 3a MJIBIBYLUMI MYYOK TPaBbl, H TAM OH JIepIKaJICsl, OKa He JHLIUI-
cs1 co3HaHust. OYHyJICSE OH Ha ropsiueM NpHUNeKe B Caly, NOCPeJHHe J0-
POXKKH, HCTEpP3aHHbIH M TPsI3HBIH, 8 KaKOH-TO MaJlbiHK B 3TO BpeMs
cKasaJ:

— MeptBrii MaHryct! [laBail ycTpouM NOXOpPOHbI!

— Her,— cka3aJsa mMaJjibuuKy MaTbh,— BO3bMeM-Ka €ro M oOCyllnM.
Moker 6bITb, OH €liie »KHBOH.

OHH BHECJIM ero B JOM, H Kakoi-TO 6GOJbILOH uYesJOBeK B35/ €ro
JByMsl NanblaMH W CKa3aJl, YTo OH BOBCE He MepTBhIi, a TONBbKO 3axJeb-
HyJcst B Bofe. Torna ero 3aBepHyJiM B BaTy M cTaju o60orpeBaTh y OTHS.
OH OTKpBIJI [J1a33 H UYUXHYJL.

-— A Ttenepb,— cka3saJjt Bosbioii UesnoBek,— He myraiiTe ero, H mbl
NOTNSI UM, UTO OH CTAHeT NeNaTb.

Her Ha cBere HHYero TpysaHee, Kak HCAyraTb MaHIycra, MOTOMY
4TO OH OT HOCa [0 XBOCTA BeCb roput JwobonblTcTBOM. «bBern Pasy3Hnaii
n PasHioxaii»,— HauepTaHo Ha ceMeiiHoM rep6e y MaHrycrtoB, a PHkku-
Tukku 6bl1 uncTOKpOBHBIH MaHrycT. OH BcMoOTpeJicsi B BaTy, coobpasud,
4YTO OHa HerogHa JJs1 eabl, o0eXasJ KpyroM CToJja, cel Ha 3ajHue
JIaTNKH, ApPHBEJ CBOIO LIePCTKY B I[OPSIOK, @ MOTOM BCKOYHJ Majib-
YUKy Ha mJieyo.

— He 6Goiicsa, Teanu,— ckasan boabluoin YenoBek.— ITO OH XoueT
¢ TOOOH MOAPYKHUTBLCS.

— A#f, oH 1ekoueT MHe Weto! — BCKpukHYJ Temnu.

Prkku-THKKK 3ar/isiny] emy 3a BOPOTHMK, MOHIOXaJ yXo M, Chyc-
THBLUHCb Ha NoJ, HayaJ TepeTb cebe HOC.

— Bot uypeca! -— ckazana Tepauna matb.— M 310 HasbiBaetcs
avkuii 3Bepek! Bepuo, oH otToro Takoiff pyuyHoH, uTO Mbl ObliH
400pbl K HeMmy.

— MaHrycrol Bce TakMe,— cKa3aJj ee MyX.— Ecau Tenan He cTaHer
TOAHHMATb €ro C NOJly 3a XBOCT M He B3LyMaeT CakaTb €ro B KJETKY,
OH nocenuTcst y Hac U Gynet OGeraTbh no Bcemy joMy... Jaaum emy uero-
HHOY b 110eCTb.

Emy nanu maneubkuil Kycodek chiporo msica. Msco eMmy crpaulHo
no"pasusocb. ITocne 3aBTpaka oH celiuac xe nobeXxas Ha Bepauny,
npHcesl HAa COJIHBIIIKE M Pachylluuga CBOIO LUEPCTKY, YTOObI BbICYLUIHTb €€
Jl0 camblx KopHeH. M ToTuac ke eMy craJio Jyullle.

«B 3sTOM Jn0oMe ecTb Hemajo TaKOro, uto si JOJXKeH pa3BeiaTthb
KaK MOXHO cKopee. MoOHM poauTensiMm 3a CBOIO >KM3Hb He CJyuyasJochb
pa3senatb cToibKO. OcTaHyCh TyT ¥ pa3Belalo BCE KaK eCTb».

Bech 3TOT meHb OH TOJNBKO M feJ1al, YTO PbICKAJ MO BCEMY JIOMY.
OH uyTb He YTOHYJl B BaHHE, Ol CYHYJCSI HOCOM B UEpPHHJIA H TOTUAC XKe
nocye storo o6G:xer cebe HOC O curapy, Kotopywo Kypua Boabumoi UYe-
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JIOBEK, NOTOMY 4TO B3o6paJica K bBoabmomy YesoBeky Ha KoJieHH —
NOCMOTPETb, KakK MUWYyT nepom Ha Oymare. Beuepom o mnpubexan
B Tenauny cnajbHiO, YTOGbI NPOCNEAUTb, K4K 3aXKUrAWTCA KEPOCH-
HOBble Jlamnbl. A Korna Teaau ynercst B nocredib, PUKKH-THKKH APHKOP-
HYJl BO3Jl€é HEro, Ho 0Kas3aJjcsi 6ecriOKOHHBIM COCEeloM, NMOTOMY UTO NpPH
BCAKOM LIOPOXe BCKAaKMBaJ W HAacTopa)kuBaJcsl, u OGexada pa3viHa-
BaTb, B uYem Jesno. Orell ¢ MaTepbio 3alliM [epej CHOM 1lIPOBELAThb
CBOETO COALLErO ChlHA M YBUAENH, 4TO PuKKHU-THKKM He CIHT, 8 CHIMT
y Hero Ha nopnyilke.

—- He HpaButcs MHe 370,— ckaszana Temamna martb.— Uro, eciin oH
YKycHT pebeHKar..

— He 6oitcsi,— ckazan oTel.— DTa 3BepIOLIKA 3alUUTUT €ro Jyullle
BCsikOH cobakn. Ecnu, Hanpumep, Bnonser 3mes...

Ho TenanHa maTbh M LyMaTb He XOTCJA O TAaKHX yrKacax.

K yTpenHemy 3aBTpaky Pukku Bbexas H4 BepaHay BepxoMm Ha Ten-
IMHOM fiede. Emy naau Ganadn u kycouek siiina. Ou uepeGbiBas Ha
KOJICHAIX Yy BCEX, IIOTOMY YTO XOPOLIWH MaHTyCcT HHKOT/A He TepsieT
HaJeXAbl CAEJNATbCA AOMAaLIHUM MaHrycToM. KaXablH W3 HHUX C JleTCTBa
MeuTaeT O TOM, YTO OH OYleT XHTb B ueJloBeuUbeM 10Me U GeraTh U3 KOM-
HaThl B KOMHAaTY.

Iocne 3aepTpaka Pukku-Tukku BblGexas B cai — NOTISANETb, HeT
JH Tam uero 3ameuatesbHoro. Can Oblsl 60JbLIOH, JNHIIb HANONOBHHY
pacuMItieHHBIH. Pe3bl pocid B HeM OrpoMHble — Ka>XAblH KyCT Kak
6ccenka,— 0 6aMOyKoBble pOILH, H anejbCHHOBLIE IepeBbsi, H JIHMOH-
Hble, ¥ TycTble 3apOC/iH BBICOKOH TpaBbhl.

}PMKRi1-THKKY Laxke 0OJIH3HYJICS.

— Henuoxoe mecto nss 0XoThl! -— cKasaJg OH.

¥ uyiL Tosbko moaymas o6 oXxoTe, XBOCT Y Hero paspyJcs, Kak
Kpyraad merka. OH 6bICTpPo o6exXaJs BCIO OKPECTHOCTb, HIOXHYJ 3IeCh,
HIOXHYJ T&M, H BAPYr 1O HEro JAOHEeCJHCb H3 TEPHOBHHKA 4YbH-TO
neyasbHble 1040ca. TaM, B TepHOBHHKe, »XUaM Jlap3u, NTHLA-NOPTHOH,
M ero XeHa. ¥ HUX OblIO KPACHBOE THE3I0: OHM CLUMAM €ro H3 IBYX
GONbLIYILHX JUCTbeB TOHKUMH BOJIOKHHCTBIMM TNPYTHKaMH M HaOuJH
MAITKMM NYyXOM M XJIONKOM. I'He310 Kauajocb BO BCe CTOPOHBI, @ OHH
CHIIeJIH Ha KPal M IPOMKO MJaKaJjlH.

— Yro cayuunsocb? — cripocusa Pukku-THKKH.

— Dboabiioce Hecuacthe! — orBetHa  apsu.— OmguH M3 Hawux
NTEeHLOB BLIBAJMJICS BuYepa W3 rue3na, v Har uporsotua ero.

— I'm,— cka3an Pukku-THKKH,— 35TO oueHb neuagbHo... Ho a Tyt
wejaBHo... Y Hespewnui... Kro takoit Har?

Jlap3u ¥ ero XeHa IOPKHYJH B THE3J0 M HHUYEro He OTBETHJIH, MO-
TOMY UYTO H3 TYCTOH TPaBBl, H3-NMOJ KyCTa, NOCALILIAJIOCh HEerpoMKoe
LIWIeHHe — CTPallHbIl, XOJOJAHBIH 3BYK, KOTOpHH 3acTaBuil PHKKH-
TUKKH OTCKOUYMTb Hasaj Ha leanix aBa ¢yra. [fotom u3 Tpasn Bce
BLILle M BHILE, BepLIOK 33 BepUIKOM, CTaJja NOJAHMMAaThCs TroJIoBa
Hara, orpoMHoit Yepuoil Ko6pbl',— 1 Gbisi 3T0T Har nsitu GyToB AMMHb
OT TOJIOBbl 10 XBOCTA.

! Ko6pa—oqub SAAOBHTAas OUKOBasf 3Med. CBaIlll, YyTh I[OHHXKE TOJIOBbI, Yy HCC

y30p, MOXoxXHuit Ha ouku. Korga oHa cepanTa, oHa pa3jyBacT LUEIO TakK, YTO 110;1y4aercs
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Korpa Tperb ero TyJoOBHILA FOAHAJAach Hal 3emJeH, OH OCTaHO-
BHJICA M HauaJ KauyaTbCsl, KaK OLYyBaHUWK MO BETPOM, WM TJSIHYJ] Ha
Pukku-THKKH CBOMMM 3JIbIMH 3MEWHBIMH TJ1a3KaMH, KOTOpble OCTaloTCH
BCErna OJHHAKOBBIMHM, 0 YeM Obl HWU ayman Har.

— Tbl cnpawuBaewib, KTo Takoil Har? CmoTpu Ha MeHs u gpoxu!
[Toromy uto Har — 3t0 ...

H oH pasnyn coit kanouoH, 1 Pukku-THUKKH yBUaeN HA KamouloHe
OYKOBYIO MEeTKY, TOUb-B-TOUb KaK CTaJlbHasl MeTJsl OT CTAJbHOTO KPOUKa.

PHKKH cTasio cTpaliHo — Ha MHHYTY. [oJsbllle ogHOH MHHYTH MaH-
rycTbl BooOlile HUKOro He GosiTcs, u XoTs1 PHKKH-THKKH HHKOrja He BH-
Jan XUBOH KOGPbl, TAK KaK MaTb KOPMHJA €ro MepTBBIMH, OH XOPOLUO
MOHKWMaJ, UYTO MAaHTyCThl JJIsi TOFO W CYLIeCTBYIOT Ha cBeTe, UTOObI
cpaxarbcs co 3MesiMM, noGexnaTbh MX H ecTb. ITO OBUIO H3BECTHO
v Hary, u notomy B rjyOHHe ero XxoJjojHoro cepala Obl1 CcTpax.

— Hy Tak uto! — ckazan Pukku-THKKYM, H XBOCT y Hero cTaJjl pas-
LyBaTbes onsiTb.— Tl Aymaeillb, ecjid y TeGs y30p Ha CNHHE, TaK Thl
UMeellb MpaBO TIJoTaTh NTEHYHKOB, KOTOpble BBINAAYT H3 rHe3nar

Har npyman B 3TO Bpemst 0 IpyroM W 30pDKO BIJsiABIBAJICS, He llieBe-
JUTCA JIM TPaBa 3a cnuiHod Yy Pukku. OH 3HaJ, YTO €CJH B Cajly MOsIBH-
JIMCb MAHTYCTHl, 3HAUHUT, H €My, H BCeMy 3M@HHOMY DOJY CKOPO INpHIET
koHell. Ho tenepb emy Hy»XHO Gbl1o ycbinuTh BHHMaHHe Bpara. Iloaro-
MYy OH UyTb-UyTb HarHyJl TOJIOBY H, CKJIOHHB ee HaboOK, cKasaJj:

— [Hasaii noroBopum. Benb nTuuby siina Thl elllb, HE NMPaBAa JH?
[Touemy 6Bl MHe He JIAKOMUTbCS NTEHYHMKAMH?

— Cszaau! C3anu! Orasivucs! — nea B 310 Bpemst [lap3u.

Ho Pukku-THKKH XOpoOLIO OHMMAJ, UTO NSJHTb IJ1a3a yXKe HeKOrza.
OH MOANPBITHYJl Kak MOXHO Bbllle M BHH3Y nojJ co60H yBHAes LIMIfA-
wyio rosoBy Haraiine, 3mn0it xkenn Hara. OHa noakpanacbh c3anw,
nokyna Har pasroBapuBaJj ¢ MaHT'yCTOM, M XOTeJla IIPHKOHYHTb €ro.
Oua oTToro W munesna, 4to PHKKM ycko/b3Hys oT Hee. Iloanmpeirnys-
wui Pukku OyxHyJsics K Hell npsiMo Ha chuHy, u Oynb OH nocrapile,
OH 3Han Obl, YTO Temnepb caMoe BpeMsl IPOKYCHTb ee CNHHY 3y0aMu:
olMH Ykyc — u rotoBo! Ho oH Gosincst, kak 6bl OHa He XJECTHYJ/a ero
CBOMM CTpalIHBIM XBOCTOM. BIpoueM, OH KyCHYJ ee, HO He Tak CHJbHO,
KaK CJ1el0Bajo, M TOTHAC XKe OTCKOYWJ OT M3BHBOB XBOCT&, OCTABHB
3Mel0 pa3bsipeHHOH M paHeHOH.

— Tlankuii, ragkuit [apsu! — ckaszan Har u BHTSIHyJCcsL BBepX
CKOJIbKO MOT, YTOOBl JOCTaThb 40 IHe3[la, BUCEBLUEro Ha TEPHOBOM KyCTe.

Ho [dap3u HapouHOo NMOCTPOHJ CBOe I'HE3L0 TaK BHICOKO, YTOOBI 3MeH
He JOCTaJH [0 Hero, U He3J0 TOJbKO KauHYJOCb Ha BeTKe.

PHkku-Tukky 4yBCTBOBaJ, UTO IJla3a y Hero CTAaHOBSITCA BCe Kpac-
Hee W XKapue, a KOrja rja3a y MaHrycra KpacHeloT, 3TO 3HAuHT — OH
odenb cepauT. OH cel Ha XBOCT M Ha 3ajfiHHe Jianbl, KaK MaJleHbKHH
KEeHTYDEHOK, M, TOTJsIIeB BO BC€ CTOPOHBI, 3aTapaTOpPU/] OT SIPOCTH.
Ho BoeBaTb Oblio He ¢ keM: Har u Harafina 10pkHyJIM B TPaBy H HCU€3JIH.
Korpa 3Mee cayuyuTcss NPOMaxHyTbCsi: OHa He TOBOPDHT HH €IHHOrO
CJI0Ba M He noka3blBaeT, uTo cobupaercsi nenatb. Pukku-Tukku naxe
He NbiTaJCsl NpecsefloBaTh BParoB, Tak Kak He OblJl yBepeH, MOXKET JiM
cnpaBHTbesl ¢ o6ouMu cpa3dy. OH noGexan pHICLOH NO HaNpaBJeHHIO
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K JOMYy, CeJl Ha mnecuaHO¥ TponuHkKe M rayb6oko 3anymadcs. Jla u
6bl70 O ueM.

Korpa te6e cayuyHTCs YMTaTb CTapble KHHIH O pa3HblX XKHBOT-
HbIX, Tbl MpOUTeWb, OYATO y»>KaJleHHbIH 3Meell MaHTyCT ToTuac Xe yGe-
raeT nNpoyb H CbeflaeT Kakylo-TO TPaBKy, KoTopasi OyaTo Obl JIEUUT ero
oT ykyca. to HeBepHo. Ilo6Gena maHrycra nan ko6poit — B GBICTpOTE
ero rnas u Jjamn. ¥ ko6pbl — YKyC, Y MaHIycTa — MPBIKOK.

W Tak Kak HHKakoMy rya3y He YCJeAHWTb 3a JBHKEHHEM 3MEHHOH
TOJIOBbI, KOTIA OHA XOYeT YXKaJMTb, 3TOT MNPLIXKOK MaHrycra 4yjuecHee
BCAIKOH BoJIIeOHOH TpaBhI.

Pukku-THKKM XOpoLlo NMOHHMAJ, YTO OH elle MOJOJOH M HEeOoINbIT-
Heli. OTToro emy ObLIO Tak pajgoCTHO AyMaTb, YTO OH H3JIOBUHMJCS
YBHJIbHYTb OT HanageHHs c3and. OH nouyBcTBOBaJ) GoJibIOe yBaXKe-
HHe K cefe, H, Korja Mo canoBoil Jopoxkke nonbexan Kk Hemy Tennw,
OH OblJ1 He MPOYb NO3BOJHTb MaJbyyra”y, utobbl TOT MOMJAfM] €ro.
Ho kak pa3 B 3Ty MuHyTy, Korna Telau HArHyJcsi Haj HHM, 4TO-TO
MeJIbKHYJIO, H3BHBAsiCh B MNbLIHM, U TOHEHbKHH ToJIOCOK Npou3Hec: «be-
perucb! I — Cmeptb!» D10 Guina Kapaiit, nblibHo-cepasi 3Melka, Ko-
Topasi JOOHT BaiATbcA B necke. )Kasno y Hee Takoe Ke siJOBHTOE, KakK
y KoOOpHl, HO OTTOro, 4TO OHa MaJjieHbKasi, HHMKTO He 3aMeuaeT ee,
M TakuM o6pa3oM OHa ANPHHOCHT JIIOASM ellle GoJiblle Bpena.

I'naza y Pukku-TuKKH onsiTb CTaJM KpacHble, H OH, NPUIJSCHIBAs,
noabexan k KapailT Toil ocoGeHHOH, HEPOBHOH MOXOAKOH BPACKAUKY,
KOTOpYIO yHacjenoBas oT cBouxX npapoauteneil. [Toxonka 3abasnas,
HO oyeHb yjnoOHasi, IOTOMY HTO HAaeT BaM BO3MOXHOCTb CHeJaTb Mpbl-
KOK TOJ KaKWM YrofHo yrjoM. A Kormza HMmeellb €0 CO 3MesiMH,
5T0 BaxXHee Bcero. [loeguHok ¢ Kapaiit 6ol ellle onacHee aas PukkH,
yeM cpaxeHue ¢ Harom, noromy uro Kapa#iT takass maJjieHbKasi U JIOB-
Kasi 3MeliKa, 4TO, eCJM TONbKO PHKKH He BOIbeTCsl B Hee C3aAM 3y0aMu
4yyTb MOHMXKe roJioBbl, KapaliT HellpeMeHHO yXaauT ero Jaubo B rJas,
au6o B ry0y.

Bripouem, Pukku 3Toro He 3HaJ. [y1a3a y Hero coBceM NOKpACHeJIH,
OH YyXXe HM O 4eM He pa3iyMbiBaJl, OH LIeJ ¥ pacKaudBaJjcs B3aj U BIle-
pel, BbIMCKHBasi, Kylna eMmy Jyudile BoH3uTbcsi 3ybamu. Kapaiit Hane-
TeJla Ha Hero. PHKKM OTCKOuWJ BOOK M XoTenl OblIO ee YKYCHTb, HO
NPOKJATAs NbIIbHO-Cepasi roJIoBKa OUYYTHJACh Y CaMOro €ro 3aThUIKa,
M, 4TOObl COpPOCHTL €e CO CHHHBl, €My HNPHIUIOCL MNEePEKYBBIPHYThCS
B Bo3ayxe. OHa He oTCTaBajla M Muajach 3a HHM IO NATAM.

Tennu noBepHyJCS K IOMY M KPHKHYJL:

— Hnure nocMorpuTe: Hali MaHryct y6uBaeT 3melo!

W Pukku-Tukkd ycablinaj, kak B3Bu3rHyna Temanna matb. Orel
MaJibuMKa BbifeXas ¢ mnajkoll, Ho Kak pa3 B 3To Bpems Kapaiit
clesana HeyJaauyHblii PbIBOK — JaJbllle, YeM HYXXHO,— H Puxku-Tukku
BCKOYMJI Ha Hee M BLenuJcs 3y6amu 4yTb NOHHXKE €€ TOJIOBhl, d MOTOM
oTkaTuJics poub. KapailT cpa3y nepecrana ieBenutbesi, H Pukku-Tuk-
KM yXKe NPUTOTOBHJCS CbeCTb ee, HauWHas € xBocTa (TakoB obeneH-
Hbli 0OblYail y MaHrycToB), KOTJa OH BCIIOMHHJ, YTO MAHTYCThl OT ChHIT-
HOW efibl TSXKEJeT M 4TO, eCi OH XOueT COXPAHUTh CBOK JIOBKOCTb
¥ CHJy, OH JOJDKeH ocTaBaTbesi xynaeiM. OH orolles mpoub H CTal
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KyBLIPKaTbCsl B MNBUJIM MOJ KYCTOM KJIeLeBHHB, a TelluH -OTeu Ha-
OpocuJicsi € 11aNKOH Ha MePTBYIO 3Melo.

«K uemy 3T10? — nyman Pukku.— Beab s yxe TNpPUKOHUWI ee>.

M tyr k Pukku-Tukku nombexana TennuHa maTb, NOOAHSJIa Cro
NpPsIMO H3 MbLJIM U CTaJIa KPENKO NPHKHMaTb K cebe, KpH4a, UTO OH crnac
ec ChlHa oT cMepTH, a Teanu cpenan 6oJsibllpe riasa, ¥ B ero rjaasax
6b1 ucnyr. Cymatoxa noHpaBujach PHKKH, HO H3-3a Yero OoHa mnpo-
M30IlJ1a, OH, KOHEYHO, He MOT MOHSThb. 3a YTO OHHM TaK JIACKalOT ero?
Beab 1ns Hero apaTtbCsi CO 3MesIMM TO Ke camoe, uTo aist Tenau Ky-
BbIPKATbCsl B MbIJIH,— OJHO YIOBOJIbCTBHE.

Korna ceau o6ematb, PUKkH-TUKKHM, TyJsisi [0 CKaTepTH Cpeau
CTAK4aHOB M PIOMOK, MOr Obl TpHXKIbl HabuThb cebe OpIOXO CaMbiMH
BKYCHbIMH J1aKOMCTBaMH, HO oH mnomHus o Hare u Harafine, u xots
emy OblJIO oYeHb NPHATHO, 4To TegnMHA MaTh THCKAeT W IVIAAMT ero M
uyto Tennu caxaet ero K cebe Ha IJeyo, HO rJ1a3a y Hero TO M JeJio Kpac-
HEJH, W OH MCINyCKaJl CBOH BOWHCTBEHHbIH KJHY PUKKH-THKKH-THKKH
THKKH-YK!

Tennu B3sin ero K cebe B nocrenb. MaslbuMkKy HelpeMeHHO XOTe-
Jlocb, uToObl PHKKHM craJl y Hero nof caMmblM noa6GOPOAKOM, Ha TPYAM.
PHKkH Obls1 6/1aroBOCNMTAHHBIA MAHTYCT ¥ He MOT HU YKYCHTh, HH oLlapa-
naTb €ro, HO, YyThb TOJbKO Tenau 3acHyJ, OH CIYCTHJCA C IMOCTeJH
M nolles nyTelleCTBOBATb IO [OMY. ‘

B rnoteMKax oH HaTKHYJICS Ha MYCKYCHYIO Kpbicy UyuyHapy, KoTo-
past Kpajacb nobauxe K CTeHe.

Y Uyuynnpol pa3butoe cepalie. OHa XHBIUET U HOET BCIO HOYb H BCe
xoueT HaOpaTbcsi XpabOpocCTH, UYTOOHl BbIGEXKAaThb Ha CEpPeIUMHY KOMHATHI.
Ho xpabpoctu y Hee HuKorna He XBaTaer.

— He ry6u w™eHs, Pukku-Tukkn! — 3akpuuana oHa ©  4yTb
He 3ansakana.

— Kro yb6uBaer 3Mmelo, cTaHeT Jid BO3UTbCA C KAaKOH-TO MYCKYCHOH
KpbicoH! — npesputesbHo oTBeTHN Pukku-TUKKH.

— Y6uBawIUHi 3Mel0 OT 3MeH U Moru6uet! — elile nedaJbHee CKa-
3ana Uyuynapa.— M kto 3naer, He yb6beT nu mens Har no omuGke?
Ou nopymaer, 4to si — 3To THI...

— Hy, sToro on Hukoraa ne nogymaetr! — ckasan Pukku-THKKH.—
K Tomy e oH B caly, a Thl TaM HHKOria He ObIBaellb.

— Mos nmBooponnas cectpa, Kprica Yya, roBopusia MHe...— Ha-
yaja Yyuyuapa u cMoskaa.

— UYro ke oHa rosopusa?

— Tce... Har Bespecywuit — on Bciony. Tl Obl cam MOroBopus
¢ MoeH cecTpoH B capny.

— Ho s ee e Bupen. I'oBopu xe! [a nockopee, Hyuynapa, a He TO
A Tebs ykyuly.

Yyuynapa ycenach Ha KOPTOYKM M Hauajna mjakatbh. [lnakana oua
JOJITO, CJle3bl TeKJH Yy Hee MO ycaM.

— §l Takas HecuacTHasi! — pblgaja oHa.— Y MeHsl HHKOrIa He
XBaTajo AyXy BbiOexkaTb Ha cepemuny KoMmuaTbl. Tccc! Ho passe Thl
He cabliipib, Pukku-THKKH? YK Jyulle MHe He TFOBOPHTb HHUero.

Pukku-Tukkn npucnyimancsi. B gome Guiia THiIMHA, HO eMy MoKa-
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3aJI0Chb, UTO [0 HETro eJie-ejle JOHOCHTCSI THXO€, €Jjle CJbILIHOE Li-Lu-Ii,
Kak OyATo Mo cTekJy npoua oca. JTo Wypuiana 3MeHHas 4Yellysi
Ha8 KHPNHYHOM MOJY.

«HMnu Har, nnu Haraiina! — peuinnn oH.— KTo-To M3 HHX MoJ3eT
N0 BOAOCTOYHOMY 2KeJIoGy B BaHHYIO...» )

— Bepho, Uyuyuapa. Xaab, uto 5 He notoakosaJ ¢ TBoe# Uya.

On npokpanca B TepauHy yMmblBajiblyl0 KOMHATy, HO TaM He Oka-
3asnocb HHKoro. OTTyna oH npo6pajcsi B ymbiBasibHylo KomHaTy Ten-
IvHOH Matepy. Tam B OLITyKATYpeHHON FJIaJKoli CTE€HE y CaMOoro rnoJga
Obl1 BBIHYT KHPIHMY JJISI BOJOCTOYHOro xejoba, M, Korna PHKKH Npo-
OvpaJicsi o KaMeHHOMY Kpal Toro yriy6jieHHsi, B KOTOpoe BCTaBJeHa
BAaHHA, OH YycJbIXaJ, Kak 3a CTeHOH B JIYHHOM CHSIHMM LUENYyTCs Har
u Haraiina.

— Ecnu B jome ne craner monell,— rosopusna Haraiina MYyXY,—
OH TOXe YHJAeT OTTyAa, H caj onsTb Gyner Hauwl. Mau ke, He BOJIHYHCSH
M [IOMHH, YTO TEePBbIM Thl JOJKEH YyXKajuTb BoJbiuoro Henoseka, Ko-
Topuifi youn Kapaiit. A notom Bo3Bpaulaiics Ko MHe, H Mbl B/IBOEM
NPUKOHYUM Pukku-TukKH.

— Ho Gyper nu HaM xoTb Masieliniasi noJb3a, eciu Mbl yObem ux?

— Eme 6b1! Orpomnas. Koraa nom crosn nycroii, pa3se TyT BO-
aunch MaHrycTel? [lokyna B loMe HHKTO He *HBeT, Mbl ¢ TOGOH UapH
Bcero cafia: Tol uapb, a1 uapuua. M He 3abynp, uro kKoraa Ha JbIHHOH
IpsifiKe BBIJIYNISAITCA M3 SIMLL HALUK JeTH (@ 3TO MOXKET CJYYHMTbCS H 3aB-
Tpa), UM OyneT HyXXeH MOKOH M YIOT.

— O6 31oM # W He noayman,— ckasaan Har.— Xopollo, si uay.
Ho, kaXeTcst, HET HHKAKOrO0 CMbIC/J1a BH3bIBAaTh Ha 00# PHKKH-THKKH.
S1 y6bro Bonbmworo Yesnoseka M ero xeHy, a TakxkKe, ecJiH MHe
yAacTcs, ero CblHa M yNosidy NOTHXOHbKy. Toraa gom onycreeT, U Puk-
KH-THKKH caMm yiiger orcioaa.

Pukku-THKKH Becb npOXKaJj OT HEroAOBAHHS W SIPOCTH.

B orBepcrue mpocyHysach romoBa Hara, a 3a uelo nsaThb QyToB
€ro XOJIOZHOro TyJoBHIla. Pukku-TUKKM XOTb W Obl B30OelleH, HO Bce
’Ke MpHIles B yXKac, KOrAa yBuJeJ, Kakas orpomHasi sta koGpa. Har
CBEPHYJICS B KOJIbLO, MOAHSJ FOJOBY H CTaJl BIVIIABIBATbCH B TEMHOTY
BaHHOH KOMHATBI. PUKKH-THUKKM MOT BHIETb, KaK MepLalOT ero rjasa.

«Ecnn 51 y6bio ero ceftuac,— coobpakan Pukku-THKKH,— 00 3TOM
HeMelsieHHO y3HaeT Haraiina. [lpaTbcs e HAa OTKPHITOM MeCTe MHe
OuYeHb HEBHITOAHO: Har Moxer MeHs ofoseTb. UTo MHe AeaaTb?»

Har packauuBancsi BopaBo u BJeBo, a noToM PHKKH-THKKH YCibi-
aJj, KaKk OH NMbeT BOAY H3 GosIbLIOro KyBLIHHA, KOTOPbIH CJOYXKHA AJs
HamnoJ/MHEHUs] BaHHHI.

— UYynecHo! — ckasan Har, yronus xaxnay.— ¥ Boabuworo Ye-
JoBeka Oblia MaJjika, Korga od Bhifexan, uToObl yOutb Kapa#t. BbITb
MOXeT, 3Ta najka npu Hem u ceddac. Ho korpa HbiHUe YTPOM OH
NPHAET CIOJiAa YMbIBAaTbCsi, OH, OyneT, KOHeuHo, 6e3 naJjku... Haraiina,
Thl CJBIUMIIL MeHs?.. $ nomoxay ero 3gecb B XOJIOAKe IO pac-
CBeTa... .

Hary Hukto He oTBeTHa, ¥ Pukku-Tukku nouss, uto Harafina
yuina. Har o6Busncsa Bokpyr GoJsibUloro KyBIUHHA y €aMOro noda H
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3acHys. A Pukku-THKKH CTOsi1 THXO, Kak cMepTb. Uepe3 yac oH HauaJj
NOABHraTbCA K KYBIIMHY — MYCKyJl 33 MYCKyJoM. PHKKH BCMaTpH-
BaJicsi B WIMPOKYy!0 cnuHy Hara u aymasn, Kyna 6bl BOH3UTbes 3yOamH.

«Ecnn 51 B nepBbifl ke MUI' He nepekylly eMy Lielo, Y HEro BCe elle
XBAaTHT CHJbl GOpoTbCsi cO MHOH, a ecau oH Oyner OGopoTbesi —
o Pukku!s

OH norasinen, kKakas ToJscrtas uwesi y Hara,— Her, eMy ¢ Tako#
iweeidl He cnpaBuTbCsl. A YyKycuTb rue-HUOynb nobjuXKe K XBOCTY —
TOJIbKO Pa33afopuTh Bpara.

«Ocraetca ronoBa! — pewns oH.— [‘osloBa Haj caMbiM Kamniouio-
HoM. M yX eciu BUeNHTbCS B Hee, TaK He BBHINYCKaTb HH 33 4TO».

On cpenan npoikok. [osoBa 3Men Jsiexana uyTb-uyTb Ha OTJIETe;
NpoKycHB ee 3y6amu, PuKkH-THKKH MOr ynepeTbcsi CIHHOH B BBICTYN
[JIMHAHOrO KYBLUMHA ¥ He [aTh ToJIoBe MOJHATbCA C 3eMJad. Takum
06pa3oM OH BBIHIPLIBAJ TOJBKO CEKYHIY, HO 3TOH CeKyHIOH OH OTJIHYHO
BOCNOJIb30BAJCsl. A MOTOM ero moAXBaTHJIO W GPSIKHYJIO 03eMb H CTaJo
MOTaTb BO BCE CTOPOHbI, KAK KpbICY MoTaeT co0aka, U BBepX, M BHH3,
¥ OONbUIMMH KpPYraMH, HO [J1a3a y Hero ObllIH KpacHble, H OH He OTCTaJl
OT 3MeH, KOrJa OHa MOJIOTHJIa MM IO NoJy, pPacllBBIDHBass B pa3Hble
CTOPOHBI XKecTsiHble KOBLUMKH, MbIIBbHHLEL, WIeTKH, U OWJa ero o Kpast
MeTaJlJIHueCKOH BaHHbI.

OH cXKMMaJs YeJIOCTH Bce Kpenue H Kperue, NMOTOMY YTO XOTb H AY-
MaJl, YTO MpHIJIa ero CMepTb, HO pellluJ BCTPETHTb €e, He Paskumas
3y6oB. dtoro TpefoBasa uyecTb €ro pofa.

l'onoBa y Hero Kpy»usach, ero TOLWHHJIO, U OH 4yBCTBOBaJ cebs
Tak, 6yATOo Bech Obln pa3GUT Ha KYCKH. BApPyr y Hero 3a cnuHoO# cJI0OBHO
yoapHJ TpoM, ¥ TOpPsIYHH BHXpb HaJjleTes Ha Hero M COMJ ero C HOT,
a KpacHbli OroHb onajuj eMmy wepctky. dto Bousbwoil Yenoek, pas-
O6y>XeHHbIH 1ymMoM, npubGexasn C OXOTHHYBHM pYyXbeM, BbICTPE/IuJI
cpa3y u3 ofouX CTBOJIOB M mnonaj Hary B To MecTo, rie KoHuYaercs
ero kanwoouwoH. Pukku-THKKH JexaJs, He pa3Kumas 3y06oB, H rJjasa
y Hero Obli¥ 3aKpBLITBl, TAK KaK OH cuHTaJ cebsi MepTBHIM.

Ho 3meuHasi rosoBa yxe GoJbile He aBuranacb. Bosbiuoi Yeso-
BeK NMoAHAN PHKKH C 3eMJH M cKa3al:

— CMmoTpH, onsiTb Hail MaHryct. B 3ty Houb, dauc, OH cnac
OT CMepTH Hac — W Tebsi, H MeHsl.

Tyt Bomnia TegnuHa MaTb ¢ oueHb GesbiM JIMLOM H YBHAENA, UTO
octajocb ot Hara. A Pukku-THKKM Koe-KaK moTaliuicsi no TennuHoH
CrnaJjibHY M BCIO HOYUb TOJILKO W Jiejialjl, YTO BCTPSIXMBaJICH, Kak Obl »kKesas
NPOBEPHTb, NpaBAa JH, YTO €ro Tejo pa3buUTO HAa COPOK KYCKOB, HJIH
3TO €MY TOJIbKO Moka3aJjiocb B 6010.

Koraa npumso yTpo, oH Becb Kak Obl 3aKoueHes, HO OblJ OueHb
JIOBOJIEH CBOMMH MOABHTaMH.

«Tenepb s posKeH NpHKOHUMTb HaraifiHy, a 3To TpyZAHee, ueM
CNpaBHTbLCS ¢ MIOKHUHOH Haros... A TyT ellle 3TH sifina, 0 KOTOPBIX OHA
roBopusia. §I nake He 3HAW, KOTAA M3 HHUX BBUIYNATCS 3MEEHBILLH...
Yeprt Bo3bmu! Toitay u notoakyio ¢ Jap3u».

He nmoxwupmasice 3aBTpaka, Pukku-Tukkn co Bcex Hor Opocuics
K TepHOBOMY KycTy. Ilap3u cupen B He3fle ¥ YTO €CTb MOYH pacleBaJl
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Becesyto nobGenHyio nechio. Becb can yxe 3Han o rubenau Hara, notomy
yTo y6OPLIHK LIBBIPHYJ €r0 TEJO Ha CBAJKY.

— AX TH, rynbli nyuyok nepbeB! — cKadan PuKkH-THKKH CepaH-
To.— Pa3Be Tenepb BpeMsi IJis receH?

— Ywmep, ymep, ymep Har! — sanuBascst JJap3u.— Cmenbiii PHKKU-
Tukkn Bnuscs B Hero 3ybGamu! A DBousbluoit YesnoBek npuHec Najky,
KoTopasa jneaaerT 6am, u nepebun Hara Haasoe, HajmBoe, HanBoe!
Hukorna y»xe Hary He moxupatb Moux aeTok!

— Bce 310 Tak,— cka3aa Pukku-Tukku.— Ho rne ke Haraiina?—
W oH BHHMATeJbHO OrJSILENCS BOKPYT.

A Jlap3u nponoJkasj 3ajuBaThes:

Hara#ina npuina kK BogoctouHoi Tpybe
W kankuyna Hara Haraiina k cee.
Ho cropox B3sn Hara Ha nanky

W sbi6pocun Hara Ha cBasiky.
CnaBbcst Xe, cJaBbCsl, BEJHKHH
Kpachornasuiii repoit Pukku-Thkku!

W Jlap3n cHOBa MOBTOPHJI CBOI NOGEAHYIO MECHIO.

— JHocTtatb 6Bl MHe 10 TBoero rHesna, st Gbl BHILIBBLIPHYJl OTTYAA
BCcex NTeHUOB! — 3akpuuan Pukku-Tukku.— Mnu Tl He 3Haeuwb, 4TO
Bce B cBoe BpeMsi? TebGe xopolllo pacneBaTh HaBepxy, a MHe 37echb
BHM3Y He [0 NecCeH: HY>KHO cHoBa uaTH BoeBaTb! [lepecraHp ke neTb
XOTb Ha MHHYTY!

— Xopollio, § roTOB 3amoJuyaTh Jsi Te6si — Ut reposi, AJisi Tpe-
kpacHoro Pukku! Urto yrogHo Tlo6enureno Csupenoro Hara?

— B Tpernit pa3 tebs cnpamusato: rae Haraiina?

— Hap mycopHoi#i kyueil oHa y KoHWIIHM, pbiiaer o Hare ona...
Benuk Benosy6ulit Pukku!..

— OctaBb Mou GeJible 3y6ul B nokoe! He 3uaewb Jim TH, I'ie OHa
crnpstana siiua?

— Y camoro kpasi, Ha JbIHHO# Tpsile, NOA 3a6opoM, e CONHLe
BeCb JieHb 0 3aKaTa... MHoro Heieslb MHHOBAJIO C T€X NOP, KaK 3apblia
OHa 3TH sHUA...

— M Tbl paxe He momymana ckasatb MHe 06 3tom! Tak nox 3aGo-
poM, y caMmoro kpasi?

— Pukku-Tukky He noiier ke ryotath 3TH aiua?

— Her, He rnorats, Ho... [lap3su, ecin y Te6a ocTajlach XOTb Kamis
yMa, JleTd ceddac Ke K KOHIOLIHe W claesall BUJI, 4To y TeGs nepebuto
Kpblno, U nyctb HaraiiHa rouwtcst 3a ToGo#l OO 3TOro KyCTa, NOHH-
Maewb? MHe Hajgo nApo6GpaThCcsi K IbIHHOH rpsile, a ec/aM s MOHAY Tyna
cefiuac, oHa 3aMETHUT.

Ym y [dap3u Obll nTHUHEA, B €ro KpOIIEYHOH TrOJIOBKE HHKOTrAA
He BMellasocb Gosiblie ofgHOH Mblicau cpa3y. M Tak kak oH 3HaJj, urto
netd HarafiHel BbIBoAsITCS, KaK M ero NTeHUbl, H3 sML, eMy Moayma-
JIOCb, UTO HCTPebJsATb HX He coBceM OnaropojHo. Ho ero XeHa Gblia
ymuee. OHa 3Haja, 4yTo Kaxpgoe Lo KoOps — 3To Ta Xe KoOpa,
H NOTOMY OHAa TOTYAaC 2Ke BbljeTeja BOH u3 rHe3na, a Jlapsu ocraBuja
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JomMa: NycTb FpeeT MaJIIOTOK W TOPJAHHUT CBOM mecHH o rubenu Hara.
Jap3sn Obll BO MHOrOM FOXOX Ha BCSKOTO JPYroro My KUHHY.

TlpunereB Ha MycOpHYIO Kyuy, OHa CTaja €ro3uTb B JABYX Llarax
ot HaraiiHbt W npH 3TOM TOpPbKO KpHuaja:

— Oii, y MeHsi nepe6uTO Kpblio! Masbuuilika, XHBYUIH B LOME,
6pocun1 B MeHsl KaMHeM M nepebusi MHe Kpbljo!

M oHa elle oTuasiHHee 3axJionaja KpbIbsIMH.

HaraliHa nopHsia rosloBy W 3aliunena:

— I10 TH pana 3HaTb Puxkku-TUKKH, 4TO s1 X0ouy yXKaJUTh €ro?
[lnoxoe ke THl BbiOpana MecTo XxpoMaTthb!

M oHa ckosib3Hysa MO NBIBHON 3eMJe K KeHe Jlap3u.

— Maunbunika nepebusn  ero KamHeM! — NpOLOJNIKANA KpHUAThb
>KeHa [lap3u.

— JlagHo, Moxet ObITb, TeGe OGyneT NMPUSITHO Y3HATb, 4TO, KOr/a
Thl yMpellb, 51 pa3fiesialocb C 3THM MaJbUHIUKOH no-cBoeMy. CeromHsi
C CaMoro paccBeTa MOH MYyX JIeXKHT Ha 3TOH MYCOpHOH Kyue, HO elle
[0 3aKaTa MaJbyHLIKa, XHBYLIHH B 10Me, ToXe OyIeT jieKaTb OueHb
tuxo... Ho kyna xe th? He mymaemb su Thl ybexkaTtb? Bce paBHO
OT MeHsl He y#zewsb. [sniynas, norasian Ha MeHs!

Ho xewa Jlap3u Xopollo 3Haja, YTO 3TO-TO €l M He CJedyeT le-
JlaTb, MOTOMY 4YTO CTOHMT TOJbKO KakoH-HHUOynb NTHLE TJSHYThH 3Mee
B J1a3a, Kak Ha NTHIY C Nlepenyry HanajnaeTr CToJN0OHSIK H OHA He MOXeT
meBeabHyThes. JKena [ap3u pBaHyJjach npodb, XKajoOHO MONHCKHBas
1 OecriomolllHO XJonasi KpblibsiMH. Hapn 3emnell oHa He BCnopxHyna
HHM pa3y, a Haralina muyanacb 3a Heli Bce GbiCTpee.

Pukku-THKKH ycJaBIIIAJ, YTO OHH OEryT OT KOHIOWHH MO CanoBOH
JIOPOXKe, W KHHYJICS K AbIHHOA TIpsiie, K TOMY Kpaio, 4TO Yy €aMoro
3abopa. Tam B pasomnpenoil 3eMJe, NOKpbIBaOLleH AbIHH, OH OTHICKaJ
JABajlaTb AATb 3MEHHBIX SIMIl, OYeHb HCKYCHO TNpPHNPATAHHBIX,— KaX-
Jloe TAaKOH BeJIMYHHE], KAaK S0 GAHTAMKH', TOJBKO BMECTO CKOPJYIIbI
OHH TOKPHITE Oejiecoil KOXKYpoH.

— Eue peHb, U 6b10 66 no3aHo! — ckasan Pukku-THKKH, Tak
KaK OH YBHJEJN, YTQ BHYTPH KOXypbl JieXKaJ/iH, CBePHYBLUMCb, Kpolueuy-
Hble KOOpHbl.

OH 3HaJ, yTo ¢ TOH caMOW MHHYTHI, KAK OHM BBUIYNATCS W3 silla,
Ka)kpas MoXeT yOuTb udesoBeka M MaHrycra. OH npuHsscs ObICTpO-
ObICTPO HAAKYCHIBATb BePXYIIKH sIHl, MPUXBATbIBAs NPH 3TOM TOJIOBKH
3MeeHblllell, H B TO 2Ke BpeMsi He 3a0blBajll pacCKanbiBaTb TIPSAKY
TO TaM, To 3Jecb, YToObl He NMpoONyCTUTb Kakoro-HuOynb sifilla He3ame-
YEeHHBIM.

Ocrasioce Bcero Tpu siiiia, U PHKKH-TUKKH Hauaj yXe XMXHKaTb
OT pajocTH, Korga xeHa [lap3u 3akpuuana emy:

— Pukkn-Tukku, 51 3amanuna Haraiiny x momy, u Haraiina no-
nonssna Ha Bepanay! O, ckopee, ckopee! Ona 3ambiiisier yGuiicTsO!

Pukkn-THKKH HajiKycHs ellle [Ba siila, a TpeTbe B3si1 B 3y6bl H
noM4asjcsi K BepaHue.

! Banmamka — KypuUa MeJKOH MOPObI.
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Tennu, ero mMaTh W oOTell culeld Ha BepaHie 3a 3aBTpakoM. Ho
Pukku-TUKKH 3aMeTHJ, YTO OHM Huuero He ensit. OHU culesNH Henom-
BHXXKHO, KaK KaMeHHble, H JiMlla y HUX Oblid Gesible. A Ha LHHOBKe y ca-
moro TemauHoro cryja H3BHBasnach KoJabllamu Harafina. Ona nog-
noJisja Tak 6JM3KO, YTO MOIJIa BO BCSKOe BpeMs yXKaJjuTb ToJyl0 HOry
Tennu. PackauuBasicb B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, OHa feJla MOGEAHYIO MEeCHIO.

— CbiH bBosbuworo Yenoseka, y6uswiero Hara,— wunena oxa,—
MOJOXKAH HEMHOro, CUAM U He Asuraics. 51 euie He rotoea. M Bbl Bce
Tpoe cuaute noruuie. Ecnu Bbl LieBejbHeTech, 51 ykaso ero. Ecin Bbl
He lleBeJbHeTeCb, s yKaJgo Toxe. O raynble Jond, ybusiiue Hara!

Tennu He oTphiBasicb BMUJICS TJa3aMH B OTLa, a OTell TOJBKO
¥ MOT NpOLIeNnTaTh:

— Cupu u He ppuraiicsa, Tegau. Cuam v He aBurabicsa!

Tyt nopbexan Pukku-THKKH U KPUKHYJ:

— TloBepHuch kKo MHe, Haraiina, moBepHucb u naBail cpaaTtbcs!

— Bce B cBoe Bpemsi! — oTBeuasa oHa, He risiAsg Ha Pukku-
Tukku.— C T060# 51 packBUTAlOCh MOTOM. A TMOKyJa MONJIAAH Ha CBOHX
MMJBIX Jpy3eidl. Kak oHM nNpuTUXJH W Kakue y HuUX Oesple Jjuual
OHu ucnyrajuch, OHH He cMeloT wesoxHyTbesi! M ecau Thl cpenaelib
XOTb OJHMH LIar, sl yXaJio.

— Tlornsgn cBoux 3MeeHblliell,— cKa3aj Pukku-TuKku,— Tam,
y 3abopa, Ha AbiHHOH rpsifle. CTynai v MOTJSAH, YTO CTAJOCh C HHMH.

3Mesi rasinysna BOOK W yBHIeJa Ha BepaHue SHALO.

— O! Jai ero MHe! — 3akpuyasa oHa.

Puxkku-THKKH NMONOXuUJ S0 MeXAy MNepefHMMHU Janamu, W rjasa
y Hero craju KpacHbl, KaK KpOBb.

— A Kkakoil BBIKYyNn 3a 3MeuHOe S0P 3a MaseHbKylo KoGpy?
3a kobpy-LapeBHy? 3a camylo-camylo nocjenHiolo B pone? OcTajabHbIX
yKe MOXKHpPaIOT Ha AbIHHOH Tpsiie MypaBbH.

Haraiina noBepHysacb K Pukku-Tnkku. $iino 3acraBusio ee no-
3a0biTb 060 BceM, W Pukku-Tukku Buaes, kak Teiaun oTel NpPOTSAHYJ
6osblllyl0 pyKy, cxBaTus Tejau 3a mieyo W MPOTAaLLWJ ero 1o CTody,
yCTaBJleHHOMY YaHHbLIMM YallKaMH, B TaKoe MecCTO, Ile 3Mesl He JO-
CTaHeT ero.

— O6manyn! O6manya! O6manya! Pukk-uk-uk! — npashHui ee
Pukku-Tukku.— Manbuuk octaJjics LeJ, a 51, f, g HolHYe HOUbIO CXBaTHJI
TBOero Hara 3a WIHBOPOT... TaM, B BaHHOH KOMHarTe... ja!

Tyr on Hayan npoiraTb BBEPX W BHM3 BCEMM YeTHIPbMS Janamu
cpasy, CJOXHB HX B OIMH MyYyOoK M MNpPHXKHMasicb ToJOBOH K MoJy.

— Har pa3maxuBan MHoO#l BO BCe CTOPOHBI, HO He MOI CTPAXHYTb
meHst npoub! OH yxke Gbl1 HexuBoil, koraa Bosbuoi Yenosek pacuin6
ero mnajkow Hajapoe. Y6usa ero s, Pukku-Tukku-uk-uk! Bbixomum xe,
Haraflna! Beixonu u cpasuch co MHowo. Te6e Hemoaro ocraBaTb-
cfl BILOBOH.

Haraiina ysujena, urto Tenau eit yXe He yOuTb, a fIHLO JIeXHUT
y Pukku mexny snanamu.

— Orpait mHe sino, Pukku-Tukku! OTpaii MHe Moe TMocjenHee
fIALO, U A yHLy U HE BEPHYCb HMKOTAA,— CKasajla OHa, OMNyCKas CBOH
KaTMIOLLOH.
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— Ja, Tol yHigemb U He BepHelibcsi HuKorpa, Haraiina, notomy uto
Tebe CKOpO JiexaTb pALOM ¢ TBOMM Harom Ha mycophoil kyue. Ckopee
XKe cpaxaiica co mHowo! Bosbmioii YesnoBek yxKe molles 3a pyXbeM.
Cpaxaiics xe co mHow, Haraiina!

Pukku-Tukkn ero3un Bokpyr HarailHbl Ha TakoM pacCTOSIHHHM, 4TO-
O6bl OHa He MoIJla ero TPOHYTb, M €ro MaJjleHbKHe [Jla3Ku OBUIH Kak
packaJieHHble YIJIH.

Harafina cBepHyJsiach B KJ1yOOK U YTO €CTb CHJIbI HaJjleTesla Ha Hero.
A oH oTckouus BBepX — M Ha3alA. CHOBa, H CHOBAa, H CHOBa IOBTOpS-
JIUCb ee HamaJeHHsl, U BCAKUH pa3 ee rojoBa XJomanach C pa3Mmaxy
O LIMHOBKY, H OHa CHOBa CBEPTHIBaJiach, Kak YacoBasl MPY»KHHA. PUKKH-
TukkH nuisican mo Kpyry, KeJjasi o60HTH ee c3ainu, Ho HaraiiHa Bcsikui
pa3 mnoBopauMBasacb, YTOObl BCTPETUTb €ro JHLOM K JHIY, U OTTOrO
ee XBOCT LIypllaJg MO LHHOBKE, KaK CyXHe JIMCTbsl, TOHUMble BETPOM.

OH u 3a6bl1 npo sifino. OHO Bce ellle Jexano Ha BepaHue, u Ha-
rafiHa noikpapabiBasach K Hemy OamxKe v O6auxe. M HakoHel, Koraa
Pukku octaHoBHJICH, 4TOGBl MepeBecTH OyX, OHa MOAXBaTW/Ia SAHLO
H, CKOJb3HYB CO CTyNeHeid BepaHibl, MOHecaacb KakK cTpesja IO J0-
poxkke. PHKku-TukKu — 3a Hewo. Korga kobpa yGeraeT OT CMepTH,
OHa JlelaeT TaKWie H3BHBBHl, KaK XJbICT, KOTOPbIM CTeraipT Jolla-
JIHHYIO 1I€l0.

Pukku-THKKH 3Ha/l, YTO OH [JOJKEH HAaCTUTHYTb ee, HHaue Bce
TpeBOTM HauHyTcs onsTb. OHa Hecjach K TEPHOBHHKY, YTOOBI IOPKHYTb
B TycTylo TpaBy, ¥ Pukku-Tukku, npoberasi, ycaslan, 4ro Jlapsu
BCE elle pacneBaeT CBOIO Taynylo nobeanyio necHio. Ho »kena [lap3u
Obiia ymHee ero. OHa BbleTena M3 THe3[la M 3axJonaja KpbLIbAMH
Haj rososo# Haraiiubl. Ecau 6b1 [lap3u mpujietes Ha NOMOLUb, OHH,
MoxKeT ObiTh, 3acTaBuju Obl Ko6py cBepHyTb. Temepb ke Haraiina
TOJIbKO 4YTb-4yTb ONYyCTHJIA CBOH KaMiOWIOH H TNpoJoJXKaJja MOJ3TH
HanpaMuk. Ho sta serkast 3amunka npubsausuna k Heft Pukku-THKKH.
Koraa ona wiMeirHysa B Hopy, rae Kuau oHa u Har, Geable 3y6n Puk-
KH BLEMHJIUCb edl B XBOCT, H PHUKKH NpoTHCHYyJCA Tyla BcJel 3a Helo,
a, npaBo, He BCAKUA MaHrycT, fake caMbli YMHBIE W cTapbii, pe-
LIMTCA TocJae]oBaTh 3a KO6poi B HOpy. B Hope OblJIO TeMHO, H PHKKH-
Tuxkku He Mor yrajzaTb, I'le OHa PaclLIMPHTCS HACTOJbKO, YTo Haraiina
NOBEPHETCA W YXKaJauT ero. ITo3ToMy OH fIpOCTHO BLEMHJICA B €€ XBOCT
H, IefCTBYSl JlalKaMy, KaK TOPMO3aMu, U3 BCeX CHJ YNHpaJCcs B MoKa-
TY10, MOKPYIO, TEeIIYyI0 3eMJIIO.

Bckope TpaBa mnepecrasa kauatbest y BXona B Hopy, W [lapau
ckasaJ:

— Ilponan Pukku-Tukku! Mbl [OJXKHB CHOETb €MY TMOXOPOHHYIO
necuio. Beccrpamnbiit Pukku-Tukku noru6. Haraiina y6ber ero B cBoeM
noaseMesbe, B 9TOM HET HHKAKOTO COMHEHHS.

M on 3anmen oyeHb MNeyasbHYIO MECHIO, KOTOPYIO COYHHHJI B TOT XKe
MUT, HO, €ABa OH JAolleJ [0 CaMoro TIpPyCTHOro MecTa, TpaBa Haj
HOpO#H 3allleBeJIMJIaCh ONfATb, U OTTYAA, BeCb NMOKPBLITHIA IPs3bIO, BHIKA-
pabkasicsi, o6nu3biBast ycbl, Pukku-Tukku. Jlap3u BCKPHKHYJ HerpoMKO
¥ TIPeKpaTHJ CBOIO MECHIO.

Puxkn-THKKH cTpAAXHYJ ¢ ce6sl Mblib U YHXHY.JIL.

132



— Bce koHueHo,— cka3asn oH.— BpoBa HuKorpa yxke He BHIi-
JIeT OTTyJha.

M kpacHbie MypaBbH, YTO XWBYT MeXay cTeGJsiMH TpaB, HEMeE.-
JIEHHO CTaJjlu COyCKaTbCA B HOPY APYr 3a ApyromM, 4tobbl pa3BenarThb,
npaBAy JH OH FOBOPHT.

Puxkku-TUKKH cBepHyJsicsl KJAYGKOM M TYyT XXe, B TpaBe, He CXOnsi
C MeCTa, 3acCHyJ — M ChaJj, W crnaJj, W chnaj A0 caMoro Beuyepa, MoTo-
My 4YTO HeJlerka Oblja ero pa6ota B TOT [€Hb.

A xorna oH npoGyanjcsi 0TO CHa, OH CKasaJ:

— Tenepr s moiiny nmomoit. Tw, Jlap3u, coobllu Ky3Hely, a oOH
coo0I1UUT BceMy cany, yto Haraiina yxe ymepaa.

KysHen, — 310 ntHma. 3BYKH, KOTOpbleé OHa NPOHU3BOJAMT, COBCEM
KakK yZapbl MOJIOTOYKa MO MeQHOMY Tasy. DTO MOTOMY, UYTO OHA CJYXXHUT
rialiataeM B Ka*KAOM HHAMACKOM caly H coo6lLlaeT HOBOCTH BCAKOMY,
KTO XeJjlaeT CJylIaTh ee.

Mnpa no canosolt nopoxke, Pukku-TuKkH ycabixaj ee TOepPBYIO
Tpesib, KaK yJAaphl B KpolueuHblil 0GefleHHblH roHr. D10 3HauYug0: «MoJ-
4yhgTe W caywaiTte!» A moTOM TrpoMKO ¥ TBEPAQ:

— Junr-pour-tok! Har ywmep! [our! Haraiina ywmepaa! [uHr-
JLOHT-TOK!

M ToTuac e nTHUB B caly 3aneid W Bce JATYIIKH 3aKBaKaJd,
noroMy uro Har u HaraflHa moXupasu u NTHL, H JAryLLIeK.

Korna Pukkun npubaususacs kK nomy, Tennu, u TemnuHa matb
(oHa Bce ewe Gbisia oueHb Gaenna), u Tenaun orel GpPoCHIHUCH eMy
HaBCTpeuy M 4yTb He 3amJjakaJjd. Ha 3ToT pa3 oH Haescsl Kak cjlenyer,
a Korja HacraJjo BpeMsl CnaTh, OH ycejcsl Ha TelJHHO MJeYo H OTIpa-
BHJICA B TMoOCTeJb BMecTe ¢ MaJjbuyukoM. Tam ysupena ero TenauHa
MaTtb, NpUAS NpOBeLATb CblHAa MO34HO BEYEPOM.

— 3JT0 Hall cnacuTesb! — cka3ana oHa Myxy.— [logymai TosbKo:
oH cnac H Tengnu, u Tebs1, H MeHS.

Pukku-THKKH TOTYac »Xe TMPOCHYJCS M Jaxke IOANPBLITHYJ, TIIo-
TOMY YTO COH Y MAHTYCTOB OY€Hb UyTKHH.

— A, 310 BH! — cKasas oH.— Hero ke Bam elle GeCNOKOMTbCS:
HH OJIHOH KOOpBI He OCTaJoCh B >KHUBBIX, a ecjid Obl OHH H OCTaJHUCh —
Belb S TYyT.

Pukku-TukkH HMes npaBo ropautbesl coboo. Ho Bce ke oH caull-
KOM 3aBa<KHHYaJl U, KAK UCTHHHBI MaHTyCT, OXpaHsJ 3TOT cal U 3y-
60M, M KOITeM, W NpPLI)KKOM, W HACKOKOM, Tak 4YTO HHM ojHa kobpa
He cMeJa CyHYTbCSl ClOla Yepe3 orpapny.

XBAJIEBHASI NECHD,

Komopyio nmuuka-nopmrsscka [lapsu
neaa 60 crasy Puxxu-Tuxku-Tasu

JKH3HBIO XKHBY A ABOMHON:

B ne6e s1 mecHu rnoiwo,

3pech, Ha 3eMJe, si TOPTHOH —
JIOMHK W3 JIMCTbEB 51 LUBIO.

133



3aech, Ha 3emie, B HeGecax Hal 3eMJEI0
Bbio 61, v weio, 1 now!

Panyfics, HexHas MaTb:
B 6utBe ybuiina y6uT.
Io# Hap nTenuamu ONUAATH,
Henpyr B mMoruay 3aphiT.

3n0# KpoBoOMMiiLa, TAWBLIMACA B posax,
IofimaH, y6GUT 1 3apuiT!

Krto oH, uzbaBuBiuuit Hac?

Hwms ero mHe oTKpo#.

Pukkn — crepkalowiuit raias,

Tukku — Gecerpalutbiii repoi,
Puk-Tukku-TUKKH, Tepoll Hall BeNUKHI,

Haw orxernasuiii repoit!

XBocT npel repoeM passed.
Tpenb Bo3HecH K HeGecaM.
Ilo#t emy, noii, conoseit!
Her, s cnoio emy cam.

CnaBy nowo si BelMKOMY PHKku,
KorTsim ero cmeJibiM, Kiblkam ero GeJibiM
M ornenHo-kpacHbiM riasam!

(3mecb  necHs  o6puiBaeTcs, MOTOMY  4HTO
Pukku-Tukku-TaBu  nomeman  meBLy  MPOAOJ-
KaTb ee).









BEJIbIH KOTHUK

YcHu, MOH CBIHOYEK: TaK ClafKO KauaTbCsl
HouHolo nopoio B JIoKOHHKE BOJHBL!

A wmecsi BCé CBETHT, a BOJIHBI BCE MUATCs,
W cHsiTesi, M cHATCS OGyaKeHHbIe CHBI.

IMyuuna mopckasi Te6si ykauaer,
[loag nmecHio npu6osi Thl HOUKY MpPOCHHILb;
Hu pudn, HH Meaun B TakoH KoablGenu
TeGe He omacHbl — ycHHM, MOW Masbiu!
Komukosas koavibenrvras

ce, 0 yeM si ceiflyac pacckaxy, CJIy4HJocb He-
CKOJIbKO JieT Hasajn B OyXxTe Mo4 Ha3BaHHeM
HoBoBocTouHasi, Ha ceBepO-BOCTOYHOH OKOHeuY-
HoCcTH ocTtpoBa CBAiTOro [Masna', uto nexur
Jlaneko-naJjeko B bepunroBom mope. Mcropuio sty mHe nosenan Jlum-
MepIUHH — 3UMHHH KOpOJIeK, KOTOpPOro npubHJIO BETPOM K CHacCTAM
napoxopa, wWwepwero B fnonuio. §I B3sig Koposbka K cebe B KaloTy,
oborpes ¥ KOPMHJ IO TeX MoOp, NMOKYAa OH He HabpaJcsl CuJ, yTOOH
Jl0JleTeTb 10 CBOEr0 POJHOTrO OCTPOBa — TOro caMoro ocrpoBa CBsiTOro

© Tlepeson c anrauiickoro. Y. Komaposa, 1992.

'Ocmpos Cesmozo IMasaa — onun u3 rpynns octposos [pu6eidBa B BeprHroBom
Mope, KoTopnie o 1867 roma npunaanexanu Poccu, a Teliepb BXOASIT B COCTaB
witata Ansicka, CILA.
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IlaBna. JIuMMeplUUH NpecTpaHHasl NTHYKa, HO HAa €ro CJOBa MOXHO
TMOJIOXKHTbCH.

B 6yxty HoBoBocTouHylo He 3axonsit 6e3 HamoGHOCTH, a U3 BceX
obutateseli MOps MOCTOSIHHYIO HaAOOGHOCTb B HEH HCHBITHIBAIOT OJHH
TOJIbKO KOTHKH. B JleTHHe Mecsilibl COTHH THICSIY KOTHKOB TNMPHIJILIBAIOT
K OCTPOBY H3 XOJIOAHOTO Ceporo Mopsi — U HeMyApeHO: Bedb Oeper,
OKaUMJAIIKHA OYyXTy, Kak HapoO4YHO INpPHAYMaH MaJis1 KOTHKOB H He
CPaBHUTCSl HU C KaKUM APYrHM MECTOM B MHpE.

Crapniit Cekay xopowo 3To 3Haja. Kaxawlfi rog, rae 61 ero HU
3acTajla BECHa, OH Ha BCeX Napax — HH J1aTb HU B3AITb TOPIENHBIH
Katep — ycrpemasyacsa K HoBoBocTouHo# v Lesbil Mecsill NPOBOAHJ B
CpaXkeHHsIX, OTBOeBbIBass y cocefedl yno0HOe MecTeYKO JJIA CBOETO
ceMeiicTBa: Ha NpUOpEXHBIX ckaJjax, nobJsuxe K Boge. Cekau 6bl1 or-
POMHBIl cepblil caMell NATHAALATH JIET OT POLY; IJIeYH ero MoKpbiBasa
rycrasi rpuBa, a 3y6Obl OblJIH Kak co00aubH KJIbIKH — JJIHHHBIE U OCTpbIe-
npeoctprie. Korga oH onupajicsi Ha nepejHue JacThl, €ro TYJOBHILLE
NOAHUMAJOCh Haj 3eMJjlell Ha NoGpHIX YeTbipe (PyTa, a Becy B HeM —
ecau Obl KTO-HHOYIOb OTBaXKHJIC €ro B3BEeCHTb — HaBEpPHSKA OKasa-
Jocb 6bl (YHTOB ceMbCOT, He MeHblle. C TOJIOBB [0 XBOCTA OH ObLJI
pasykpaileH py6uaMH — OTMeTHHAMH ObLIbIX 60O€B, HO B JIIOOYI0 MUHHYTY
rotoB Obl1 BBAI3aTbCsl B HOBYI0 Apaky. OH naxe BbeipaGotan ocobylo
60eByI0 TAaKTHKY: CllepBa HAKJIOHSJ roJoBy HaboK, Kak Obl He pellasich
B3[VIAHYTb B IJ1a3a NPOTHBHUKY, a MOTOM ¢ ObICTPOTOH MOJIHUH BLeMN-
JslJicl MEPTBOH XBaTKOH eMy B 3arpMBOK — H TOT[a YXX €ro COMepHHK
MOT' pacCUMUTHIBATb TOJbKO Ha cebsl, eCld XOTeJs CNAacTU CBOIO LLUKYpY.

Onnako noGexxaeHHoro Cekau HHKOrJa He TpecsenoBal, W60 3TO
CTporo-HacTporo 3ampellanoch bDeperoBbiMu 3akoHaMu. Emy Hy»KHO
OblJI0 BCero-HaBcero 3aKpenuTb 3a co60d NoObITyI0 B 60X TEppHTO-
PHIO, HO TOCKOJIbKY C MpHONHKeHHeM JleTa TeM »Ke 3aHMMaJliChb ellle
THICAIY COPOK, @ TO U MNATbAECAT ero cobpaTbeB, TO PeB, PbiK, BOH H
rys Ha Gepery CTOSIJIH MPOCTO yxacaouue.

C He6OoJIbILOrO X0JIMa, KOTOpHi 30BeTcs conkoit ['yTummcona', ot-
KpbiBajicsl BUJ Ha 6eperoaylo noJjiocy AJHHOK B Tph ¢ MOJIOBHHO
MHJIH, CIVIOWb YCeAHHYIO JAepyLUHMHCA KOTHKaMH, a B MeHe Mpubos
MeJibKaJM TaM H CAM TOJIOBBl HOBONPUOLIBIUKHX, KOTOpble CNELIHJIH
Boi6paTbcsl Ha CYIIy M NMPHHATb MOCHJIbHOe yuyactHe B noGouwe. OHH
6uJKChb B BOJIHAX, OHM OWJIMCb B I[eCKe, OHH OHJHChb HA OOTOYEHHBIX
MopeM 6a3aJbTOBHIX CKaJiax, MOTOMY YTO OblIH Tak e TBepAOJOObl U
HEeyCTYNMUUBH, Kak Jiofd. CaMKd He NOSIBISJHCb Ha OCTPOBE paHblle
KOHIla Masi UJIM HadaJla HIOHfl, omacasicb, Kak Obl HX B MBIy CpaXeHus
He pasopBaJi Ha KYCKH, a MoJOJble OBYX-, TpPeX- H UeThbipexJeTHHe
KOTHKH — T€, 4TO elle He 063aBeJUCb CeMbSIMH,— TOPOMHUJHCH MPO-
Opatbcsl CKBO3b psiabl GoillloB mopaJfblie B ray6b oCTpoBa H TaM
pe3BUJIMCh Ha MecYaHblX [JIOHaX, He OCTaBjdAd Nocje ceOsi HU TPaBHH-
ku. Takue KOTHKH 3BajiiChb XOJIOCTSIKAMH, U cOGHPANOCh HX €XKErofHO
B OJHOH ToMbKO HOBOBOCTOUHOH He MeHblIe [IBYX-TPeX COTEH ThICAY.

'Tymuuncon — Bnapjenen axuuonepHoil komnanuu, kortopas c 1871 mo 1890 rox
apednosana y Poccun Komanpopckue octpoBa B BepuHroBoM mope M 3aHMMasnacbh Ha
HHUX KOTHKOBBIM MPOMBICJIOM.
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B onuH npekpacHblii BeceHHHI JeHb, korga Cekau TOJbKO UTO
no6efHo 3aBeplLIMsl CBOH copok nfAThIf 6o, kK Oepery moAamJblja €ro
cynpyra Martka — rubkas W JackoBasi, ¢ KPOTKHMH ria3aMu. Cekau
yXBaTHJ ee 3a 3arpuBoK M 6e3 LlepeMOHHI BOJBOPHY Ha OTBOEBAHHOE
MecTO, MPOBOpPUAB:

— BeuHo onaspbiBaews! 'ne 3To TH nponanana?

Bce uethipe mecsina, yto Cekau npoBojusa Ha Gepery, OoH 10 06bIYAIO
KOTHKOB He €/ HH KpOLIKH U MNOTOMY mNpe6GbiBaj B OTBPaTHTEJbHOM
HacTpoeHHH. 3Hast 3To, MaTka He ctasa emy nepeuuTb. OHa orJsfe-
Jlacb BOKPYT U IpOMYpJblKaJja:

— Kak MuJio, 4To THl 3aHAJ Halle MpoILLJOrofHee MecTo!

— Hapo nymarts! — mpauHo orto3Bajica Cekay.— Thl TOMbLKO 1O-
CMOTPH Ha MeHs!

M3 GecuucseHHBIX paH M LapanudH y HEro COYMJachb KPOBb, OJHH
rJa3 no4Td 3akpbljics, a 60Ka OblJIH H30[paHbl B KJOYbsl.

— Ax, MyXuuHB, MYyXuuHb! — B3J0XHyJa Marka, o6maxuBasich
npasblM 3afHUM JacToM.— M nodemy Gbl BaM He JOTOBOPHTBCA MEXIY
coGoii nmo-xopoulemy? Y Tebsi Takoii BUA, OyATO THl MoObIBaJ B 3y0ax
y Kura-Kacartku!

— 91 ¢ cepenunbl Masi TOJbKO M Jenaio, UTo Aepych. Hulnewnwit
ron Geper 3a6uT no Henpuauyusi. MecTHHIX KOTHKOB 0e3 cuera, ja
B106GABOK HE MeHblle COTHH JYKAaHHOHCKHX', M BCceM HYXHO YCTPO-
uTbcsi. Her uro6bl CHOETb Ha cBoeM 3aKOHHOM Oepery — Bce Jie3yT
croza.

— TIlo-moemy, Ham Oblio 6bl ropas3fo MNokoiliHee M YyJo6Hee Ha
Bo6Gposom ocTpose,— 3amerusna MaTtka.— Yero paau 10THTbCA B TaKo#
TecHoTe?

— Toxe ckaxeuwb — Bo6posbiii octpos! UTo s, Xos0CTAK KaKoii-
Hu6ynp? OtnpaBbcst Mbl TyAa, Tak Hac 3acpamar. Her yx, roay-
Oyllika, nosjaraercsi MapKy Hep»aTb.

N Cekau c JOCTOMHCTBOM BTSIHYJ TOJIOBY B IJedd U pacloJo-
AKHJICA cJerka B3ApeMHYTb, XOTSl HH Ha CeKyHAy He Tepsas GoeBoi
rOTOBHOCTH.

Tenepb, Korza Bce cynpy»eckde napbl Obli B c60ope, peB KOTHKOB
pPa3HOCHJICS Ha MHOTO MHJb OT Oepera, NMOKpbIBasi CaMblif sIPOCTHbLIA
wtopm. ITo caMbiM CKPOMHBIM MOAcCY€TaM, TaM CKOIMHJOCH HE MEHbIie
MMJIJTHUOHA TOJIOB — CTapbleé caMUbl W MOJOAble MaMalld, COCYHKH H
xoJocTsikd. M Bce 3to pasiokanubepHoe HacesneHue Apanoch, Kyca-
JIOCh, Bepellaso, MHILAJO H Noj3alo, TO CNycKajochb B MOpe leJibiMH
poramu u 6aTtajboOHaMM, TO BbHIKapabkuBaloChb Ha cyllly, 3anoJHsI0
Geper, HaCKOJIbKO XBaTaJl TIJja3, U TOB3BOJHO COBepLIAJO BbIJIa3KH
B TyMaH. HoBoBocTOUHasi MOCTOAHHO OKyTaHa TYMaHOM; PEeIKO-PeIKO
NPOrJISIHET COJIHLE, W TOTJla KaleJbKH BJard 3acBETATCH, KaK POCCHINK
JKeMYyra, U Bce BOKPYT BCNBbIXHET Pafy>XHbIM OJIeCKOM.

ITocpenn Bceét 3TOf cyTosioku u pompuacsi KorTuk, chiH Matku.
Kax npoune HOBOpOXKIEHHBIE NETEHHIIUH, OH MOYTH LEJHUKOM COCTOS
M3 TOJIOBBI U M4, a Tja3da y Hero OblJIH CBeTJIO-ToJyObie W Npo3pauy-

! Jlykannon  opna us 6yxt octposa Cesitoro [lasaa.
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Hble, KaK Boauuka. Ho maTtb cpasy obpaTnia BHUMaHHe Ha ero HeoOblu-
HYIO LUKYPKY.

— 3uaewsb, Cekay,— ckaszajla OHa, paCcCMOTPeB MaJbllla Kak
cJenyerT,— Haul cbiHOK OyaeT OeJiblii.

— Knsnycb cyxolt Mopckoil TpaBoél M TyxJbimMu MoJuliockamu! He
6niBasio elle Ha cBeTe GesblX KOTHKOB! — (bipkHys Cekad.

— Yro nopenaeuwb,— B3n0XHYyJ1a Martka,— He OblBaJio, a TeNepb
Gyner.

M ona 3anena-zamypJbikaja TUXYIO TECEHKY, KOTOPYIO Bce MaMbl
NepBbie MOJITOpa Mecslla MOIT CBOUM MaJleHbKHUM KOTHKAaM:

IlnaBaTh B MoOpe, MOH Ma/ieHbKHi, He TOPOMHMCH:
TonoseHKa noTsiHET HA AHO.

Ha necouke pe3such

U Bonnbl Geperuce,
Jla 3noges Kurta 3aomHo.

[Tonpacremip — u He Oynews GOATbCS Bparos,
YnabiBellb OT JIOGOTO LIYTH;

A nokyna tepnu

H cunenkun komu,
OxkeaHcKux mpocropos AuTs!

Magnbiul, pasyMeercsi, elile He MoHWMaJ cJoB. [ToHauyasly OH TO/MBKO
noJidaj ¥ nepekaTtbiBascs ¢ 60Ky Ha 60K, Aepxacb nobJHXKe K MaTepH,
HO CKOPO Hay4uJicsl He MyTaTbCs MOJ JacTaMd Yy B3pOCJbiX, B 0cOOeH-
HOCTH KOIJa ero mnanaila 3aTeBajl C KEM-TO CCOpPY H Ha CKOJBb3KHX
npubpexXHbIX KaMHSIX pasropaJicsi oTyasiHHbil Goil. MaTka Hamosro
ylibiBaja B Mope Jo6biBaTb nullly H KopMusaa Koruka He daule yeM
pas B [ABOe CyTOK, HO y>X TOrZa OH Haelascsi BBOJIO H pOC Kak
Ha ApOXKiKax.

YyTb TOMRKO KOTHK HEMHOro OKpen, OH mnepeGpaJjcsi Ha cylly
nojaJbuie OT Gepera W NMPUMKHYJ K MHOTOTBICSIUHOH KOMIMAHHH CBOHX
poBecHHKoB. OHHM TOTYacC Xe MOAPYXKHUJIHCb: BMECTE WrpaJjii, Kak lile-
HsITa, HaMrpaBLIKCb, 3aCbINAJH HA YUCTOM [EcKe, a MOCJe CHOBa MpH-
HHMasauch 3a urpy. Crapele caMubl He YAOCTaWBaJH HX BHUMaHHEM,
MOJIOJble [epPXKaNuCh OCOGHSAKOM, M MaJibllIH MOTJIH PEe3BHTbCHA CKOJIBKO
BJIE3ET.

BosBpatuBuuch ¢ oxorsl, Matka cpa3y mnpobupanacbk K IeTCKOH
IJolllajilke H IPOMKO MojasaJja roJjoc -— Tak OBLla KJHYeT CBOEro fr-
HeHka. Jloxnasuncek, nokyna KoTuk 3aBepelluT B OTBET, OHA MpsiMH-
KOM HampapJjsijach K Hemy, 6e3 lLlepeMOHHH Bpe3asicb B TOJIITY COCYHKOB
M pacliBbIpHBasl WX HamnpaBo M HasneBo. Ha nerckoil nJollanke morsao
OJJHOBDEMEHHO HAXOAMTBLCHA 1O HECKOJbKHX COT Mamall, KOTOpble CTOJb
XK€ peulnTe/lbHO OpYyLOBaJH MepeJHUMH JacTaMH B IIOHCKAax CBOEro
NOTOMCTBA, TAaK UYTO MOJIOJAEXH IPUXOAMJIOCH OepkKaTb YXO BOCTPO.
Ho Marka 3apanee o6bsichuna Kotuky: «Ecin TH He Gymelib GyJThi-
XaTbCl B TPA3HOH BOJe, M He INOALEMHUIUb YECOTKY, H He 3aHecellb
MeCOK B CBEXYIO CCaJiMHYy, U He B3AyMaellb NJaBaTb, KOTZa Ha Mope
GosiblKe BOJIHBbI,— Thl OCTAHELIbCS LEJ ¥ HEBPELUM>.
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Kak u MmaJjieHbKHe 1eTH, KOTHKH OT POXKAEHHS He yMelOT IJ1aBaTh,
HO OHH crapaloTcsl nockopeill Hayuutbes. Korma naumi Kotk BnepBhie
OTBaXKMJICA CTYNHTb B BOAY, HaOexaBlllas BOJIHA MOAXBAaTHJA €ro H
noHecs1a, W TOJIOBeHKa cpa3dy NOTSAHYyJa ero Ha AHO — B TOYHOCTH Kak
neja eMy mama,— a 3ajHHe JIaCThl 3aTpeNnbXajucb B BO3LyXe; U eCAH
66l BTOpasi BOJIHA He BHIOpPOCHJIa erO Ha cywy, TyT Gbl €My M KOHell.

ITocne 3Tof HcTOpHMM OH TNOYMHeNM M crall ImJjieckatbcss M Gapax-
TaTbCsl B NPUOPEXKHBIX JyXaX, TaM, TAe BOJHB TOJbKO MSTKO Iepe-
KaTelBaJMCh Yepe3 Hero, ¥ IMpH 3TOM Bce BpeMs ryAnen B oba —
He HAeT JM 4YacoM CTpallHas GoJblias BoJHA. 3a [Be HeNeNH OH
Bhlyunsic paboTaThb JacTaMH, NMOTOMY UYTO TPYAHJICS BOBCIO: HBIPSJ,
BBIHBIpHBAJ, 3axyebbiBasicsl, OT(bIPKHBAJCH, TO BeOUpaJicsa Ha Geper u
3ajipeMblBaJ Ha Necouke, TO CHOBa CNyCKaJCfl K BOJe — MOKa HaKOHeLll
He MOYyBCTBOBaJ ce0sl B CBOEH CTHUXUH.

M Tyt — BBl MoOXeTe cefe npeicTaBHTb, KaKoe Becesjoe BPeMsl Ha-
yasock Aasi Kotuka u Bcex ero cepctHHKoB! Uero Tojibko OHHM He
BbIYMBIBaJIM: W HBIPSAJM MOA HaberasliMe MeJIKHe BOJIHBI; H KaTaJsHChb
Ha TNeHHCTHIX rpe6HAX OypyHOB, KOTOpble BHIHOCHIM HX Ha Oeper c
LIyMOM H NJIECKOM; M CTOSIIM B BOJ€ TOPYKOM, OMMPAasAcb HA XBOCT H
noueceiBasi B 3aTblIKe, KaK crapble 3anpaBcKHe IJIOBUB; H MIpajd B
CaJIKH Ha CKOJIb3KHX KaMHSX, MOPOCLIHX BOAopocasiMH. BeiBano u Tak,
uro KoTuk BApYyr 3ameuas cCKoJb3UBIIKE BHOJb camoro Gepera oCTpbli,
MOXOXKHUE Ha aKyJuH, MJaBHUK; U Toraa, y3HaB Kura-Kacatky — Toro
€CaMoro, YTO He TMpOYb INOOXOTHTbCS HA HECMBILJIEHBIX MaJblllel,—
Hal KoTuk cTpesoii Jetes Ha cylwly, a MJIaBHHK HETOPOMJIMBO yAaJsijics,
6ynro momaJ ciofia 1o YHCTOH CJy4yaHHOCTH.

B nocnenHux uyuciax OKTSA6pS KOTHKH CTaJji TNMOKHAATb OCTPOB
Cesitoro [laBna u ynsnbiBaTh B OTKpbiToe Mope. MHorue cewmelcrBa
00beAMHSATHCh MeXAy co60H; GUTBBI 3a JIeXKKH NPEKPaTHIHMChb, U XO-
JlocTsIKaM Ternepb GblJIO pa3foJibe.

— Ha 6yaywuii ron,— ckaszana KoTHKy MaTb,— M Thl BbIpacTelllb
H CTaHellb XOJIOCTSKOM; a MOKa Hal0 YYHTbCSl JIOBUTb PHIOy.

N Koruk Toxe ornpaBuicst B NJaBaHbe depe3 TuXxuH okeaH, |
Marka nokasana emy, KakK ClarTbh Ha CIWHe, MOAXaB JacThl H BbI-
CTaBUB Hapy»Xy OIMH TOJbKO Hoc. Her Ha cBere syuwe kosawibeny,
4yeM oKkeaHcKHe BoJiHbl, ¥ KoTHKy cnajioce Ha HUX ciaagko. B onux
npeKkpacHbli [eHb OH OILYTHJ CTpaHHOe O6ecrnoKOHCTBO — KOXY €ro
CJIOBHO MOJEepTHBaJiO W [OKajblBalo, HO MaTb OObsSCHHNA €My, 4TO
Yy HEero npocTo HaunHaeT BeIpabaThHIBATHCS «UYYThe€ BOJABI» M UTO TaKOe
noKaJblBaHbe IpejBelllaeT IJIOXYI0 MOTOAY: 3HAuyHT, HaAO MOCKopee
TJIBITH MPOYb.

— Korpa THl elle HEMHOXKO MNoOApacrellb,— CKa3aja OHa,— THl
cam Oynelllb 3HaTh, B KaKyl0 CTOPOHY IUIBITb, @ MOKa YTO IJILIBH 3a
nenbduHom — Mopckoll CBUHbEH: y>X OHH Bcerjia 3HaloT, OTKyJa Be-
Tep AyeT.

Mumo Kak pas npomibiBai 6osbIIOH KOCSAK Aeb(uHOB, W KoTuk
4TO GblJIO CHJI MyCTHJICA 33 HUMH BJOTOHKY.

— Kak 3to BBl y3Haére, Kyla MJLITb?— CIIPOCHJ OH, €Jie Mepe-
BOASl AyX.
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Boxak penbdunbell cran nopes Ha Hero OGeJibIM TJ1a30M, HBIPHYJI,
BBIHBIPHYJI U OTBETHJI:

— $1 uyio Henoroay xsoctoM, mosionoil desoek! Ecnu mo xBocty
6eryt MypallKu, 3TO 3HauuT, 4to Gyps HanaBuraercss c3aiu. [libiBu
u yuuce! A ecnu xBocT y TeGs 3alllekoueT K tory ot Kix Bartepa
(oH noapasymeBas 3KBaTOp), TO 3HaH, 4YTO LITOPM BIepelH, H CKO-
peit noeopauusaii. [labiBM u yuuce! A Boma 34ecb MHe YTO-TO He
HpaBuTcs!

ITo Gblj1 OJMH M3 MHOTHX-MHOTHX YPOKOB, KOTOpHIe nosyuyus KoTHk,
a yuwics OH oOueHb TIpUJexXHO. MaTb Hayyuja €ro OXOTHTbCA Ha
TpPecKy M MajTtyca, nojacreperass MX Ha MeJKHMX MecTax, M [10GbIBaTh
MOpPCKOTO HajiiMa H3 ero YKpOMHOro y6exulla Cpeid BOLOPOCIHeH;
HayyuJa HbIpSTb Ha OGOJbllyi0 TMY6HHY W TNOAOJrY OCTaBaThbCsl MNOJ
BOJOH, obcyieflyss 3aTOHyBLUHe KopabJid; mnoka3aJjia, Kak Becejo TaMm
MOKHO UrpaTh, nofpaxas pel6KaM: IOPKHYTb B UJUIIOMHHATOP C OQHOrO
6opra W myJeil BblJeTeTb C APYroil CTOPOHBI; Hayuusaa B rpo3y, Koraa
MOJIHUM pacKaJjblBaioT He6o, misicaTb Ha rpeGHAX BOJH H MaxaTb B
3HaK MPHUBETCTBHS JlacTaMH MPOHOCALIMMCH HaA BOJOH TYMOXBOCTHIM
Anv6atpocam u @Pperaram; Hayuuaa BbICKAKHBaTb W3 BOAbl HAa MaHep
Ienb(hUHOB, MOJXKAB JacThl U OTTOJNKHYBLIHCb XBOCTOM, H MOAJETAaThb
BBEpPX Ha TpHU-4yeThlpe yTa, Hayuyusia He TPOraTh JIETYYHX PbIO, MOTOMY
4TO OHH uepecuyp KOCTJIsIBble; Hayyusia Ha MOJHOM XOAy, Ha ruybuHe
JecsiTH MOPCKHX cajkeHeH, BbIpbIBAaTb M3 TPECKOBOH CMHHKM CaMblid
JJaKOMBIH KyCOK; M, HaKOHell, HayuyuJa He 3aJepXXHBaTbCsl U He [Ja-
3eTb Ha NpPOXOAsLIHe CyJla, Maye BCero Ha LJIIONKH ¢ rpebUamu.

[To npouwectBuu noayroga KoTuK 3Had O Mope BCe, YTO MOXKHO
6blJIO 3HATb, @ Yero He 3HaJs, TOrO W 3HaTb He CTOHMJIO, H 33 BCE 3TO
BpeMsl OH HU pa3y He CTYMHJ J1acTOM Ha TBepAyl0 3eMJIO.

Ho B onuu npexkpacublii aedn, korna KoTuK ApemaJs B Tennaod Boxe
Henojaseky oT octpoBa XyaH-®epHaHjec', ero BApyr oxBaTH/Ia KaKasi-To
HefCHas MCTOMa — Ha JioJed Hepegko TakK AEHCTBYyeT BecHa,— H €My
BCIIOMHHJINCb cJaBHble Oepera HoBoBOCTOUHOH, OT KOTOpOH e€ro
OTJeJIIJIO CeMb ThICY MHJb; BCIOMHMJIMCh €MY COBMECTHBI€ MIpHl H
3a6aBbl, NpsHbIA 3anax MOPCKOH TpaBbl, peB H CpaXeHHsl KOTHKOB.
M B Ty e MHHYTY OH pa3BepHyJCA M MOMJbII Ha CeBep — U IJIblLI,
M nablsl 6e3 ycTand, M MO MOyTH AeCATKaMW BCTpedas CBOMX TOBa-
pulleif, ¥ BCe OHM MJBLIM B Ty XXe CTOPOHY, H BCe IMPHBETCTBOBAJH
ero, rosops:

— 3nop6Bo, Kotuk! Mul Bce Tenepb XOJMOCTAKH, U Mbl 6y1eM NiscaTh
Tanew Orua B 6ypyHax JlykanHoHa M KaTaTbCd 10 MOJOAOH Tpase.
Ho orkyna y Te6s Takas wKypka?

Mex y Hawero Koruka 6bis Tenepb uucto Gesbli,  BTalHe OH UM
OuYeHb TOpAMJCH, HO 3aMeyYaHU# NO MOBOAY CBOEH BHELLHOCTH TEpMeThb
He MOI ¥ MOTOMY TOJIBKO MOBTOPSJI:

— IlnbiBem ckopee! MoOM KOCTOYKH HCTOCKOBAJHCb M0 TBeprOH
3eMmJe.

' Ocmpos Xyan-®eprandec — onuH U3 OCTPOBOB OJLHOKMEHHOrO apxunenara B THxom
okeaHe, y 3anajuoro no6epexbst IOxHoit Amepuku.
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M BOT HakOHell BCe OHU NPHUIJIBLIM K POAHBIM Geperam M yCJblLLIAJH
3HAaKOMBId peB — 3TO HMX ManallH, crapble KOTHKH, Kak OObIYHO, Apa-
JIUCb B TyMaHe.

B 1y e Houb Ham KOTHK BMecTe C ADYTMMH TOAOBAJILIMH IOHLLA-
MU otnpasuics nascate TaHew Orua. B sietnue Houu mope ot Jlykau-
HoHa 10 HoBoBocTouHO# cBeTHTCS ochopuueckum Gaeckom. [1abiByiumii
KOTHK oOcTaBjsieT 3a co60l0 OrHeHHBIl cJiefl, OT Jio6Oro IMpbLIXKKA B
BO3JlyX B3JieTaeT LeJbl CHOM rosy6oBaThIX MCKP, a BOJHBI YCTPAUBAIOT
y Oepera HacTOSILUMH mNpasgHUYHBIH ¢elepsepk. HanasicaBuuch, Bce
IBHMHYJHCb B TJIyOb OCTPOBA, Ha 3aKOHHYIO XOJIOCTALKYIO TepPHTOPUIO,
M KaTaJuCb TaM BCJAacTb MO MOJIOAEHbKHM POCTKAM AHKOH IMILEHWLBI,
H pacckKasblBaju APYr APYTYy O CBOHX MOPCKHUX mnoxoxieHusix. O Tu-
XOM OKeaHe OHM FOBODHJH TaK, KaK MaJIbYMILIKH FOBOPSAT O COCEQHEM
Jlecke, KOTOpbIH OHH o06sa3uiu BAOJb M nonepek, cobupas oOpexwu.
W ecnu 6bl kTO-HMOGYNb MoOAC/Ayllan W 3aMOMHHJ HX pasroBOp, OH
Mor Obl COCTaBUTb TaKyld MOAPOGHYIO MOPCKYIO KapTy, Kakasi ¥ He
CHHJIach OKeaHorpadam.

Kak-to pa3 ¢ conku ['yTunHCOHa ckaTuiach BHM3 KOMIIaHHSI XO-
JIOCTSIKOB MOCTaplile — TpeX- U YeThblpeXJeToK.

— Ilpous ¢ poporu, monokococel! — 3apesesnu oHu.— YTo BBl Tam
Tosikyete o mope? Yro Bl B HeM cmbiciute? Chepsa mnoapacTturte na
JonsbiBuTe f0 Mbica [opu! D Te, HexoOMepoK, rae 310 T pas3gobuin
TakKylo lIHKapHyio 6enyio wy6y?

— Hurne ne pa3pobblin,— orpbisHynct KoTuk,— cama Bblpocia.

Ho TosbkO OH NMpHroTOBH/ICS HaJileTeTb HA HaCMELUHHMKa, KakK H3-3a
BBICOKOH JIOHBI MMOKa3aJUCh JBOe JiioJel, KPAaCHOMHUBLIX ¥ UepPHOBOJIO-
colX, ¥ KoTHK, HHKOrpa elle He BHAEBUIWH YeJiOBEKa, [MOMNEPXHYJCS
U BTSIHYJ TOJIOBY B IJIEYH.

XoJIoCTSAKM MOJAaJIMCh Ha3ajJ Ha HECKOJIbKO LIaroB W YyCeJMCh, TYMO
ri1sas Ha oboux npullenbleB. Mexay TeM OOHH M3 HUX ObLT HE KTO
HHOH, KakK caM Kupbsk ByrepuH, riiaBuelii JOOBITYHK KOTHKOB Ha OCTPO-
Be Cpartoro [laBaa, a BTOpoil — ero cein [TanTeneiimon. OHu Xunu B
CeJIEHHH HenojaJsieKy OT KOTHKOBBIX JieXKOHLL W NpHILIM 0ToOpaTh XKH-
BOTHBIX, KOTODBIX MOTOHAT Ha y6ol (MOTOMY UTO KOTHKOB T'OHAT, KakK
JOMauHUE CKOT), AN TOro 4To6bl NMOTOM [ApPYTHE JIOAM MOIJH H3rOo-
TOBHTb M3 HX LIKYp KOTHKOBble MaHTO.

— Tnsub-ka! — ckasan INanrteneiimon.— Besblit KOTHK!

Kupbsik BytepuH ot ctpaxa cam noGejen — npaBja, 3TO HeJIETKO
6blI0 3aMeTHTh MOJ CJI0OeM caja M KOMOTH, MOKPBIBaBILUHUM €ro IJ0C-
KOe JIMLO: BeAb OH Obl ajeyT, a ajieyThl He OTJMYAIOTCH UYHCTOMNJOT-
HocThio. Ha Bcsikuil cnyyaiél on 3ab6opMoTas MOJIMTBY.

— He rtpoxb ero, Ilanrteneiimon! CKOJNbKO XKHBY, He BHIBIBaJ
6Genoro KoTvka. MoxKeT, 3TO ayX cTapuka 3axapoBa, 4YTO IOTOHYJ
npousiblii rog B 6oJsbluyio Oypio?

— Hs6asu Bor, s u Guusko He nopoiny,— orospasca Ilaureneii-
mMoH.— He 6biio Gbl xyna! A Hy Kak TO M BOPAMb CTapuk 3axapos?
Sl eute 3aponxkan emy 3a yasiubd siual

— He rnsgu na nero,— nocoseroBan Kupbsk.— OTpexb-ka oOT
cTajla BOH TOT KOCSIYOK YeTelpexseTok. Xopowo Obl NPOMYCTHTb COTHH
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IBe, Na cerojHs MepBHIl OeHb, pebATa elle PyKy He HaGWJIH, AJA
HauaJla OyjeT ¢ HUX U cOoTHHU. JlaBaii!

[TanTeneiiMon 3aTpelliaj Moj HOCOM Y XOJOCTSAKOB CaMOAEJbHOH
TPEILOTKOH M3 MOpPXKOBBIX KOCTeH, M XHBOTHble 3aMepJsiH, MNBbIXTA H
oTayBasich. Torla OH ABHHYJCH NPSMO Ha HHMX, U KOTHKH CTald OT-
ctynath, a Kupbsik ofolies X ¢ Thljla ¥ Hanpasuj B ry6b OoCTpoBa —
M BCE [IOKODHO 3aKOBLLISAJIM HaBepX, [faKe He MNbTascb NOBEPHYTb
ob6patHo. Mx rHajnu Bnepen Ha ryiazax y CoTeH M COTEH ThICAY HX
»Ke ToBapHulleil, a Te MNPONOJKAJKH pPE3BUTbC KaK HH B 4YeM He
6riBao.

Bennii KoTuk Obln efIMHCTBEHHBIH, KTO KHHYJCSI K CTapliuM C
BONPOCAMH, HO HUKTO €My He MOT TOJKOBO OTBETHTb — BCE TBEpAMJIH,
4TO JIIOAH BCErAa BOT TaK MNPHUXOAAT M YTOHSIOT XOJIOCTAKOB HEH3-
BECTHO KyJa, W AJIMTCH 3TO NOJTOpa-IBa Mecsila B ropy.

— Koan rtak, To nofiny-ka M si 3a HMMH,— 06bABHI Haw KoOTHK
M MYCTHJCS BO BCIO NPHITh ROTOHATB Kocsik. OH Tak cHellus, uTo rjasa
Yy HEero 4yTb He BBIJIE3JH M3 OPpOMT OT HANpPSAKEHHS.

— bBenbtii Hac porousier! — 3akpuuan IlantenelimoH.— Bunpanuoe
Ju esio, ytTo6Gbl 3Bepb MO CBOeH OxoTe Lles Ha y6oi?

— II-w! He ornsabiBaiics,— ckazan Kupesak.— Kak nute aars,
310 3axapoB. He 3a6biTh 6bl cKasaTb nomy!

o y6oiihoro mecta 6blio He GoJiblie TOJYMHJH, OJAHAaKO Ha 3TOT
nyTh yules Ao6pwuiii yac: Kupbsik 3Haj, 4TO ecjii 3Bepell rHaTh CJMLI-
KOM OBICTPO, TO OHHM <«3aropsiT», Kak BbIPa)XaioTCA MpPOMbILLIEHHHKH,
MeX CTaHeT BblJe3aTb, H Ha CBEXECHSATHIX LIKypax o6pasyioTcsl NMpo-
TJIeLLIKHBL.

[TosTomy npoueccuss aBHranace MeAJIEHHO: OHa MHHOBaja nepe-
week Mopckux JlbBoB, 3umoBbe BeGcrtepa u HakoHell fo6paJiack 10
3acoMbHOTO capasi, OTKyla YyKe He BHIeH Obll ycessHHBIH KOTHKaMH
Geper.

Haw Kotuk nmo-mpexHemy lujenasn B XBOCTe, NMHIXTS H HEAOyMeBasi.
Ou pewnn 6bl, 4TO 3[ieCh yXKe KOHell CBeTa, KOoraa Gbl He Cjblllaj 3a
co60I0 peB CBOMX copoauyell Ha JexOullie, MOXOXHA Ha IPOXOT noesja
B TYHHeJe.

Kupbsik ycescs Ha 3amllelyio KOYKy, BBITalUlUJ H3 KapmMaHa oJo-
BSHHbI€ YacChl-TYKOBHLY M JaJ >XMBOTHBHIM OCTHITBH MoJyaca. Tak oHH
cHlleny ApPYyr NMpoTHB japyra, ¥ KoTuk ciblliaj, Kak cry4aT Mo 3em-
Je Kannu 6yca’, ckaTelBasicb ¢ wankd Dyrepuna. Ilotom nosiBusiock
eule JAecATKa ¢ nosatopa JioaeH, BOOPYXEHHBIX ApbIrajJkaMH — Tpex-
(yTOBHIMH OKOBaHHBIMH »Keje3oM nayOuHKamu. KupbsiK ykKazan um
3Bepei, «3aropeBLIHX» BO BpeMsi OTFOHA HJIM TMOKYCAHHBIX APYCHMH,
U JIIOAHM ydapaMM TpyObIX Calor H3 MOPXKOBOH KOXH OTLUBBIPHYJH HX
B cTopoHy; M toraa Kuppsik kpuknyn: «[loexanu!», u moan ¢ ny6uH-
KaMH, KTO BO 4TO ropasji, 3aMOJIOTHJIM KOTHKOB MO TOJIOBE. '

Cnycta jecsiTb MHHYT Bce ObIO KOHYeHO: Ha Tmasax y Kotuka
ero TOBapHllell ocBeXeBaJii, BclapbiBas TYLWIH OT HOCa K 3afHHM
JlacTaM, U Ha 3eMJIe BbIPOC/]a rpyjla OKPOBaBJIEHHBIX ILKYP.

'Byc — mecTHOe Ha3BaHHe MOKPOTO MPHOPEXHOrO TymaHa.
144



Takoro Kotuk BriHecTH yxe He Mor. OH NOBepHYJiCA M rajionom
nomMyajcs K 6epery (KOTHKH crnocoGHbl NpocKakaTh HeGoJjiblioe pac-
CTOfIHME OYeHb OBICTPO), H €ro HeJaBHO TOJbKO OTPOCLIHE YCHl TO-
nopuiuyinck ot yxaca. [lo6paslunch no nepeuieiika Mopckux JIbBOB,
obuTaTesH KOTOPOTO HEXHJHChb B neHe mpu6osi, oH KyGapeM cKaTJCH
B BOAY M INPHUHAJCA PaCKauHBaTbC B GECCHIbHOM OTUASIHMM, OPb-
KO-TNPEeropbKo BCXJIHMBIBAS.

— Yro elue TaM CTPsicIOCh?— GPIO3TJIMBO OGPATHIICA K HEMY OAMH
3 Mopckux JIbBOB (OGHIKHOBEHHO OHH J€pKaTCs OCOGHAKOM W HH
BO 4TO He BMELUWBAIOTCS).

— Ckyuno! Ouenv ckyuno!' — noxanosanca KoTuk.— Y6uBawoT
xonocTakoB! Becex xosoctsikoB yGuBaioT!

Mopckoit JleB noBepHyJ TrojioBy B Ty CTOPOHYy, rle HaXOIHJHChb
KOTHKOBBIE Jiexx0Oullia.

— Bsanop! — npobypuan oH.— TBoM poaHuM TaAST He MeHblie
npexxHero. Tel, BepHO, BHJesn, Kak crapuk DByrepuH o6paGoran Ka-
KOH-HHOYAb KocsiK? Tak OH 3TO JesacT yXKe MOouuTal JieT TPHALATH.

— Ho Benp 310 yxKkacHo! — ckasan KoTHk, ¥ TyT Kak pas Ha Hero
HakaTuJla BOJIHA; OJHAKO OH CyMeJ yJepxaTb paBHOBecHe U C [O-
MOUIbIO JIOBKOTO MaHeBpa JlaCTaMH OCTAaHOBMJICS B BOJE KaK BKO-
NaHHbI — B Tpex AAMAax OT OCTPOro Kpas CKaJbl.

— HenypHo nna omHoronka! — ono6putenbHo 3ameTHs MopcKoii
Jles, ymeBLIMH OLUEeHHTh XOpollero njosla.— [la, Tel, noxaJyii, npaB —
NPUATHOrO TYT MaJo, HO Belb Bbl, KOTHKH, caMM BHHOBaTh. Ecau
Bbl M3 roja B roj YyINOPHO BO3BpalllaeTecb Ha CTapble MecTa, JIOAH
NPUBLIKAIOT CMOTPeTb Ha BAacC KakK Ha CBOI 3aKOHHYyI0 A06bYy. Buaxo,
BaM Ha pOAY HaNuCcaHO MNOACTABJSATbH [OJOBY TNoa AYOMHKY — pasBe
4YTO OThIIleTCss JJig Bac OCTPOB, KyJa HE CMOTYT A00paTbCs JIOAH.

— A HeT M rie Takoro octpoBa?— nouHrepeconascst KoTHk.

— 41 pBapuath jer 6e3 MaJioro 0XOouych Ha naJrtyca, HO 6e3Jof-
HBIX OCTPOBOB He BCTpeuaJ. BrnpoueM, Tbl, 1 BHXY, He poOKOro fecsiTka
U oueHb JIIOOMIUb NpPUCTAaBaTh K CTaplUMM C paccrnpocaMu. [lnbiBu-Ka
TBl H2 Mop2KOBBI OCTPOB U pa3biiiy TaM CuByuya. MoxXeT, H ycablLIMLIb
OT HEro Yto-HUOyAb AejbHOe. [la moroau, He Kugalcsl Thl cpas3y MJBLITh!
Jotyna no6pelx LiecTh MuJb, U Ha TBOEM MecTe, rosyGuuK, fi OBl
cnepBa BblJe3 Ha 6eper M 4acoK COCHYJI.

Kotuk mnocaywancs mo6poro cosera: AOMJLIT A0 cBoero Gepera,
BblJIe3 Ha Cylly ¥ [Mocrnaj noJjyaca, TO W JeNo B3Aparusas Bced
KOXKel — Takasl y»XX y KOTHKOB NpuBBHYKa. [IpOCHYBLIMCH, OH TYT Xe
nycTHicss B NyThb K Mop:KoBomy ocTpoBy. Tak HasblBalOT HeGOJbLIOH
OCTPOBOK, UTO JIeKHT K CeBepo-BOCTOKYy oT HosoBocrounoil. Ha ero
CKaJIMCTbIX YCTyNax HMCMNOKOH BeKYy THe3lfiTc 4aHKH, H, KpOMe MNTHIL
Jla MOpXKeil, TaM HHKOro H HeT.

Haw Kortuk cpasy otbickan CHByYa — OTpPOMHOrO, YPOAJIHBOTO,
HENOBOPOTJIMBOTO THXOOKEaHCKOr0 MOpXa C MJIMHHIOLUMMH KJbIKaMH,
NOKPHITOTO MPOTHBHHIMH HAapOCTAMH M CTPALIHO HEBOCHHTAHHOro. Bri-

' KypcHBOM BbifleJIeHBl «3K30THUCCKHE» PYCCKHe C10Ba, KoTopblie P. Kununur sBBOAMT
B CBOH TEKCT, HepelaBasi WX 3BydaHde CpeAcTBaMH aHrauiickod opdorpadun. Ilo-
pyccku aBTOp HasbiBaeT u mepcouaxked (Koruk, Matka, Cekau u ap.).— [Tpumeu. nep.
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HocuTb o6llectBo CHBYYa MOXKHO TOJIBKO KOTZa OH CIHT, @ B 3TOT
MHT OH KaK pa3 NouuBaJl CHOM [paBeJHHKa, BLICTABHB M3 BOJbl 3ai-
HHe J1acThl.

— il TlpocHuce! — psiBkHysn KOTHK uTO ObIO CHJl — €My Hajlo
6blIO MepeKpHuaTh Yaek.

— Xa! Xo! Xm! Uto Takoe?— conHo npoxpunen CHUBYUY M Ha BCAKHH
ciyya#l TKHYJ Kablkami B GOK cBoero coceja ¥ pas6Gynun ero, a ToT
pa3byaus MopiKa, CnaBllUero psiioM, a TOT CJlelyIollero — M Tak aalee,
TaK 4TO BCKOpe BCS MOpPXKOBasl KOJIOHHSI NPOCHYJacb H HeJOyMEHHO
XJonana rjiazami, Ho KoTHKa HHKTO He 3ameuaJ.

— Ore-reii! Bor oH si! — kpukHyn KoTHk, noackakuBasi Ha BOJ-
HaX, Kak 6esblii MsAUMK.

— Ax, uyto6 Mmensi... oGompanu! — npousmec ¢ paccraHoBkoit Cu-
ByY, MU BCE MOpXKHM TNOrasjend Ha KoTuka — B TOYHOCTH TakK, Kak
norasaeau 6bl Ha Aep3KOro, LIYyMJHBOTO MajbUHILKY MOXHJbIEe 3aBCer-
JaTad JIOHAOHCKOro Kiy6a, pacrnosioKuBlUKecs B KpecsaX B3JAPeMHYTb
nocsne obena.

KoTuky peuiutesbHO He MOHPAaBUJIOCH BbIpaXKeHHE, KOTOpOe YIMOT-
pe6bun CuHBYyY: CJMILKOM 2KHBO CTOsiJla Nepell HUM KapTHHa, C 3THM
cBsi3aHHasA. [103TOMY OH NMPUCTYNHJ NMPSAMO K AeJy H KPHKHYJ:

— He 3Haews snu Thl Takoro mecra Jisl KOTHKOB, jle HET JioJel?

— Crynail nouuin,— orBerus CHBY4Y, CHOBaA MNPHKPBHIB [J1a3a.—
[lneiBH cBOEl moporoi. ¥ Hac TyT [ena noBaKHee.

Torna Haw KOTMK NOANPHIFHYJ BBICOKO B BO3AYX W 3aopan BO
BCIO [VIOTKY:

— CuausHeen! Couzueen!

Ou 3Has, yro CuBYdY He molimaJ 3a BCIO XXH3Hb HH OQHOH DPHIGKH
¥ KODMHUTCSl BOLOPOCHAMH Jla CJAM3HAKaMU-MOJJIIOCKAMH, XOTS U CTPOHT
13 ce6s1 HEOOBIKHOBEHHO TpoO3Hyl0 nepcoHy. Pasymeercsi, Bce TTHLHI,
CKOJIbKO HX GblJIO HAa OCTPOBE — W TVIYMBILIK, U TOMOPKH, H FOBOPYLUKH,
M 4YaHKH-UNaTKH, W YaihKH-MOEBKH, M YaHKu-OyprOMHCTDHl, KOTODBIX
xJe6oM He KOpMH, TOJbKO jaail MoHacMellHWYaTb,— BCe 1O OJHOH
TOTYAC »Ke MNOAXBATHJIH 3TOT KpPUK, W ecJd BepuTb JIMMMepLUHHY,
MHHYT NfATb Ha OCTPOBE CTOSJ1 TaKoil ram, 4To jaxe NyuwedHoro
BbICTpPENa HUKTO Gbl He yciwnwiaj. Bce neprHatoe HacesneHue 4To Oblio
mMouu Bepellaso W BonuJjo: «Cnusneen! Cmapux!», a 6emusira Cubyd
3Hall KpsixTes Ja Bopoudascs ¢ 60Ky Ha OOK.

— Hy? Tenepn ckaxeuwb?— ene BelgoxHys KoTHK.

— Crynait cnpocun y Mopckux Kopos',— 6ypkuyn CuByd.— Ecin
OHH ellle MJIaBalOT B MOpe, OHU TeGe CKaXyrT.

— A xak s ysnawo Mopckux Kopoe? Kakne oHH?— crpocua
Koruk, oruanusas or Gepera.

— H30 Bcex JKurenei Mops oHH camble Mep3kue Ha BuA! —
npokpuyajga ofHa ocobeHHO HaxajbHast Yaiika-Bypromucrp, kpyxace
nepen camMbiM HocoM y CuByua.— Ouu eule npotuBHee, uem Cubyu!
Ewe nporusnee u HeBocnutanuee! Cmapu-u-uk!

' Mopckas kopoea, unu Cmeareposa KOposa — MIEKONHMTAIOWLEe OTPSiAA CHDeH.
O6urana y KomMaHZOPCKHX OCTPOBOB; BUJ CYHTAJICS BbIMEPLIMM YK€ BO BTOPOH MOJIO-
Bure XVIII Bexa.
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I1poBoxcaeMbll TMPOH3UTENbHBIMM BOMJSIMH 4YaeK, KOTHK MOMJbLI
Hazang K HososocTtouHoit. Ho korma oH nogeauscsi ¢ copoauyamu
CBOMM HaMepeHbeM OTbICKATb B MOpe OCTPOB, leé KOTHKH MOIJIH Gbl
KMTb B 06€30MacHOCTH, TO COYYBCTBHSI OH He Haluej. Bce B OIMH
roJIOC TBePAMJIH €My, YTO OTTOH — JeJ0 OObIYHOe, YTO TaK YXX HCCTapH
NOBEJIOCh M 4TO Heyero GbLJIO COBaTbCH Ha yOOMHHyKO MJOL(AAKY, KOJb
CKOpO OH TakKoH BneuaTauTesbHblll. [IpaBma, TyT umenach oiHa cy-
LleCTBeHHasl pa3HHMLA: HHKTO U3 KOTHKOB BOOYHIO He BHIEN, Kak
6b0T MXxHero 6pata. Kpome Toro, kak Bbl nmoMHuTe, Hail KOTHK Obl
Genblii.

Crapbiii Cekay, npocsblllaB O MOXOXKAEHHSX CbiHA, 3aMETHJI:

— Jymaii-ka nyyme o ToM, 4TOO NOCKOpee MOAPACTH Ja CTaTh,
Kak TBOH oTel, 6OJIbIUMM M CHJIbHBIM, [a 32BECTH CEMbIO — U HHKTO
Te0s1 nanblieM He TPOHeT. JleT Yepe3 NATOK Thl OTJHUHO CyMeellb 3a cebs
NOCTOSITh.

W paxe kporkas MaTka ckasana:

— Tol He cmoxellb HWyero u3ameHutb, Kortuk. [lnwiBM nourpai.

N Kotuk nonnsln B Mope, HO naxe kKorga oH mnasican Tawuel
Orus, Ha cepiue y Hero OblIO HeBeceJo.

B Ty oceHb OH NOKHHYJ ponHble Gepera B yKcje NMepPBbIX H MYCTHJCSH
B JaJjibHUH MyTb B OAHHOYKY, MOTOMY UYTO B €ro ynpsiMoil TrOJIOBEHKe
3acena TalHas MbicJb: BO 4TO 6bl TO HH CTajo OThICKaTh MOpPCKHX
Kopos, eciyd TOoNbKO OHHM B3anpaBAy CYUIECTBYIOT, H C HX MOMOLUbIO
HalTH Oe3JIIOLAHbIH OCTPOB, IJle KOTHKH 3a)Kujiu Obl B [JOBOJIbCTBE H
nokoe. M o o6wapun Bech TuXuil OKeaH BHOJIb H NOMNEPEK, U Mepecek
ero C ceBepa Ha Ior, MPOMJLIBAs OO TPEXCOT MUJb B cyTKu. Ha nyTu
C HHM OBLJIO CTOJNBKO MNPHKJIOYEHHH, YTO HH B CKa3Ke cKas3aTb, HH
NnepoM ONKCaThb: OH ejie crnaccs oT I'MranTckoit AKyJibl, YCKOJNb3HYJ OT
[TatHucTol Akynbl, yBUALHyn oT MoJgot-Pei6el, nepeeugan Bcex 60-
po3isuiux okeaH 6e3qoMHBIX Gpoasir, 601TyHOB W 6€31€JbHUKOB, CBEJ
3HAKOMCTBO C BaXXHbIMH W UYHHHBbIMH TJYGOKOBOAHBIMH prl6amu, MNO-
6ecenoBas ¢ TeCTpbIMH MOJJIIOCKaMH-rpebelikaMy, KOTOpbl€ KH4aTCs
T€M, YTO MPOUYHO LIPHPOCJIH K MOPCKOMY NHY H COTHHM JIET He LABUIalOTCH
C MecTa; HO HH pa3y oH He BcTpetHsa Mopckux KopoB M Hurie He
0oOHapyXHJ1 OCTPOBAa, KOTOPBHIH npuiuencss 6bl eMy Mo BKyCY.

Ecnun 6eper nomapajicsi TBepabli W yHOOHBIH W MpHM 3TOM JOCTa-
TOYHO OTJIOTHH, 4TOGBI MO HeMy Jierko 6bl10 B36HpaTbCsA, TO Ha rOpH-
30HTE HeNpeMeHHO BHIHEJCH [bIMOK KHTOOOHHOro CyfHa, Ha KOTOPOM
TONMUJH BOpBaHb, a KOTHK y»Ke 3Haj, 4To 3TO 3HauuT. Ha MHorux
OCTPOBaX OH HaxOAWJ cJjeAbl MnpebbiBaHus CBOMX poaHuel, ucrpeod-
JIeHHBIX JoJbMu, a KoTHK 3Han u TO, 4TO, MOCETHB Kakoi-1u6o Geper
OfHAXAbl, JIOJH CHOBa BEPHyTCH Tyla.

On cBen npyx0y C OOHMM CTapbulM TYINOXBOCTBIM asib6aTpocoM,
KOTOpHIl MopeKoMeHJ0Bas emy ocTpoB Keprenen', rme Bcerma uapur
THIIMHA M MNOKOH; HO NO NyTH TyAa Haw KOTHMK nonan B YyXacHYIO
rpo3y ¢ TrpajoM M UyTb He paccTajcsl C XKH3HbIO CpeaM lepbaThix
6eperoBbix yrecoB. OTuasiHHO GOpsick C BeTPOM, OH BCe K€ mpobuJcs

' Ocmpos Kepeesen — kpynHeilluuii OCTPOB OAHOMMEHHOFO apXurejara B [0XHOU
yacti Muaumitekoro okeaua.
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K OCTPOBY M YBHJeJ, 4TO U Ha KepreseHe >XWJIH KOT4a-TO KOTHKH.
W Ttak 610 CO BCeMH OoCTpOBaMH, TAe OH NMOGHIBaJI.

JIMMMepIlIHH Ha3Ba/i MHe BCe 3TH OCTPOBA, U MepedyeHb MOJYUYHJICH
IJIMHHBIA, NOTOMY 4YTO KOTHK npoBes B CTPAHCTBHSIX LEJBIX NATb JeT,
JUIIb Ha YyeThbIpe Mecsila B rody Bo3Bpallasich AomoH, B HoBoBocTou-
HylO, Tle Bce TMOTellajliCb HaJ HHM H HajJ €ero HecylLeCTBYIOLIUMHU
octpoBamu. OH mno6blBasi Ha 3acyuwiuBbix [afianarocckux octposax’,
pacrnoJjloXKeHHbIX Ha CaMOM 3KBaTope, M 4yTb He HCIEKCH TaM 3aXKHBO;
OH mo6eiBan Ha ocTpoBax Jxopmxuu®, Ha OpkHefickux ocTnoBax®,
Ha octpoBax 3esneHoro Muica®, Ha Manom CosoBbHHOM ocTpoBe®, Ha
octpose [oda®, Ha ocrpose Byse’, ua ocrposax Kpose® u eule Ha
KPOXOTHOM Ge3biMSIHHOM OCTPOBKe IoxHee Mbica Jlo6poit Hanexaw’®.
W nosciony oH cablwan ot JKureneit Mopsi olHy M Ty »Xe HCTOPHIO:
6blJ10 BpeMsi, KOrja B 3THX MeCTaX BOLHJHCb KOTHKH, HO JIIOAH HCTpe-
6unn ux Bcex. JlaKe Korja Hall NyTelleCTBeHHHMK, BO3Bpallasich C
octpoBa l'oda, OTKJIOHHJICA OT Kypca Ha MHOrO ThicAY MHUJb U foGpaJcs
no meica Koppuentec'®, on o6HapyXua Ha NpuOPEXHBIX yTecaX COTHH
TPH XKaJIKuX, 06J1e3/IbIX KOTHKOB, U OHH pacCKa3aJjd eMy, YTO M Ciofa
HallJIH JOPOTY JIIOAH.

Tyt yx cepalle ero He BbiaepxkaJjo, u OH obGorHya Mmbic [opu u
pelius NJBITb Ha ceBep, AoMoi. [lo nmytM oOH chenan ocTaHOBKY Ha
He6OJIBLIOM OCTPOBKe, T'yCTO MOPOCIUEM 3€JIeHBIMH AepeBbsiMH, H TaM
Habpes1 Ha cTaporo-npecraporo, JOXXHBaBlUero CBOH BeK KoTuKa. Halu
repodl crtaj JIOBUTb AJs1 Hero pblOy M TOBeAaj €My BCE€ CBOM TOPECTH.

— A Tenepsp,— cKaza/l OH HamnoCJelOK,— $i peLuJ BepHYTbCS
JOMO#H, U NyCTb MeHsl TOHAT Ha GOMHIO: MHE yXKe BCe paBHO.

— Iloronn, He oTuanBaiicsi,— NOCOBETOBaJ €ro HOBBIH 3HaKO-
mel.— 51 mocneanuit M3 norubuiero njeMeHH KOTHKOB C ocTpoBa Ma-
cadpyspa''. JlaBHeIM-IaBHO, Koraa JUOAM OWJIH Hac COTHSIMHM TeICSY,
no GeperaM XOAMJM CJYXH, 4TO OyaTo Obl HacTaHeT TakKo# AeHb, KOraa
¢ ceBepa npunysiBeT 6esblH KOTHK M CraceT Becb Hall Hapon. $1 crap u
He JIOXKHBY 1O 3TOTO JHfl, HO, MOXeT OblTb, ero AOXKAYTCA ApYTHe.
[lonbiTafica ewe pa3ok!

KoTuk ropno 3akpyTus CBOH YCHl (a ycbl Y Hero BBIPOCJH POCKOLL-
Hble) W cKasaJ:

{' Tananazocckue octposa — apxunenar B 10XHofl yacTh Tuxoro okeaHa.
* Octposa [mopdcuu — rpynna HeGOMbLIMX OCTPOBOB y 3aMajHOr0 MNobepexbs
Kanaasl.
® Opkreiickue ocTposa — rpynna ocTpoBOB B AT/NaHTHYECKOM OKeaHe, Y CEBEpHOIl
okoHeuHocTH UloTnauauu.
* Octposa 3eaenozo Mbica — apxunenar y 3anamHoro no6epexbs AdpuK.
5 Manoui Corosbursli ocTpos — uacTh apxunefara Tpucta-fa-Kyhbs B Atnas-
THYECKOM OKeaHe.
® Octpos I'ogpa — neGonbluOil OCTPOBOK K IOTO-BOCTOKY OT apxunenara TpucTan-
na-Kyups.
" Ocrpos Bbyee — HeobutaeMblii OCTPOB B AT/IaHTHUECKOM OKeaHe, y IOXHOro TMo-
6epexxbsi AdpuKH.
® Ocrposa Kpose — rpynna ocTpoBoB B I0XHOi uacTu Huamiickoro okeaHa.
Mowc [dobpoii Hadesosr — Mbic Ha 10XKHOH OKOHEYHOCTH AQPHKH.
I Moic Koppuentec — Mblc 12 BOCTOYHOM noGepex<be ApreHTHHbL.
Octpos Macagyspa — onun u3 rpynnsl ocTpoBoB Xyan-PepHaHaec y 3anaiHoro
no6epexbs IOxHOH AMepHKH.
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— Ha uenom cBere ecTb TOJNIBKO OAMH GeJiblii KOTHK — 3TO 1, H A
eJIHHCTBEHHBIH KOTHK Ha CBeTe, HeBaXXHO — 6eJiblii HJIM YEePHBbIH, KO-
TOpPLIH MPpHAYyMAaJ, YTO HAaAO OTHICKATb HOBBIH OCTPOB.

[Ipousnecas 3TO, OH ONATH OLLYTHJ MPUJMB CHJ; HO KOrja OH
nobpanca 00 AOMy, MaThb CTaja YNpalluBaTb €ro HbIHYe XKe JIeTOM
JKeHHTbC W o63aBecTHCb ceMeiicTBOM: Belb KoTuk Obln yXXe He XO-
JIOCTSK, a caMblil HacTosslMi cekady. OH OTpacTH/ TyCTYIO, BOJHHCTYIO
Gesyio TPHBY M C BHUAY OblJl TaKOH K€ rpy3Hbli, MOLUHBIA M CBHpeMbIH,
KakK U ero orell.

— Tlo3Boib MHe nMoBpeMeHHTb elle Fox,— ynopcrsoBas KorTHk.—
MHe TOorga MCHOJHHMTCA CeMb, a Thl Belb 3Haelllb, YTO CeMb — YHCJIO
ocofoe: HenapoM celbMasi BoJiHA JaJjbllle BCEX BhIUJECKHBaeT Ha
Geper.

[lo cTpaHHOMy coBnafeHuio, cpeau 3HaKoMblx KoTHka Haunace
OollHa MoJofasi ocofa, KoTopasli TOXe pellusia FOAMK NOBPEMEHHMTb [0
3amyxKectBa; u Kortuk nasican c¢ ueil Tawnew Orusi y GeperoB JlykaH-
HOHa B HOYb Nepejl TeM, KaK OTNPaBUTbCH B CBOE€ MOC/HejHee Ny-
TellecTBHeE.

Ha celi pa3 oH nonjeln B 3anajHoOM HalpaB/leHHH, MNpecaenys
GoJibLIOH KOCAK MaJiTyca, MOCKOJIbKY Tenepb eMy TpeGoBaJjoCh He MeHee
cTa (YyHTOB pbiGbl B JeHb, 4TOObl COXpaHHTb KOHAMLHIO. KOTHK 0XO-
THJICA, MOKa He ycTaJ, a NOTOM CBepHyJCs M yJercs crnaTb, NOKauM-
BasiCh B JIOXOHHKAX BOJIH, OMBLIBAIOIMX OCTpoB Menunlii'. OKpecTHOCTD
OH 3Hal Ha3yOoK; MO3TOMY, KOrAa ero BbIHECJO Ha MeJlb, U MSTKO
CTYKHYJIO O BOAOPOCJIM Ha JHe, OH TYT e IpOCHYJCs, Npolbypuad:
«I'M-rM, NpuUJIHB CerofiHs CHJbHBIA!», nepeBepHyJcs Ha ApPyroit OOK,
OTKpBbIJI MOJ BOAOH IJlaza W claiko noTsHysacsa. Ho TyT XKe oH, Kak
KOIUKa, MOJACKOYMJ KBEpPXY, U COH y Hero Kak pYKOH CHAJO, NOTOMYy
4YTO COBCEM pSAOM, Ha OTMeJH, B TyCThlIX BOAOPOC/AAX MNacJHCh H
FPOMKO 4aBKaJid KaKue-TO HeCyCBETHBIE CO3[aHHf.

— DByp-p-pynsl  Marennana! — 6ypkuyn Kotuk ce6e B ychl.—
DTo elle KTO TaKHe, KHT HUX Nobepu?

Co3naHusi ¥ BOpPSIMb MMeJd NpPECTPaHHBIH BHA U He MOXOXH OblIH
HM Ha KMTa, HH Ha aKyJy, HH Ha MOpXKa, HH Ha TIOJeHsl, HH Ha
6enyXy, HM Ha Hepny, HH Ha cKaTa, HM Ha CIpyTa, HH Ha Kapaka-
THly. ¥ HuUX Obljio BepeTeHoo6pa3Hoe TyJoOBHILe, (PYyTOB ABaAlLATb
WJIM TPUALATHL B AJIMHY, @ BMECTO 3aJHHX JIaCTOB — IJIOCKMH XBOCT,
HH JaTb HM B35IThb Jonata W3 MOKpOH kKoxu. l'osoBa y HuX Obliia
caMoi Hejenofl (opMbl, Kakyl0 TOJbKO MOXHO BOOOpPasuTh, a KOraa
OHH OTpBIBaJUCh OT elbl, TO HaYHHAJM pacKauuBaTbCsl Ha XBOCTE,
LlepPEMOHHO pacCK/JaHUBasiCb Ha BCe CTOPOHB M MOMaxuBas MepelHUMH
JlacTaMH, KaK TOJICTSIK B pecTopaHe, NOA3bIBAaOLUUHA ohHLUHaAHTA.

— TI'm-rm! — npousnec Kotuk.— Xopolua M oxora, noureHHejimuye?

BMecTo oTBeTa 3arajouHble CylUleCcTBa MNPOLOJXKAJH TOMaxuBaThb
JacTaMM M KJaHATbCS, TOYb-B-TOYb KaK aypalkuil Jlakeii-Jlaryuika
u3 «Amicol B Crpane Uynec». Korga oHu onsiTb NPHHAJNHCHL 3a eny,
Kotk yBuzaan, 4yto Bepxusisi ry6a y HMX pasjBoeHa: o0e MNOJIOBHHKH

' Ocrpos Mednsiii — nebosbuiol ocTpoBoK B BepuHroBom Mope.
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TO PacxXOAWJHCb B CTOPOHB Ha Ueabll (yT, TO BHOBb CABHIaJIHCh,
3aXBaTHB 3JI0POBEHHbIH MYyK BOAOPOCJEH, KOTOPBIH 3aTeM TOpIKecT-
BEIHO OTIPAaBJIAJICA B POT H C UIYMOM MepeXeBbiBaJCs.

— HeonpaTHo Bbl Kak-To eauTe, rocnoaa,— 3ameTuy KoTHK H,
cjerka pasjnocajoBaHHBIi TeM, YTO ero cjloBa ocTajucb 6e3 BHHMa-
HHsl, npoaoJiKan:— JlagHo, JaaHO, e€cJH y Bac B MNepeAHHX Jacrax
eCTb JIMIIHHH CyCTaB, Heuero 3THM TaK YK Ko3blpsiTb. KnaHsfTbCA-TO
Bbl yMeeTe, HO sl XOoTes Obl 3HaTb, KaK BacC 30BYT.

PasgsoeHHble ry6bl lieBeJUJMCh M [OAEPrUBaJiIUCh, 3ejleHOBaTble
CTeK/NsIHHble [J1a3a B ynop rasjaend Ha KoTuka, HO oTBeTa OH I10-
npeXXHeMy He noJiydad.

— Bor uto s Bam ckaxy! — B cepauax o6bsiBua Koruk.— H3o
Bcex JKurteneit Mopsi Bel camble Mep3kdhe Ha Bua! Bhol elle Xxyxe
Cusyua! U1 eie HeBocnuTaHHee!

W Bapyr ero oceHuJ0o — OH BCINOMHHWJ, 4YTO NpOKpHYaJa TOraa
Yaiika-Bypromuctp Ha Mop>KOBOM OCTpOBe, M [OHSJ, YTO HaKOHeL|
Hawesn Mopckux Kopos.

[loka oHu nmacjuch Ha AHe, cons ¥ yaBkasi, KOTHK noanbla no6Jiu-
e M INPHHAJCS 3achilaTh HX BOMNPOCAMH Ha BCeX H3BECTHBIX eMy
MopckuxX Hapeuusix. O6GuTaTtest MopeH, Kak W JOQH, FOBOPAT Ha pas-
HBIX A3blKax, a Koruk 3a BpeMsi CBOMX CTPaHCTBHH H3PSAHO MOHATO-
pen B stom jaene. Ho Mopckue KopoBbl Mosyaju no ogHo#t npocToi
NpUYHHe: OHM JHLeHbl Japa peyd. ¥ HHUX TOJbKO HIeCTb LeHHBIX
NO3BOHKOB B3aMeH [MOJIOXKEHHBIX CeMM, W OblBaJjible MOPCKHE XKMTeJH
yBEPSAIOT, YTO WMEHHO MNO3TOMY OHH He cnocoGHBI MeperoBapHBaTbCS
Jlaxe Mexjy co6oii. 3aTo y HHX B NepelHHX JacTaX, KakK BBl yXe
3HaeTe, MMeeTcsl JMWHMH cycTaB, W 6jarogapsi ero MOABHKHOCTH
Mopckue KopoBbl MoryT o6MeHHBATbCS 3HAKaMmu, HalNOMHHAIOLIMMH
CUTHaJM3alMio (praxKKaMH, KoTopasi NMpHHSTa Ha KopabJasx.

Bennara Kortuk 6usca ¢ HUMH [0 caMOro pacceeTa, NOKyla FpHBa
y Hero He BCTasa Jbl6OM, a TepneHbe He JOMHYJNO, KaK CKopJyna
paka-otuwesnbHuka. Ho k yTpy Mopckue KopoBbl NMOTHXOHBKY [ABHHY-
JHCb B TyThb, J€pKa Kypc Ha cesep. To M [eslo OHH OCTaHaBJHBAJHCH
M [IPUHHMaJIMCh pacKJaHUBATbCsl, KaK Obl MOJYaJHBO COBeLLAsiCh, 1I0TOM
nablnid pagsile, 1 Kotk nabln 3a HuMu. ITpo cebsi oH paccyaua
Tak: «Ecsu 3TH GeccMbic/eHHBle TBADH CMOTJIM yleJeTb B OKeaHe, €CJH
HX He nepe6GHiM BCeX A0 €AWHOU — 3HAUMT, OHH HalLJH cebe KaKoe-TO
Ha/lexHoe npubexullle, a 4yto roautcsi i Mopcekux Kopos, croputces
M A5t KOTHKOB. ToJsibKO Nublay Obl OHHW uyTb noGwicTpee!»

Henerko npuxoamsocs Kotuky: crapo Mopckux Kopos mnponsi-
BaJo BCEro MHJb COPOK — MATHJIECAT B CYTKH, Ha HOYb OCTaHaBJIH-
Bajoch KOPMHTBCS M BCe BpeMsl JeprKaJjocb 6.u3ko kK Gepery. KoTuk
NPAMO H3 KOXXH BOH Jie3 — OH MJiaBaJl BOKPYT HHX, MJIaBaJ Hal HHUMH,
njaBaj Mo HHMH, HO paclleBesMTb WX HHKakK He ynapajock. [lo
Mepe MNPOJBHXKEHHS] K CeBepy OHH BCe uallle OCTaHaBJHBAJHCH AJs1
cBOMX 06e3MOJBHBIX coBellaHui, H KOTHK 4yTb Obl1o He OTrpui3 cebe
yCHl OT AOcCajbl, HO BOBpPEMSl 3aMeTHJI, UTO IMJbIBYT OHH He Haobym,
a NPUAEPKHUBAIOTCH TEMNJIOro TeYEeHHs — M TYT OH BHepBble NPOHHKCH K
HHM H3BECTHBIM yBajKeHHeM.
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Onunaxapl HOUBIO OHH BJAPYr CTa/lH pPE3KO MOTPYKAaThCsl, CJIOBHO
NyUE€HHble KO [HY KaMHH, H [OMJBJIH C HEOXHAaHHOH ObICTPOTOMH.
Hsymnennbii KoTHK KHHYJCSI MX JOrOHITb — AO CHX MOp eMy H B
roJioBy He MPUXOAHJO0, 4To Mopckue KopoBbl crmocoGHBI pa3BUTb TaKYIO
ckopocTb. OHH MOAMJBIIM K MOJABOJAHON rpsiie cKaJj, Neperopa}uBas-
el AHO Ha noaxoje K Oepery, M cTa/jM OAHA 3a [APYrofl HLIPSATb B
4YepHOE OTBEpPCTHE Yy MOAHOXbsS [IpsAb, Ha Triy6uHe JBaaLaTH ca-
XKeHel.

Hrelpuys Bcsies 32 HuMH, KOTHK O4yTHJICSE B TEMHOM I[OABOJHOM
TYHHEJIe — W IUIbLJI, H IJIBJI TakK JOJIro, YTO CTaj] y>Ke 3anblXaTbCs,
HO TYT KaK pa3 TYHHeJlb KOHUMJIcS, H KOTHK, C/IoOBHO Mpo6Ka, BHICKOYHJI
Ha MOBEPXHOCTb.

— Kusinycb rpuBoii! — BHIMOJIBHJI OH, TJIOTHYB CBEXero BO3Jy-
xa u oT¢dbipkuBasicb.— CToU/O mMonoteTb, 4YTOGH Clofa MoO-
nactb!

Mopckue KopoBbl pacmibliich B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI U TeNepb TOJK-
JIUCb, JIEHHBO MOLLUNBIBAst BOAOPOC/H, Y OCTPOBa TaKOH KPacoThl, KAKHX
KoTHK u BO cHe He Buaen. Ha MHoro muib Bpojb Gepera TSIHYJHCb
rjlajiIkve, MJIOCKHE KaMeHHble Teppachl, Kak Hapo4yHO CO3JaHHble [AJiA
KOTHKOBBHIX JieXKOHULL; 3a HUMH B Iy0Ob CylIH M[OJOTO MOJHHMAJHUCH
necyaHble yKaTaHHble IUJIS2KH, Ha KOTOPHIX MOTJIH PEe3BUTbCSH Ma-
Jbllld. 3pech ObIJIO BCe, Y€ro TONBbKO MOXKHO MOXeJaTb: BOJHHI,
yroObl MJsicaTb Ha HUX, BHICOKasi TpaBa, uTOOB HEXHTbCH,
JIOHBI, uTOGHl BJe3aTh Ha HHUX M cKaThiBaTbesl BHHM3. M camoe
rnaBHoe — KoTHK mnoHas 6sarogapss oco60My uyTblO, KOTOpO€ HH-
Korga He o6MaHeT HMCTHHHOTO cekKaua, 4YTO B 3THX BOJax elle He
6biBaJl UeJIOBEK.

IlepBeiM nmesnoMm KoTHK yaocroBepusicsi, 4TO MO 4acTH pLIOH 31ech
TOXE Bce B MOpsi/lke, a MOTOM He Topomsicb o6clenoBas Geperosylo
JIMHMIO M MepecuuTall BCeé BOCXHTHUTEJIbHBIE OCTPOBKH, HallOJIOBUHY
CKpBITHIE KHBOMUCHO "KayGsimiuMcst TymaHom. C ceBepa, CO CTOPOHHI
MOp#i, TSIHYJIacb LleNb MecYaHblX W KaMEeHHUCTBIX OTMeJsiell — HalexkHasi
3alluTa OT KopabJiell: HH OfHO CYNHO He CMOIJIO Gbl MOAOUTH K OCTPO-
BaM OJjMXXe uyeM Ha wlecTb Muab. OT cymM apxumesar OTAessijics
ryiyGOKUM MNPOJIMBOM; Ha MPOTHBOMOJIOXKHOM 6€pery BHICHJIMCbh HenpH-
CTyIIHble OTBECHbie CKaJibl, a MOjA BOJLOIO, Y MOJHOXbSi 3THX CKaJ,
6blJl BXOJL B TYHHEJIb.

— Hy npsimo kak y Hac jgoma, TOJBKO B JecsiTb pas Jy4lle,—
cka3an Kotuk.— Bugno, Mopckue Koposbl ymuee, dem s jaymad.
Jliogn — paxke ecin Obl OHH CIOAA@ AABHJIHCb — MO TAaKHM CKajiaM clyc-
TUTbCH HE CMOTYT, a JIIOGOH Kopabjib Ha 3THX 3aMeuaTeJbHbIX MeJsX
B [Ba cyeTa pa3sieTHTC B Llienkd. [la, ecin ecTb B okeaHe Ge3sonac-
HOe MeCTO, TO OHO TYyT H Hurjae Gosblue!

M KoTuKy BApyr BCNOMHHJIAcCh €ro HeBeCTa, H €My 3aXoTeJsioCh
nockopee BepHYTbCsl K poJHbIM Geperam. Ho nepej Tem Kak NMyCTHThCS
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B o6paTHbIH NyTb, OH ellle pa3 cTapaTesjibHO O6C/EeNOBaJ HOBLIE MECTa,
4yTOOLl IOMa pacckasaTh O HHX BO BCeX MOJPOOHOCTSAX.

[ToToM ©OH HBIPHYJ, OTHICKaJ W XOpOLUEHbKO 3aMOMHMJI BXOH B
TYHHEJb M uTO OblIO cH Nonabli Ha tor. Omacatbcsi GbUIO HeYero:
O CYLLEeCTBOBAHUHW TaHHOTO MOABOJAHOrO XOAa HHUKTO Ha CBeTe HH 3a
uyTo He morapaJjcsi 6ul. KoTHK H cam, BHIHBIPDHYB C NPOTHBOMNOJIOXKHOH
CTOPOHBI H OTJISSHYBLUHCb, €Ba MOT MOBEPHTb, UTO MPOMJBLI MOA 3THMH
TPO3HBIMH CKaJiaMH.

o HoBoBocTouHO#l oH pobupaJicsi LeAbIX WECTb CYTOK, XOTS H
OYeHb chellusl, U MepBasi, KOTO OH yBHIeJ, BBIiAs Ha Ccylly y nepe-
weiika Mopckux JIbBoB, Oblia ero HeBecTa, KoTopasi XKjaajia €ro, Kak
obewana. ¥ B ero rinazax oHa cpa3y npousia, YTo OH Halles HaKOHeLl
CBOH OCTpOB.

Ho korma on pacckasan cofpaTbsiM O CBOeM OTKDHITHH, TO H
XOJIOCTAIKH, U ero manamia Cekau, 1a H BCe OCTaJibHble KOTHKH MPHHS-
JIUCb TOTellaTbC Haj HHM, a OIHH M3 ero CBEPCTHHKOB 00bf-
BT

— Cayliate Te6s Jwo6GonblTHO, KoTHK, HO, npaBo, He/nb3s Xe
TaK — CBaJIUTbCSi KaK CHEr Ha TOJIOBY W BeJleTb HaM co6UpaTbCs HeWs-
BeCcTHO Kyaa. He 3a6uiBait, uT0 MBl TYT KPOBb NpoJHBas, foOniBas cebe
JIeXKKHM, nmokyfaa Thl Ge3 3a6oT W XJonoT pasrynuBad no mopsaM. Tel
BeJlb HUKOr[a ellle He apaJcs!

W Bce onsATb cTanu cmesTbesi Hag KoTHKOM, a roBOpHBILMH B3nep-
HyJ TOJIOBY H CaMOAOBOJIbHO MOKauyaJi €0 H3 CTOPOHBl B CTOPOHY.
On Kak pa3 HeJaBHO XKEHWJICS U MO3TOMY y>KACHO BaXKHHuaJL.

— BepHo, 5 He gpancs, W ApaTbCsl MHe MOKa He3aueM,— OTBETHJI
Koruk.— §I mpocto xouy yBecTd Bac Tyaa, rie Bbl BCe CMOXKE€Te XXHTb
B 6e3onacHocTH. YTo TOJMKY B BEUHHIX ApaKax?

— Hy, camo co6oii, Konu Tbl NPOTHB ApPaK, TO 5§ MOJYY,— CKasal
MOJIOZIOXKEeH C HeXOPOLUMM CMEeLUKOM. ]

— A nonawiBewb TH 3a MHOH, ecan A Teb6ss NOGLIO?— COPOCHJ
KoTuk, u rsia3a ero 3aXKrsuchb 3ejieHblM 6JieckoM, MMOTOMy YTO camasi
MBIC/Ib O Apake Obla eMy HEHaBHCTHA.

— HWper,— Gecrieudo  corsaacuica  Mmogaofoxen.— Ecan  TBost
BO3bMeT — TaK TOMY H ObiTb!

He ycnen on moroBopuTh, Kak Hall KOTHK pHHYJICS Ha Hero W BOH-
3UJ KABIKH B ero >XHUpHbIH 3arpuBok. IloTom oH nopHaTyXxuJjcs, npo-
BOJIOK CBO€ro OGMIYMKA MO MecKy, XOPOLUIeHbKO BCTPAXHYJ H LUBHIPHYJ
osemb. [Tocsie 3Toro oH mpopesen BO BCeyC/blLIaHbE:

— $ narte set nompsin Gopo3aua Mopsi /st BalleH XKe MOJb3bl!
51 nawen octpos, roe Bam GyneT MOKoiHO, HO JOGPOM Bac He yGemHTb.
Bac nano yuutb mo-mpyromy. Tak Geperurtech!

JIMMMepIIHH rOBOPHJI MHe, UYTO 3a BCIO CBOIO XH3Hb — @ OH exe-
rofHo Ha6/i0JaeT He MeHblle NeCATH ThICSY CpPaXeHHH,— 4TO 3a BCIO
CBOIO NTHYbIO >KHU3Hb OH He BuHAes nomoGHoro 3pesuuia. KoTHk Ku-
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Hysacst B 60 oueptsi rosioBy. OH Hama/J Ha caMoro KpyrnHOro cekaua,
KOTOPBbIH eMy NMOABEPHYJICH, CXBATHJI €ro 3a ropJo U KOJOTHJI H MOJIO-
THJ [0 TeX Nop, MoKa TOT, MoJy3aiylUIeHHBH, He 3anpocHs MOLLalbl;
Torja OH OTLUBLIPHYJl ero Npo4b W MNpPUHSICS 3a caenyloinero. Benb
Haw KoTHk He cobJiofiajl €XXerojHoro JIETHEro MocTa, Kak JApyrue
ceKkauH; AajieKhe MOPCKHe 3KCMeIHLHH MOMONJIH €My COXPaHHWTb OT-
JIMYHYIO CNOPTHBHYIO GOpMYy, a caMoe rJaBHOe — OH [paJicsi nepBhil
pa3 B Xu3HHU. Ero pockoliHas Gesasi rpuBa OLLETHHHJACh OT SIPOCTH,
rjia3a ropeJiv, KJAblKM CBepKaJil — CJOBOM, OH Obl1 BeJHKOJeMeH.

Crapnift Cekad, ero orell, HEKOTOpPOe BpeMst CJiel1J 3a TeM, Kak KoThk
B Iblly 6GopbOb mnoa6pacbiBaeT B BO3AYyX COJHIHBIX CeIbIX CaMLOB,
CJOBHO pbifelleK, W pacKHIbIBaeT XOJIOCTSIKOB HampaBo W HaJjieBO,—
M HaKOHell He BblIepxKaJ M 3apeBes 4YTO ObLIO MOYH:

— On, moxer O6biTb, Gesymel, HO OH Jaydiuuii Goel Ha csere!
He TpoHb cBoero otua, coin moi#t! OH ¢ ToGoii!

Kotuk wusnan orBeTHHH GoeBo#l kau4, ¥ crapuil Cekau mnpulles
€My Ha TnoMollb; YyCbl €ro TOMNOPLUMJIHCh, OH MNbIXTeJ, Kak MapoBo3,
a Matka u HeBecta KoTHKa HpHUTau/iMcb B yKPOMHOM MecTeYke U
J060BAaNNCh NMOABUraMH cBOMX noBesuTesell. CiiaBHoe OblJIO cpaXkeHue!
Onn Guanch [0 TeX Mop, moka Ha Gepery He OCTajioch HH €IHHOro
KOTHKa, KOTOpBIH oTBakuJscsi Obl MmOAHsATb rojoBy. VM Torma oteu u
ChiH BeJMYECTBEHHO MPOLUJHCH B3al W BHepel Mo noJio OpaHH, orJa-
was misgK nobeiHbIM PEBOM.

Houbio, korpa ckBo3b TymaH NpopbiBajuch OTGJIECKH CEBEPHOrO
cusinns, KoTuK B3ofOpaJsicsi Ha rosylo ckajly U OKHHYJ B3rJSAOM pa-
30pPEHHBIE JIEXXKH H CBOMX H3paHEeHHBIX, OKDOBAaBJIEHHbIX POMAU-
uen.

-— Hapelochb,— cka3an oH,— Mol ypoK noijeT BaM Ha MOJb3y.

— Kunsinyeb rpusoit! — oto3Basca crapwit Cekau, ¢ Tpyaom pac-
NpsAMJAS CHHHY, NOTOMY YTO M €My Kpenko J[AOCTajioch 3a HAeHb.—
Cam Kur-Kacatka ne mor 6ui ux syuule otaenatb! CblH, s ropXychb
ToGO#H, U ckaxy TeGe GoJjiblle: si MOMJBIBY 3a TOGOl Ha TBOH OCTpOB,
ecJid, KOHEeYHO, OH CYLLeCTBYeT.

— il BH, XHpHble MopcKHe cBHHbU! KTO corsiacen mibTh 3a MHOH
K TyHHemo Mopckux Kopos? Orseualite, a To s onfATb NpUMyCh 3a
Bac! — 3arpemes Kotuk.

[To Gepery nponeccsi ponot, eje CJAbILHBIA, KaK MJeCK MpHJHUBA.

— Mbl, MBl,— BBIIOXHYJH THICSYH YCTaJbIX ToJocoB.— Mbl co-
rJacHu MabiTh 3a To60#, Benniit KoTuk.

N Kotuk BTAHYSs rojioBy B MJe4YH H YHOBJETBOPEHHO MPHKPHIJI
rnasa. Ou, npaspna, Gola Tenepb He Oejiblii, @ KpacHBIH, NOTOMY UTO
6bu1 M3paHeH OT roJoBwl A0 XBocta. Ho 6oiiloBcKasi TopaocTb He
NO3BOJIslIa €My HH CUUTaTb, HU 3a/U3bIBATb PaHbI.

Hemeno cnyctsi Bo riaBe nepBodl apMHM nepecesieHues (oKoJsio
JeCsITKa ThICAY XOJIOCTSIKOB M cTapbix camioB) KoTHk oTmibli K TyH-
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Hesno Mopckux KopoB, a Te, KTo npelnoues OCTaThbCs 10Ma, YECTHJH
ux GeamosrsabiMu GosBaHamu. Ho no BecHe, Korna 3eMJsIKH CBHIEJNUCh
Ha THXOOKEaHCKHX PbIGHBIX 6aHKax, nepBble NepecesieHLbl HapaccKasalu
CTOJIbKO YYyJleC O CBOHUX OCTpOBax, 4To Bce GoJiblie H OoJjibllie KOTHKOB
cTaJjio nokuaatb HoBoBocTouHYyIO.

Pasymeercs, nesno 370 Obljio He GBLICTPOE, MOTOMY UYTO KOTHKH OT
NPUpPOAbl TYrOAyMbl M MOHOJTY B3BeIIHBAIOT pa3Hble 32 H MNPOTHUB.
Ho ¢ kaxawsim romoM Bce GoJsiblle HX ymabiBasio ¢ 6Geperos Hososoc-
TouHol, JlykaHHOHa U cocenHHX JeXOWLL M Mepecessiiocb Ha CyacT-
JIUBBIE, HaNeXHO 3alllHlleHHble ocTpoBa. TaM M ceHuac NPOBOJMT JIeTO
.Ham Dbenpit KoTuk: oH Bce pacreT, »>KHpeeT M Habupaercss CuJ, a
BOKPYr HEro pe3BSiTCS XOJIOCTAKH M IiellleT Mope, He 3Halollee ue-
JIoBeKa.









KOLIKA, I'VJIdaBIIASA
CAMA IIO CEBE

L]

Jyllafi, MOH MHJIBIH MasibuHK, Cayllal, cayliai, BHU-
MaH, pasyMeH, MOTOMy 4YTO 3TO CJAYYHJIOCH, NMOTOMY

1 YTO 3TO MNPOHU3OILLJIO, MOTOMY UTO 3TO OblLIO eLle
B Ty JAajieKylo 1nopy, korna Pyunble )KuBoTHele Oblin )KHBOTHBIMH
JIMKHMH.

Cob6aka Ownla aukasi, 1 Jlowanb Gblia nukasi, 1 Koposa Oblia
nukasi, u OBua 6blia nukasi, ¥ CBHHbSA Obljla JHKasi — U Bce OHH ObLIH
JHKHe-TIpeiHKHe U JHKO O6ayxaand no MokpeiMm u JlUKHM JecaM.

Ho camas nukas 6wna Iukas Kollka — oHa Gpoauna rje B3iyMa-
eTcsl M ryJsijia cama no ce6e.

YeJioBeK, KOHEUHO, GBI TOXKe IHKHI, CTPAIIHO AUKWHH, YXKACHO OH-
kuii. Y Hukorpa Gbl eMy He caesaTthcsi pydyHBIM, ecid Obl He JKeH-
uHHa. DTo oHa 0oObABHIA €My — NpU NepBoil Ke BCTpeve,— YTO eM
He HpaBUTCH ero AMKas Xu3Hb. OHa XKHBO CHICKala eMy JJIsl XKHJibS
yIOTHYI0, cyxyio [lemepy, noromy uto cnatb B [lewepe 6blo Kyda
Jiyulle, 4eM BaJIiTbCA MOJ OTKPBITHIM HeGOM Ha Kyde CHIpOH JIMCTBHI.
Ona noceimana 1o/ YHCTHIM TECOYKOM H pa3Besna B rayGuHe [leiepw
OTJIMUHBIH KoCTep.
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[Totom ona moBecusa y Bxona B [lemiepy wkypy Juko#l Jlowaau
XBOCTOM BHHM3 U CKa3aja MyxuHHe:

— BuiTupail, mMuablii, HOTH, nepej Te€M KaK BOHTH: Belb Telepb
y Hac Xo3fAHCTBO.

B 3ToT Beuep, Moifi MWJBII MaJibYMK, OHH YI)KHHAJU OUKOH OBLOIi,
3a)KapeHHOH Ha pacKasjieHHHX KaMeHbAX, NpUOpaBJieHHOH [HKHM Yec-
HOKOM W NUKHM nepueM. [ToToM oOHHM CcbeM OHKYIO yTKY, HaYHMHEHHYIO
JMKHM PHCOM, AHKUMH siGJIOKaMu W AMKOH IBO3JIHKOH; MOTOM XPSALUMKH
JHMKUX ObIKOB; MOTOM JMKHE BHLUIHH U AMKHe rpaHaThl. [Torom MyxKdnHna,
OYeHb CYACTJHUBLIH, MOl U 3acHys y orHs, a JKeHUIHHa cesa KOJJO-
BaTh: OHA pacnycTH/a BOJIOCH, B3sijia IJieueBylo 6apaHblO KOCTh, OYEHb
NJIOCKYIO M OYeHb TJIajIKyl0, H cTaJjia NPUCTaJbHO BCMaTpHBaThcsl B MPO-
XoAsilllie no KocTH pa3sonbl. [loToM oHa noabGpocuiia MoJjieHbeB B OTOHb
¥ 3aTsiHyJa necHo. Jto 6wuio [lepBoe B mupe KosposctBo, Ilepsas
Bosulebuas Ilecus.

N cob6panuce B Mokpom u [Hukom Jlecy Bce [lukue 3Bepw;
c6HJINCh B ONHO CTajo M, [/SIAS Ha CBeT OFHs, He 3HaJji¥, 4YTO 3TO
TakKoe.

Ho Bot TomHys aukoii Horoi#t Huxuit Koub u nuko ckasaJi:

— O Hpy3ssst mou! O mou Heppyru! Uyer cepaue moe: He K n06py
3acsetnd MyxunHa u KeHwuHa B Goabwol [lewepe 6osbluok
orodb. Her, 3T0 He K nobpy!

Hukuit Tlec 3agpan nukuil Hoc, MOHIOXaJ, Kak naxHer OapaHbe
’)KapKoe, U IHKO CKasal:

— Tlo#iny morasixky, a nmoToM paccka)Xy. MHe kaxercs, 4To TaM
He Tak yx mnioxo. Kouka, noiigem co MHom!

— Hy ner,— orBeuana Kowka.— I, Kowka, xoscy e0e 830ymaem-
cA u eyaswo cama no cebe.

— Hy, torna s rteGe He ToBapuui,— cka3an [lukuii Ilec u mo-
6exxas kK Ilemwepe Bo Bech Ayx. Ho He npo6exkan OH M J€CATH LIArOB,
a Kowka yxe noaymana: «f, Kowka, xoxy e0e 830ymaemcs u eyasnto
cama no cebe. Ilouemy 6b MHe He NMOHTH TyAa H He NOCMOTDEThb, Kak
U uto? Benpb si moiiny no cBoeil COOCTBEHHOH BoJie».

U oHa TuxoxoHbKO mnoGexasna 3a Ilcom, crymas MSTKO-NIPEMSITKO,
1 3abpajiacb B Takoe MeCcTeYKO, OTKyAa eH OblJo CJLIILIHO pelu-
TeJbHO BCe.

Korna Nukuit Ilec nopowen k Ileilepe, OH AHKUM HOCOM NpHUIOA-
HAJI JIOIIA/IMHYIO LIKYpy U CTaj yNHBaTbCsl NpeKpacHHIM 3amaxom Ga-
paHbero xapkoro, a JXeHLUiHHa, KoJJ0oBaBllasi KOCTbIO, YyCJbiLiaJa
IIOPOX M CKasaJsa, CMesiCh:

— Bor, yxe npuwen nepswii. To, u3 Jukoro Jleca Jukaa Tsaps,
yero Te6e HamoGHO 31eChb?

W orseuan dukuii [lec:

— Ckaxu MHe, o Bpar moii, )Kena Bpara moero, uto 3170 naxuer
TakK HeXHo cpenu 3THX [lukux Jlecos?

W narnynace )KeHuiuHa, ¥ MNofHAJNA ¢ MOJY KOCTb, M Opocunia
Hukomy Ilcy, u ckasana:

— Tet, u3z [Jukoro Jleca [Hukasi Tsapb, orTsenai, MNOrpH3n
3Ty KOCTb.
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Basaa ukuii [lec 3Ty KocTh B cBOM AuKHe 3yGbl, H OHA OKasaJjach
BKyCHee BCero, UTO OH I'pbl3 [0 TOi MOpbl, U OH obpaTusics K YKeHILHHe
C TAaKHMH CJIOBAMH:

— Tlocnywaii, o Bpar moii, )Kena moero Bpara, 6pock MHe ckopee
JPYryl0 TaKylo e KOCTb.

U orseuana emy JKeHuuna:

— Tol, u3 Jdukoro Jleca dukasa Teapb, noau nomord Mmoemy Myxk-
YMHEe XOOMTb 3a N0OHUeH, cTepeub 3Ty [lewepy no HouaMm, U A nam Tebe
CTOJIBKO KocTe#, CKo/lbKo TeGe OGyAeT HY>KHoO.

— Ax,— ckazana Koluka, caylasi HX pas3roBop,— 3TO OYeHb
ymHas JKeHIUHHa, XOTSl, KOHEUHO, HEe yMHee MeHS.

Huxuit Tlec 3a6panca B [lemepy, nonoxun rosnosy YKenuune
Ha KOJIeHH H cKasaJ:

— O wmoi#t HOpyr, XKena moero [lpyra, xopoio. $I rotos nomoratb
TBoeMy My>KuHHe OXOTHTBCH, 51 Oyay cTepeub no Houam Bauwy [lemtepy.

— Ax,— ckasana Kouwka, ciylasg X pas3roBop,— 4YTO 3a IJynell
arot Ilec!

M ona nowmna npous, npobupasice no [dukomy Jlecy W AMKO IO-
MaxuBasi CBOMM JHKUM xBocToM. Ho o060 BceM, uTo BHIeJIa, HHKOMY
He CKasaJjia HHU CJIOBa.

[TpocHyBiKch, MyXX4HHa CIPOCHJ:

— Urto 3nech peaaer Hukuit Ilec?

W orsetuna )KeHuiunHa:

— Ero umsa yxe ne [ukuit Ilec, a Tlepsuit [pyr, u on Oyner Ham
IpYroM Ha BeKH BeKoB. Kak mno#zellb Ha OXOTy, BO3bMH H ero
¢ co6oi.

Ha cnepyoumit Beuep )KeHulnHa Hapesasa Ha 3ajMBHBIX Jyrax
GoJbLIYI0 OXalKy TpaBbl M pa3JjioXkHja ee CYLIWTbCA y OTHS, H, Koraa
noules OT TpaBbl TaKoH 3amax, Kak OT CBeXKeCKOIUEHHOTo ceHa, OHa
cena y Bxoma B Ilewepy, caenana W3 JolIaAMHOH KOXH Y3J€YKY H,
yCTaBUBLUKCh Ha MJieyeByl0 6apaHbi0 KOCTb — Ha IIHPOKYIO, 6OJbIIYIO
JIONaTKy,— CHOBa MpHHSJACh KOJJA0BaTh M 3amneja BoJiUeOHYIO MecHIo.

To 6wo Bropoe Kospgosctso u Bropass Bosnwe6uasi IlecHs.

N cHoBa B ukom Jlecy co6panuch Bce [ukue 3Bepu u, Iisas
U3/lajii Ha OTOHb, TOJIKOBaJIH, YTO TaKoe MOIJIO MpPHKIOUUTbes ¢ Jlu-
kuM Ilcom. M Bor [Mukuit KoHb AHKO TOMHYJ AHKOH HOroH M ckasau:

— Tloiigy norasixy, a notoM pacckaxy, nouemy Hukuit I'lec He Bep-
HyJicsi. Kollka, xouellb, oTnpaBuMcsi BMeCTe?

— Het,— ortseuana Kowka.— f, Kowka, 6poscy e0e 830ymaemcs
u eyasro cama no cebe. Unu onun.

Ho Ha camom nene oHa THXOHbKO Npokpajsach 3a [ukuM Konem,
CTynasi MACKO-NpeMArko, U 3a6paJjiacb B TaKOe MeCTeUKO, OTKyda OblJIo
CBIIIHO pEeLIUTENBHO BCE.

Ycnvixana JKeHIMHAa KOHCKHE TOMN, ycjablxaja, Kak npoGupaercs
K Helt [ukufi KoHb, HacTynasi Ha CBOI0O IJIMHHYIO TpHBY, 3acmesijlach
H CKa3aJsa:

— A Bot u Bropoit umer! T, uz Jukoro Jleca [uxas Tsapb,
yero Te6e HafOOHO 31eChb?

Jukuit Koub oTBeuaJ:
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— Twl, moit Bpar, )Kena moero Bpara, oTBeuaii MHe ckopee, rie
Hukuit Ilec?

JKeHwmnHa 3acmesinach, MoAHsiia ¢ Noay GapaHbilo JonaTky, Mo-
rjsiiefia Ha Hee W cKasaJia:

— Twi, u3 Hdukoro Jleca [Nukasi Teapb, He 3a IlcoM Thl npuiuen
Cl0jla, a 3a CeHOM, 3a BKYCHOH TpaBoOM.

Hukuit Koub, nepeGupast Horamu M HacTynasi Ha CBOIO JUIMHHYIO
rpuBy, cKasaJ:

— 3rto npasaa. [lafi-ka MHe ceHa!

JKeHiinHa oTBeuaJa:

— Tbl, u3 Hukoro Jleca Iukana TBapb, CKJIOHH CBOIO AHMKYIO TO-
JIOBY M HOCH, UTO s HajJeHy Ha Telsl,— HOCH, He CHHMAas BO BEeKH
BEKOB, H TPHXK/bl B JeHb Thl Oylelllb €CTb 3Ty AUBHYIO TpaBy.

— Ax,— ckasana Koluka, caywasi ux pasrosop,— 3ta KeHllHHa
OuYeHb YMHa, HO, KOHEYHO, He yMHee MeHS.

W narnyn [dukuit Koub cBolo AuKy0 rosoBy, H JKeHlIHHA HaKH-
HyJla Ha Hee TOJNbKO YTO CIVIETEHHYIO Y3/euKy, H JOXHYJ OH CBOHUM
JHKHM AbIXaHbeM NpPSAMO Ha Horu JKeHuiuHe U cKasaJg:

— O wmost Tocnoxa, o xena moero ocnoauHa, 3a uyaecHylo 3Ty
TpaBy A 6yAy TeGe BeuHbM pabom!

— Ax,— ckasana Kouwka, cayuwiasi ux pasroBop,— Kakoi OH Tuy-
net, 310t Konb!

M cHoBa ona Gpocunach B yamy Hukoro Jleca, nHkKo nomaxupas
cBouM JHKUM xBocToM. Ho o060 BceM, 4TO cibixajia, HHKOMY He CKa-
3aJia HHU CJIOBA.

Korga Ilec u MyxunHa BepHyJucb C OXOThl, MyX4HHa cKa3aJ:

— A 4t0 3gech penaer Oukuii KoHb?

M )KenwuHa orBeuasa:

— He Hukuit Kohb yxe umsi ero, Ho Ilepsmii Cayra, Tak Kak
c MecTa Ha MecTo OH OyJeT BO3UTb Hac BO BekH Bekos. Koraa Tol
cobepelllbCcst Ha OXOTY, CaAHChb Ha HEro BEPXOM.

Ha enepyomuii genb nogowmsa k [lewepe Koposa. Oua ToXe 6blsia
JUKas W OoJIXKHA Obliia BHICOKO 3aJMpaTh CBOK AUKYIO TOJNOBY, YTOOBI
He 3alleNMUTbCcs AMKHMH poramu 3a aukHe AepeBbsi. Kollka mnpokpa-
Jlach BcJse]l 3a Hell W CHpsiTajlacb TOUHO Tak JKe, KaK M paHblle: U Bce
CJAYUYHJIOCh TOYHO TaK e, Kak paHblue; U Kollka ckasana To Xe,
4yTo paHblle; u Koraa Jlukas Koposa B oOMeH Ha MpeKpacHyl TpaBy
obeutana YKeHwune cBoe Mosioko, Kowka 6pocunacs B Jukuit Jlec u
IHKO 3amaxaljla CBOHWM JHMKHM XBOCTOM, ONSITb-TAKH TOYHO TaK e,
KaK paHblile.

M o6o BceM, uTo cibiXajia, HUKOMY He cKasaJjia HH CJIOBa.

A xorpa Ilec, Yenosek u Koub BepHysauch ¢ oxoro H Yenosek
CMPOCHJI TOYHO TaK Xe, KaK paHblle, uTo Jenaet 3fech Hukas Koposa,
JKeHlMHa oTBeYyasa TOYHO TaK ’Ke, Kak paHblle:
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— Teneps He [dukast Koposa et ums, vo [Nonarenbuuua Xopoliuei
Enni. Ona Oyner naBaTb HaMm Gesioe MapHOe MOJIOKO BO BEKH BEKOB,
M 51 TOTOBA XOJWTb 3a HeMl, moka Tbl, na Haw [lepewiii [lpyr, na Haw
[TepBuiit Cayra Gynere B Jiecy Ha OXoTe.

HanpacHo Komka npoxxpana Becb J€Hb, 4TOObI elle KTO-HHOYIb
u3s Jlukux 3Bepell npuuwen K [lewepe: GoJblie HUKTO He MPUXOAHJ
n3 Mokporo [lukoro Jleca. Tak uro Koluke noxeBoJie npuiujgoch GJyx-
JaTh OAMHOKO, camoil no ce6e. M Bor yBuiena oHa JKeHIUHHY, KO-
topas cupena W pouna Koposy. WM yBupnena ona B [lewlepe cser
M nouysja 3anax Gejoro napHoro mosoka. M ckazana ona )YKenuluue:

— Tol, moii Bpar, JKena moero Bpara! Ckaxu: He BuHIana ju
Tl KopoBnI?

JKeHuinHa 3acMmestiach M cKa3adaa:

— Tul, u3 Hukoro Jleca [Qukasi Tsaps, crynait ceGe B Jlec nomno6-
py-no3nopoBy! Mue Gosblue HE Halo HU cayr, Hu Apy3seit. 51 yxe 3a-
njeja MOIO KOCY W CIpsiTaja BOJLLIEOHYIO KOCTb.

M orseruna [dukas Koluika:

— 3 wHe npyr w me cayra. A, Kowka, xoxmy ede 830ymaemcs
u eyasro cama no cebe, 1 BOT MHe B3JlymaJoch Npuiith K Te6e B [lewiepy.

M cnpocuna ee YKeniunha:

— Ilouemy B nepBbli e Beuep Thl He npuuina ¢ [lepBrim
Lpyrom?

Koiika paccepaunach ¥ ckasana:

— JHonxHo 6bitTb, [ukuil Ilec yx HaroBopun TebGe Npo MeHs
HeOblnL!

JKeHlMHa 3acMesiach M cKasaaa:

— Toi, Kouika, ryasielsb cama no cebe M Xxoauulib rie tebe B3ay-
maercsi. Tol cama roBopHlUb, 4TO TH He ciayra ¥ He JApyr. Mam ke
orciona cama no cebe kyna snymaercs!

Kollika nputBopusiach o6uKeHHOH M cKasaJa:

— Heyxenn Mue uHOM pa3 Henb3ss npuiithi kK Tebe B [leuwtepy
¥ norperbcst y ropsidero orusi? M Heyxkenu Thl HMKOraa He jfallb MHe
NONaKOMHTbCSt OesNblM MapHbBIM  MOJOKOM? Tel Takasi yMHHLA, Thbl
Takasi KpacaBHLla,— HeT, XOTb 51 ¥ Kolllka, a Thl He 6ylellb Xe€CTOKa
CO MHOH.

JKenwuua ckasana:

— $l 3malo, 4TO s YyMHMLA, HO 4TO § KpacaBHLa — He 3HaJja.
[asail 3aknouum poroBop. Ecau si xotb pas noxsaJgio tebsi, Thl MO-
Kellb BoHTH B [leulepy. .

— A ecau TH ABaXnabl MOXBaJHlUb MeHs?— cripocHaa Kouika.

— Hy, stomy ne 6wiBaTh,— ckasana )KenwuHa.— Ho ecan 3t0
CJAYUYHUTCS, BXOAH M CaJHCb Yy OTHS.

— A uT0, ecau Thl TPHKABI MOXBaJHlIb MeHsi?— crpocusaa Kolika.

— Hy, astomy He G6niBaTh,— ckadana )Kenunna.— Ho ecan 3to
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C/IyUUTCSi, TIPUXOAM M ToOJyd4all MOJIOKO TPH pa3a B JeHb OO CKOH-
yaHusi Beka!

Koluka BbirHy/ia CnMHY M cKasaJga:

— Tui, 3anaBecka y Bxona B [lewiepy, H TH, Orowb B riyGuHe
[Mewepsl, u Bbl, Monounbie KpbiHki, crosiive y Orusa, Bac s Gepy
B CBHETeJIM: 3alOMHMTE, UTO cka3an Mol Bpar, )Kena moero Bparal!

U, nosepHyBliuch, yuuia B [Iukufl Jlec, AMKO mNoMaxupasi HHKUM
XBOCTOM.

Korna B Tot Beuep [lec, MyxunHa u KoHb BO3BpPATHJIUCb C OXOTHI
B [lewepy, )KeHUlMHa HH CJ0Ba He CKa3aja MM O CBOEM JOroBope
¢ Koliuko#, Tak kKak 6osi/1acb, 4TO 3TO UM He TIOHDPABHTCS.

Kowka ywsaa pajneko-najieko U TaK H0JAro CKpbiBasach B JIMKOM
Jlecy, uro JKeHuwnHa 3a6bi1a u nymath o Hel. Tosbko Jletyuas Mblllb,
BHCeBlIasi BBepX Horamu y Bxoma B [lelilepy, 3HaJja, rae CKphiBaeTcsi
Kolika, ¥ kaxXablii Beuyep mnojJieraja K TOMYy MeCTy H coobulaJja
Kouike Bce HOBOCTH.

Kak-to BeuepoM mnpusetaer oHa K Kolllke H TOBODHT:

— A B Tlewepe — Munanenuuk! OH coBceM, COBCEM HOBEHbKHH.
Taxko#t posoBbifi, TojcThiH W KpolieuHbli. W oH oweHb HpaBHTCSH
JKeHwuue.

— Oranuno,— ckasana Kowka.— A urto ke HpaBurcs Maa-
JIeHUUKY?

— Msrkoe W rnagkoe,— orBetusa Jleryuas Mbelib.— Kak uatH
cnatb, OH GepeT B DYUOHKH 4TO-HHOYAb Teruoe H 3achinaeT. [lotom
eMy HpaBHTCs, 4TOObl ¢ HUM urpaJju. Bot u Bce.

— OranuHo,— ckasana Kowka.— Ecau Ttak, To Mo#i yac Hacras.

Ha cnenyowmnit Beuep Kowka npoGpanach k Ilemwepe no ukomy
Jlecy u npocuzena HeBnaseke no camoro ytpa. Yrpom Ilec, Yenosek
v Konb yuuin Ha oxory, a KeHlluHa 3aHssach crpsinHeil. PeGeHok
niakail 4 oTpeiBas ee oT paGorhl. OHa BbiHecna ero u3 [leutepn
H Jlajla eMy KaMeUIKOB MOMrpaTh, HO OH He YHHMaJCH.

Torpa Kouika nporsiHyna nyxayio Jjany v nornaauia PeGenka
No uleKe, H 3aMypJbiKaja, W MOLLIA TepeTbCsl O €ro KOJIEHKY, H XBOC-
TOM 3aulekoTajia emy noaboponok. PeGenok 3acmesiicsi, u )KeHuluHa,
C/blllia ero cMex, yJblGHyJachk.

Torna BockaukHyna Jleryuasi Mulwb — masienbkasi  Jletyuas
Mbuiwb, BHceBlIast BBepX Horamu y Bxoaa B [leuwepy:

— O Xossailka mos, JKena wmoero Xossinna, Matb Xossfickoro
Coina! M3 [lukoro Jleca npuuwwia Jdukasi TBapb M Kak CJaBHO OHa
Hrpaetr ¢ TBouMm PeGenkowm!

—- Cnacu6o [ukoit TBapu,— ckasana )KeulwwuHa, pasrubas cnu-
Hy.— Y MeHs Tak MHoro paGoThl, a OHa OKa3aja MHe GOJbIUYIO yCJyTy.

W BoT, MU/IBI MasbuMK, He yCliena OHAa BbIMOJIBUTb 3TO, KaK B Ty Xe
MHHYTY H B Ty Xe cekyHay — Oy X, 6y x!— nagaer JoulaauHas
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IIKypa, BHCEBILIasi XBOCTOM KHH3y y Bxogma B [lemepy (3To oHa
BCcnoMHHUAa, uto y YKenwnnbl ¢ Koliko#l 6bl1 noroBop), H He ycneja
JKeHuwvHa noausth ee, a Komwka yxe cuaut B [lewepe, ycenach mno-
ynoOHe# ¥ CHAUT.

— Tui, mo#t Bpar, Te, JKena Bpara moero, Th, MaTb Moero
Bpara,— ckasajna Koluka,— nocmMoTpu: s 31ecb. Tbhl TOXBaJjujaa
MeHs — M BOT 51 31ecb H Oyny cunetb B Ileuiepe Bo Beku BekoB. Ho
BCe XKe 3anoMHH: s, Kowka, xoocy e0e 830ymaemcs u 2yasito cama
no cebe.

JKenilluHa paccepausiach, MPHKYCHJa $Si3BIK M cesa 3a MPSJKY.

Ho PeGenok 3annakan onsitb, noroMy uto Kowka yuuwia oT Hero;
1 JKeHulnHa He MorJia ero yHsiTb: OH Ouiscs, GpbiKajics W BeCb MO-
CHHeJ OT KpHKa.

— Tu, mo#i Bpar,. o, )Kena Bpara wmoero, TH, MaTb Moero
Bpara,— ckasana Kouika,— nocaywafi, uto s Tebe CKaxy: BO3bMH
OTOPBH KyCOYeK HHMTKH OT TOH, KOTODYIO Thl NMpsifellb, MPUBSXKH K HeH
CBOe BepeTeHLe, H si TaK Hakoanylo Tebe, uTo PeGeHOK CHIO Xe MH-
HyTy 3acMmeercss M OyleT CMesTbCs TakK 2Ke TPOMKO, Kak TJauer
Tenepb.

— JlajgHo,— ckasana )KeHuwuHa.— $1 yXXe coBceM mnoTepsJ/a Tro-
JqoBy. Ho nomuu: Gaaronaputb Te6si si He CTaHy.

Ona npuBsizana K HHMTKe IJIMHSIHOe BepeTeHlle K TMOTsIHyJa ero
no noJay, u Kolika nobexana 3a HUM, B XBartaJja ero, 1 KyBblpKasach,
U LUBHIpSJIa ero K cebe Ha CNWHYy, H JIOBW/a ero 3ajHHMH JianmamH, H
HapOYHO OTMyCKaja ero, a MOTOM KHAalach BAOTOHKY,— M BOT Pe-
6eHOK 3acMesiicsi ellle TpoMue, 4YeM MNJakaJjd; OH nosasan 3a Koluko#
no Bceit [leulepe u pe3dBuicsi, noka He ycran. Toraa oH 3azpemal
BMecTe ¢ KollKoi, He BbIyCKasi ee U3 PyK.

— A rtenepb,— ckasana Kolika,— si cnoio eMmy necHio, y6aioKaio
€ro Ha 4acok.

M kak nowmsa oHa MypJbIKATb TO TPOMKO, TO THlle, TO THLIe, TO
rpomue, Pe6GeHOK M 3aCHYJl KPENKHM CHOM.

JKeHulnHa norasizesna Ha HUX M C yJAbIOKOH ckasana:

— 3910 Gb1a Hensoxasi paGora! Uto Gbl TaM HHM Obljo, BCEe XKe Thl
ymHuua, Kouka.

He ycnena ona norosoputb — 1 - ¢ - ¢ - ¢! — nbim o1 Orns Tyuamu
3akay6uscs B [lewepe: 310 oH BcnoMHuJ, uto y JKeHulvHbl ¢ Kowko#
6bl1 foroBop. M korna nbim paccesiicsi, rasifib, Kollika CHAMT y OrHs:
ycenach noynobHee U CHAMT.

— Tbl, mo#t Bpar, T, )Xena Bpara moero, Th, Martb Moero
Bpara,— ckasana Kouika,— nocMorpu: s 3necb. Thl CHOBa mnoxBaJjiuja
MeHsl, ¥ BOT si 34eCh, y TEIJIOro oyara, M OTCloja 51 He yiay BO BeKH
BekoB. Ho Bce xe 3anomuu: s, Kowka, xoxy ele e30ymaemcs
u eyasro cama no cebe.
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JKeHulnHa oueHb paccepmuJach, pacrnycTHsaa BoJoChl, MoaGpocHJa
IPOB B OrOHb, AoCTana GapaHbio KOCTb M TOLLIA ONATb KOJAOBATh,
yto6bl KAaK-HHOynb HEHApOKOM B TpPeTHH pa3 He [OXBaJHTh
sty Kouuky.

Ho, muabilt manbukk, ona kospoBana 6e3 3BykKa, 6e3 NeCHH,— H BOT
B Mellepe CTaJO TaK THXO, UTO Kakasi-To Kpollka-MbllKa BbICKOYHJIA
M3 yrjla U THXOHbKO 3aferaJsa 1o noJy.

— Tui, mo#t Bpar, TtH, »Xena Bpara moero, Th, MaTb Moero
Bpara,— ckaszana Kouwka,— 3To Thl Bbi3Baja MBILLIKY CBOMM KOJI-
JLOBCTBOM?

— Aii-aii-afi! Het! — 3akpuuana »KeHUIMHA, BLIPOHHJA KOCTb,
BCKOUMJIa HA CKaMeeuKy, CTOfIBLUYIO y OFHsi, U TocKopee nonobpaJa
CBOH BOJIOCH, 4TOGH MbIIKa He B36exaJsa 1o HUM.

— Hy, ecnu TH He 3akongoBaja ee,— cKasaja Kolika,—
MHe OyneT He BPEIHO ee CbeCTb.

— KoHeuHo, xoneuHo! — ckasana ) KenllMHa, 3anjeras Kocy.—
Crelib ee nockopee, u si Bek 6yny 6aaronapHa TeGe.

B onun npeikok noiimana Kowka Mblliky, H JKeHUIHHa BOCKJHK-
HyJa OT QyLIu:

— Cnacn6o Te6e Thiciuy pa3! Cam [lepBeiit  [pyr JgoBHT
Meiliei He Tak ObICTPO, Kak Thl. TH, HAOJMKHO ObiTh, OGoJbllias
YMHHULA.

He ycnena oua noroBopuTb, Kak — T p @ x! — B Ty ke camylo MH-
HYTY H B Ty XKe CaMylo CeKyHIy TpecHyja KpblHKa ¢ MOJIOKOM, CTOSIB-
masi y ouara, TpPecHyJa rmonoJam, MNOTOMY UTO BCIOMHHJA, Kako#
noroBop 6b1 y JKenwuHsl ¢ Kowkoil. M1 He ycnena JKeHuivHa coiTH
Co cKameeukH, Msinb, a Kollika yxe JlaKaeT U3 OJHOro uepenka 3ToH
KpbiHky Gesloe mapHoe MOJOKO.

— Tbl, mo#t Bpar, e, )Xena Bpara wmoero, Tel, Martb Moero
Bpara,— ckasana Koluika,— nocmotpu: si 3necb. B Tperu#t pas mno-
XBaJula TH MeHsi: naBall e MHe TPUXKIbl B AeHb noGosiblle 6ejoro
napHoro MoJioka — Bo Bekd BekoB. Ho Bce xe 3anomuu: A, Kouwka,
xoocy ele 830ymaemcen u eyaso cama no cebe.

M 3acmesinace JKeHuiWHa H, nmocTaBUB MHCKY O0€Jloro MapHOro
MOJIOKa, CcKasaJna:

— O Kouika! Tl pasymHa, Kak 4esloBeK, HO TMOMHH. JOrOBOp Hall
6bl1 3akKgiodeH, korna He 6bw1o ngoma HH [lca, HH MyXKuHHbI; He 3HAI,
YTO CKaX>XYT OHH, KaK BepHYyTCs AOMOH.

— Kakoe mHe 10 sToro neno! — ckaszana Kouuka.— MHe Gbl TOJIBKO
mecteuko B [lewepe u Tpu pasa B neHb no6oJblie 6eJOro NapHOro
MOJIOKa, U st 6yay oueHb noBodbHa. Hukakue Tlcbl, HuKakie My>KuHHbI
MEHsI He KacaloTCsi.

B Ttor ke Beuep, kKorpa Ilec u MyxunHa BepHYJHCb C OXOTH
B [lewepy, )KeHulMHa pacckasaja MM BCe KaK eCTb O CBOeM M0ro-
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Bope ¢ Kowkoii, a Kowka cugena y Origd M OYeHb NPHUATHO
yani6anach.

M ckasan Myxuuna:

— Bce 3to xopouwo, Ho He Xyno Gbl el U CO MHOI 3aKJIOUMTb J0-
ropop. Uepe3 MeHsi OHa 3aKJIOUUT €ro co BceMH MyXXUHHAMH, KOTOpble
OynyT nocsie MeHs.

On B35 mnapy camnor, B3si KpeMHeBbll Tomop (HTOro TpH
npeaMeTra), MNpPUHEC €O ABOPa MOJEHO U MaJIeHbKYI CeKHpy (HMTOro
NsATb), MOCTABHJ BCe 3TO B psi U CKaszal: -

— JaBaii u wmbl 3akaouum goroBop. Tel xkuBews B [lewepe
BO BEKM BEKOB, HO ecJd Thl 3abynellb JOBHTb Mbllell — MOCMOTPH-
Ka Ha 3TH NpeAMeThl: UX NsiTh, U 51 UMel0 MpPaBo JIIOOGOH U3 HHUX LUBLIP-
HyTb B Te6si, U Tak Xe Bcjael 3a MHoHO 6yayT noctynaTb Bce Myx-
UHHBIL.

JKeHuivHa ycablilana 3To0 U MoJBHJAA Npo cebsi:

— Jla, Kowka ymua, a My»XuuHa yMHee.

Kollika cocuuTasa Bce Belld — OHU OblIM JOBOJBHO TsiXKeJble —
M cKasanja:

— Jlagno! §1 Gyny noBuTh Meliliel BO BEeKH BCKOB, HO BCC XKe
s, Kowka, xoomy ede 830ymaemcesn u eyasrwo cama no cebe.

— Tyas#, ryns#,— otosBancss MyKuMHa,— Ja TONBKO He TaM,
rae s. [lonapewbcsi MHe Ha riasa, si ceduac »Ke LBbIPHY B Te6s 160
canoroM, /M0G0 MNOJIEHOM, H TaK CTAHYT MNOCTYNaTtb Bce MyKUliHbHI,
KOTOpble OYyAYT mnocje MeHsl.

Torpa Bulctynua [lec u ckasan:

— Tloropu. Tenepb Moii uepen 3akmouatb AOrOBOp. A uepe3 MeHs
noroBop OyneT 3akjl4eH H co BceMH ApyruMu llcamu, Kotopbie 6yayT
XKHTb nocje mensi.— OH ockanua 3y6el M mnokasan ux Kouike.—
Ecnu, noka s B [lewepe, Tol Gynewib HenackoBa ¢ PeGeHkom,— npo-
no/Kan oH,— s Oyny roHsiTbesi 3a TOOOH, Hoka He noHmaiwo Tebs,
a xorga s noiimal Te6si, i Mckycalo Tebsi. M Tak craHyr nocrynartb
Bce Cobaku, Koroprle OyayT KHTb IOCJe MeHs BO BEeKH BEKOB.

Yeawiwana sto )KeHiwnHa H MosnBHNa npo ce6s:

— [a, sta Kowka ymua, Ho ne ymuee CobGaku.

Kowka cocuurana co6Gaubd 3y6bl, MU OHH MOKa3a/juCh €H OUEHb
octpbiMu. Ona ckasaJga:

— Xopouo, noka si B [lewepe, si 6yny nackosa ¢ PeGenkom, ecan
Tonbko Pe6GeHok He craHer ciauliKoM GOJIBHO TackaTh MEHsi 3@ XBOCT.
Ho wne 3abymbre: s, Kowka, xomy ele 630ymaemcs u 2eyaso
cama no cebe.

— TDynsi#t, ryasi,— orossancsi Ilec,— na Tonbko He Tam, rae f.
A He TO, uyThb BcTpeuy Tebsi, si ceiluac Ke 3ajalo, HaJjeuy Ha TeOsi
M 3aroHio Te6si BBepx Ha aepeBo. W Tak cranyt nocrynate Bce Co-
6aku, KoTopble 6YAYyT »KHTb MOC/JTE MEeHS.

M ToTuac ke, He Tepsis HU MHUHYTH, KHHYJ1 Myxuuna B Kouiky
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JByMsi carnoramMi na KpeMHeBbIM TonopukoMm, U Kouika 6pocusiach BoH
u3 [lewepsl, a Ilec nmorHancsi 3a Heit W 3arHaj ee BBepx Ha aepe-
BO,— H C TOrO CaMoro aHsi, MOH MaJlb4MK, H MOHbIHE Tpoe My>KuHH
M3 MATH — €CJIM OHH HacTosillie MYXKUHHBl — LUBBIPSIIOT Pa3HbBIMH
npeameramu B Kolwky, rae 6bl OHa HU nonajganach UM Ha rjasa, 4 Bce
[Tcbl — ecau oHu Hactosilue [Icbl — BCe 10 OAHOrO 3aroHslOT ee BBEpPX
Ha gepeBo. Ho u Kowka Bepua cBoemy poroBopy. [loka ona B nowme,
OHA JIOBHT Mbllledl U J1aCKOBA C N€TbMH, €CJIH TOJbKO J€TH He CJAHLIKOM
60JIbHO TAcKaloT ee 3a XBOCT. Ho 4uyTb yJyyuT MHHYTKY, UyThb HacTaHeT
HOYb M B30HmeT JyHa, celiuac e oHa roBopHT: «f, Kowka, xoocy
ede 830ymaemcs u eyaswo cama no cebe» — v Gexkut B yaily Jlukoro
Jleca, uau Bne3zaer Ha Mokpbie [lukue JlepeBbsi, HaH B3GHpaeTcs
Ha MoKpble Jlukue KphlUM M JHKO MaleT CBOUM JIMKHM XBOCTOM.
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H MOSsIBHJCS Ha CBeT B jJpemyded uaulobe,
B OLHOM H3 TeX YKPOMHbIX JIeCHbhIX TaWHHKOB,
O KOTOPHIX BeAAalT JHlIbL HCKOHHble o6HTa-
TeJld Jleca.

Ero Gonblwine myTHble ri1a3a ellle He BHAEH, ero GoJibliHe MsITKHe
YUIH ellle He CJBILIAJNH, HO OH Yy»Ke MOI CTOSITb, UyTh MNOLIAThIBAsACh
Ha CBOHX TOHKHMX HOXKaX, M 4acras JpoXb MopLlH/aa ero GJecTsulyio
WKYPKY.

— UYro 3a npenecrublit maJbill! — BOCK/IMKHYJA copoka. Oua Je-
TeJla Mo CBOMM JeJiaM, HO ceHuac pa3oMm 060 BceM 3abblja H ycesaach
Ha Oauxaduwui cydok.— Yro 3a mnpesecTHHi Madbl! — noBTO-
puja oHa.

Eff HMKTO He OTBETHJ, HO COPOKA HHUYTb He CMYTHJacCh.

— Jrto nopasurenbHo! — TapaTtopusa copoka.— Takoil maJioT-
Ka — H yXe MOXeT CTOsiTb H gnaxe XoAWTb! B KM3HM He BHAasna
HHuero nopoGHoro. [IpaBaa, 51 elie oueHb MOJIOAA, UTO BaM, HaBepHoe,
M3BECTHO,— BCEro roj, Kak M3 rHesga... Ho Her, 3T0 mMouCTHHE H3YyMH-
TeJIbHO H HeoObikHOBeHHO! Bmnpouem, s cuurTaio, uto y Bac, oJieHed,

© Ilepeckas ¢ Hemeukoro. 0. Haru6un, 1992.
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BCce HM3yMHTeNbHO U HeoOblkHOBeHHO. CKaxuTe, a Geratb OH TOXe
MOXeT?

— KoHeuHo,— THXo oTBeTHna matb.— Ho u3BHHHUTE MeHsi, [O-
»Kany#cTa, 1 He B COCTOSIHHH MOJAEPXKHUBAThb Gecely. ¥ MeHsl CTOJIbKO
Iell... K TOMY »Xe 51 YyBCTBYIO ce6si HeMHOro caa6oi.

— Tloxanyiicra, He GecrnokolTech,— MOCMELIHO CKa3aja COpPOKa.—
Y meHsi camoil HeT HH MHMHYTKH BpeMeHH. Ho s tak nopaxenal.. Ilo-
LyMaTb TOJIbKO, KaK CJOXHO NpPOXOASIT BCe 3TH BellM y Hac, Copok!
JleTH BBHIIYMJSIOTCS W3 sikll TakMMH GecniomoulHbiMu! OHH HUUero, Hy
HHUero He MOryT caenatb aas ceb6si camd. Bbl He npeacrabasere,
KaKoll 3a HuMH HyXKeH yxon! M oHu Bce BpeMsi XOTAT ecTh. AX, 3T0 TakK
TPYAHO — n0OLIBATh NMpPOMNHTAHHE H CJEeNHTb, UTO6 C HUMH 4ero He MpH-
kiouunock! I'onoBa vuer kpyrom. Passe s He mpaBa? Hy corsnacurecs
co mHo#. [IpocTo He XxBaTaeT TephneHHs KAATb, MOKAa OHH OMNEPSTCS
H npHoOpeTyT MaJjo-MaJjbCKH NMPHJAUYHBIH BUn!

— Tlpocrure,— cka3ana maTbh,— HO 5i He cJaywiaja.

Copoka yJetena. «I'ynoe cosnanue! — nymana copoka.— YaHBH-
TeJIbHOe, HeOObIKHOBEHHOE, HO TJyNoe».

Matb He o6paTu/ia HHKaKoro BHHMaHHS Ha HCUe3HOBeHHE COPOKH.
Ona npuHsAnace MbITh HOBOpOXKaeHHoro. OHa Mblia ero si3blkom, Ge-
pPeXHO M CTaparejlbHO, BOJOCOK 32 BOJOCKOM, BHIJIM3bIBasi LIKYPKY
coiHa. M1 B aTofi HexxHoll paGorte OblIO Bce: W BaHHA, H COrpeBaloOillUi
maccax, M Jlacka.

Maubilt HemHoro nowartbiBajcs. OT NPHKOCHOBEHUS TEMJOro Mare-
PHHCKOTO si3blKa UM OBJ1ajiesa cjlafKasi HCTOMAa, OH OTYCTHJICS Ha 3eMJII0
u 3amep. Ero kpacHas Bna)kHas, pacrpenaHHas wy6Oka Gblla ycesiHa
GesibiMH  KpanmuHKamH, HeonpelesMBlleecsl, [NETCKOe JHLO XpaHHJO
THXOe, COHHOe BblpaXKeHHe.

Jlec rycto nopoc opeliHHkoM, GosipeilUHHKOM W Oy3uHow. Pocibie
KJleHbl, yObl M OYKH 3eJleHBIM 11aTpOM HaKpHIBaJH yally; Y MOAHOXKHH
JlepeBbeB pPOCJH THIIHbIE ManoOpOTHHKH H JleCHble SIrofbl, a COBCeM
BHH3Y JIACTHJIMCb K CMYIJOH, 6ypoH 3emJe JIMCTOUKH yxKe OTUBETLLHX
¢uanok u elle He 3alBeTHIeH 3eMJSIHHKH.

CBeT paHHero CoJiHLia MPOHHKAJ CKBO3b JIHCTBY TOHKHMH 30JIOTHIMH
HUTAMH. Jlec 3BeHesq Ha THICSAUM T'0JIOCOB, OH Gbll BeCb NMPOHH3aH HX
BecesbIM BOJIHeHHeM. be3 ycTanu BopKoBajsu rosy6bH, CBHCTeNIH APO3-
Nbl, CYXOHbKO MOILEJIKUBAJH CHHHLBI W 3BOHKO OHJ 3s0/uK. B a3ty pa-
JIOCTHYIO MY3bIKy BpHIBAJHCh pe3Kui, 3/10H BCKPHK Cbl4a H MeTaJllH-
yeckoe rykaube (asaHob. [lopoit BClo MHororoJiocuily sarJjyiiajo 3Be-
Hsillee JIMKOBaHHe AATJA.

A B BBHICH, Haj KDPOHAMH [€pEBbEB, HEYMOJUYHO MeTaJVIHYeCKHMH,
FrOPTAHHBIMH TOJIOCAMH CCODMJIMCh BOPOHBI, H, Mpope3asi HX XpHILIoe,
Ha3oiauBoe 6OpPMOTaHHe, HOJETaNd CBeT/ble, TOpable HOThl COKOJHHOIO
NpHU3LIBA. .

Manbill He passiHyaj roJocoB, He y3HaBaJj HaneBOB, OH He MOHH-
MaJl HU OJHOTO CJOBa B Hanpsi>keHHOM M OypHOM JIECHOM DPa3sroBope.
He BocnpuHuman o u 3amaxoB, KoTopbiMu abllialf Jec. OH yyBCTBOBaJ
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JIMIIb He’KHble, Jlerkue TOJYKH, NMpPOHMKABLIHE CKBO3b ero wyG6Ky, B TO
BpeMsi Kak ero MbUIH, o6orpesanu u LenoBasd. OH BAbIXaJa JHLIb
6JiM3Koe Temjo Martepu. TeCHO mpHiKaJjcs K 3TOMy MSKOMY, apoMmar-
HOMY TeIJly H B HEyMeJOM TOJIOAHOM TOHCKe OThiCKasJ A0OpbIf UCTOU-
HHUK >KH3HH.

M noka celH nua M3 Hee 6/1aroCTHyIO BJary, Math THXO LierraJja:
«bem6u». OHa BCKuABIBaNa roJioBy, Mpsilaja yllaMH H YYTKO BTATH-
‘Bajla HO3JPSIMH BO3AyX. 3aTeM, YCINOKOEHHAsi U CUacT/HBasi, LienoBaJia
cBoero pebGeHKa.

— bem6u,— rosopusia oxa,— Mol MaJseHbkui BemGu!

% ¥ ¥

PanHeii nerTHeii mopol BO3LyX THX, JepeBbsl CTOAT HeABHXKHO,
NPOCTHPas PYKH-BETBH K rony6omy HebGy, H MOJIOAOE COJHIE HM3JIMBaeT
Ha HHX CBOKO LIEAPYIO CHJY.

besble, KpacHble, »XeJaTble 3Be3JOYKH YCEAJH KHBYI H3ropofb
KyCcTapHHKa. A Jpyrude 3Be3flouku 3axriucb B Tpase. CymepeuHas
JecHast ri1y6b CBepKaeT, NbllaeT BCEMH KpacKaMH LBETEHHS.

Jlec kpenko © octpo G6JaroyxaeT cBeXeH JHCTBOH, LBeTaMH,
BJIaXKHOH 3eMJiel, IOHBIMH HeXHO-3eJeHbIMH To6eramd. Bce 3BoHue
u Goraue ero MHOrOroJIOChe; TMOTyJ MueJs, XKYXKKaHWe 0C, HU3KHH 3BYK
wIMeJHHOH TpyGBl BJWIMCH B JsecHoH opkectp. Ilepsas mnopa ger-
crBa bem6u...

Bem6u 1wesn 3a matepblo no y3kol Tpomne, npoJieraBlied MeXay Kyc-
tTaMi. JT0 OBIO NpusiTHoe nyteliecTBHe. ['ycras JucTBa, ycrynas Jo-
pory, Msrko KojoTHJaa ero no 6okamM. EMy To M Jeno Mepelluauch
HEOJl0/IMMble nperpajbl, HO Nnperpajbl PYLWHJINCh OT OJHOTO €ro MPUKOC-
HOBEHHS, H OH CMOKOHHO lles faJjblie. TPONHHOK ObLIO He CUeCTb, OHH
BO BCeX HanpaBJIeHHsIX HcuepTHsH Jjec. M Bce oHH OblJIH 3HAKOMBI €ro
matepu. Korma BeM6u ocranoBuJCs THepel HeNpOHHLLAEMOH 3eseHO
CTEHOH »KHMOJIOCTH, MaTh MI'HOBEHHO OTBbICKaJa Jas.

bem6un Tak u ceinan BonpocamMu. OH oueHb JIIOOWJ CIpPALUMBATh.
Jns Hero He Obljio GOJbLIErO YHOBOJIBCTBHMS, YeM 3alaBaTh BOMPOCHI
H BBICAYIIHBAThb OTBeThl MaTepu. bemMOH Ka3asnoch BIIOJIHE €CTECTBEH-
HBIM, YTO BONPOCH BO3HHUKAIOT y Hero Ha Kaxjaom mary. OH BocxHulan-
¢ cobecTBeHHOH J10603HaTeNbHOCTEIO. HO 0C06€HHO BOCXMTHTE/bHBIM
6blJIO TO HeTepreJHBOE HYBCTBO, C KAKHM OH OXHJaJ OTBETa MaTepH.
[lycte OH mnopoii ¥ He Bce mMOHMMaJ, HO TOTAAa OH MOl COpallMBaTh
JaJblie, H 3TO ToXe Oblyo npekpacHo. MlHorna bem6u HapouHo He cnpa-
IIMBaJ JaJjblle, MbITasiCh CBOHMM CHJaMH pasrajaTh HEMOHATHOe,
H 3TO ToXe G6blio npekpacHo. [loguac oH HCNBITHIBaJN YYBCTBO, GYITO
MaTk HapO4YHO 4ero-To HeporosapusaeT. Ml 370 ToXe OHLIO MpeKpacHo,
NOTOMY 4YTO HaMOJIHSJIO ero OILYylIeHHeM TaHHCTBEHHOCTH M Heu3Be-
JIaHHOCTH JKH3HH, UYTO-TO CJaJKO 3aMHpaJo B HeM, TPOH3as BCe €ro
MalleHbKOe CYLLeCTBO CYAaCTJMBBIM CTPaxoM Iepej BeJHYMEM U He-
OXBAaTHOCTBIO MOJAaPEHHOTO €My MHpa.
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Bor cefiuac oH cnpocua:

— Komy npuHapjexut 3ta Tpona, Mmama?

A maTb oTBeTHsA:

— Hawm.

bem6u cnpocui:

— Te6e u mHe?

— Ja.

— Ham o6oum?

— Ja.

— Hawm ognum?

— Her,— orBernna matb.— Ham, osieHsaiM.

— Uro 370 Takoe — oseHu? — cnpocua bem6u, cmesich.

Martb nocmoTpesna Ha CblHA M TOXKeE paccMmesijack:

— Tbl — oneHb, 1 — osieHb, MH — oJieHH. [ToHnmaelp?

Ot cvexa BeMGH MOANpPHIrHYJ BBICOKO B BO3MYX.

— TIlonumato. $ — maJjieHbkuil 0JieHb, Thl — GOJILIUOH  OJiEHb.
[TpaBuabHo?

MarTp KuBHyJa.

— A ecrtpb eille oseHH, Kpome TeGsi U MeHsi? — CTaB Cepbe3HbIM,
cnpocus bem6u.

— Koneuro,— orBeTHna MaTb.— MHOFO-MHOIO OJI€HEH.

— Tae xe onu? — Bockaukuys bemGu.

— 31ech... BCOay.

— Ho s ux He BHXKY!

— Tl MX yBHAMIUD.

— Korga? — OxBauennnit JioGonolTcTBoM, bemMOu 0OCTaHOBMJICSH.

— CKopo,— CNOKOHHO CKa3ajia MaTh M NOLLIa JaJblie.

bem6u nmocnenosas 3a Hell. OH Mosuajs, pasgymbiBasi Hal TeM, YTO
3HAUYHT «CKOPO». SICHO, UTO «CKOPO»— 3TO HE «CeHuacs, 3TO «MOTOM>.
Ho Bear «notom» mMoxkeT GbiTh H «HE CKOpO».

Bapyr on cnpocun:

— A KTo mposIoKHJ 3Ty Tpony?

— Mbl,— oTBeTH/I2 MaTh.

bem6u nocMoTpes yaHBJIEHHO:

— Mui? Tol u a?

Martp orBernaa:

— Hy, Mbl — oJsieny.

Bem6u cnpocun:

— Kakue?

— Mbl BCe,— OTBeTHJ1a MaTh.

W oHM nouin panblie.

Bem6u passecenuncsi. Ou xpabpo mpeirajq B CTOPOHY OT AOPOTH,
HO TYT e BO3BpalllaJjcsi K MaTepH.

Bapyr dro-to 3amypwajo B TpaBe. 3aKadasHCb MaNOPOTHHKH,
TOHKHH, KaK HUTOUKA, rOJIOCOYEK KaJIKo NMPONHiLaJ, 3aTeM BCe CMOJKJIO,
JIMIIb THXO LIENTaJHCh CcTeOeJbKH W TPaBhl, PAaCTPEBOXKEHHBIE UbHM-TO
He3puMblM Oerom. _

ITO XOpeK OXOTHJICH 32 MbIlIbI0. BOT OH MpPOLUMBITHYJ] MHMO HMX,
OCMOTpEJICSl H MPUHAJCH YHUUTOXKATb A0GBIUY...
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— UYr0 310 6BLIO? — BO36YKAEHHO CrpocHa Bem6u.
— Huuero,— ckaszana Mars.

— Ho...— Bem6u npoxan.— §1 xe Buged...
— He 6oiicsi,— cka3ana MaTb.— IJTO BCero-HaBcero Xopek yo6ua
Mbllib.— M oHa noBropusa: — He Goiicsi.

Ho Bem6u Gbln y»KacHO HcIyraH, He3HaKoMoe LieMsillee, KaJkoe
4YyBCTBO NMPOHHUKJO K HEMYy B Cephle.

Jlonro He MOr OH BBIMOJIBUTb CJI0Ba, MOTOM CIPOCHJI:

— 3aueM OH y6HJ MBILIb?

— 3auem?..— Matb Koae6anacb.— [loiineM ckopeii! — nporoso-
puia oHa, 6yATO €dl UYTO-TO BHE3ANHO MPHILIO HA yM.

Ona GwicTpo ycTpemunach Brepel, W bem6u npuumsiock noTpy-
ouTbcs, 4To6 He oTcTaTh OT Martepd. OH CKakall H30 BCeX CHJIEHOK,
a maTb MoJsuana, oHa Kak 6yiaro 3abblia O e€ro Bompoce.

Korna e onu cHoBa mnouiid oGbl4HbIM warom, Bem6u cmpocua
NofaBle€HHO:

— A ™Mbl TOXe Koraa-HuOyAb yObeM Mbillb?

— HeTt,— orBetuna Marh.

— Hukorpa?

— Hukorpa.

— A nouemy Tak? — ¢ oGnerdeHuem cnpocHa Bem6u.

— T[loToMy 4TO MBI HHKOTAa HHKOro He y6HBaeM,— MpPOCTO CKa-
3aja MaTb.

OHu nmpoxoauay MHMO MOJIOJOTO SiCEHsl, KOTRa CBepXy NOC/bILlaJcs
FPOMKHH, 3710H KpuK. Martb CrnokoHHO NpopontXkana nyte, Ho bem6w,
NOJIHBIH HOBOTO J1I06OMNBLITCTBA, OCTaHOBMJCS. BHICOKO B BeTBSIX Hal
JIOXMaTblM THE3I0M CCOPHJINCHL JBa sicTpeba.

— V¥Y6upaiics orcoona, Heroasii! — KpudaJj OJHMH.

— He ouenb-To 3apaBaiica, GonBaH! — oTBedan npyrod.— Mel u
He TakKHMX BHAbIBaJH!

— BoH u3 moero rHe3ga!l — GecHoBasicss nepBbiil.— Pa3sGoiinuk!
51 pasmo3sxy TebGe ronopy! Takas nmomyocte! Takas Hu30CTB!

Hpyroii, 3aMeTHB cTosiltero moj JepeBoM BeM6H, cjeTesl Ha HHX-
HIOIO BETKY H TapKHYJI:

— A re6e uero Hapo, mopaa? ITowen Bow!

bem6u CkakHysl npoub, HarHaj MaTb M TOLIeJ 3a HeH CJeIoM,
NPUTUXIUKMA M HanyraHHbli. MaTb He nojaBsana BHAY, YTO 3aMeTHJa
€ro KOpOTKO€ OTCYyTCTBHE, H uepe3 Hekoropoe Bpems bem6u 3a-
FOBOPHJ CaM:

— Mawma, YTo TaKoe MoJIoCTh?

MarTtp ckasana:

— 51 He 3Hal0.

Bem6u HeMHOro nogymaJ, 3aTeM HayaJ CHOBA:

— Mawma, a noyemy Te ABOE TaK 3JMJIHCh IpYyr Ha jpyra?

Martp orseruna:

— OHHU NoB310pUJH H3-3a eNbl.

bem6u cnpocun:

— A Mbl, 0JleHH, TOXe CCOPHMCS M3-3a efbl?

— Her,— cka3ana martsb.
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— Tlouemy Het?

— TloToMy 4TO TYT HOCTaTOYHO €lbl AJifl BCEX HaC.

Ho bem6u xotenoch elle koe-4TO y3HaTh.

— Mawma...

— Yro Tebe?

— A MBI, oJleHH, 3JIUMCSl KOrAa-HHGYAb ApYr Ha jpyra?

— Her, mManeHbkuii, y Hac, oJieHel, 3TOro He ObIBaer.

Onu wau panbluie. B Kakol-To Mur nepel HUMH pa3Bep3Jjachb LIH-
poKasi cBeTJiasi, cjensille-cBeTsas llesb. TaM KoHYajachb KHBas H3ro-
poIb KycTapHHKa, o6phiBasnach Tpona. Elle HeckoJbko 11arop — M ne-
pel HHUMH BO BCE CTOPOHBI pacrmaxHyJcsl 3ajMThIH COJIHIIEM MpPOCTOP.
bem6u xoTesn mpeIrHYTh BHepef, HO MaTh CTOsJla HEMOABHXKHO.

— UYto 3T0 Takoe? — BOCKJHKHYJ OH HETEepMeJHBO, O4apOBaHHbIH
HOBOH IpeJsiecTbI0 MHpA.

— Tlonsina,— oTBeTHJa MAaTh.

— A yto Takoe nosnsiHa?

— 3T0 Thl CKOpPO CaM YBHAHIIb,— CTPOro CKa3aja MaTb.

Ona craja cepbe3HOHl H HacCTOpoXKeHHOH. BckuHyB rosioBy, OHa
K 4eMy-TO Halpsi’KeHHO MPHCJAYIIKHBanacb H rny6oKO BTATHBAJa HO3[-
pPSIMH BO3AYX.

— Bce cnokoiino,— npou3Hecsa oHa HaKOHELL.

bem6u npeirHys Bnepejn, HO MaTh nperpajusa eMy JOPOry.

— JKnu, korpa s Te6s noso.y.

bem6u nocnyuHo ocTraHoBHJICS.

— Bor Tak,— omo6puna MaTh.— A Tenepb ciayliall MeHsi BHHMa-
TeJbHO.

Bem6u uyscTBOBaN CKpBITOE BOJHEHHE B rojoce marepu. OH Hanpar
BCE CBOE BHHMaHHe.

— OT0 He TaK NPOCTO — HATH HA MOJSHY,— CKa3aja MaTbh.— IJTO
TpyAHoe M omnacHoe geno. He cnpawmmusail moyeMy — Korja-HHOGYAb Thl
M caM y3Haelb. A ceffuac 3anOMHH XODOIUEHbKO, UTO f1 Tebe CKaxy.
O6ewaewn?

— JHa,— orBetusn Bemb6u.

— Tak Bor. Cnepsa s noiiny onHa. Tkl CTOH 37ech M He ChycKa#
¢ meHs raas. Ecau yBuauuib, uto 1 Gery Ha3aj, TO H Thl Gerd mnpoub,
6ern Kak MoXKHO ObicTpee. $1 y»K HOroHIO Te6sl.

Ona 3aMmonuaJjia, 0 4eM-TO JyMasi, 3aTeM MpojoJKaJja I1y6oKuM,
NPOHHKHOBEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

— Bo BcakoM cayuae Gern, Geru H3o Bcex cual. beru... ecnnm gaxe
4TO CayduTcss co Muoif.. Ecam yBuaumwp, uyto f... 4TO A ynana...
He ob6patlail BHUMaHuA. Yto 6bl Tl HH yBHZes, YTO Obl HH ycCJbllIajd,—
npoyb OTCIOAA, HeMeaJseHHO npoub... Obellaews?

— Jla,— ckasaa bem6u THXO.

— A ceiluac MBl moiieM Ha MOJSIHY, crepBa s, notoM To. Te6e
TaM o4eHb NoHpaBurcA. Tel Gynelib urpath, Geratb. ToJbKO o6ella,
YTO NPH NepBOM Ke MoeM 30Be Thl OGyfellb okosno MeHs. Obellaellnb?

— Jla,— cka3an bem6u euie TtHlie — BeAb MaTh TOBOpHJA Tak
cepbe3Ho.

— Koraa Tbl ycabllKHLIb MOH 30B, He TJ1a3ed 10 CTOPOHAM, HH O 4YeM
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He crnpaluuBai, a cpasy, Kak Berep, JeTH Ko MHe. be3 npomepjeHmui,
6e3 pasaymuil. 3anomMuu 31o. Ecan g no6ery, Muuch 3a MHOH U He ocTa-
HaBJIMBAHCsl, TOKa Mbl He OuyTHMcs B 4Yame. Tel He 3abyaeln?

— Her,— orBetun Bem6u ¢ TOCKOii.

— A remepp A noiily,— cKasajla MaTb M [BHHYJacb Brepej.

Ona BhHICTYNajlla MeMJIEHHO, BHICOKO TNoAHHMasi Horu. DBem6u He
cnyckan ¢ Hee rJyas. JIl0GONBITCTBO, CTpax, OXHIaHHE YEro-To He-
o6bluaiiHoro Goposnuch B ero aywe. OH BHAe], KaK MaTh CTOPOXKKO
NPUCJIYyUIMBAeTCA, BHAEN, KaK Hamnpsi>KeHo ee Tejo, M caM Hamnpsircs,
roToBuiil B NI06YI0 ceKyHLY GpocuTbcsl HayTeK. Ho BOT MaTh BBITAIHYyJa
uiefo, yJOBJETBOPEHHO OCMOTpeJach H KpHKHYyJa:

— Hnau crona!

Bem6u npeiruyn Bnepen. OrpomMHasi pajocTb, OXBaTHBILAsl €ro
¢ Bosilue6GHOH CcHJIOH, mporHana crpax. B yauo6e oH BHAen JHIUb 3e-
JIeHBIH CBOJ JIMCTBBI, CKBO3HBIUHil Koe-rie rofy6bIMH KpanuHaMHu Heba.
A ceflyac eMy OTKpBLIach BCA HEOXBAaTHAasi rofy6H3Ha HeGECHOTO CBO-
[a, H OH uyBCTBOBaJ ce6s1 CYACT/IMBBIM, caM He Befas nouyemy. B necy
OH TMOYTH He 3HaJ cojHLa. OH AyMaJ, UTO COJIHIE — 3TO IUHPOKHE IO0-
JIOCHl CBeTa, CKOJIb3sllllMe M0 CTBOJaM JepeBbeB, Ja pelkHe OJHKH
B JHcTBe. A cefiuac OH CTOS B OCJENHTEJbHOM CHSIHHH, B 6JIAarOCTHOM
lapcTee Temja M CBeTa; UYyjAecHas BJacTHas CHJa 3akpeiBajla emy
ryiasa M OTKphIBaja cepile.

Bem6u 6eln1 nmotpsicen, onbsiHeH, onypmaHeH. OH MoOANpLITHMBaN Ha
MecTe — JBa, TPH, YeThipe, NfATb, IIECTb... AeCATh pa3. ITO Henanoch
IOMUMO €ro BOJIM, OH M He Mpbiraj Aaxe — ero nogbépaceiBano B BO3-
ayx. Ero 1oHble 4sleHbl Tak HanmpsirajJHch, €ro rpyfab Abllaja TaK MOJHO
H ry6oKO apoOMaTHBIM, NPSIHBIM BO3AYXOM IOJISIHBl, YTO €ro BO3HO-
‘CHJIO KBEpXY.

Benr Bem6u 6bl1 peGeHkoM. Byab oH CBIHOM uesioBedeCKHM, OH Obl
TPOMKO KpHuasn oT cuacTbl. Ho oH 6bl1 OJieHEHKOM, a OJleHsTaM He-
JIOCTYMTHO BBIpa’K€HHe pafoCTH Ha 4yesoBeueckHH san. bem6u nmkosan
N0-CBOEMY.

Marb Buaena ero GecrioMollHble, CMELIHbBIe MPBIKKH H BCE NTOHHMaJa.
BemM6u 3Haj JHlIb Yy3KHE OJIEHbH TpPOMNbl, B KOPOTKHH BEK CBOEro
CYLIeCTBOBaHHS OH CBBIKCSl C TECHOTOH 4alllo6bl, OH HE BeJaJl, YTO TaKoe
NPOCTOP H KakK MM I0Jb30BaThCS.

OHa HakJ/IOHH/Ia TOJIOBY H CTPEMHTeJNbHO KHHyJach Bnepel. bemGu
3acMesiyicsl, a uepe3 CEeKyHAY M caM NpHIYCTHJ 3a Hel CJeloM, A2 Tak,
YTO BBICOKHE TpaBbl TPOMKO 3allypuianu. 1o Hcnyrajlo bemo6y,
OH OCTAHOBWJICS, HE 3Hasi, Kak eMy mnocTynutb. M TyT, compoBox-
gaemasi TeM e CTPaHHBIM LUeJeCTOM, KPYNHBIMH MPbIXKKaMH MPHGJIH-
3uJ1achb K HEMYy MaTb, CO CMEXOM MpPHIHyJach, KPHKHyJa:

— A wuy, uin Mensi! — u BMHT Hcuesna. .

Bem6u 6bin o3apaueH. Yto Gl 3T0 Morjo o3HauaTb? Kyna nesa-
saack Math? Ho BOT OHa nokasanacb CHOBa, ObICTPO NMPOHEC/]ACh MHMO,
TKHyJla €ero Ha 6ery HOCOM M KpHKHyJa:

— A uy, nofiMa#t meHs!

bBem6u 6pocuscss 3a Heit. Jlpa, Tpu wara... Ho 370 He wary, 310
JierKue, mnapsiiive Cckauyku. Ero Hecsio Hall 3emJjeH, oH Obll OXBadeH
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BOJIHYIOUIMM oilyllleHdeM noJera. JIMlb Ha KPaTKHH MHT KacaJjcsi OH
3eMJIH H CHOBA YHOCHJICSl B MPOCTPAHCTBO. PocJiple TpaBsbl LiesecTesH
y caMblX ero yueH, TO MSFKO H JIaCKOBO, TO HIEJKOBHCTO-YNPyro
OXJIECTbIBA/IH OHH ero crpemsileecsi siepen teso. OH Muanca 6e3 LesH
M HamnpaBJieHHs,, KHAAJCs M3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, a 3aTeM OMNAThb
ONMHUCHIBAJl KPYrM B CJaAOCTHO-IypMaHHOM foJseTe. Martb caeauna
3a HHM, 3aTauB JblXaHHeE.

bem6u camo3abBeHHO pe3Buscsi. BrpoueMm, 3T0 TpoAOJKaNOCh
He TaK yX Joaro. BBICOKHM, TpauMO3HBIM LIaroM npuGAH3UICH OH
K MaTepH W 3ar/sHyJ ed B riasa BJa)KHbBIM OT cHacTbsl B30poM. Temepb
OHH CTaJIH MPOryJiHBaThbCA HETOPOMJIHBO, 60K O OOK.

Jo cux nop Bem6u BocmpuHHMaN NpocTop, cojHLe, He60 Kak Obl
TeJIeCHO; €My TpeJsio CIHHKY, €My Jierko ¥ CBOOGOAHO JBIlIAJOCh, OH
HCObITaJd PafocTb CBOGOJHOrO, HHUYEM He OrpaHHYEHHOTO JABHXKEHHS,
HO JIHWIb Ha KPAaTKHH MHT ero ocJiefJieHHoMY B3TJIsly OTKphblIach Mep-
napowas rony6usHa He6a. A ceiluac OH BnepBble Hac/aX<aajcsi Bcei
NONHOTOH BuAeHHA. Ha KaXXaoM 1ary ero BOCXHIUEHHOMY H XKaJHOMY
B3[VIAY OTKPBIBAJHCh BCE HOBBHIE UyJeca MOJSIHBL.

3peck coBceM He OblJIO MOTalHBIX YroNKOB, KakK B TIiyOuHe Jeca.
Kaxpaoe Mecreuko mnpocMmMaTpHBajoch A0 TMOCJefHero crebesbka, M0
camoil KpOLIeUHOH TPaBHHKH, W TaK MaHWJO [OBaJATbCHA, [OHe-
KHTbCS B 3TOH uyaHOH 6naroyxaHHoil msirkoctu! 3eseHblil mpocTop
6bl1 ycesiH GeslbIMH 3Be3J0YKAaMM MaprapHTOK, TOJCTEHbKHMH TOJIOB-
KaMH (HOJeTOBOH M pPO30BOH KallKH, 30JOTHIMH CBeYKaMH JIbBHHOIO
3eBa.

— CwmotpH, wmama! — Bock/IHKHy1 Dbem6u.— llBetouek noJeren!

— 3JTo He LBETOK,— CKa3aja MaTb.— IJT0 6abouka.

BemM61 H3yMJIeHHO CMOTpes Ha MOTBLIbKA, KOTOPBIH TO KpPYXKHJICH
B foJeTe, TO NpHCca)KHBaJjcsl Ha crebesnek, TO BHOBb B3MbIBaj BBLICh.
Tenepr Bem6K Bupen, YTO MHOXKECTBO TaKHX K€ MOTBUIbKOB KpY-
XKHTCSl HaJ NOJSHOH, CTPEMHTENBHO H BMeCTe IJIaBHO OMYyCKascCh Ha
o6060BaHHbIi cTeb6esek. OHH ¥ B caMOM JeJie HaloOMHHAJIH JeTalollHe
UBETHl, Becejble I[BeTbl, MOKHHYBIUHE CBOH JOKYYHO HEMOJBHXHbIE
cTe6JsiH, YTOGbl HEMHOrO NOTaHLEeBaTb. A ellle OHM Ka3ajUCh LBETaMH,
CTyCTHBUIHMHCA ¢ cosHua. UyxkakH Ha 3eMmJje, OHH 6Ge3 ycTajau HILYT
NPUCTaHUILE, HO BCe JydlldHe cTeGIM 3aHATHl 3€MHBIMHM LBETaMH; UM
HHUEro He OCTaeTcsl, KaK NMPOAOJKaTb CBOH TLIETHBIH MOMCK...

bem6u xortesoch paccmorpers 6aGouky BOMH3M MM XOTsl OBl NpO-
CNeJUTb MoJieT OAHOH 6a60YKH, HO OHM MeJbKaJu TakK OBICTPO, 4TO
KPYyXKHJ1ach rosioBa.

Korga B3rnsg ero cHoBa ofpaTHiic K 3eMJie, OH 3aMeTHJ, 4TO
Ka)Xbli ero 1uar MoJbIMaeT W3 TPaBbl TblC5iUH KPOLUEYHBIX MPOBOP-
HBIX cymiecTB. OHu Gpbl3rajii BO BCE CTOPOHBl MEJKHM 3eJIeHbIM [0XK-
JHKOM W, JHIUb Ha KpPaTKUH MHr OGHapy»KHMB CBOE CYLIEeCTEOBaHHE,
BHOBb TIOTJIOWLAJIHCh 3eJIEHBIM TMOKPOBOM 3€MJIH.

— UYro 3T0 Takoe, mama? — cnpocua bemOu.

— Tak... Beikasi Menoyb,— OTBET:ljii MATb.

— Her, Tl nocmorpu! — Bckpuuan bBem6u.— TpaBuHKa, a mpbl-
raer!.. M Kak BeiCOKO mnpbiraer!
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— Kakas ke 3To TpaBuHKa? — CKa3aJja MaTb.— IDTO CaMblil Ha-
CTOSILUUE Ky3HEUHK.

— 3aueM xe OH Tak npeiraer? — crnpocus Bem6u.

— Mgl BCYTHYJH ero.

— O! — DBem6u noBepHyJicsl K Ky3HEUHKY, yCeBlIeMyCsl Ha crebesb
mapraputkid.— O! Bbl HanmpacHo nyraerech, Mbl He cejlaeM BaM HH-
uero nJaoxoro,— ckasan Bem6H BexJHBO.

— $1 He M3 MyrJUBBIX,— CKPUMY4YHM TOJOCOM OTBETHJT KYy3HEUHK.—
5l TonbKO B mMepBBIi MOMEHT HeMHOro Hcmyragcsl. OT HeOXHIaHHOCTH.
$1 pasroBapuBaJ/l C XXEHOM...

— HW3BunuTe, Noxanyiicra,— ckasan bem6u oropueHHo.— Mbl Bam
noMellaJu...

— He 6ena,— npockpunen ky3Heunk.— Pa3 310 Bbl — He OGena.
Ho Beap HHKOrpa He 3Haewb 3apaHee, Kro uper. [lpuxoautcs
OBITH Haueky.

— Bupaure nau,— noseputenpHo Hayan DBem6u,— 1 nepBwii pas
B KHM3HM fonaJj Ha noJjsiHy. Mos Marb...

Ky3HeuHK KampH3HO CKJIOHHJ TOJIOBY, HAXMYPHJCS M MPOCKpPHIEJ:

— 3Haere, MeHsl 3TO HHCKOJIbKO HEe HHTEpecyeT. ¥ MeHsl HET BPeMeHH
BHIC/YWINBAaTL G6OJTOBHIO. MeHnsi xkpaer xena. Xom!..— WM on wucues.

— Xon! — nosropus  Bem6u,  olIeNOMJEHHBIH  H3YMHTEJIBHBIM
NPLIKKOM Ky3HEUHKa.

On nopbexxan K marepu:

— 3Haellb... 1 TOBOPUJI C HUM!

— C kem?

— C ky3HeunkoM. OH ouenb npuseryushii. 1 MHe OoH ToXe noHpa-
BuJcsa. OH TakoH 3esleHblH, a NOTOM BAPYr CTajJ COBCEM INPO3payHbIM,
npo3payHell caMOro TOHEHbKOTO JIHCTA.

— 3IT0 Kpblibsi,— CKa3asia MaTb.— OH BbIMYCTHJ KPbLIbS.

— J1a? — Bem6u mnponoJiKaja cBOH paccka3.— Y Hero Takoe Cepb-
e3Hoe, 3aaymuuBoe Jauno. M ouenb Mmusoe. A kak oH npeiraer! Ha-
BEPHO, 3TO yKacHo TpyaHo. Cka3an «xom» M cpasy nponais.

Onn nouwsn padbiue. Becena ¢ Ky3HeuMKoM pa3BoJIHOBala M He-
MHOro yroMuna Bem6u — Beap OH HHKOrAa ellle He 6eceqoBas C IMOC-
TOpoHHHMU. OH MOYYyBCTBOBAJ, 4TO [OJI)KEH MOAKPENHUTb CBOH CHJIBL,
H MOTSAHYJICSI K MaTepH.

Korga oH BHOBb CTOS1 CNOKOHHO B HEXXHOM AypMaHe TOr'O JIErKoro
ONbSIHEHHSl, KaKoe BCerja HCHBITHIBAJ, HACBITHBIUHCh H3 TeJla MaTepH,
OH MPHUMETHJ B IUIETEHHH TPABMHOK CBETJbIH, MOJBHXHBIA LBETOK.
Her, 3T0 He uBeToKk, 3TO onfiTh 6abGouka. Bem6u noakpancsa OGJuxke.

MoTbliek JIeHMBO MOBHC Ha cTebenbke H THXOHBKO JBHIaJ
KPBIJIBILIKAMH.

— TMoxanyiicra, nocuaurte BoT Tak! — nonpocun bem6u.

— Tlouemy da posxken cupers? $1 ke 6abouka! — yaAMBJIEHHO
0TO3BaJICs MOTBLIEK.

— AX, nocuaute XOTb OAHY MHHYTOUKYy! — ymonsan bem6u.—
Mue Tak xoresoch yBujeTb Bac BOsu3H. OKaxKuTe MHIOCTB!..

— Hy, ecnu BBl Tak npocuTe,— CHHCXOAMTEJNBHO CKa3asa OeJisiH-
Ka.— ToJibKO HefoJITOo.
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— Kak Bwo mnpekpacubl! — Bocroprancss bBem6u.— Bbl npekpacHsl,
Kak LBeTOK!

— UYro? — ba6ouka 3axjonana KpbubllikaMu.— Kak userTok?
B HalleM Kpyry NpHHATO CUHTaTh, YTO MBI KpacHBee LBETOB.

bem6u cmytuacs.

— KoneuHo...—— npo6opmoran oH.— Kyna kpacuBee. M3Bunure,
noxagayiicra... $I TonbpKo XoTes CKa3aTk...

— MHe coBeplueHHO 6e3pa3/MYHO, YTO BBl XOTEJH CKa3aTb,—
obopBas ero MOThIJIEK.

- OH kokernmBO H3ru6an CBOE XHJOe Telblle, H3SAIHO [BHral
YCHKaMH.

— Kak Bbl npenectHel! — Bocxuilancss bBem6u.— Uto 3a uyno
3TH OeJsible Kpblabs!

MoTblIeK pacnpaBH/ KPBUIBILIKH, 3aTéM IUIOTHO CJOXHJ HX Ia-
pycom.

— O! — Bockauknya Bem6u.— Tenepb 51 BHXKY: Bbl Kyla KpacHBee
go6oro nBetka! K ToMy ke BBl ellle MOKeTe JieTaTb, a LBETHl HE MO-
ryt. Beap OHH npHBSI3aHBI K OJHOMY MeCTY.

— XBaTHT,— CKa3al MOThleK.— $ JefCTBHTEJNBHO MOTYy JeTaTh.

OH Tak Jerko BCNOPXHyJ, 4Yto DemMOM He yJOBHJI MOMeHTa
B3Jleta. MoThlJleK MJaBHO M rPalHO3HO B3MaxHBaJ OeJNbIMH KPBLIbILI-
KaMH M BOT yXe NapHJl B CHSIHHH COJIHEUHOTro Jyya.

— Tonepko no Bauleil npocb6Ge NMpocHaen s Tak AOJITO Ha OJHOM
MecTe,— CKa3aJl OH, mopxasi BoKpyr bBem6u,— HO Ternepp s yjeralo.

M Bce 310 GBIIO MONAHOM...

B rny6rHe neca XopoHHJOCh yGexxHlle, NMpHHaAJeXxallee MaTepu
BemM6u. Manenbkan XHXKHHA, HACTOJbKO TecHasi, uTo beM6u u ero
MaTepH ellBa XBaTaJlo MeCTa, HAaCTOJbKO HH3eHbKas, UTO, KOrjga MarTb
crosisia, roJjioBa ee ymnupajach B BeTBH, o6pasywoluue NoToJ0K. Bcero
B HECKOJIbKHMX Iarax OT XHXKHHBI MPOXOAMJA OJIEHbSl TPONa, M BCE XKe
XMKHHY OBLIO OYeHb TPYIHO, MOYTH HEBO3MOXKHO 0OHapyXHuTb. Hamo
OblIO 3HaTh OCOOYIO NMPHMETY, CKPHITYIO B KyCTapHHKE...

['ycroe nsereHne opellHHKa, OosipbilUHHKA M Oy3HHB JIHLIAJO
XMXKHHY JlaxKe TOr0 CKYJHOTO CBeTa, KOTOPBIH MPOHHKAJ B JieC CKBO3b
KPOHbl JlepeBbeB; HHM OAHMH JIYYHK COJIHLlA HE JOCTHraJl TPaBsHOTO MoJa
XMKHHBI. 3JeCb, B 3TOH XH)XKHMHe, TOSIBHJCA Ha cBeT DbeM6u, 3pech
€My MpeACTOsJIO KHTh. :

Cefivac ycranas MaTh Kpenko cnasna. bem6u Toxe OblJo 3ampe-
MaJi, HO BAPYT MPOCHYJCS, MOJIHBIH CBEXMX XKH3HEHHbIX CHJI1. OH BCKO-
YMJI Ha HOTH M orasiiencs. XuknHa Obljla MOrpy>KeHa B TeHb, H MOXHO
6blJ10 MOAYMaTh, YTO y2Ke HACTYIHJIH CyMepKH. Jlec HEerpoMKo lileJiecTed.
[To-npexHeMy cabliuancd ciaabblii MHCK CHHHLBI, MOPOH BBICOKHH XO-
XOTOK JATJ1a MJM PaJOCTHBIH KPHK BOPOHBL. HO BCe 3TH 3BYKH TOHYJH
B GOJbIIOH THLIHHE, 0ObsABIUEH NoJaHeBHBIH MHD. Ecin XKe XopolieHb-
KO MPHCAYLIATbCl, TO MOXKHO OblJIO yJIOBHTb, KAK B pacKaJleHHOM 3HO€
KHIIUT BO3AyX. McToMHas ayxora HamoJiHsia XHXKHHY.

BeM61 HaknOHHJICS K MaTepH:
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— Tbl cnumwe?

Her, MaTth yXe He cnana. OHa mnpocHy/Jach B TOT CaMblii MM,
korja bemM6u BCKOYHMJ Ha HOTH.

— A urto MBI cefiuac 6yaem aenath? — crpocua bBem6H.

— Huuero,— orsetrusna Matb.— HaM Heuero genatb. JI0XKHCh cniaTh.

Ho cnate bem6u coBceM He XOTesoCh.

— Tloiipe-om,— 3aBen oH.— [lofigem Ha monsiHy.

Marte nogHssa rososy:

— Ha nonany? Cefiuac... Ha nossaHy?

Crpax, 3ByyaBlllHii B ee rosoce, nepenajcsi bem6u.

— PasBe cefiuac Henb3sl Ha TNOJNAHY? — CIPOCHJI OH POGKO.

— Her! — pe3ko u TBepmo npossydas orBer.— Her, cefiuac sro
HEeBO3MOKHO.

— Tlouemy? — Bem6u uyyBcTBOBaJ, YTO 33 3TUM CKPBIBA€TCS YTO-TO
TaHHCTBEHHOe U rpo3Hoe. Ho BMecTe CO CTpaxoM poCJO B HeM XKesa-
HHE 3HaTb BCe, N0 caMoro KoHua.— [foueMy MBI He MoxKeM MOHTH
Ha TMOJsHY?

— TBl BCe y3Haellb, KOrja MoJApacTellb.

— A 7 xouy ceiluac,— He orcraBaj bem6u.

— B cBoe BpeMs TH y3Haellb,— NOBTOpHJA MaTbh.— THl elle Ma-
JIeHbKHH, a C JeTbMH He TrOBOPAT O Takux Bellax. Ce#uac... Ha mno-
asny!.. Kak MoxHO aymaTb 06 stom?.. Cpeab Gena AHS...

— Ho Beap MBI yXe O6bUIM Ha moJisiHe,— Bo3pa3ui bBem6u.

— 3To coBceM Jpyroe JeJjo,— cKa3aja MaTb.— Mbl OblH paH-
HHUM YTpPOM. .

— Pa3Be TONBKO paHHEM YyTPOM MOXKHO XOAHTb Ha TOJSAHY?

Bem6u 6bl1 o4eHb JMIOGONMBITEH, HO TepreHHE He H3MEHSJO MaTepH.

— [la, paHHUM yTPOM, HJIH MO3JHO BeYepoM, HJIH HOYbIO.

— U unukorpa puem? Hwukorpa?..

MaTte Kosnebanachb.

— DeniBaer, uTo HekoTOpEIE M3 HAac XOASIT Tylda M JHEM,— CKa3a-
Jla oHa HakoHel.— Ho 51 He Mory TeGe Bcero 0OGbsICHHTDb, Thl CJHILKOM
MaJ... Te, KTo XOAMT TyZaa, mnoasepraioT ce6Gsl BeJHKOH OMaCHOCTH.

— A YTO 3HAUYHUT «BEJHKas OMaCHOCTb»?

Bem6u G6bll OveHb ympsiM, KOraa ero 4rto-JHO60 HHTepecoBaJo.

— Bor Tenepp TH BHAHIUB caM, 4TO TeGe 3TOr0 He [OHATb,—
YKJOHHJIaCh MaTb OT OTBETA.

bem6u kasanoch, uto OH Mor Obl BCce mNOHATH, ecjd 6 MaTb 3a-
xoTesa eMy OODBSICHHTE Kak ciaenyer. Ho oH 3amonuan.

— Mpml Bce J106MM OeHb,— NpoOfoJXKana MaTbh,— OCOGEHHO B JeT-
crBe. M Bce Xe mHeM MBI NOJXKHB 3aTaWBaTbCsl. TOJBKO C Beuepa
0 yTpa MOXKeM Mbl cBO6OAHO rynaTh. [loHHMaelib?

— Ja...

— Bor nortomy-to, auTs Moe, MBI M JOJIKHBl OCTaBaThCHl AOMA.
3nech Mbl B 6€30MaCHOCTH... A Temept JIOXKHUCh CHATh.

Ho Bem6u HHKak He MOr YyrOMOHHTbCS.

— Tlouemy 3gech Mbl B 6€30MaCHOCTH? — CIIPOCHJ OH.

— TlotToMy uTo Hac oXpaHSIIOT KYCTHl, BaJjleXXHHK H cTaphle, MpoLi-
JIOTOJIHHE JIUCThSl, MMOTOMY YTO B BbILUIMHE HECeT CBOH 030D JacToyKa.
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Bce oM Hamu Apy3psi, B OCOGEHHOCTH CTapble, CyXHe JHCTbSl, YCTH-
Japlihe 3emio. HyKoH MoOXKeT MOAKpPacTbCsl, HE NOTPEBOXKHB KyCTap-
HHKa, He XPYCTHYB CyYKOM BaJleXXHHKa, OH MoOxeT oOMaHyTb Aaxe
30pKHH r/1a3 JacTOYKH, HO €My He O0OMaHyTb CTapylo, MOXYyXJyl, Bs-
JIYI0O M YyTKyl0 NPOLIIOrOAHIOI JHCTBY. OHa TYT Ke NOAAcT HaM 3HaK
CYXMM M TPOMKHM LIOpOXoM. KM Mbl 3ajoiro ysHaeM o mnpHOJHKe-
HHH 4yXKaka.

— A YTO TaKoOe «NPOLJOrOAHSIsA JHCTBa»? — ocBegoMuyics bemo6u.

— Tloau cape nmonpse MeHsi,— ckasana Math.— I pacckaxy Tebe.

bem6u mnocaywno ycencs psiioM ¢ MaTepbio, W Ta Hadaja CBOH
paccka3. Oka3biBaeTcsl, JlepeBbsi He BCEr/la 3eJleHelOT H COJIHILE He BCerja
JeeT ¢ He6a cpoe 1uejpoe Temo. Hacrymaer nopa, Koraa coJiHeYHBIH
cBeT cnabeet M XOJIOA OKyThIBaeT 3eMJio. Toraa JUCTbSl TepsIOT CBOIO
CBEXYIO 3eJIeHYI0 OKpacKy, XKeJTelOT, KpacHelT, 6ypeioT U MelJeHHO
onagaoT. M sjuinuBlKecs cBoero Hapsifa JepeBbsi, CJOBHO 2KaJjKHe
HULIKE, NPOCTHpAalOT K HeOy rojble, 0606paHHbie BerBH. Onasllias
JIUCTBA YCTHJI@eT 3eMJI0 M MPOMKO IUYPIIUT MPH KaXAOM NPHKOCHOBe-
uuu. [lonpo6yii-ka moakpacTbes He3aMmedeHHbIM! O, 3TH RoGphie Cy-
XHe JIMCThst — ycephaHble u HeychinHble crpaxku! Jlaxke cefiuac, cpelu
JleTa, CXOPOHHMBIIMCH MOJ CBeXeil TpaBoi, HeCYyT OHM CBOI BepHYIO
cayxo0y...

Bem6u npuxaJsca K Martepd, OoH 3a6bi1 o mnonsiHe. Korma marthb
KOHYMJIa pacCKa3biBaTb, OH ray6Goko 3anyMaJicsi. B Hem mpo6yaunack
M060Bb K MHJBIM CTAPBIM JIHCTbSIM, TaK MPHJEXKHO TBOPALLIHUM CBOIO
po6pyo paboTy, HECMOTPSt Ha TO, YTO OHH YBSJIM M JAaBHO YTpPaTHJH
Temo XU3HH. HO 4TO XKe Takoe, B KOHIle KOHLOB, «ONacHOCTb», O KO-
TOpPOH NOCTOSTHHO TBepAHT Mate? Pasaympe yromuno ero. Kpyrom
6BLITO THXO, JIMIIb CHAPYKH NIPUIJYLIEHHO KUMeJs Ha XKape Bo3ayx. 1 Bewm-
61 ycHyJI.

Oznnaxnasl BedepoM bemOGu BHOBb NpHUIeA ¢ MaTepbid Ha MOJSAHY.
Ox aymads, 4TO 3HaeT MOJSIHY BAOJb M MOMepeK, UTO OH BHAEJ] TaM Bce,
4TO MOXKHO YBHIETb, CJBILIAJ BCe, YTO MOXHO ycaweimarh. Ho okasa-
Jlock, MUp Kyla Goraye u pasHoo6Gpa3Hee, HexeJsil OH cebGe nmpeacTaBJsil.

BHauane Bce 6blno,Tak e, Kak H B nepsbiii pa3. OH gosaro urpan
C MaTepblo B BECeJYIO Hrpy «JoroHsuiky». O camMo03aGBEHHO HOCHJICH
10 TMOJIiHE, XMeJbHOH OT BO3JyXa, NMpocTopa M HeGecHOH rojyGH3HHL,
KaK BJPYr 3aMeTHJl, YTO MaTb OCTaHOBHJacb. beM6u 3aTOpMO3HJ TakK
KPYTO, YTO BCe ero 4eThipe HOTH pa3bexaJiCb B Pa3Hble CTOPOHBI,
H eMy NpHUUIOCH BBICOKO NOANPHLITHYTb, 4YTOOb CHOBa co6paTbh HX
noa co6o#.

Cyns no BceMy, mMaTbh € KeM-TO pa3roBapHBaJsa, HO BbICOKHE Tpa-
Bbl CKpbiBajJu ee cobecenHHka. bem6u nopouwen 6nuxe. Pagom ¢ ma-
TEpPbl0 B MeTesJKaX TPaBbl LUEBEJHJINCh JBa yXa, [Ba GOJbIIHX Cepo-
KOpPHUHEBBIX, Pa3pUCOBAHHBIX YePHBIMH MOJIOCKaMH yxa. BeM6u HHKoraa
He BHJEJ] TakKHX ylledl u HeMHoro opoGeJs, HO MaTb CcKa3aja:

— Han ciopa. 1o naw ppyr 3asau. [lopoitan, He GoHca u nak
Ha ce6sl MOCMOTPETh.
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Bem6u He 3acraBusn cebsi mpocuTh ABaxabl. OH 1iarHyJ Brnepen
H TYT XKe yBulleJ 3aiua. Ero 6osbliye, noxoXue Ha JOXKKH YLIH TO BCKH-
IBIBaJMCb KBEpXy, TO BAPYT mnajand, KakK OGyATO OT BHe3amHOro Mpu-
cTtyna cjaabocTtu.

Bem6u cmyTunmn yco 3aiina, Topualiye BO BCe CTOPOHBI BOKPYT Ma-
JIEHbKOTO pTa MPsSIMBIMH, AJHHHBIMH cTpejamd. Ho 3To He nomeluaJo
€My 3aMeTHTb, YTO JIMLO y 3aifilla CHMMaTHYHOe, C XOPOIUUM, OTKPLITHIM
BblpaKkeHHeM M [JIAAMT OH Ha MHP [ABYMsl OJIeCTSIUHMH KpYIJIBIMH
ria3amMd. Her, B ApyKeso6un 3alila HEBO3MOXXHO ObLJIO YCOMHHTBCS.

— Jo6pulii Beuep, MOJOAOH YesJOBEK,— MPHUBETCTBOBAJ ero 3asii
C M3bICKaHHOH JI06€3HOCTBHIO.

bem6y Tonbko kuBHyJM: «[loGpwit Beuep». OH M caM He 3HaJ, mo-
YeMy OH OrpaHHUHMJIC KUBKOM — OY€Hb NPHBETIHUBHIM, OUYE€Hb YYTHBbLIM,
HO BCe X€ YYTOUKY CHHUCXOAHTeNbHbiM. JloyKHO OBbITB, 3TO OblLIO
y HEro BPOJXIEHHOE.

— Uro 3a npesecTHHH IOHBIE NpHHI! — cKasaJg 3asil.

On pasrasabiBan Bem6u, cTaBsi TOPYKOM TO OZHO yXO, TO Hpyroe,
Nopo#l BCKHUABIBasSE HX OJHOBPEMEHHO, NOPOH OeCCHJbHO pOHss. ITa
MaHepa He mnoHpaBHJacb bem6u, B Hed O6blIO UYTO-TO HapoO4HTOe.

A 3asn Bce paccmaTpuBas BeM6M GOJIbIIMMH KPYIVIBIMH IJ1a3aMH.
Ilpn 3TOM ero HOC ¥ POT C BeJHKOAENHBIMH Yycamu OGecnpecTaHHO
IBHrajJuch, 6YyATO OH MpeBO3MOraJ »XeJaHHe UHUXHYTb. BeM6Gu pac-
cmestsics. Tordac 3acmesticd W 3asill, JHIb FJa3a eFo OCTaBaJsUCh
3ayMUHBbLIMH.

— TlosnpaBnsao Bac,— cka3al OH MarepH,— OT BCero cepala
No3ApasJsiio ¢ TakuM cbiHoM. [Jla, na, na, 3TO KHCTHHHBIE MpPHHL...
ja, Aa, Aa, HHaue €ro He Ha30Bellb...

3asll BHIOPAMMWICA M, K HeMmaJoMmy ynumjenuio BemGu, yceacs
Ha 3aaHMe HorH. IlocTaBHB ymu TOpuUMsi, OH BHHMaTelbHO NpHCylLa-
csl, 3aTeM onpo6oBaJj BO3JyX CBOMM MOJBHXXHBIM HOCOM H CHOB@ YHHHO
OMYyCTHJICt HA BCe YeTblpe HOTH.

— Moe nouTenne NOCTOMHBIM rOCMOJaM,— CKasaJj 3asfl.— ¥ MeHsl
CcTONbKO Jen ceronHsi Bedepom! IlokopHeHile npolly M3BHHHTbh MEHSs.

OH noBepHyJiCst W NOCKaKaJ HpoYb, TECHO MpPHXKAaB YIUH, AOCTHraB-
uide eMy JO CepPelHHBI CIHHbIL.

— Jlo cBupanba!l — KpHKHys emy BHOToHKY bem6u.

Martp ynbiGHyaach.

— Cnasubiil 3asul.. Takolt Muabliil 0 ckpomHbli. Emy ToXxe Heslerko
JKMBETCA Ha cBete.— B ee csioBax yyBcTBOBajach ryyfokasi CHMIaTHSA.

[Toka matb o6enana, Bem6Gu noues HemHoro mo6poautb. OH pac-
CUMTHIBAJ BCTPETHTb KOro-jub0 M3 CTapblX 3HAKOMBIX M 3aBsi3aTh HO-
Bble 3HakoMcTBa. He To 4ToGbl OH B 3TOM OCOOEHHO HyXXJaJcs, HO eMy
ApUATHO OblIO caMoe YYBCTBO OXHMJaHHA. BApyr mo ero cayxa jaoJe-
TeJl KakOH-TO LIOPOX M CJOBHO Obl HerpoMkui Ttomor. OH NpUCMOT-
peacsi. Bhaneke, Ha onyllke Jeca, YTO-TO MPOMEJbKHYJO B TpaBe.
Kakoe-To cylulecTBo... 3a HHM BTopoe. Dbem6u ObICTPO OIJISAHYJICS
Ha maTb. Ho Ta, HHYyTb He TpeBOXKacb, Ny6OKO MoOrpysusia roJiOBY
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B TpaBy. A HeH3BEeCTHblE CYIleCcTBa Geraju no Kpyry, TOUb-B-TOUb Kak
npopesbiBas 310 caMm BemOH. OH 6bl1 03ajlaueH H HEBOJILHO IOAAJCSH
Hasaj, CJOBHO HaMepeBasiChb IyCTHTbCA HayTeK. Matb 3aMeTHsa
€ro BOJIHEHHE W MOAHSAJA TOJIOBY.

— Yo ¢ T060i? — KPHKHYJIa OHa.

Ho bBeM6u suuimiacs papa peud, OH MOT TOJNBKO MpOJeneTaTh:

— Tawm... Tam...

Martp npocsenuna 3a ero B3TJISAAOM.

— Ax, BoT oHO uto! JTo Mosi KysuHa' duHa. Hy koHeuHo e,
y Hee TOXe MaJleHbKHUH... HeT, LeJblX ABoe.— MaTb ropopusia BeceJo,
HO BApPYr nocepbesHesna: — Hano xe! ¥ Ouubl aBoiiua... B camom
Jlesie 1BOHHS.

Bem6u rasinen Bo Bce raasa. Ha nossine y onyuwiku OH OGHapy»XHJl
CYLLECTBO, OuUeHb Moxoxee Ha ero mMaTb. CTpaHHO, YTO OH €ro paHblile
He MpHMETHJ. A B TpaBe KTO-TO MO-NpPEXHEMY BbIMKCHIBAJd KDPYTH, HO
HHYero He GbIJIO BHAHO, KPOME LBYX PbIXKEHbKHX CMHHOK, ABYX KpPacHO-
BAaTbIX TOHEHbKHX MOJIOCOK...

— MHWpeM,— ckazana matb.— Bor HakoHell moixopsiulasi Ajasi Te6s
KOMTaHHS.

BemM6u oxoTHo 6Bl mo6exkaJs, HO MaTb BbLICTyMaJjia MeJJIEHHO, NpH
KajX/IoM 1llare oCMaTPUBasiCb N0 CTOPOHAM, H €My MPHILJIOCh CAEePXKaTb
war. OH Obl1 OYeHb HENOBOJIEH, OH MPOCTO H3HHLIBAJ OT HETEPIeHHS
H J1060NbITCTBA.

Martb paccyxnana Bcayx:

— $ 6blna yBepena, uto Mbl BCTpeTHM TeTio DHHY. «[1e ouna mpo-
nagaer?» — nyMajia s. KoHeuHo, s 3Hasja, 4TO y Hee TOXe peGEeHOK,
o6 3ToM Jierko Onljlo norapatbesi. Ho aBofius!..

DHHA HaKOHelU-TO yBHJeNa Ky3HHYy ¢ niemsHHHKoM. OHa noposBa-
Ja JeTed M JBHHYJachb HaBCTpeuy pPOAHYAM.

HyXHo 6bl0 6Bl Kak cJjeldyeT NpHBETCTBOBaTb TeTKy, HO bBemOwu
HHYero He 3amedas, KpoMe CBOMX GyAyLUHX TOBapHLUEH.

— Hy,— ckasana Tterka, o6patuBliuch kK BeM6u,— BoT 310 660,
a 370 Paniina. Moxellb ¢ HUMH HIpaTh.

Tpu MaJsbllla CTOSIIM KaK BKOMAaHHblE, HE B CHJaxX OTBECTH IJa3
opyr oT npyxku. ['o6o — pagom c¢ PaauHoii, bembu — Hanpotus
HuX. CTOslJIM M cMOTpessd BO Bce raasa. He wiesessich.

— TIlycts ux,— ckasana matb.— OHu camu pasz6epyTcsi.

— TIlpenectublii pebeHok! — ckasaja tersi JHHa.— Kpenkuii, cuib-
HbIH, CTpOMHBIA!..

— KoHeuHo, HaM He Ha YTO KaJlOBAaTbCsl,— CKasaJla MoJibllleHHaA
MaTb.— Ho y Te6s nBoe, duHal..

— JHla, 310 Tak, 3T0 Tak! — noaxsatuyia JHHa.— Thl Ke 3Haellb,
Joporasi, AeTbMH 51 HHKOrZa He Oblla oGuiKeHa.

— bem6u Mo#i mepBeHel...— cka3ana Mmarb.

— Bupuwp Ju,— Hayana JIHHA,— pa3 Ha pa3 He MNPHXOILHUTCA.
Bo3moxHO, YTo B AajibHeHLIEM... ,

JleTH Bce ellle CTOsIIM HENOJABHXKHO, Tapawla ryasa. Hu oxmun

! Kysuna — peoopopnas cectpa.
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HE MPOPOHHJI HH cjoBa. BHezanHo PasuHa NMOANPLITHYJa H KHHYJacChb
B cTopoHy. Eii Hanoeno Takoe GecCMbICJIEHHOE BPEMSNPENPOBOXKIEHHE.

Bem6u Gpocuscst 3a Heit, ['o6o nocnenosan ero npumepy. OHu
TOHAJIMCb JAPYT 3a APYXKKOH, HOCHJIHCH B3al W Bhepel, BbIMHCHIBasi
KpacHBble MOJYKDPYXbsi. To Obl10 3aMedaTenbHo! Korna »xe, HeMHOro
yTOMJIEHHbIE H 3anbiXaBIUHecsl, OHH OCTAHOBMJIHCb, TO YyXe He OblIO
COMHEHHH, YTO 3HAKOMCTBO cocTosiioch. OHH NpHHANHCHL GosTaTh. bem-
61 pacckasan o cBoux OecelaX ¢ Ky3HeUHKOM H 6abouKoii-GessTHKOMN.

— A ¢ MmalicKuM XyKOM Thl pasroBapHBas? — cnpocusa Panuna.

Her, ¢ mafickum xykom bBem6u He pasroBapuBajn. O La)Ke He OBl
¢ HuM 3HakoM. [lo npasne, bem6u B rnasza ero He Buual.

— 51 uvacrenbko ¢ HuM Gosartal,— 3ametunna PasuHa HYTOUKY
CBBICOKA.

— A wmensi -o6pyraa sictpe6! — coobiwna Bem6u.

— He moxer 6bitb! — mopasusca T'o6o.— Heyxenn on Tebs
ob6pyran? — 'o6o BooGle Jierko YyAMBJSJICH.— A MeHsl €XHK YKOJOJ
B HOC,— 3aMeTWJl OH, HO Tak, Mexay npounM: ['060 O6bl1 oOueHb
CKPOMEH.

— Kro 310 — exuk? — 3auntepecoBaJjics bem6u. [lpusaTHO HMeTb
TaKHX OCBEJOMJIEHHBIX JpYy3eH.

— Ex — yxacHoe co3nanbe! — BockiukHyna PannHa.— Bech B
HroJIKax ¥ Tako# 3Jjoliui!

— Tw pymaemwn, oH 370H? — cka3an ['06o.— OH ke HHKOMY
He JleJlaeT HMYero MJoxoro.

— A pa3Be on Te6s He yKoJoJ? — ObIcTpo Bo3pasuna PanuHa.

— Ax, s cam npuctaBan K HeMy ¢ pasroBopamu. a u yKososa-to
OH MEeHfl coBCeM He GOJIbHO.

bem6u nosepnyJcs k 'o6o:

— A noueMy on He xoTteJ ¢ TOGOH pa3roBapuBaTb?

— OH HHM ¢ KeM He XXejaeT pasroBapuBaTb,— BMellajnacb Panu-
Ha.— Korjna K Hemy MOAXOIMILbL, OH CBOpauMBaeTcsl B KJyOOK M Bech
OLLeTHHHBAETCA HroskaMu. Halua Mama roBopuT, 4TO OH BoOOGlile
HH C KeM He BOAMTCH.

— Moxer ObiTb, OH InpocTo Goutcsi? — ckpomHo 3ameTtus To6o.

Ho danuna 3asBusa peliuTesbHO:

— Mama roBopuT, YTO OT TaKHX HANO JepXKaTbcs MojaJjblie.

bem6u cnpocusn I'o6o THXOHBKO:

— A THl 3Haelb, YTO TAKOE... OMACHOCTb?

Bce Tpoe, pa3oM nocepbe3HeB, TECHO COJH3HJH TOJIOBLL.

o060 3apymancsi. O ¥ cam XxoTes Obl MOHATb, YTO Takoe onac-
Hoctb. OH BHMIEN, C KaKHM HeTeprieHHeM XJeT ero orseta DeMOH.

— OnacHocTb,— MpoLIEeNTajJ OH,— OMAaCHOCTb... 3TO OYeHb MJOXO.

— 51 cam noHumalo, YTO TJIOXO, HO... KaKasi oHar..

Bce Tpoe mpoxasu oT crpaxa.

Bapyr ®asnuHa BCKpHUYasa rpOMKO U BeCeso:

— OnacHocTb — 3TO KOTAa Halo youpaTbh! — H pe3BO CKaKHyJa
B CTOPOHY. ,

E#l Hamoeno cTositb ¥ GosiTbesi HeBecTb 4dero. ['o6o u  bemGu
NpuIrHyud 3a Heil. M cHoBa HavaJsoch...
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OHu npsiTajucb, 3apbiBasick B AYLIUCTbIA IIEJK TPaBbl, KyBblpKa-
JIMCb, LypauHJHCb H coBceM 3a0blii O TOM O6OJbLIOM H TPO3HOM,
4YTO BOJIHOBAJO MX HECKOJbKO MHHYT Ha3aA. Hawurpasluuch BcsacTb,
OHH CHOBa cTaau 60JTaTh.

HIXx maTepn ToOXXe He TepsiiM BPEMEHH [apoM: OHHM [OIUMMNLIBAJH
TpaBy H BeJIH JpyXecKylo Geceny.

Ho BoT TeTst DHHa nojHsNa roJloBy H KPHKHYyJa:

— To06o, ®anuna! CobupaiitTech 1oMOH!..

MaTtbp bem6u Toxe mo3Basa coiHa:

— Hpem!.. Ham nopal..

— Ewe  HemHOXeuko! — 6ypHo  3amporecroBaja  Danuna.—
Hy ewme uyTouky!

Bem6bu ymonsin mMatb:

— Tlo6ynem ewe! Toxanyiicra! 3aecs Tak xopoiuo!

W T'o6o nosTopsin 3aCTeHUYUBO:

— Tak xopolo... eille 4yTouky!..

M tyT cnyunsnoch HedTo, 4TO ObIO Kyla 3HAUYWTesNbHee M BaxcHee
BCero, uto nepexus Bem6u B 3ToT nmeHb. M3 seca moneccst rpoxouy-
LKA TOMOT, OT KOTOPOTO APOTHyJa 3eMJjs. 3aTpelllajii Cyubsi, 3aily-
MeJIH BETBH, H, MpexJe YeM MOXHO OblJIo HABOCTPHTb YLIH, 3TO IPO3HO
rpoxouyuiee BbIHECJOCb M3 Yalll, OCTaBHB TaM Mo cebGe Tpeck, Ty.J,
ceuct. CioBHO yparaH, npomuajuch J[Boe Mo MoJisiHe 3BOHKOTpEMsi-
I[MM TaJjIONIOM H CKPLIIHCH B Uallle; HO He MPOLLIO H MHHYTH, KaK OHH
BHOBb INOSIBWIHCb Ha TOM e MecTe, YTO W B MepBLIH pas3, H 3aMepJiu
Ha ¢oHe onywKH, OYATO oOKaMeHeaW, Ilarax B JBajgUaTH ApPyrT
oT Apyra.

bem6u cmoTpen Ha HuX KakK 3auapoBaHHbii. OHu ObliM OueHb
MOXOXH Ha MaTb H TeT0 JHHY, HO TOJIOBY KaX[Or0 M3 HHX BeHYaja
BETBUCTasi KOPOHA B KOPHYHeBHIX OycHHax W OGesblx 3y6uax. bem6u
6e3MO/IBHO MepeBOIHJ B3IVISAA C OAHOro Ha apyroro. OmuH — MoMeHb-
e poCcTOM, H KOPOHa ero CKpOMHee, IPYroi — BeJIHUeCTBEHHO Mpe-
kpaceH. OH BBICOKO H FOpPHO HEC roJioBY, H GECKOHEYHO BBLICOKO BO3HO-
cusuch ero pora. [lepesauBuaThiii TOH uX KoJseGaJsicst OT COBCEM TEMHOIO
N0 6ejlecoro; oHH GBLIM yCesiHbl MHOXKECTBOM GYCHH M ILKPOKO MPOCTH-
pajiu cBOM cHsiiollie Gesible OTPOCTKH.

— O! — Bockaukayna PajuHa BOCXHILEHHO.

— O! — tuxoHbko mMyBTOpHA [060.

bem6u Mmosua.

Ho Bor Te JlBoe 3alieBesiHJNCb, NOBEPHYJH B pa3Hble CTOPOHLI
H MeNJIEHHO HamnpaBuJuCb K Jecy. BesnuecTBeHHBII OJIeHb mpolue
coBceM 6JH3Ko oT geted. B nokofiHo#i KpacoTe npolllecTBOBaJ OH,
TOpIO HeCcsl LapCTBEHHYIO TOJOBY H HHKOIO He YJOCTOMB B3IJISIIOM.
Iletn GosinMch ObIIIATb, MOKa OH He Ckpblics B dYauie. OHH OTBaXKu-
JIMCb OOMEHATbCS B3TJISILOM JIHLb B TOT MOMEHT, KOTAa JieC 3aJepHY.
CBOIi 3eJIeHbIH MOJIOT 32 BEJIMKOJIEMHBIM HE3HAKOMLEM.

QasnHa neppas npepBajsa MoJ4aHHe.

— K10 3TO 6bII? — BOCKJKMKHYJa OHa, H €e MaJjleHbKHH Jep3KuH
roOJIOCOK ApoXKaJl.

[060 NMOBTOpHJ UYThb CJBLILIHO:
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— Kro 370 6b1?

bem6u Moauas.

Tersi DHHa oTBeTU/Ia TOPXKECTBEHHO:

— 3T0 O6blY OTLHI.

Bosnblie Huyero He O6BIIO CKa3aHo, M pOAMYM paccTanucb. Ters
JHHA C JeTbMH Cpa3y CKpbllacb B GJIHMKHEM KyCTapHHKE — TaM MPo-
Jeraj ux nyTb. bem6u n ero maTepu NMpUIIOCH Mepeceub BCIO MOJSHY,
uTOOHl MoMnacTb K crapoMy Ly0y, OTKyla HauyuHajach UX Tpona. BemGu
mMoJsidas oueHb poJaro. Hakonel oH cnpocus:

— Ouu Hac Bugenn?

— Jla, oHd BUAAT BcE,— OTBETHJIA MAaTh.

CrpanHoe 4yBcTBO BJjajeno bemGu: oH u Gosijics crpallivBaTh M
He MOT MOJYaTh.

— TloueMy OHH...— Hauaj OH U OCEKCS.

MarTp npumaa K HeMy Ha MOMOLLb:

— Uro TH XOTesn cKa3aTb, MaJIeHbKHH?

— Ilouemy oHu He ocTasnch ¢ Hamu?

— Jla, oHH He oCTaJuCb C HaMu,— OTBeTWJa MaTb,— HO HacTa-
HEeT BpeMS...

— Tlouemy oHM ¢ HaMu He roBopuau? — nepebusn ee DBem6u.

Martb oTBeTHJIA:

— Cefluac OHH C HaMu He TOBOPST... HO HacTaHeT BpeMs... HyKHo
TEpNeJHBO XAAaTh, KOTJla OHU MPUAYT, H HYXKHO XKAAaTh, KOrJa OHH 3a-
roopsAT. Bce 6yner Tak, Kak OHM 3aXOTHAT.

— A wmofi oren. 6yner co MHOH pa3roBapuBaTb? — 3aMHpas,
cripocus bem6u.

— KoneuHo, nuts moe. Korga Thl noppacrewb, oH 6yner ¢ ToGo#
pasroBapuBaTb. M nopo#l Te6Ge Gyner NO3BOJIEHO HAXONUTbCS MPH HEM.

bem6u Monua 1wen psiioM C MaTepblo, BCe €ro CylUecTBO Obljo
norpsiceno BcTpeued ¢ oruoM. «Kak oH npekpacen! — wentan oH
npo cebss.— Kak auBHO npekpacen!» M Bce ayman o BesHyecTBEHHOM
oJIeHe.

MaTtp Kak 6yATO yrajaja MBICJH ChlHA:

— Ecan To coxpaHulib XKu3Hb, AWTS MoOe, ecad Thl Oypewb 6Jaro-
pasyMeH M cymeellb M36eXaTb ONMaCHOCTH, Thi Oyaellb Koraa-HuOynb
TaK ke CHUJeH M CTaTeH, Kak oTel, U Oylellb HOCHTb TaKylO XK€ KOPOHY.

Bem6u ray6oko mbiwan. Ero cepiaue 3axomnsioch pafocThbio, Tpe-
BOrOH, HaleXIoH...

BpeMsi 1710, ¥ KaXAblil J€eHb NMPHHOCHJ HOBble OTKPLITHS, HOBLIE
nepexxusanusi. Iloguac y Bem6u rosoBa mja KpYyrom — CTOJNBKO €My
HY>KHO OBbLJIO NMO3HaTb, OXBATHTD.

On Hayuwics BeaylwuBaTbess. He mpocTo cabliaTe TO, YTO Mpo-
HCXOAUT BGJIM3H M, MOXKHO CKa3aTb, CaMO Jie3eT B YylUW,— B 3TOM HeT
HHYero MyJpeHoro,— TeNnepb OH yMeJ BCJYUIMBAaTbCA B Te JalieKue,
ellBa yJIOBHMbie, Jierdaiilliue 3BYKH, YTO NpuHOCHT Berep. Emy cran
BeIOM KaxXIblii JecHoll umiopox. OH 3HaJ, K NpuMepy, 4YTO rhe-To
noojanb npo6exajy CKBO3b KyCTapHuK ¢pasaH; OH cpa3y yraielBal
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ero oco6bifl, JulWb eMy OfHOMY NpHcyllui war. Ox y3HaBaJ Mo cayXy
JeTyunX Mbllllelf, pacnapbiBalOLIUX HOYHOe HeGO CBOMM KOPOTKHM,
CTPEMHTEJIbHBIM MOJIETOM. Y3HaBaJ MSITKHH TOMOTOK KPOTOB, Geraloilux
B3aMyCKH BOKpPYr Oy3uHbl. OH 3Ha/l OTBaXXHbIH, CBETJIbIl MPH3BLIB CO-
KOJIa H YyJaBJHBaJ B HeM CepIHTbie HOTKH, KOrja opeJ HJH ACTpel
BTOprasuch B ero BJjajneHuss. OH 3HaJ BOPKOBaHbe JIECHBIX ToJy6e,
Jlanexkoe, BJIeKylllee KpSIKaHbe YTOK H MHOToe, MHOroe ApyToe...

[TocrenenHo osnaneBas oH M uytbemM. OH HayuuwJics BTATHBAaTb
HO3APSAMH BO3YX, TO rMy60KO, TO MaJleHbKHMH nopiusiMi, 6yATO CMaKysi
Kaxkylo noHouKy. Korsa Berep mpuJeTas C JyXalKH, OH TOBOPHJI
cefe: 3TO KJeBep, 3TO uallHasi poMalllKa, a rje-TO MO6JU30CTH Haxo-
IuTcs Haw Apyr 3asau. OH pasjiHyas cpeid apoMaTOB 3eMJH, JIMCTBHI
U naxyde# cmoJbl eIKHH 3anax NMpOLIMBITHYBLIEro HefmojaJjleKy XOpbkKa,
y3HaBaJ, XOPOLUEHbKO MPHHIOXaBIIHCh K 3€MJle, UTO JiHCa BHILJA Ha
OXOTY, MJH pemiaj: NpHOAHIKAIOTCA HalUH pPOJHYM — TeT JHHA
C JIETbMH.

OH cApYKHJICA C HOUYBIO, H ero yxe He COOJIa3HAJH MPOTYJKH CpeaH
6eja aHA. OH OXOTHO JieXaJs [HEM B TeCHOH, CYMEpeuyHOH XHXHHe
U ApemaJ y Temyioro 6oka martepH. Bpemsi or BpeMeHM OH mpocbinaJcs,
BCJYLIHBAJICA H MPUHIOXHBAJCA, XKeJlast 3HaTh, YTO NMPOHCXOAUT BOKPYT.
Bce cnokoiino. Tosbko MaJjieHbKHe CHHHIBI GOJTAlOT MeXAy coboi,
Ja MOryXHBalOT He yMelolllHe MOJuYaTh KOMapbl, H rojy6u He npekpa-
1aloT cBoell HexHoH BopkoTHH. UTo emy mo Bcero atoro? M oH cHoBa
3acelnadg.

Houb HpaBuiach eMy Kygma Gosblle. Bce GoapcTByeT, »KHBET, JIBH-
xkerca. KoHeuHo, M Houblo He cienyerT 3a6biBaTbh 06 OCTOPOXKHOCTH,
HO 3TO He HAET HH B KaKoe CpaBHeHHe C OHeM. MoXHO CBOGOAHO
NpOTyJIHBATbCH, BCTpPeYass 3HAKOMBIX, KOTOpble TOXe UYyBCTBYIOT cebst
Kyna 6e3saboTHee, HexeJH AHeM. Houb B Jiecy npasjHHYHa H THXa.
IlpaBna, 1 B HOUH 3By4aT MOPOI 'POMKHE roJioca, HO 3To ocoboe 1eso.

Bem6u yBaxaa coBy. Ee crenennblil noJsieT Obli Jierok U 6e33By-
ueH, KakK noser GaGoykH. ¥ Hee TaKoe BbIPa3HTeNbHOE, OCMBICIEHHOE
JMLO M MpeKpacHble ryasza. bem6u ynuBasjcA HX TBEPAOMY, CIOKOH-
HOMY H cMesomy B3risafy. OH ¢ yHOBOJbCTBHEM cJyllaJj ee pPa3roBOp
C MaTepblo MM C APYrHMH oburtatensiMu Jeca. OH CTOAJ B CTOPOHKE,
HeMHoro po6est oz TBePLO-NOBEJUTEIbHLIM B3IVIAIOM COBHl, H HE CJIHLI-
KoM pa3bupajicdi B TeX YMHBIX BelllaX, O KOTOPBHIX LIeJ pa3roBop.
OH ToJbKO UyBCTBOBaJ, UYTO BellH 3TH OYEHb YMHBl H 3HAUHTE/bHHI,
H MPEHCNOJHAJNCA elle GONbLIMM NOYTEHHEM K COBE.

Bapyr cosa 3atsaruBasna necHwo. «[I'xa-a-a! I'xa-a-a! an-ax!»—
neja oHa. 3TO 3ByYaJlo COBCEM HHaye, YeM MECHS ApPO3[a HJH HBOJITH,
HHaue, 4eM JpyxedoOHbIfi NepeKMHK KyKylleK, Ho bem6u mi06un
MEeCHIO COBbl, YYBCTBYSl B Hell BJEKYIlyl0 TaHHCTBEHHOCTb, HECKa3aH-
HYI0O MYJIpOCTb M 3arafo4Hyl0 IpycCTb.

Ewe uMenca 3nech chld, HeGOJbLIOH 3aHATHLIA NapeHeK. XHTPHIH,
JIOOOMBITHBIH U OYeHb TUIEC/TaBHBIH.

«Y-HK! Y-HK!» — KPHUHT OH TPOH3HTEJNbHbIM, HAJACAIHbIM, MOJHbIM
yxaca rosocoM. M kaxercsi, 6YATO OH HaXOOUTCS B CMepTeNbHOH
onacHocTH. Ho 3t0 o6MaH. OH NMPHXOAMT B OTMEHHOE DAacroJioXKeHHe
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Lyxa, palyercsi, Kak IMTH, €CJH eMy YJaeTcsl KOro-HMOGyIb HCMyrath.
«Y-uK!» — KpDHUMT OH TaK TpPOMKO, YTO 3XO €lle C foJjyaca pasHo-
cutest o Jiecy. Cam Ke OH B 3TO BpeMsl M31aeT MNpo ce6sl CMeLlIHBOe
BOPDKOBaHbE, KOTOPOE MOXKHO YCJBIILATh, JHUIb HAX0AACh cOBCeM GJIH3KO
OT Hero.

bem6u Bckope norapajicsi, 4TO Cblua pajyeT, KOTAa OKpYXKalouiue
MyraloTcsl WM XKe AyMaloT, YTO C HHUM caMHM cTpsiciiack Gena. C Tex
nop bem6u He npomyckas ciyuyasi NpH BCTpeYe C CHIYOM CHPOCHTD
C HaurpaHHbIM 6€CNOKOHCTBOM:

— C BaMu HHYEro He CJIYYHJIOCH?

Han ke, npHTBOPHO TPACACH OT CTpaxa, CKas3aThb:

— AX, Kak Bbl MeHsl WcrnyraJu!

Chl4 NPHXOAHJ B BOCTOPT.

— Jla, na,— nocmeHBaJCsl OH,— MOH TOJIOC 3BYYHT YXKacHO, He-
BBIHOCHMO!

W on pasnyBasn nepbsi, OTYUEro CTAHOBHJICH MOXOXKHM Ha MSATKuil,
KOpHYHEBHIH LIapHK, YTO OUYeHb LIIO eMYy.

Heckosnbko pa3 6biBaniiu rpossl. IlepBeiii pa3 3To mpousoLlIo AHEM,
H, IO Mepe TOro Kak ThbMa OKyTbIBaja HX MaJIeHbKYI XHXHHY, CTpax
BCE€ CHJIbHee oxBaThiBaJl Dem6u. Kasasnoch, OGyATo HOYb BHe3almHO
cnycTuiach ¢ He6a B caMblii pa3rap nHs. Korga »Ke MOLUHBIA MOpPHB
BeTpa, pblua, MNPOAYJ Jiec, CBepPKHyJa MOJHHS M TPOXHYJ packKaT
rpoma, bem6u 4yTb He JMLIMJCA YYBCTB: €MY MpPeICTaBHJOCH, YTO MHP
BOT-BOT pPacKOJIETCA Ha KyCKH.

Jlpyro#i pas rposa 3acraja ux B nyTH. bem6u 6exaJs nosagu ma-
tepH. Kaxawlfi yaap rpomMa cJOBHO CLyBaJ €ro ¢ JOPOTH B KyCTHI,
KaXXIbli BBICBEPK MOJIHMM Bo3Bpalllan Ha3aj. bem6u norepssn Hanl
coboii BCAKYI0 BJacTb. Jlec KasaJjcsl BbIMEpLIHM, ero obHrareH Mo-
npsarajuch KTo Kyaa. [la U Kak GblJIo He MPATaTbCAA, KOrAA C KaXJIoro
CyuKa, ¢ KaxXJ1o# BeTKH 6exxaJs CBOH BONOMAAMK, KOTAA AepeBbfl, KYCThl
M TpaBbl ObliM MpoNUTaHbl BONOH M KaXJas BCHbILIKA MOJIHHH OT-
paxajachb B TbhiCs4aX KaleJab W CTpyH, OyATO Jec Ha MHI BocCmJa-
MeHsJCs!

Ho Bce umeer koHel. MOJIHHH npuUracid, HX OTHEHHHbIE JIyYH He Mpo-
HHKaJHu GoJiblile CKBO3b KPOHBI JepeBbeB. I'poM yKaTua BpaJb. Heko-
TOpOe BpeMsl ellle CJBILIAJOCh ero HesicHoe 60pPMOTaHHe, 3aTeM H OHO
cmodikJio. Jloxap npopenuJcs. Ero papHoMepHbIi LyM 3ByUaJ eLle OKOJIO
yaca. CKBO3b Hero, CKBO3b MOKpPYIO JIHCTBY 3acCBepKajlo COJIHLE.
Kasasnoce, jsec riy6oKo IBIILHT, MOACTaBJAAs ce6s CBEXHM, YHCTHIM,
30J10THCTHIM cTpysiM. M yX HukTO Gosiblie He mpaTancs. CTpax ucues,
€ro BBIMBIT JOXAb.

Hukorna emle ux npuxoj Ha nojisiHy He Obl1 TaK KO BpPeMeHH, Kak
B 3TOT Beyep mnocje rposbl. Bnpouem, no Beuepa ellle ObIO HaJieKo.
CouJiHILe BBICOKO CTOSJI0 B HeGe, BO3AyX OblJ >KHBHTEJIBHO CBeX M 6jaro-
yXaJ apoMaTHO M ocTpo. Jlec 3BeHes Ha THICAYH rOJIOCOB, €ro OOHTa-
TeJH MOBLIJIA3HJM M3 CBOHX YKPBITHH, XHXKHHOK H TaHHHKOB M CIEUIHJIH
MOAEJNHUTLCS TOJBKO UTO HEPEXKHTHIM.

Yro6bl nomacTb Ha MoJisiHy, bemM6x H ero Martepud HyXHO OblIO
0GOMTH OTrPOMHBIH CcTapbli 1y6, nepecTyNUBLIWA CBOMMH TOJICTBHIMH,
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y3JI0BaTbIMH KOPHsiMH HX Tpomny. Ha cyky cupena 6Gesnouka. OHa mpu-
BETCTBOBaJla MaTb W CblHA, KakK A0OpbIX 3HAKOMBIX.

Korpa-to, npu nepso#i BcTpeue, bem6u npuHss 6ejloyky H3-3a ee
KpaCHEeHbKOl LIKypKH 3a OYeHb MaJleHbKoro oJieHeHKa. Ho Torpa o
6bis1 ellle COBCEM TJYNMBIM M MHOroro He moHumaJ. bejlouka emy oueHb
noHpaBusacbk. O6GUlHTeNbHAs], PUBETIHBasA, OHA OT/HYaJgacCh MpeKpac-
HBIMH MaHepaM#, yMesa 3aMeuaTelbHO 6eraTb, NpbIFaTbh H KYBBIP-
KaTbCsl B BeTBsiX Ay6a. Becenys, oHa 6e3 ycraJjiy HOCHJIach BBEPX H BHH3
M0 TJafKOMYy CTBOJY, CJIOBHO 3TO GBLIO CyLUHM mycTikoM. A To yca-
JKHBaJaCb CTONGMKOM Ha Kaualolleiicsi BeTKe, ONMepllHCh Ha CBOH my-
IIMCTHH XBOCT M BLICTaBHB 0Oesylo TPYAKy, M3sILUHO NoOMaxuBaJa Jial-
KaMH, CKJIOHsiIa ToJIOBKY ¢ GOKy Ha 6OK M BMHI HaropapMBaJjla MHO-
JKECTBO WHTEPECHBIX M LIYTJHBBHIX BeLUEH...

BoT u cedyac oHa MOJIHHEHOCHO CHYCTHJAaCb BHH3 TaKHMH HEBEDO-
SITHBIMH MpPBIXKKaMH, 4YTO MOXHO Obllo Mopymartb, 6YATO OHa KyBHIP-
KaeTcsi yepe3 roJioBy. PazmaxuBasi NMyIUHCTHIM XBOCTOM, OHa KpHuaJa:

— Jlo6Gpuiit Beuep! JoGpuiii Beuep! Kak Mwuj0o, UTO BBl MPHULIJIH.

Matb u bem6u ocraHoBusucb. DBesiouka CKo/b3HyJa elle HHKe
MO TJIafikoMy CTBOJY.

— Hy,— npunsinace oHa 6oJTaTb,— KaK Bbl [epeHEC]H TIpo3y?
KoneuHo, s1 BHXKY, YTO y Bac Bce B nopsiike. B KoHILle KOHLOB, 3TO camoe
rinaBHoe.— OHa mpunycTuiia No CTBOJY BBepX, npurosapuBasi: — Her,
BHH3Y caHIIKOM cbipo. [lomoxnauTte cekyHAy, ceduac s Haligy ceGe
MecTeuko noayuiue. $I Bac He 3amepxkuBato?.. baarogapio Bac! MoXHO
NpeKpacHoO pa3roBapHBaTbhb H OTCIOLA.

Berasi B3an u Brnepen Mo BeTKe, OHa MpojoJKana:

— Hy u Gecnopsinok xe tBoputcs! Lllym, Tpeck, ckannan! Bel npen-
cTaBUTbL ceGe He MOXKeTe, Kak f1 Obla ucnyraHa. $ 3abunach B yrosok
M CHIeNna THXO-THXO, i Gosijiach nolueBeJbHYTbesl. «OX, TONbKO 6bl
npodecsno!» — nymana s. IlpaBma, moe nepeBo — Jsyuwasi 3alluTa
B MHpE, 3TO sl MOTYy TBepao cKa3aTb. JI-To Benb obja3usia BCe KPYrom,
LApPyroro Takoro nepesa He chicKaTb. V1 BCe-Taku BOJIHYellbCsl yKacHO!

Besouka ycesnach Ha CBOH BEJHMKOJIENHBIH XBOCT, M0KasaB G6enyio
rpyaky. Ona mnpukuMaja K cepiuy nepeiHHe JanKH, H HETPYIHO
ObLIO MpPeNCTaBHTh, KAK CHJIbHO OHa TepeBOJIHOBaJach.

— Mpl  ugeM Ha Jyxailiky o6GCylIHBaTbCsl,— CKasaja MaTb.

— O, 3To npekpacHasi Mbicib! — BOCK/IHKHYJa Oenouka.— Bul Tak
yMHubl! Hepapom st Bcerma yTBep»Kaalo, 4TO Bbl HEOOBIKHOBEHHO YMHbI!—
OpHuM mNpBHXKKOM OHa BCKOUMJIA Ha BEPXHIOI BeTKy.— [lpaBo, BHI
He MoXXeTe MpHAyMaTb HHYEro Jyulllero, 4yeM MOHTH ceddac Ha MoJfA-
Hy.— JIerkuM cKaukoM OHa JOCTHIJIa BepLIMHBI ny6a.— $I Toxe Xxouy
HaBepX, K coJHLy. S HackBo3b mpomokaa. $I xody Ha caMbii-camblil
BepX,— GoJiTajla OHa, He 3a60OTsCb O TOM, CJYyLIAalOT €€ HJH HeT.

Ha nonsine Gblio oueHb oxKupjieHHO. TaM HaXomuJcs ¥ Apyr-npus-
TeNb 3afll co BCeH ceMbeH, M TeTd JDHHA CO CBOMMH peOATHILKaMH
cTosiJa B  Kpyry 3Hakomelx. Ha stor pa3 Bem6u cHoBa yBuIeJ OTLOB.
OHH MemJIeHHO BBILLJIIK H3 Jieca C JBYX CTOPOH, a IOTOM MOSIBHJICA
¥ TpeTui. 3aTeM, coXpaHsisi pacCTOfIHWE, OHH TaK »Xe Me[IJIeHHO NBH-
HyJuCb BHOJb onywku. OHH HH Ha Koro He obpalliajid BHHMaHHS
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M jaxe ApYyr C¢ ApPYyroMm He paaroBapuBaju. bem6bu cieann 3a HUMH
C MOYTHTEJBHBIM BOCXHLIEHHEM...

[lotoMm oH Goatan ¢ T'o6o, PanuHoll M elle ABYMA 3HAKOMBLIMH
onensitamu. OH mnpeloxua mourpaTb. OcTajibHblE OXOTHO COTJIACH-
JIUCb, U OHH TNPHHAJNHCH KPYXKHUTb no nonasiHe. PajuHa 6blNa caMoi
HeyroMoHHO# H3 Bcex. CBexasi, JIOBKasl, HEHMCTOLIMMAS Ha BBIAYMKH.
A Botr T'o6o Bckope ytomuisicsi. ['posa Bhi3Basna y Hero cepaueGueHue,
H cefiuac 3To cepaue6ueHHe Bo3o6GHoBHJIOCh. ['060 BooOlle Obla cha-
6eHbkuil, Ho BemM6u MO6uUN ero 3a HO6pHIH HPaB W HEM3MEHHYIO 6Jiaro-
»)KesaTtesbHOCcTb. ['060, npaBna, Gbl Bcerga HEMHOTO IPYCTeH, HO cTa-
paJicsl He MOKa3blBaTb 3TOTO...

[Npuwao Bpemsi, korga bem6u y3Han BKyc MOJIOABIX M0OGEros,
MATKHX MeTesoyek, cjaafkoil kalukd. M Tenepb, Korma OH MNpHHH-
KaJl K MaTepd, UTOOGbl HEMHOI'O OCBEXHTbCs, OHa HEpEeNKO THaljla ero
NpoYb.

— Tol yxe He ManeHbKuH,— ropopusia oHa, a WHOH pa3 noGasJifi-
Ja: — YiIu, ocTaBb MEHsI B MOKOE.

Cayuasnoch fa)e, YTO MaTh MOKuUJaja XHXKHHY, HHCKOJIBKO He 3a-
6oTsicb 0 ToM, cienyeT Jiu 3a Hell bem6u. M BO Bpemsi mporyJiok oHa
coBceM He obpalllajla HAa HEro BHUMAaHHS.

OnHaxabl MaTh W BOBCe Hcuesdsa. DBeMOu He NOHHMaJ, Kak 3TO
NpoH30LLIO, KaK MOr OH He 3aMeTuUTb ee yxona. Ho matepu He 6blio.
Bnepsrie bem6u ocrtaJsicsi onuH.

CriepBa OH TOJILKO YIHBHJICSI, MIOTOM €ro0 OXBATHJO GeCnOKOHCTBO,
6bicTpO mepewlejlliee B CTpax, a 3aTeM JHIUb ryyGokasi, Ge3HanexHas
TocKa. Jlonro 3pydaJs ero noOTepsiHHbIA, Me4aJbHBI 30B, HO HHKTO
He OTKJIMKaJICA, HUKTO He LleJ.

TwerHo npsigan oH ymamu, HanpacHo BHOXxuBaJjcsi. Hukoro. M on
CHOBa 3BaJl, COBCEM THXO, YYThb CJBILIHO, ¢ po6KoH MoJb6Oii:

— Mawmal.. Mawmal..

OxBaueHHbIl oTuasiHueM, OH mnoGpes, caMm He 3Has Kyna. Buauade
OH UIeJ Mo 3HAKOMOH TpoOMe, OCTaHaBJHBaJICA M 3BaJl MaTb M CHOBA
Hies] HeyBepeHHbIM, KOJeGJIOLKMMCST 11aroM, HEeCHYacTHHIH, TMOKWHYTHIH
Bem6u. OH Luen Bce gaJsblie M JaJblie MO yXe HE3HAKOMBIM HEXO-
JKEHBHIM TponaM H HaKoHel, OKa3aJicd B KaKOM-TO HeBeloMOM, A0 6oJin
Uy>KOM MecTe.

M TyT oH ycablllan ABa OETCKMX TF0JOCa, B3BIBAaBLUIMX COBCEM
Ha ero Jan:

— Mawmal.. Mamal..

Bem6u npucaywanca. Kaxercs, 3to I'o6o u Panuna. Hy ko-
HEUHO XKe, 3T0 OHH. BricTpo noGexaJs OH Ha rojoca M BCKOpe YyBHIEJ
Bé KpaCHeHbKHe MWIy6KH, IMpocBeuYMBaKllMe CKBO3b JucTBy. [060
u ®anuna! Ouu crosiid non OGy3HHOH, TeCHO MpHKABUIMCHL ApPYT
K IpYXKKe.

— Mamal..— kpuuaau onu.— Mamal..

OHu o6panoBanuch, 3acjhilllaB IIOPOX B KycTax, HO 3TO Oblal
Bcero-HaBcero Dem6u, W [eTH He MOIJIH CKpPHITb DPa30yapoOBaHHUA.
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Ho Bce ke oHn HeMHOXeuko o6pagoBaJjuch emy. A bem6u.— TOT Gbla
pall Mo-HaCTOsILEMY: OH YKe GoJiblile He OJHHOK.

— Mos mMama yuuia,— cka3aa Bem6u. :

— Hamwa wmama Toxe yua! — ano6Ho oto3Bajcs [o6o.

[lopaBneHHblE, CMOTpENH OHH IpYT Ha Apyra.

— Kyna xe oHH peBajuch? — cka3an bem6u, M B roJioce ero
4yBCTBOBAJIHCH CJIE3HI.

— 51 ne 3Haw,— B3n0xHys [o6o. ¥ Hero omsATh Hayajocb cepjiue-
61eHHe, OH coBceM ocJiab.

HeoxxupanHo ®anuna ckasaga:

— $l nymao... oHH y OTLOB.

Fo6o0 u Dbem6u nocMoTpenu Ha Hee o03ajaueHHO. DTO MOYEMY-TO
HCIYTaso HX.

— Tul nonaraews?..— cnpocuy bem6u, npoxa.

danuHa TOXe CTpPyXHyJa, HO Jepxkaaacbh Tak, O6yAro eé OblIO
H3BECTHO GoJibllle, HEXEJIH OHa MOXeT cKa3aTb. OHa M cama He 3Hala,
foyemy eil MpUULIO B rOJOBY, YTO MaMbl HaXOAATCA y OTLOB, HO Ha BOIM-
poc Bem6u cka3zana ¢ yMHOH W 3HAaYHTEJBbHOH MHHOH:

— Jla, 51 coBepLIEHHO yBepeHa.

[Tpennosoxenne PanuHbl 3aciyXXHBaJO TOro, YToObl Hal HHM MO-
pa3mblcauTb, Ho BemM6u He MoOr HM O yeM AyMaTb, eMy ObJIO CJAHLIKOM
TockauBo. OH mowesn npousb, PanuHa u 060 nonaesucbr 3a HHUM.
Bce Tpoe rpomko 3BaJiu:

— Mamal.. Mamal.. ,

Ho Bot T'o60 u danuna ocTaHOBHJHCH. Jlajblle OHM He TOHAYT.
danuHa ckasana:

— 3auem? MaMma 3Haert, I'le Mbl, OHa Cpa3y OTHILLET HacC, KaK TOJbKO
BepHeTCH.

Ho Bem6u ne mor crositb Ha Mecte. OH nmpo6paJici CKBO3b yallly,
BbIILIEJ HA MaJIeHbKYIO JIECHYIO MporajiiHy H BIPYT 3aMep...

Tam, Ha JpyroM KoOHILle TMporajiiHbl, B 3apOCJAX OpellHHKa
CTOSIJIO HeBefoMoe, HeGbiBasoe cyuiecTBO. OT Hero TAHYJO He3HaKo-
MbIM, PE3KHM 3amaxoM, HYyXKHM, TSXKKHM, CBOAALLHM C yMa.

Bem6u Gbll He B CHJIaX OTBECTH TIJia3 OT He3HakKomLa. ToT cTos
YIOMBUTEJbHO MPSIMO, H@ [BYX HOTaX, TOHKWH M Y3KHH, y Hero OblIO
Gesecoe JHlLlO, COBCEN ToJiIoe BOKPYr [Jla3 M HoCa, OTBPATHTENbHO
rosioe. Hecka3aHHBIM, XOJIOAHBIM Yy»KacoM BeslJlO OT 3TOTO JHlla, HO H
CTpaHHOH, MoBeJuTeJbHOH cHJoH. BemM6u He Mor OTOpBAaTb OT HEro
B3IVIAJA.

Hesnakomeu [osro ocraBaJjicsi HEIBHXXHMBIM. 3aTeM OH MOIHSJ
BEPXHIOIO HOTYy, pacroJIOXeHHYl TakK O6JH3Ko OT JHla, yTo DBemOu
noHayaJly pa)Ke He 3aMeTus ee. Ho ceiluac oH BApPYTr YyBHAEN 3Ty
CTPaHHYIO HOTY, NMpPOCTEPTYI0O B BO3JyXe, M OJHOTO 3TOr0 [BHXEHHS
He3HakoMlia OblIO JAOCTaTOYHO, uToObl bBem6H cayHyJO B CTOPOHY,
KaK NMyUIHHKY.

OH u caMm He 3aMeTHJ, KaK oka3sajcs B vyaule. OTKyla-TO BO3HHK-
Jla MaTb W noMyYajach ¢ HUM psitoM. OHu MYaJaucb 60K 0 GOK CKBO3b
KyCTHl ¥ BaJIeXXHHK, MYaJjiich H30 BceX cusl. MaTh Besa mo ofHoil ed
Benomoit Tpone. OHM clep:Kajy LIarT JHLIb Y NMOPOra CBOEH XHKHHBI.
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— Tbl BUAEN?..— THXO CHpOCHJIa MaTh.

bem6u He Mor ‘orBeTHTh, Yy Hero cnepio nbixanue. OH JHIb
KHBHYJI T'OJIOBOH.

— 3t0 6bl1... OH! — cKa3ana MaTh.

M o6oux mpoHH3ana APOKb...

Tenepr Bem6u Bce Hallle MPHXOAHIOCH OCTaBaTbCSi OAHOMY, HO OH
y»Ke-He HCNBITHBaJ INpeXXHero crpaxa. Martb ucyesasa, OH MOr' 3BaThb
ee CKOJbKO Aylle YrofgHo, OHa BCe PAaBHO He npuxoauja. Ho Heoxu-
JaHHO OHAa MOSIBAAJAach M CHOBa Obljla C HHM, Kak Mpexjae.

Onnaxkabpl HOYBIO, BHOBb TMOKHHYTHIH, BeM6u onuHOKO 6poiua mo
jgecy. Tema yxe mnpopejuiacb B GJH3OCTH paccBeTa, Ha C€PO-CH30M
¢oHe Heba 3bI6KO OGpHCOBaJMCh BepXYyIUKH nepeBbeB. UTo-TO 3auuyp-
1ajo B KycCTax, IIOpOX MPOKaTHJCA MO JHCTBe, Bce OJuxke, GJuxke
¥ BApPYr obepHyJsicsa martepbio. OHa Gbisa He oaHa. Kro Owln 3TOT BTO-
po#i, BemMb6u He cymesn paarasifiers, HO MaTb OH y3Hal cpa3sy, XOTs
OHa JIHUIb Ha KPATKHH MHUI' MeJbKHYJa MHMO HEro H C TPOMKHM KPHKOM
yHecjach npoyb. Bce cxkanoch B BemM6u — Tak HemoHATHH OLIH eMy
¥ 3TOT CTPaHHBIH rajon CKBO3b KYCTbl, H 3TOT JIHKYIOLLHKH, HO C OTTEHKOM
cTpaxa KpUK MaTepH. .

Eule Gojiee ynuBuTeNbHBIH ciydyall NMpoM30LIeN € HHM OFHAXKIbl
nHeM. OH ponro mjyraj mno Jjecy 6e3 uead M cmbicia. He BhGHpas
JIOpOTH, OH CBOpauWBaJj TO BJEBO, TO BMNpPaBO, TO BO3Bpallaljicsi Ha-
3all, TO CHOBa Opes Breped. A 3aTeM B KaKOH-TO MOMEHT OH OCTaHO-
BHJICSI H 3BOHKHM OTYasiHHBIM TOJIOCOM CTaJjl 3BaTb MaMy. He TO uToOHI
OH HCHyTaJjicsi — OH TNpPOCTO He Mor GoJibille OCTaBaTbCs OJIMH, €My
He MOA CHJly CTaJl0O OAWHOUYecTBO. M BApYr psfoM ¢ HHM OKasaJjcs OfMH
U3 oTuoB. DemOu He cjblllaj ero NPUOJHIKEHHS H CHJBHO CTPYXHYJ.
dtor crapuiil oJleHb ObUI CaMbBIM MOLIHBIM H3 BceX BHIAEHHbIX Bem6H,
caMbIM pocJibIM H ropaenuBbiM. llly6a ero noseixaja sipKko-KpacHbLIM IJjia-
MeHeM, OT JIHLa HCXOAMJO cepeGpHCTO-Cepoe MepliaHHe, pa3BecHCTHIE,
B TeMHbIX 6yrpax pora BLICOKO BO3HOCHJHCb Haj 4YyTKO MNpsijiaio-
UIMMH ylIaMH.

OH cmepus BeM6H cypoBBIM B3IVILIOM. :

— Yero Tbl KpHYHMIUL? — TpoH3HeC OH.— TH UTO XKe, He MOXellb
6bith oauH? Crhlauch!

Bem6bu xoTes ckasaTb, YTO eMy yXe He pa3 NPHXOAMJIOCH OCTa-
BaTbCSl OJHOMY, YTO OH MPHUBHIK ObITb OJHH, HO fA3HIK CJOBHO MPHJIMII
K roptanH. JKryuuii CTHII OXBaTHJ Bce €ro MajeHbKoe CyllecTBo. A cra-
pblfi OJleHb MOBEPHYJCS H BMHUT Hcue3, OyATO NPOBAJIMJCHA CKBO3b 3EMJIIO.
D710 O6blIO HEBEPOSATHO: KaK HH MNpHcayliuBajcs bem6u, ero ciayx
HE YJIOBHJl HHM TOINOTA KOMBIT, HU XOTS1 Obl cj1aboro 1Iopoxa MOTPEBOXKEH-
HOro KyctapHuka. BeMGu oGHIOXHBaJ BO3LyX — HHKoro. OH B3HOXHYJ
o6JjieryeHHo, W BCe ke OH Obl MHOro jaJj, 4yTob ellle pa3 yBHIETbCS
CO CTapblM OJIEHEM M CHHCKaTb €ro pacrliojIOXKEeHHE.

BeMOu HH cjoBa He cKazaJ matepd 06 3roii Bctpeue. Ho rtenepb
OH yXKe He KpHuuaJji, He 3BaJjl ee, KOrja oHa Hcyesaja. Bpoas B oAHHO-
YecTBe, OH CTPACTHO MeuTaJ O BcTpeye co crapeiM ojieHeM. OH Obl cKa-
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3aa emy: «Buanwp, s1 6odblle He 6oiochb». M Torna craphiii osieHb, Mo-
»KeT, NMoXBaJiua OBl ero.

Ho ¢ To6o u Panuno#t bem6bu nopenuscs cBoeill TalHOH. J{py3bsi
cayllajii ero 3aTauB JAblXaHue. DTO NeHCTBHUTEJNLHO HEOOBIUHAs BCTpe-
4a, y HUX B XKH3HH He CJy4aJjocb Hu4Yero nogoGHOro.

— Tbl, HaBepHO, 300pPOBO HCNYraJjcsi? — COUYBCTBEHHO  CKa-
3an T'o6o.

Ewe 6w! Koneuno, Bem6u wucnyrajcsi, HO COBCEM HEMHOXEUKO.

— $ 6bl Ha TBoeM Mmecte ymep oT crpaxa! — npusnaacs [o6o.

Her, 6onbuioro crpaxa bemM6u He ucnbITbIBaJ: cTapbiil OJeHb Jep-
JKaJjcsl Tak ceplleuHo.

— 2TO HeMHOro ofoapsieT MeHsi,— CKasaJs ['060.— MHe KaxeTcs,
s1 66l He CMeJ MOAHSITH HA Hero B3rsia. Korga MHe CTpallHO, Y MeHs
BCE pacClJbiBaeTcsi B rja3ax, a cepile KOJOTHTCH TaK CHJbHO, 4TO $i
3aAbIXaloCh.

®anuny pacckad bem6u 3acraBua riy60KO 3aayMaTbCcfi, HO OHa
COXpaHHJa CBOH MBICJAH NPO cebsl.

Koraa um cHoBa poBesoch BCTpeTuTbesi, [060 u PanuHa 6pocu-
auck K bem6u co Bcex Hor. Ouu, Kak u bemOu, onsith GblIH OJHH.

— Mul Te6s1 Bce Bpems uliem! — BockaukHya ['oGo.

— Jla,— BaxHo noarBepausia PanuHa.— Mbl 3HaeM Ternepb, C KeM
Thl BCTPETHJICS.

Bem6u nmoackoumnd:

— C kem?..

danuHa uyTh MomoJuala, 3aTeM cKasaja 3HaUYHTEJbHO:

— 910 Gol1 Crapeiilui.

— OrTkyna Thl 3Haelb?..

— Ot Haweit matepu,— 3asiBusia PaJsnusa.

Bembu usymuics:

— Bnl pacckasanu el MO0 HCTOpHIO?

O6a kuBHyJH.

— Ho 310 ke Taiina! — BO3MylleHHO BOCKJAHKHYJ Bem6H.

I'o60 TyT e NpHHAJCH HU3BUHATHCH:

— $1 uu npu uyem, 310 Bce PasmuHa...

Ho ®anuna BcKpuuasa BeceJo:

— Ax, uro rtaiina! MHe xotenoch 3HaTbh, Kro 310 Obln! Temepn
Mbl 3HaeM, ¥ Tak ropasjo HHTepecHef!

C stum Bem6u He mor He corsacutbesl. PajnHa OXOTHO YJOBJIeT-
BOPHJA €ro JI060NLITCTBO.

d1o cambiil 6naropofHbii u3 Bcex oJieneil. OH — crapefinii. Emy
HeT paBHOro. HHKTO He 3HaeT, CKOJbKO €MY JIeT, eCTb JIH Y Hero OJH3-
Kue. JIMb HEMHOrMM MOCUACTJAMBHJIOCH BHUAETb €ro XoTb pas. He-
penKo Mo Jiecy MpPOXOAMT MOJIBa, YTO OH yMep,— TaK JOJIr0 OTCYTCT-
ByeT OH nopoii. Ho 3aTteM OH NMOKaj)keTcsi Ha MHI, U TakKuM o6pa3om
BCe Y3HAIOT, YTO OH XHUB. HUKTO He ocMmenHBaeTcsi CIPOCHTb, TAe OH
nponanaj,— BeJb OH HH C K€M He pa3rOBapuBaeT, H HHKTO He pelIHTCH
3aroBOpPHTb C HHM IepBbhiM. Ero myTH HUKOMY He BeJOMBbI, HO 3HAIOT,
4TO OH HCXOJHJ Jiec [0 caMbix AajbHux pajeld. OH npe3upaer onac-
HocTb. BriBaer, onienn 60pIOTCsi APYT C APYTOM, HHOTAA HIPAIOYH, HHOTAA
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BCEPbE3, HO C HUM HHKTO He BCTyNaj B eIMHOGOPCTBO C He3anaMsT-
HbIX BPeMeH. M3 ero 1aBHUX CONMEPHUKOB HH OJIMH HE OCTAJICS B XKHMBBIX.
On Besnukuit Goew.

Bem6u oxorHo npocrua PanunHe u I'o6o, uTo oHH npoboJTajHch
0 ero rtaiiHe, HHaye OH HHMKOTAa He y3HaJ Obl CTOJNBKO BaXKHbIX Bellled.
Ho xopoio, uto I'o60 u PajvHe U3BeCTHO He Bce. TaK, OHM He 3HAIOT,
yro Crapeiiiuii cka3an Bem6u: «Tol He MOXKelllb ObiTh OAHH? CThAUCH!»
Ja, BemOu noctynu npasuibHO, ymonadas 06 3tom: Beab I'o6o u Pa-
JIMHa BCe paBHO MpoGosTajuck Obl, H OH cTajJ Obl IOCMeLUHIleM
BCEro Jeca.

B 3Ty Houb, Korga B3owWes Mecsili, BepHyJach MaTtb. HexpaHHo
nosiBMJlacb OHa Yy BHICOKOH cocHbl. OHa THUXO CTOsila TaM U CMOTpesa
Ha bem6n. OH kuHysncs K Hell. Dta HOoub mnpHHecaa DBemOH HOBOe
nepeXHBaHHE.

Marp BepHysnacb ycTanoli M TOJNOLHOH, H OHH COKPaTHJIH CBOIO
00bl4HyI0 nporynaky. OHu nouuid Ha noJsiny. Mateh craja NMOLUILIBATh
BJIaXKHYIO, NPOXJajHYI0 HOYHylo TpaBy. IloTom oHM 006a npuHAJSUCH
3a MoJlofble mobern M 3a 3THM 3aHSATHEM He3aMeTHO YrJy6Gujunch
B Jec. HexpaHHO W rpo3Ho 3amymenu Kyctol. [lpexxme uyem BembGu
4TO-HHOYAbL c006pa3us, MaTb 3aKpH4aja B CMSTEHMH H CTpaxe.

— A-0-0! — kpuuana ona.— A-0-o!

M3-3a KycTOB B pPOBHOM H CHJbHOM IUyMe, CJOBHO THTaHTCKHE
NIpU3PaKH, BBICTYMUJH KaKHe-TO HeBHAaHHble cyulecTBa. OHH MOXOAMJIH
M Ha MaTh, H Ha TeTi0 DHHY, U Ha Lpyrux coponuueli BemGH, HO GbliH
Takoro OOratblpckoro pocrta, 4to bBemOu npHIJIOCH CUJIBHO 3aJpaTh
rojioBy, 4toObl LedHKOM oxBaTuTh HX. M Torma bBemOu TOxXe BApyr
3aKpH4aJ BO Bce ropJio:

— A-0-0!.. Ba-0-0! — OH He moHHMaJ, MOYeMY KDHYHT, HO HE KpH-
YaTb HE MOT.

Ilpoueccusi MemseHHo rnpoilecTBOBaja MHMO. TpH, ueThipe Gora-
TRIPsi Apyr 3a japyrom. Harnocnenok nosiBuicsi eite oguH. OH 6l
elle Bhbillle, ellle MOLIHEe, C €ro LIeu CNycKaJjach rycrasi rpuBa, a roJio-
BY BeHYaJso Lejoe aepeBo. UTo-TO KJIOKOTaJO0, pBajock B rpynu y Bem-
6H, TaK XYTKO Ha Aylle y Hero eule He OblJ0o. DTO He GbIO CTPAXOM,
HO HHKOTJa ellle He Ka3aJicst OH cefe TAaKUM MaJleHbKMM H HHUTOXXHBIM.
Jlaxke MaTh M Ta KaK-TO KajJKO yMaJjujach B ero npeiCTaBJIEHHH.
CrhiAsicb CBOEro CTpaHHOTrO YyBCTBa, OH TPYOHJ:

— ba-a-o0-o! ba-o-o!

KpHk npHHOcHN HeKoTOpoe obJeruexue.

[Ipoueccusi ckpbljaace M3 BHAY . Crasio Tuxo. Jlnwe BemGu Bpems
OT BPEeMeHH H3JaBaj KOPOTKHI TPYyOHbIH 3BYK.

— Jla ycroko#cst »xe,— CKa3aja MaTb,— OHH YLLJIH.

— O mama! — nponeneran bemGu.— KTo oHM Takue?

— AX, 3TO CcoBceM He Tak OMNacHo,— CKasaja MaTb.— JTO JIOCH,
HallM ponauuH... [la, oHu BejiMKM M 6aropojHbl, ellle GjaropoaHee Hac.

— W ouu He onacubl? — crnipocus bem6u.

— Tlo-moemy, Het,— orBetusa MaTb.— OO 3TOM rOBOpSIT pa3HOe,
HO CTOMT JiM TIpUAaBaTb 3HaueHue ciayxam? MHe ¥ MOHM 3HAKOMbIM
OHH He clesaJjli HUYEro XyJmoro.
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— A rnouyeMy OHHM HOJKHBI JelaTbh HaM XyHoe? — pa3MblLLJIAJ
Bc1yx Bem6u.— Benb oHM HallM POACTBEHHHKH.

— Jla HHyYero OHH HaM He cHenaloT,— ckasaja martb. KM mociae
KOPOTKOro Mos4aHHsa AoOaBuja: — 1 cama He 3Halo, nouemy HX rMo-
AiBleHHe Tak myraer. $ Tepsilo Hax cob6oit Besikylo Biaacte. M rak
BCETJA...

Pasrosop 3acraBun bBem6u 3apymarscsi. Kak pa3 B 3Ty MHHYTY
B BETBAX OJIbXH MOSIBUJICA CbiU M, 1O CBOMCTBEHHOH eMy IpHBHIYKE,
ornoBectus 0 cebe nymwepaspupaiouium BormiemM. Ho Bem6u 6bi1 Tak
NOrpy»eH B CBOH MBIC/IH, YTO, BOMNpPEKH OOLIKHOBEHHIO, 3al0bli HCIy-
ratbcsl. ChlY CJleTesl Ha HHUXKHIOK BETKY M OCBEAOMHMJICA:

— J1 Bac, HaBepHO, ucnyraj?

— KoHeuno,— orBetun Bem6Gu.— Bbol MeHss Bcerha myraere.

Cbl4 THXOHBKO 3acMesiJics.

— Hapelocs, Bbl Ha MeHss He B 0OHJe? — cKa3ajJ OH.— Takas
Yy y MeHsl noBajkal!

OH pasayJicsi, cTaB MOXOXKHUM Ha LIAPHK, MOTPY3UJ KJIOB B NyllHC-
Thie TPyJHBI€ MNEpLILKH K CcAejaj] YAMBHUTEJIbHO MHJIOE H Cepbe3Hoe
* JIMLLO.

— 3Haere,— 10BepHTeNbHO cKa3as bemOu,— COBceM HenaBHO 9
HCIyrajcsi Kyja cHJbHee.

— Ur0-0? — npou3Hec ChY HELOBOJLHO.

Bem6u paccka3an emy O cBoeH BCTpeye ¢ MOTYYHMH pOJAHYAMH.

— Ox yX 3TH pOACTBEHHMKH! — NpOBOpYaJ cbid.— ¥ MeHsi TOXe
NOJHO POACTBEHHHKOB. CTOHT MHEe TOJIBKO MOKa3aTbcsl JHEM, KakK OT
HHX OTGOI0O HeT. A ecTb JIH Ha cBere 4TO-IMOO CTOJb XKe HEHYXKHOE,
KaK POACTBEHHHKH? Beib ecin OHM 3HaTHee BaC, BaM HEUEro C HHUMH
JesaTb, a eCJd HeT, TO H mnojxaBHO. [lepBHIX MBI TepneTb He MOXeM
3a ropAOCTb, BTOPHIX — 32 HHYTOKeCTBO. CJIOBOM, OT DPOJCTBEHHHKOB
Jyulle AepKaTbCs MOAAJbLIE.

— Ho... s coBcem He 3Ha0 CBOMX poaHuedl,— poOKO cKa-
3an bem6u.

— He 3a6otbrech 06 3T0# NyGauke,— npoxpunen coii.— [ToBepbTe
MHe,— JJisi Bsilllell yGelMTe/IbHOCTH Chi4 3aKaTuil [Jla3a,— INOBEPLTE
no6pomy coBery. PoncTBeHHMKM He CTOAT apy3eH. Bor mbl ¢ BaMH
npocrto pobpble 3HAKOMble, H 3TO TaK MPHUSATHO AJASA Hac OOOHX.

Bem6u xoTen GBIIO BCTaBUTb CJIOBO, HO CHIY €My He AaJl:

— Bl ewe Tak Mosonb, n0BepbTeCh MOeMy ONBITY. §1 NOHHMalO
TOJIK B 3THX Bellax. BrnpoyeM, MHe He NpOCTO BMeIIHBATbC B BalllH
ceMeHHble OTHOLIEHUS.

On rny6OKOMBICTIEHHO 3aKaTWJ/ rja3a, W JHLO ero CTajo TaKHM
OTpPEULIEHHBIM H 3HAYWTE/bHBIM, UTO DeMOu He OTBaXKMJICSA BO3paXKarThb...

OpnHaXApl CIyYHIOCh CTpPALIHOE...

YTpo 3TOro HOHS BHIAAJOCh CBeXKe€e M POCHCTOe, Ha Hebe HH 06-
Jauka. Kaxercs, cunibHee OGBIYHOro 6JiaroyxaJl OCBeXKEHHbIH BJaroi
HOYH KyCTapHHUK, H MOJIsiHA LIMPOKUMH BOJIHAMH CJlajla BO BCE€ KOHIbI
CBOHU TMpsiHblEe 3amaxH.
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— Tlu-u! — ckasanu cHHMLBI, TPOCHYBIIUCD.

CkasajlH cOBCeM THXO, Bellb IO 3€MJIE ellle CTEJIMJICSA CEepOBaThIi
cympak. CHOBa Halo/Iro BOLapujach THIIMHA. 3aTeM OTKYJa-TO CBEPXY
npo3Byya/jii pe3KdHe, TOpPTaHHble Trojoca BOpPOH. ToTyac OTKJMKHY-
Jlach COpOKa: ' .

— Ya-ya-ra-pa! Y He AyMaer JH KTO, YTO i CIIIO?

M T1yT Ha MHOXeCTBO J1afoB 3alle6eTaJd COTHH TOHEHbKHX
rOJI0COB:

— [lny, nuny, Thio, TIOHTB, TIOHTB, ThiO!

B 3TOM romoHe eille YyBCTBOBAJIMCh U COH M CyMEPKH, HO C KaXAO#H
MHMHYTOH OH 3BYy4YaJl BCe CBeXee U pajoCTHee.

Ho Bot npuseren depHbit Apo3x u ycenacss Ha Bepxylike Oyka. OH
BHIOpaJ caMylo BBICOKYIO BETOYKY, TOHEHbKYIO U OCTPO MpOpe3aBllyio
rony6oBaThiii BO3HYX, H, OIJISIfieB IIPOCTOpP IOBEPX LEPEBbEB, YBUAEJ
Ha BOCTOKe MaJjeBo-cepoe, 6yaTo ycraJoe, He6o, 3alBeTalollee MOJIO-
noit 3apeii. U ppo3p Hauan cBow mnpuBercTBeHHYIO MecHb. OH Gbla
JIHIIb YyTh T€MHee BETOYKH, Ha KOTOPOH CHAEJ, ero maJjieHbKoe YepHoe
Tejiblle HAaNOMHHAJAO YBSIALIMHA JIUCTOK, HO €ro IecHsl JIMHKYIOUIUM
THMHOM pasjuBajach Haj TMpPOCHYBUIMMcA JecoM. Bce oxwuio.

3abunu  3a06/MKH, 3allejKajJd MaJMHOBKM M Lleryb. ['poMKo
XJIOTasi KpbUIbsiMH, ToJyOH mNepesneTaju ¢ BeTKH Ha Berky. Opasu
(dasaHbl, CJOBHO Yy HHX pa3pbiBajoch ropjo. C TyruM H MACKUM LIO-
pOXOM cJjleTallH OHH C [JepeBbeB, CJAYXHBIIUX HM AJs HOYJera, H,
pasopBaB ropTaHb MeTaJJIHYECKHM BOIJIEM, HAYUHAJU THXO BOPKOBATh.
Bricoko B HeGe BOMHCTBEHHO H JIHKYIOUlE B3bIBAJH COKOJIBI:

— Hsa-us-usal..

Baowsio coguue.

— Jlbio, Apto! — 3BOHKO mporesa HBOJIra.

Ona neraja Mex BeTBeil B3aj M BIEpel, M €€ KeJTEHbKOe Kpyr-
JIEHbKOe TeJsbllie CBEPKaJIO B JlydaX 30J0TOH MyJbKOH.

bem6u BHIIen u3-3a craporo ayb6a Ha nosasaHy. OHa cBepkaJia
pocol, OsaroyxaJjia BJa*XHOH TpaBoH, 3emned W UBeTaMH. B wueil
owlyuiajacsi Tpener 6ecUUCIEHHBIX XH3HeH.

MHoro 3HakoMmbIX cobpanoch ceiluac Ha nojsine. Tam cupen apyr-
npusiTedb 3asl H, Ka3aloCb, Pa3AyMbIBajJ O KaKHX-TO BaKHbIX Bellax.
He crneinra nporynusaJicsa GiaaropofHuifi Ga3aH; OH NMOKJeBbIBaJ B Tpase
H TOpPOH CTOPOXKKO O3Mpajcs, ero H3yMpPyAHOe TopJjo CBepKaJo
Ha COJIHLe.

A noutu psigoMm ¢ Bem6u cTossi He3HAKOMBIH MOJOLOH OJIEHb.
BrniepBble B XKH3HM OKa3aJsicsi BemOu Tak GJH3KO OT B3pOCJOrO OJIEHS.
UyTb 3ac/ioHeHHBIH KycTamH Gy3HHBI, CTOS OH HEABH)XXHMO NPOTHB
bem6u. bembu ToXe 3amep.

A uro, eciM OJieHb COBCEM BHIAZET U3 KyCTOB — HocmeeT jiH Dembu
3arOBOPUTbL C HHM?

Hazno nocosetoBaThbesi ¢ MaTtepbio. bem6u ornsinyscsi, Ho MaTh Obla
Jlaneko, oHa pa3roBapHBajia c terell DHHOH. BemOH He nBurajcs, OH
nepexxuBaJjl My4yHTe/bHble cOMHeHHs. YToObl momacTb K MaTepy, OH
fosxeH Obll NPONTH MHMO MoJojgoro oJjens. bem6u Haxcgua 3TO
HENPUIHYHBIM. :
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«AX,— nymajn oH,— 3ayeM MHe cripauiuBaTb Mamy! Beab roBopu.
e co MHOH CrapelillMil, a 51 M CJOBEYKOM He OOMOJIBHJICSI MaMe.
[Tonpobyio cam 3aroBOpuTb ¢ MOJOABIM ojieHeM. [lycTb Bce yBUAAT,
KaK si ¢ HUM pasrosapuBaio. 51 ckaxy: «C no6GpeiM yTpoM, rocrnogHH!»
He wmoxer ke oH paccepautbcss Ha 3T0. A eClH  paccepAMTCH,
a1 yaepy...»

N Bce xe Bem6u npoponkan konebaTbes.

Ho BOT M0J100H OJleHb BBICTYIHJ H3-32 KyCTOB GY3HHBHI.

«Celiuac 51 ckaxy emy...» — nogyman bem6Gu.

W Tyt ynapua rpom.

bem6u Bech cikasics, He IMOHUMAasi, 4TO cayuyujock. OH Bupgen
TOJIKO, YTO MOJIOAOH OJieHb BBICOKO MOAINPHITHYJ H KHMHYJCA B ually.
OH npoHeccsi coBceM 6Ju3ko ot BemGu...

Bem6u pacrepsinHo o3upascsi. CrpalllHell packaT rpoma elle 3BY-
yaj B ero Tteje. OH BHAEJ, KaK MaTb, TeTss JHHa, 060 n Panauna Ku-
HYJHCb K Jlecy, Kak 1ocje KOPOTKOro 3amellaTejbCTBa MOCKaKaJj TyAa
’Ke ApYr-NpHATeNb 3adll H BAOTOH €My, BBICOKO 3ajHpasl rojeHacthble
Hord, nomyajcs ¢asad. OWyTHJ OH M MIHOBEHHYIO LENEHSLLYI TH-
ILMHY, OXBATHBIUYIO MOJSHY H Jec, noxobpascs W MNPLITHYJ B 4Yally.

BemOu He cpmenas u TpeX NPBHIKKOB, KaK HATKHYJCA Ha MOJOILOTO
oJieHsi, npocreproro Ha 3emJe. llupokas pBanasi paHa 3uana Ha ero
IJjleye, U3 paHbl CTPYHJacb KPOBb. )

— He ocranasnuBaiicsi! — ycablnan oH psinom ¢ coGoi. Jto Gblia
maTtb.— bBeru! — kpuuana ona.— Beru uto ectb cuibi!

OTtuasiHHblit 30B MaTepu copBaj Bem6Gu ¢ Mecra, OH YCTpeMHJ-
Csl Briepen.

— UYro 310 6BlNO, MaMa? — cnpocHa OH Ha Gery.— Yro 370 GBLIO?

H, 3ap0XHyBLIKCh, MaThb OTBETHJA:

— 310 6bla... OH!..

HakoHel OHH OCTaHOBHJIMCb B H3HEMOXEHHH.

— UYro BBl ckadaau? $l npouly MOBTOPHTb, YTO BHl cKadaju! —
JlOHeccs1 CBEpXy T0JIOCOK.

BeMO6u nonHsa rojoBy H YBHAEN CIIyCKAIOLLYIOCS IO BEeTBAM OeJiouKy.

— § cnenoBana 3a Bamu! — kpuuasa- oHa.— Her, 3to yxxacHo!

— BHl 6blM npu 3TOM? — CNpOCHAAa MaTh.

— Cawmo co6oit pasymeercsi! — oTBeTHsa Genouka.— §1 no cux nop
BCA Lpoxy!

Ona ycenach cToJOGHMKOM, ONEpLIMCh Ha CBOH IYLIMCTHIH XBOCT
M BBICTABHB Y3eHbKylo Oenyio IpyAKY; TNepelHHe JalKH OHa Npuxkana
K [PYAH, CJOBHO KJSTBEHHO NOATBEPXKIAas MCTHHHOCTb CBOHMX CJIOB:

— $1 BHe cebs, A norpsiceHa A0 rayOGHHB HyLuy!

— OJTo HenmocTH)XHMoO! — cKa3ana maTb.— HHKTO H3 Hac He BH-
zen Ero.

— Hy! — ropsiuo Bckpuuyana Gesouka.— Bbt omnbaerech, 1 3ame-
tuna Ero paBHbiM-paBHO!

— 51 Toxe! — npokpuuan gpyro# roJoc.

d10 OnlJla COpPOKa, OHAa MOAJETeJia W OINyCTHJIach Ha BETKy.
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— Fl" TOXe! — pasfajioch rpe-To elle Bblllle: TaM Ha CydyKe CH-
nena conka.

A ¢ Bepxywek [1epeBbeB MpPauyHO TNPOKapKalu JBe BOPOHbI:

— Mul Toxe Buneau Ero!

Tak roBopuJjn JiecHble oGuTaTesNH, HanyraHHoie u 00O03JIEHHBIE.

— §l npunoxuja orpomMHele ycuausi,— ropopuia Oejouka, KJST-
BEHHO MpHXKHMasi K TIpyaH Jalku,— Ha, OrPOMHble YCHJusi, UYTOGHI
npenynpeauTbs 6e4HOro I0HOLLY. '

— W 5,— npucoenununaco coiika,— 51 KpHuaja eMy, HO OH He XO-
TeJ MeHsi CJAyIlaTh.

— MeHs OH TOXe He IocJyllaj,— 3aTapaTopHja CcOpoKa.—
A s au He Kpuuana, A Ju He crapasace! §1 y)Ke xorena nonsereTb
K HeMY, HO TYT-TO Kak pa3 BCe M CJYUHJIOCb.

— Moii rojoc rpomue, ueM y Bac BCEX, BMeCTe B3HTbiX, H A KpH-
Yaja BO BCIO MOYb,— FOPbKO CKa3ajla BOPOHAa,— HO HX BBLICOYECTBO
o0pallaloT CAMILIKOM MaJjio BHUMaHHSI Ha TaKHX, KaK MHl.

— JeficTBHTE/IBHO, CJAMIIKOM MaJjo,— NMOATBepAnja 6ejoyKa.

— Mbl cpenanu 4to Morsu,— 3alucepuJia coOpoKa,— M €CaH Cay-
YHJIOCh HECYACTbe, TO HAC HH B YeM HeJb3si OOBHHHTb.

— Tako#t KpacuBblil 0HOWIA! — COKPYLUEHHO cKa3saJjla GeslouKa.—
B camom pacusere sert!..

— I'xa! — npockpunena coiika.— Bbl1 66l OH He TAaKUM 3aHOCYH-
BbIM M NOGOJbIIE ciayliaj Obl Hac...

— Jla oH BoBce He 3aHOCuuBHIH,— Bo3pasuna Gesouka.— He 6Go-
Jlee, 4yeM ApyrHe MPHHLbI H3 €ro poja.

— M croab ke rayn! — 3acmessiace colka.

— Twl cama rayna! — 3akpuuaja BopoHa cBepxy.— Bcemy Jgecy
M3BeCTHa TBOS TJynoctb!

— $1? — ocronbeneno nostopuaa coiika.— § rayna? Ilepsmiii pas
cabiy!  BeiTh  MoxeT, HemMHOro 3abbiBUMBa, HO TJyna — 3TO
HeBeposiTHO!

— Kak Bam yropHo,— cka3ajia BOpoHa cO B310XOoM.— 3abynbTe
BCe, YTO si cka3aJja. Ho onHo 3anomHuTe: npuHU noru6G He MOTOMY,
yro OblJ Jyn MJM 3aHOCYHB, a IOTOMY, YTO HHKTO HE MOXET Ipo-
THBOCTOSITh Emy!

— TI'xa! — ckpunnyaa coilka.— He BbiHOWly nOAOOHHIX pPa3roBo-
poB! — U ynerena.

Bopona npopnonxana:

— W B moem kaaHe OH yHuutOXuJ MHOrHX. On yOuBaer, Koria
3axoueTr. Y1 HHUTO He MOXET MOMOUYb HAM...

— Mbl  Bce JOMXKHBI  OBbITb HaCTOpPOXKE,— 3aMeTHJa COpOKa.

—- Pasymeercsi,— neuajibHO corjacunacb BopoHa.— Jlo cBulaHbs.

Oua mnosnerena npoyb, a Bejed 3a HeH M BCsi BOpOHbsi CTasl.

Bem6u orasimencsi. Marepu He Obl1O PAAOM.

«O yem OHM roBopuau? — ayman Bem6u.— Kro Takoit OH, 0 KO-
TopoM oHu TBepasiT? He Tor su OH, KOTOPOTO si BCTPETHJ ONHAXKABI
Ha nporanuue? Ho Bexp meHsi-ro OH He y6ua?..»

W tyr Bem6u npeacraBujcs MONOHOH OJIeHb, JeXalUWid B Jyxe
co6cTBeHHOH KpOBH. MepTBbil, HEJBHXKHBIH...
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A nec cHoBa pasauBaJIiCs Ha THICSYH TOJIOCOB, M COJIHIlE NMPOHH3BI-
BaJI0 ero TpsiMBIMH, LIMPOKUMH Jydyamu. Bcioly uapua ceer, OJaaro-
yXaja JIMCTBa, BBEPXY 3BE€HeJa KJIMY COKOJa, BHM3y pacchiiajcs Xo-
XOTOK AsiTda, OYyATO HHMYero W He cayuusocb. Ho Bce 3T0 He pajoBalio
bem6u: uto-TO TeMHOe HaBaJuBajsoch Ha Aywy. OH He NMOHMMAJ, Kak
MoryT apyrue OwbiTb Oe33abGoTHB M Becesabl. Benp XHM3Hb Tak TpyAHa
H onacHa! YKpeITbcsi Gbl B JIECHOH IJIyXOMaHH, B NOTaHHOM, HHKOMY
He AOCTYMHOM yGerKullle, U CKOPOTaTb TaM XKH3Hb THXO W HENPHUMETHO.
3auem eMy noJisiHa CO BCEMH CBOMMH pajOCTSIMH, €CJIH 3a HHX IpH-
XOJAHTCH TaK KECTOKO pacIlylayuBaThCsi?..

Yro-to 3amypmano B Kycrax. bem6Gu OGbicTpo 06epHyJics: Tiepef
HUM cTosia Crapedlini.

Bem6u cxkaacsi, rotoBblit o6patutbcsi B OerctBo. Craphiii OJleHb
rjsiiel Ha Hero CBOUMH OPPOMHBIMH, TIJyOOKMMH, TPOH3HTEb-
HBIMY TJla3aMH:

— Tl Obla1 nipH 3TOM?

— Jla,— cnasaeHHo nporoopus bemGu: ero cepaue GMI0CH MOYTH
y camoro ropaa.

— TI'ne tBOst MaTh? — crnpocus CrapeHIuuii.

— 51 ue 3Hai,— rpycTHO oTBeTHN BemGH.

CrapeiiulMii cBEpJIH €ro CBOUM B3TJISIZIOM:

— U Tol He 30Bellb ee?

BemOu B3rasinys Ha NoJIHYIO JOCTOMHCTBa Mepliawmoulylo cepe6pom
rojIoBy, Ha BEHUAIOILYIO ee LLapCTBEHHYIO KOPOHY, H Cepalie ero BApYr
HCIIOJHUJIOCh MYXKeCTBa.

— %1 mory OHTb OMH,— CKa3aJl OH.

CrapefiLiyii HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi AeprKaJjl ero Ha INpHlese CBOUX yIWBH-
TeJIbHBIX TJ1a3, 3aTeM YYThb MsSrye CIIPOCHJI:

— Tol TOT camblil MaJibllll, KOTOPHIH MJIaKaJj, ocTaBLIKCL 6e3 maTepu?

Bem6u cmyTtuics, HO cpa3y oBnages coGoi:

— Jla, 3T0 1.

CrapeHIllHfi cmoTpes Ha Hero moJgua, Ho Bem6Gu nouyausack Jacka
B rny6HuHe ero B3IJisifa.

— Tol BeIOpaHusa MeHs TorAa, CrapeHlHit! — BOCKJAHKHYJ OH
nopeiBUCTO.— Beab s Oosiicd ocraBaTbesi OZMH. A Tenepb si He
Gotoch Gogibiue!

Tor cmorTpesn Bce Tak e HcnbITyloule, HO bemOGu nokasaJjoch,
YTO OH 4YYTb IIPHUMETHO YJbIOHYJCS.

— Urto cayunsoch ceropHs? — ocMenes, cka3zan bem6u.— Kro Ta-
ko 3ror OH, 0 KoTopoMm Bce roBopsit?..— BeMOH ocekcsi noj B3rjsi-
IOM OJleHsl, CBEDKHYBIUHM TEMHBIM OTHEM.

Crapefiuii cmorpen mumo BemGH, Bhajb, 3aTeM MeJIEHHO MNpO-
rOBODHJI:

— ¥Ymel caymarb, ymeil 4ysiTb, yMeldl CMOTpeTb. YMmell caMm No3Ha-
BaTb XH3Hb.— OH TNOAHsSIJ BEHUYAHHYIO TroJioBy.— Byas cyactiauB.—
M, He npubaBuB HU CJIOBa, HCues...

BeMOH ocrajcsi OOMH, U €My CHOBa B3IPYCTHYJOCh, HO TYT B ylIax
€ro npo3ssyyaJju npoulajbHule caoBa Crapefluero:

«byab cuactaus!..»
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W He3HakoMoOe 4yBCTBO TOPAOCTH BOLLIO eMy B Aywy. Ila, »KH3Hb
TPYAHAa H IOJHA OnacHocTell, HO 4TO OBl HHM JKJAAJO €ro BIepelH,
OH He 6OMTCS >KH3HH.

Bem6u He crniemra yray6uJjcsi B Jec...

Co craporo ny6a, mperpa)kiaBlLiero BbIXOJ Ha MNOJISIHY, MeLJIEHHO
KpyKach, cjeres Juct. M ¢ apyrux nepeBbeB TO pa3iyMuHBO-INIABHO,
TO CTPEMHTEJLHO BBHHYMBAasicb B BO3AYyX, oOjeTa/ny KpacHble, XeJ-
Tble, B MPAMOPUCTBHIX Pa3BOJAX JIHCTbS.

JleHb 3a nHeM, AeHb 3a [IHEM...

BbicOKO Haj oOcTajJbHBIMWH BETBSIMHM, JOCTHTasi YyTb JH He cepe-
JHUHBI MOJISTHBI, TPOCTHPAJICS MOTYUYH# cyK craporo ny6a. Ha camom ero
KOHILe, YyTh NOKa4yHBasich Ha ocjlabeBUIMX UYepeHKax, ABa JIHCTKA BeJH
THXHU# Pa3roBop.

— Kak Bce n3MeHujaocb! — cKa3as OAHH JIHCT APYTOMY.

— Jla,— noarBepius Aapyroil.— MHorve YyuJH CerojHsi HOYbIO.
Kaxkercsi, Mbl 1Moc/elHHe OCTaNHCb HA HallleM CYKY.

— Hukto He Bepaer, Korga MpHAET K HeMy KOHell,— cKa3al
nepBoll.— [ToMHHIIb, elle OBIJIO TEIJIO U SICHO CBETHJO COJHBIIIKO,
H BIPYr IOPHIB BETpPa HJHM XJECT JHBHA HEXJAHHO-HerajaHHO IpH-
HocuJM TrHOes b MHOTUM M3 Hac, MOJIOABIM H Kpenkum. PasBe 3Haellb,
6/1130K JM, HajieK Ju TBOH KoHel?

— Cefluac CcOJHLIE CBETHT TaK peIKO,— B3[0XHYJ BTOPOH.—
U ceer ero ue npubasiasier cuJ.

— IlpaBra Jau,— ckasan nepsulil,— npaBja JM, YTO, KOTAA Mb
onajeM, Hallle MeCTO 3afiMyT ApyrHe JIUCTbSl, @ 3a HUMH elle APYTHe,
H TaK 6e3 KoHua?

— IlpaBpa,— npoientas BTopo#t JHcT.— HO He cTOMT aymaTh
06 3TOM, 5TO Bhillle HALIEro MOHMMAHHS.

— M or 3TOro CTaHOBHTCS TaK TPYCTHO..— A00aBHJ TEpBbIA.

Ouu nomoJsiuajiid, 3aTeM TepBbd, CJAOBHO TMpo cebs, cKasaxa:

— Ho nouemy ke Mbl JOJKHBI ONacTb?

L pyroit cnpocua:

— A uto Gyner ¢ HamH, Korga Mbl Oonajem?

— Mbl OKaXxeMCsl BHH3Y.

— A uro Tam, BHH3Y?

— He 3Haw,— otBeuas nepBbii.— OfHU rOBOPAT OAHO, ApYyrHe —
npyroe. Pa3Be y3Haelub, rae npasna?

OHu BHOBBL NOMOJYAJH, 3aTEM BTOPOH CIIPOCHJIL:

— A Tam, BHu3y, MH Oymem uto-HHOYJb UyBCTBOBaThb, CO3HaBaTh.

— Kro moxeT 310 cka3zate? Hu OAMH He BepHyJCS OTTYAA...

W cHoBa HacTynuio MosuaHHe. 3aTeM IepBHIH JIMCT C HEXHOC-
TBIO CKa3aJ:

— He rpyctu tak. Tbl Bech Tpernelellb.

— Ax uer! §1 TonbKO 4yThL-4yTh NoAparuBalo. ho Beap HE HYB-
cTByellb ce6Gsl TaK MPOUYHO, KaK Npexpie...

— OcrtaBuM 3TOT pa3roBOp,— CKa3aJj NepBbH JHCT.

— Yro X, ocTaBuM. Ho 0 4em e HaMm TOrja roBOPHTbL?
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OH yMOJIK, 3aTeM NPOTOBOPHJ THXO:

— W Haw uyac 6Gausok.. Yeii Ke paHblle HACTYNHT 4Yepenr..

— He O6ynem 06 3ToM,— cka3as nepBbiii JucT.— [laBaih Jydiue
BCIIOMHHM, KaK XOpOLLUO, KaK YAMBHUTEJIbHO XOpolo Gbljo Ham paHblie!
[ToMHMIIb, KaK Trpejo cojaHue, Kak Oypauiu B HaAC COKH JKH3HH?P
[ToMHub? A >KHUBHUTE/NBbHAsi poca B YTPeHHHe yacel? A Msrkue, uy-
JleCHblE HOYM?..

— Ceituac HoOYM yXKacHbl,— 3ameTHs Bropoil.— M pmasitca OGec-
KOHEYHO.

— Mbl He [OJKHBI JKaJiOBaTbCs,— CKa3aJl MepBbIH JHMCT,— Belb
Mbl BCEX TMEPEXKHJIH.

— 41 npaBaa oyeHb M3MEHHMJICA? — XKaJOOGHO CNPOCHN BTOPOH JIHCT.

— Huckoabko! — y6exxneHHo ckasan nepBoiit.— Tbhl HHCKOJBKO
He U3MeHHJICSl. DTO A MOXKEJNTeN W CMOPILHJCSH, a Thl — Thl BCe TaKOH Xe
Kpacasell.

— Ax, ocraBb! — npepBaJji BTOpPO#i.

— Her, npaBpa! — neiko BoCK/JIMKHYJ nepBolil.— Thl  Kpacus,
KaK B NepBbiii fAeHb. A MajieHbKHe KeJThle NMPOXKHIOUYKH, ejie-ejie MpHu-
MeTHbIE, OueHb Te6e HAYT. YK rnoBepb MHe!

— Cnacubo Tebe,— pactporaHdo npoiuentan Bropoid.— 1 TeGe
He Beplo... He coBceM Beplo... Ho cnacu6o 3a TtBoto no6pory. Tel Bcerna
6bi1 go6p kKo MHe! §1 ToOsBKO ceilidac TMOHSJ, KakOW Tbl LOOpHIA.

— 3amonun! — ckasaa nepBbil H 3amojayaj cam, I[OTOMY 4TO
60/1b ero 6bla CAHLIKOM CHJIbHA.

Tak, B MoJYaHHH, NMPOILIY HaChl.

[TopeiB MOKpOro Berpa NMpoOCKBO3WJI JiEC.

— Ax, Bor oHo!..— nporosopui BrTOpoH Jucr.— ..— OH no-
TEPST TONOC H, MArKO OTOPBABLIHCH OT CyKa, NOJIeTeJ BHH3.

Hacrana 3uma.

Mup HeysHaBaemo u3meHusica. M Heserko 6biio BemGu npucrnoco-
6uTbcst K 3TOMY H3MeHMBIIemycsi MHpPY. Ha cmeHy mnpexxHemy G6o-
raTcTBy npuulia Huulera. Bem6u cuutan yem-TO camo co6Goi pasyMmero-
IHMCSl, YTO €ro OKpYKaJju H3GLITOK ¥ HOBOJIbCTBO, YTO OH HHUKOTrAa
He 3HaJ HeNOCTaTKa B efle, UTO claj OH B INpeKpacHOH, y6paHHOH
3€JIeHbI0 XHXKHHE M pasryJuBaj B KpacHBOH, TJaleHbKOH KpacHOH
uy6ke. Ho Tenepb Bce cTajlo no-dHOMY...

IlpaBna, nepemena wWa mocTeneHHO M MOHavaly [Laxe panosaJja
Bem6u. OH ¢ ynoBosbcTBUEM HabJofal, Kak rycToH Gesbii TymaH,
[0 yTpaM OKYTHIBAIOLUUH TOJISIHY, MeIJIEHHO Tasyl C MEepBbIMH JYy4YaMH
COJIHLA M yHOCWJCS B 4yTb rosyGeiollee paccBeTHoe He6o. Emy Hpa-
BHJICAI HMHell, 3a60TJIMBO YyKpallaBLUHi# cBOeH KoJlouell 6aXpoOMKOH Bce
BETOUKH M TpaBHHKH. C OCTpbIM BOJIHEHHEM MpHCIaylHBajcs DemGu
K peBy CBOMX MOTyuYHX pOJHueH, ceBepHbiXx OoraTwipeil. Bech Jec
coaporajcsi OT TPOMOBBIX KJu4YeH BbICOKOPOAHHIX. CJlajkuii Tpener
oxBaTbiBaJ cepale bem6u. «Kak Bce OrpomMHO, BeIHYECTBEHHO Y BLICO-
KOPOAHHIX! — nyman oH.— HMX KOpoHBI noj craTh Ppa3BeCHCTBIM Je-
pPeBbSAM, HX roj0oca MOTYT IMOCMNOPUTb C TPOMOM». 3ac/blliaB Oyepes-
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HOH KJIMY, OH 3aMHpaJ B HeIBHXKHOCTH. BJyiacTHOe XKesaHHe 3BYy4aJjo
B TOM KJIHYe, HEHCTOBas TOCKa, THeBHOe, TOpJOe HeTepHeHHe.

W B kakoii-To MoMmeHT cTpax oxBatbiBai Bem6u. [IpotuB BosH 3TH
rojjoca noaaeasjad ero. M xors OH ropauics cBoeH 6J1aropomHoOH
pOolHeH, MX HeNOCTYNHOCTh Bbi3biBasia B HeM pasgpakende. O uyB-
cTBOBaJ ce6s1 OCKOpGJeHHBIM, YHHXKEHHBIM, CaM He oTAaBasi cebe oTuera
noyemMy. Her, OH HHMKOrAa He CTaHeT HCKaTh C HHUMH OJH30CTH.

Korpa e muHOBaja mnopa JiIOGBH BBICOKOPOAHBIX H 3aMOJK TIpo-
MOBOH packaT MX npu3biBoB, Bem6M craj npuMeuaTbh M ApYrHe BellH.
Bponst Houblo mo Jiecy HJIM JiexXa B CBOeH XHXKHHe, OH CJblIaj He-
YMOJIUHBIH [OpoX onajalowux jguctees. Uypago, wenecreno, norpec-
KHBaJI0 BO BCeX yroJkax Jjeca. Hexwubléi cepeGpucThlil 3BOH Gecmpec-
TaHHO M3JIMBAJICA C BepXYILIeK JepeBbeB Ha 3eMJI0. Bblio yauBHTENBHO
NPHUATHO CJabllIaTh €ro, Npocelnasicb, ¥ TaK XOpolo ObLIO 3achinaTh
noJ 3TO TaHHCTBEHHOe, 4yJeCHoe NepellenThiBaHHe!

Tenepb nMcTBa noKpbiBaJja BCIO 3eMJIIO H NIPH KaX[OM Lliare 'poMKO
Xpyckana. Beceno 6bly0 pacuiBbipuBaTh ee HOraMH B pasHble CTOPOHHBI.
Jlucrea wenecrena: «lH-m-mw-m!s — HexxHo, csetso, cepe6pucro. Uyrt-
KHH LIOPOX JIMCTBBI GblJ HE TOJBKO NMPHATEH — OH NPHHOCHJ HEMaJyio
nonb3y. B 3TH IHU He K ueMy CTaJjio HanpsAraTb 4yThe H cAyX. 3aueMm
BHIOXHBATbCSH, BCAYLWIHUBATbCA, €C]M JHCTBA H3JajeKka npefaynpexaaer
O BCAKOM MOJO3DHUTENbHOM IBHXeHuH B Jecy. «MI-m-m!— cyxo
H 3BOHKO IUypliaT onabllHe JaHucTbs.— [lonpo6y#t KTo noakpacTbCs
He3aMedyeHHbIM!»

Ho BoT 3apsinun poxab. C paHHero yTpa W A0 NO3JHEro Beuepa
JIWJ OH He NlepecTaBasi; BCIO HOUb HANpoJeT llyMesa U HlyMmMesa OH [0 ca-
MOro yTpa M MOCJe KODOTKOH TepeibllIKH BHOBb INPHHHUMAJCH JIUTb
¢ ocBeXeHHOH cujod. Bospyx Gbli mponuTaH Bjarod, Bo BCeM Jecy
He oCTajJoCh HH OJHOro CyXxoro Mecteuka. [Ipuw KaXQoH mnombiTKe
YILMINHYTh TPAaBKYy POT MIHOBEHHO HAMOJHSAJCA BONOH, H CTOMJIO JIMIUb
cjerka norepebUTb KYCTHK, UTOO NOTOKHM BOAB 3aJIMJIM IJa3a U HOC.

Tenepp Bem6u u3Benan, Kak My4YHTeJbHO AE€Hb H HOUb HAaXOLHThCS
BO BJIACTH CTYJeHbIX NMOTOKOB Boabl. OH, mpaBaa, elle He Mep3 Io-
HaCTOsILLleMy, HO OH TOCKOBaJl MO TemJy H XKaJjKo Tpsiccs B CBOeH
HaCcKBO3b IIPOMOKLIel wWyO6Ke.

JluctBa yxe GoJblue ne wypiuasa. OHa Jexasna Ha 3emJe, MAr-
Kasl U TsiXKeJsasl, CipecCOBaHHan NOXAEM H MoTepsiBUlasi CBOK YYTKOCTb.

A 3atem 3apyJ ceBepHblii Betep, H BemMGy y3HaJs, 4TO Takoe MOpO3.
Kak Hu npuxumaiics K MaTepd, HHYTO He 3aLUUTHT TeOs OT CTYXKM.
Ilpexxne Tak npusaTHO OBbLIO JleXXaTb B TECHOTE XHXKHHBI, YYBCTBYS
KHBOE MaTepHHCKoe TemJo ¢ OAHoro 6GoKa, HO cefdac 3TO Tero
He coobL1anoch Tesy, MPOHU3aHHOMY JIeASTHOH 03HOOBIO.

Berep ayn nenHo v HoulHo. Kasanocb, B GelleHoi 3J00e xouer
OH BBIDBAaTb C KOpDHeM JleC M yHEecTH ero Ipoub HJH, pacTpenas B BO3-
AyXe, YHHUUTOXKHTb. JlepeBbsi CKpHIEJIH B MOTy4eM NPOTHBOGOPCTBE,
OHH CTOMKO COMPOTHBJISJIMCH SIPOCTHOMY HaTHcKy. Cablliajcsi HX CTO-
HYUIH# TpecK, CJbIILAJHCh TPOMKHE BBICTpPEJbl JOMNaBUIHXCH CY4beB,
cAblLIAaNCs SIPOCTHBI FPOXOT CJOMAHHOTO cTBoJa GO0JbLIOrO NepeBa
M TOpPECTHbIHl BCXJIMI, BbIPBABILUMiiCS M3 BCEeX paH ero pas6uTOrO,

201



yMHpawllero Teja. 3aTeM He CTaJlo CJBILIHO HHYEro, KpoMe BeTpa:
€ro yrpiombiii BoH 3arjyiiaj Bce ocCTaJibHble 3BYKH.

Tyr-To W npuwaa Hyxaa. Berep M QoXKAb 4HMCTO cleJafH CBoe
nejso. Hu omHoro jMcrouka He COXpaHHJIOCh Ha KycTax H AEPEBbSIX.
JlecHble HCMOJIHHBL CTOSLIH Harue, 060GpaHHble U KaJOGHO MPOCTHPaJH
K He6y CBOM rojble KOpHYHEeBble BeTBH-pYKH. TpaBa Ha JyKaike Io-
JKyXJla U cTajia TaKoil Hu3eHbKOH, 6yATO Bpocia Hasaj B 3emiio. [osol
H 6ecnpHIOTHOH Bbiryisifesna XHxHHa. C Tex Nnop Kak HCueasH ee 3esieHble
CTeHBl, TaM y»Ke Hesb3fl ObLIO UYBCTBOBaTb ce0f1 TaK HaleXHO, Kak
npexzae, K TOMY Ke CO BCeX CTOPOH NMPOH3HUTENbHO AYJIO...

OpHaXAbB YTpPOM MOJIOAEHbKAsi COpOKa JeTesia Hal JyXKaHKoH.
Uro-To Gesoe, mnpoxJajHoe ynajo ed Ha TIJjia3a CBeTJIOH M JerkoH
ByaJslbKOM, elle M eule, H BOT MHPHaAbl OeJbiX, MAFKHX, CBEPKalOUIHX
XJlonbeB 3apesiyin BoKpyr Hee. CopoKa 3axJjonaJia KpblIbfIMH H B3Mblja
BBepX. TuleTHo. Msrkue, mnpoxJaaaHble XJonbfl CJENWIH el raasa
u 3necb. OHa ewle HabGpasa BHICOTY.

— He Tpyaurtech nonanpacsy, moporasi! — KpHKHyJa eil BOpOHa,
JeTeBllasi B TOM )K€ HalpaBJieHWH.— Bam He YHTH OT 3THX XJIONbEB.
ITO CHer.

— CHer? — y[UBJEHHO IOBTOpHJAa COpOKa, G6OpsACh C MeTeJsblo.

— Hy na,— ckasana Bopona.— Ceiiuac 3uMa, U 3TO CHer.

— Ilpocrurte,— ckasana copoka,— A TOJIbKO B Mae BhIlLIa
U3 rue3na. S He 3HalO, UTO TaKoe 3uUMa.

— DBuiBaer,— 3amerusna Bopona.— Ho uuuero, Bel eule y3Haere!..

«Pa3 3To cHer,— moaymajia CcoOpoKa,— MHe Jy4ile IPHCECTb».

W ona onycrusnack Ha BeTKy osibXH. BopoHa mnoJsetena paJjblue.

Bem6u BHauane o6papoBascs chery. Korma napanu Gesble 3Be3-
JIOYKH, BO3JlyX CTAHOBHJICA THX W MSTOK, a NPOCTOpP Ka3ajcs OGHOBJIEH-
HbIM H pajfocTHbIM. CTOWJIO OpPOTJISIHYTb COJIHBILIKY, KaK 6ejoe MOKpHI-
BaJjo 3eMJM 3aropaJjoch SIpKHMH OJecTKaMH; OHO TaK CHsJIO U CBep-
KaJjo, yTo Gosiesin riasa.

Ho Bckope Dem6Gu mnepectran papgoBaTbesl cHery. llpuxomunoch
IoJiIro pasrpebaTb ero, 4ToObl OTHICKaTb XOTb HECKOJIbKO TPABHHOK.
Cyxo# cHer 60JbHO KoJoJcs, U Hanao OblJIO BHHUMAaTesNbHO CJELHTh
3a TeM, uTo6bl He mopauuth HorH. C I'o6o Tak u cayuusaocs. Ho T'o6o
BooOLle Obl1 TaKoH GecrnOMOLUHBIH, 32 HHM HYy»KeH OblJl ryia3 Ja rjas...

Tenepr oHH mnouTH BCce BpeMsi NpoBOAWAM BMecre. Ters DHHa
UTO HM JeHb NPHUXOAWJIA B FOCTH CO CBOMMH pebaTtamu. B ux kpyry
nosieunacb U Mapena, I0Has JeBywka, nouty pebGenok. Ho kro pei-
CTBHUTEJIbHO YyMeJ OXHBJSAITb Geceny, Tak 3To crapas Tersi Herrna.
Ona Oblia JHYHOCTBIO KpaliHe cBoeoGpasHoil U 060 BceM HMesa
ocofoe MHEHHE. '

— Her,— rosopuna ona,— pneTbmu s cbita no ropso. C meHs fo-
BOJIbHO 3THX LIYTOK.

— Ho nmnouemy? — cnpawmBana Qajuna.— Pa3Be 3T0 HIyTKH?

N ters Herrtsna, nputBopsisick paccepKeHHOH, OTBeualja pe3Ko:

— Ma, u nputom 3Jble...
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Bce Oblin Kpaiine npeaynpenutesbHbl Apyr K apyry. CHAs B Kpyry,
B3poC/ible BeJM HeCKOHYaeMble pasroBOpH. JTO OYeHb pPacCHIHPSJIO
pebsiuuil Kpyrosop.

HMHorpa K HUM HOpHCOeaHHAJCA TO OJHMH, TO APYroHd H3 NpPUHLEB.
BHauajle 3To BBI3BIBAJIO HEKOTODPYIO HATAHYTOCTb, MNOTOMY UTO O€TH
po6enH, HO 3aTeM OHM MPHUBLIKAH, H Geceabl obGpenu MPEXKHIOW He-
NpUHYXIeHHOCTb. BeM6u Bocxuulascsa npuHueM PoHHO, oueHb BUIHBIM
rocloAMHOM, @ MOJIOJOTO, NpeKkpacHoro co6oil Kapyca o sawo6un camo-
3a6seHHo. Ouu cOPOCHJIM CBOH KOPOHbI, U BeM6u ¢ J06onbITcTBOM pac-
cMaTpuBaJ 0603HauyuBlUMECs HA TroJoBaX MNPHHLEB OKpyrible 6JecTs-
mye OYropkH, YycesiHHble YepPHBIMH TOYKaMH. ITO BHIIVIAAENO TakK
H3bICKaHHO!

Bbljio Heo6blYaliHO HHTEpeCcHO, Korna NpHHLBLL paccKasbiBaJju o cebe.
Y PoHHo Ha JeBol Hore GYrpuJjicsi TOJCTHIH, 3apocliMii MEXOM HapocT.
PoHHO HemMHOro npHxpamblBaj Ha JIeBYIO HOTY H HaXOAMJ HYXXHbIM
BpeMsl OT BpeMeHH yKa3biBaTh Ha 3TOT CBOH HeJNOCTAaTOK.

— Bbl, KoneuHo, 3aMeTHsH, YTO A NMPHXpaMbIBaloO?

Bce cnewmuan yBepHTb e€ro, UTo 3TO COBCeM He 3aMeTHO. POHHO
TOJbKO TOro M XoTesnocb. Ho xpomora ero M B camoM jeje Oblia
ese NpUMeTHa.

— Jla,— HauuHaa PoHHO,— 51 crmaccsl JHIIb YYAOM...

W PonHo pacckasbiBasa, kak OH 3acTaj ero oJHaXAbl BpacIJoX
U MeTHyJ B Hero oroHb. Ho Ou mnonan Ttonbko B Hory. TpecHyna
KOCTb, 60Jb Obla Hectepnumasi. [IpeBoamorasi 6oab, PoHHO KHHYJCSA
6exxath Ha Tpex Horax. Ou Gexasn Bce jaJblie W fajbliue, Ge3 nepe-
IbILIKH, TOTOMY 4YTO 4YyBCTBOBaJ, 4To ero npecienyioT. OH Gexxan
IO HacTYIUIEHHs TEMHOTbl H TOJIbKO TOrAa Aan cebe oTABIX. A HayTpo
OH CHOBa nycTujcst B GerctBo. IlouyBcTBoBaB ceGsi Hakoell B Ges-
ONaCHOCTH, OH CXOPOHHJICA B YKPOMHOM TaHHMKE H 3[eCb TeplejHBO
XKIaj, TMoKa He 3arsAHy/jach paHa. JIMlb TOrAa MOKHHYJ OH CBoe
ybexulle, H Becb Jiec npusHasa ero repoem. OH, npaBia, NpuUxpambi-
BaeT, HO Belb 3TO IMOYTH He3aMeTHO. TaK eMy, BO BCfIKOM cJayuae,
KaX<eTcs...

O ueM 6bl HH TOBOPHJIH BO BpeMsi 3THX BedepHHX cOOPHL, KOHYAJIOCh
Bce pasrosopoM o Hem. O ToM, Kak yxaceH Ero 06JHK — HHKTO
He cMeeT B3IVIAHYTb EMy B JiHL0,— 0 B036y»KJalolleM, eKOM 3anaxe,
kKotopbli OH HeceT ¢ co6oii.

Bem6u ToxXe Mor 6Bl Koe-uTo mnopacckKazath o6 3TOM, HO OH Obll
C/IMILKOM XOpOILO BOCHHTaH, 4ToObl BMeWIHBaThcsl B Geceny B3poOC/bIX.
ITOT 3arajJoyHbIli 3anax HMeeT THICAYM OTTEHKOB, M BCE XK€ ero
y3Haellb MFHOBEHHO MO0 TOMY Yyxacy, KOTOpbIH OH Hecer B ceGe.

[FoBopuau o Tom, uto njisi xoab6bl OH MoJb3yeTcsl TOJNBKO ABYMSI
HOTaMH, W MNopa)KajHCb YAUBUTEJIbHOH cHle H JoBKOCTH Ero pyk.
Ho ters1 Herrsia npuaepXuBajach 0co60ro MHEHHS:

— Ilo-moemy, B 3TOM HeT HHuero ocobGeHHoro. besouka penaer
nepeJHUMH JlallKaMH BCe, YTO el HYXHO, W Jl06asi mMaljieHbKasi MblLIKa
npojesbiBaeT Takue Xe Gokychl.— OHa No6eA0HOCHO OTKHHYJa TOJIOBY.

— Oro! — fpyXHO BCKpHYa/JM oOCTajbHble H JAajH IMOHATb TeTe
HetrJe, 4To 3TO COBCeM He ONHO H TO Xe.
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Ho rtersa Hertna He cpnaBanach.

— A cokos? — BOCKJHKHYyJa oHa.— A capbeiu? A coBa? ¥ HHX
BCEro-To MO JBe HOTH, M, KOrjga MM Hajo 4Yero-Hubyiab B3ATb —
TaK, Ka)eTcs, 3TO y HHUX Ha3blBaeTCsl,— OHM [PECIOKOHHO CTOAT
Ha OJHOH-eNUHCTBEHHOH Hore, a AeHCTBYIOT ApPYyroi. DTo KyAa TPYA-
Hee, 1 EMy HHnouem Tak He cuenaTth!

Tera Hertna orHioAb He Oblja CKJIOHHA YeMY-Ju60 yIHBAATHCSA
B HeM: oHa HeHaBuJesna ero oT Bcero cepala.

— OH orBpaTHTeNeH! — roBopu/ia OHa M TBEPNO CTOSa Ha TOM.

E#f u we aymanau Bo3pa)KaTb — elBa JIM KTO M3 MHPHUCYTCTBYIOLUHX
Haxolua Ero cuMnatuusbiM.

Heno 3anytajock, Korna peub 3alisia o Tom, uro y Hero ecrtb ewle
U TpeTbs pyKa.

— Crapas 6acHsi! — orpesasa Tetsi Herraa.— Hukorpa s stomy
He nosepio!

— Jla? — BMewancss PoHHO.— A cKaXuTe Ha MHJOCTb, YEM XKe
On pasnpo6us MHe Hory?

— 3t10 TBOE geso, noporod Mo#H,— 6e33ab0THO OTBeTHa TeTs
Herraa,— mHe-to OH HuYero He pasapoluJ.

Tersa DuHa ckasana:

— $1 MHoroe noBupaja Ha CBOeM BEKY M Aymalo, YTO pPa3roBOpHI
O TpeTbell pyke He JIHIUEHbl OCHOBaHHUS.

IOubtit Kapyc 3ameTns BexJuBO:

— 51 npucoepuHsitock K Bam. Jlesio B TOM, 4TO si 3HAKOM C OLHOH
BopoHO#H...— Kapyc 3amsiics ¥ o6GBes B3IVISIAOM NPHCYTCTBYIOLIHX —
He CMelTCs JIM Hald HHM,— HO, YBHJEB BHHUMaHHe Ha JHLAxX Cly-
IlaTesielf, YCIOKOWJICS M TNpoposxKaa: — BopoHa upesBbiuaiiHo cBe-
ayuia...

51 mosBojio ceGe 3TO 3aMeTHThb... yAMBUTeNbHO cBeaywa. M oua
roBopHT, 4to OH B caMoOM Jejie MNoJb3yeTcsl TpeTbeH pYKOH, XoTs
U He Bceraa. TpeTbsi pyka, FOBOPHT BOpoHa, oueHb 3jas. OHa He pac-
ter y Hero u3 rena, kak nBe apyrie, OH HOCHT ee 3a IIEUOM.
Bopona yTBepxkpnaer, uTO BCeria MOXeT 3apaHee cKa3aTbh, ONaceH
On uau Her. Ecan Ou npuxomut 6e3 tpernell pykn, Ero Heuero oma-
CaTbCA... .

Tersa Herrnia 3acmesinace:

— TBosi BopoHa upe3BhluailHO TJyna, jgoporoii Kapyc, Moxeub
MHe noBepuTb. Byab y Hee XoTh Kakoi-To YMHIUKO, OHa Obl 3Haja, 4YTO
Ox Bcerga onace.

Ho ¢ Helt He corsacusuce.

Marp Bem6u ckaszaga:

— Bce xe cpeay Hux nonapaioTcsi U Takde, YTO He ONACHBL. ITO
Kak-TO cpasy 4YyBCTBYeTCSl.

— Ax, Bor urto! — ycmexuysaack Tetsi Hermia.— M, koneuHo,
Thl CIIOKOHHO »xAellb, Korda OH npubausutcs, 4yTo6 CKasaTb eMy:
no6phlii Beuep!

— Her,— msirko oTBeTHsia MaTh,— 5l Bce-TakKu yberaio...

Heoxunnanno ®anuna BOCKIMKHYJIA:

— HyxHo Bcerna yaupars!
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Bce 3acmesinnch. Ho mnoctenedHo Becesibe, BbI3BAHHOE BbIXOOAKOMH
®anunbl, ctuxjo. OsensiM Kazajocb, OyATO YTO-TO MpayHOe, AaBsllle-
LyLIHOe HaBHCJO Haj HHUMH. Beab Kak HM Ha3biBall 3TO — TpeTbel
JM PYKOH, HJIH Kak-To HHaye,— rubeiib He 3aroBOpHlUb CJOBOM.
He wmuorue crankuBanucb ¢ HuM BHjOTHyl0, GOJIBLIMHCTBO 3HaJO0
o Ero noBaakax suiub nounacasiike. Bor OH cTOUT BhaJieke, HeBHX-
HO, H BAPYT YTO-TO TaKoe NPOHCXOAUT, pa3faercsl IPOMKHH Tpeck, Io-
JOOHBIN yfapy rpoma, BblJ€TaeT OrOHb. JTO UbS-TO CMEpPTh.

OJsleHH TeCHO NpHXKAJUCh NPYr K -APYry, BceH caabocTbio cepiua
ollywas Ty TEMHYIO BJacTb, KoTopasi 6e3pa3lieslbHO TOCMOACTBOBAJA
Hajl HUMH. )KanHo BHUMaJH OHH pacCKasaM, MOJIHbIM yXaca U KDOBH.
Co6biTHSI HellaBHHX [IHel NepemexasUchb C MpelaHUsIMH JaJjlekod cTa-
pHHE, H60 OH Gbla Bceraa U Bcerga Hec ¢ coGoll cMepTb, H KaxAbli
HEeBOJIbHO AyMaJs, 4eM Obt yMHJOCTHBHTb Ero, kak u3bexatb Ero
pPOKOBOH BJIACTH.

— Kak xe Ttak noaydaercs,— ckasan Bapyr Kapyc,— uro OH
yOHBaeT Ha paCCTOSHUU?

— A TH 6B CNIPOCHJ CBOIO YMHYIO BOPOHY,— YCMEXHYJach TeTsi
Hetrtaa.

— 1 yx cnpaluuBaJ, OHa caMa He 3HaerT...

— Kcrart, On y6uBaeT U BOpOH Ha AepeBbsiX, Korja 3axouer,—
3ameTHa PoHHoO.

— U ¢aszanos B Bo3nyxe,— BcraBuJa TeTs JHHA.

Marb Bem6u ckasana:

— OH wBblpsier cBol0 pPyKy. TaK MHe roBopHsa Mosi Gabyluka.

— JHa? — ycoMHunacb Tetsd Hertia.— A 4To Xe 3TO Takoe,
4TO TAK IPOMKO XJomaert?

— Korna on 6pocaer cBoo pyKy,— nosiciuiia MaTbh DBem6u,—
BCIbIXMBaeT OroHb W ynapser rpoM. OH Becb COCTOMT H3 OFHSf.

— Ilpocture,— ckazan PoHHO,— TO, YTO OH Becb H3 OrHfl, Ko-
HEYHO, BEpHO, HO HacueT PykKHU Bbl 3abJyxnaertecb. PyKoll Henb3si Ha-
HECTH TaKylo paHy, Kakylo Bbl BHAUTe. DTo ckopee 3y6. OH Meuer
B Hac 3y6. [loHumaere — 3y6, 3T0 MHoroe o6bsicHsieT. Mbl e 3HaeM,
4TO GbLIBAlOT CMepTeJbHble YKYCHI.

IOubifi Kapyc ray6oko B3noXHYJI:

— OH HHKoOrza He mepecTaHeT Hac NpecaenoBaThb!

Torpa 3aroBopuna MapeHa, AeByllKa, NOYTH peGeHOK:

— ToBopsT, B onuu npekpacHbléi AeHb OH npuger K Ham H Gyner
TaK Xe 100p, kak mbpl. OH 6yler ¢ HaMu WrpaTb. Becb Jjec craHer
CYacTJIMBLIM, HaCTYNHUT Bceoblllee NMPHUMHPEHHE.

— Hetr yx!— co cMexom BockjuKHyna Teri Hertana.— [lyckai
ayuiie Ou 6yner cam no ceGe, a Hac OCTaBHUT B IIOKOE.

Tersn DHHa ckasagna:

— Ho... TaK ToXe He/lb3sl FOBOPUTh...

— Tlouemy xe? — Bo3pasusa Tersa Hertna.— 51 Emy Hu Ha rpoiu
ue Bepto. [Tomunyiite! C Tex nop Kak Mbl ce6s1 noMHuMm, OH y6uBaer
Hac: Hawux cectep, G6paTbeB, maTepeii. C Tex MOp Kak cyllecTBYyeT
Mup, HeT AJs Hac nokos. OH yOuBaeT HacC Bcerja, Korja YBHIHT,
a Mbl 10/KHB ¢ Hum muputbesa? Kakas uenyxa!
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Mapena obBesia Bcex GOJBLIMMH TJlazaMH, HCTOYAIOILUMH CIIOKOH-
HbIH, SICHBIH CBeT:

— BceoOulee npuMHpeHue — He 4Yenyxa, OHO JOJIXKHO Koraa-
HHOYyb HACTYNUTD.

Tera Hertsia oTBepHyJach.

— Ilo#finy-ka nouuly 4ero-HHOYAb MOeCTb,— CKa3aJia OHa BOPYJIHBO
W TNOKHHYJIa 06L1eCTBO.

3uma npopoJikajacb. [Topoft Henoroab CTHXaja HEHAHOJATro, ONSTh
BaJIMJl CHEr, HaMeTbiBasi OrPOMHBIe, HempoJia3Hble cyrpobul. Korpa xke
NpUrpeBaJso CoJiHIe, cHer noatauBaJj. Houblo ero nmpuxBaThIBaJIO MO-
po30M, Ha NOBEPXHOCTH 3acThiBajia TOHKasl JeasiHas Kopouka. CTouso
MIOCKOJIb3HYThCS, H KOPOUKA TpecKaJsach, OCTphbie ee Kpasi 60JIbHO PaHHIH
HeXKHble CyCTaBbl HOT.

[Tocsaennue nHU CcTOSAN Tpeckyuuilt Mopo3. SnpeHbidi, 3BeHsIUHE
BO31yX Obla 4MCT W mnpo3pavedH. Ho B nputuxiuem, 6yaTo o4yapoBaH-
HOM Jlecy BepIUHJIHCh CTpPallHble, KpOBaBble AeJia.

Bopona nanasna Ha MaJjieHbkoro GOJIbHOTO ChbiHa 3afilla M 3aKie-
BaJla ero HacMmepTb. [losiro 3Byuas B Jecy ero TOHKHH, cTpanalollHi
roniocok. Jpyr-npusitesb 3asili HaxolWJCA B 3TO BpeMs B INyTH, H,
KOraa [0 Hero [OlLJIo TeyasbHOE H3BeCTHe, OH €ABa He JHIUHJCA
paccynka.

B npyroii pa3 kynuua pasopBana Oesnouke ropJo. Benouka BbI-
pBanach M3 ee LeNKHX KOrtell, B3obpaJsacb Ha [epeBO H, KaK OfAep-
J)KHMasi, cTaja KataTbcsl no BeTBsiM. MHorama oHa BApyr canusach,
B OTUasIHHW NOABIMaJia NepefHHe JaNnkH, o6XxBaTelBaja GefHYl0 CBOIO
rojloBy, W KpacHasi KpOBb CTpyusaacb no G6enodl rpyake. BHe3amnHo
OHa cXaJacb, XPYCTHYJH cyubsl, U Oesnouka ynajga B cHer. Toruac
K TYLIKE CJeTeJHCb COPOKH H NPHHAJNHCh 332 CBOE MpauHoe MHUPLUECTBO.

A Bckope mocne 3Toro Juca pasopBajia KpPacCHBOrO, CHJbHOLO
¢da3ana, KoToporo JIOOHJ H yBa)aJs BeCb Jiec.

BecTb 0 ero rubenu pasHecnach ajieKO OKPeCT, BbI3BaB Bceollilee
coXKajleHHe U ropsiuee COUyBCTBHe K Oe3yTellHoil BRoBe. Jluca BhIKO-
nana ¢asaHa HM3-NOJ CHera, rae OH mepemMorasj 3uUMy B IOJIHOH YBe-
PEHHOCTH, YTO OH HafeXHO YKpoIT. Tenepb y»XK HUKTO He MOF CUYHTaTh
ce6 B 06e30MacCHOCTH, KOJb Takoe cJaydajocb cpeab OGena [HS.
Hyxna, koTtopoii He mnpeiaBHAesoch KOHLA, MOpPOJHJIA OXKeECToueHHe
4 rpy6octhb. Hykaa yceinisiia coBectb, npecekasa fo0pble no6yXKaeHHs,
paspyuiajna xopoliue obbluau, y6uBaia KajnocTb. .

— Jlaxe He BepuTCSs, 4TO KOrpa-HuOyAb Gyner Jydile! — B3abixa-
na maTh Bem6u.

U tersi DuHa B3pbixaja ToXKe:

— He Beputcsi, yto Korpa-uu6ynp GbLIO Jydlle.

— O ner! — Bospaxana Mapena, 3alyMYHBO TJIsiAS B KaKylo-TO
efi onHOH BelOMYIO Najb.— $1 MOCTOSIHHO AyMal O TOM, KaK XOpOLIO
6bLJI0 Dpexe...

— Ilocaymaiite,— o6parunace Tets1 HeTtia k TeTe DHHe, KHBHYB
Ha To6o.— UYro 3710 Balw Maabuuk apoxuT? OH BCerga Tak APOKHT?

206



— K coxanenuio, na,— oropueHHo ckasaja TeTss JHHa.— YixKe
C IaBHHUX 110p.

— O! — ckazana Tters Hertsia co cBoeél 06BLIYHOH NpPSIMOTOMH.—
Bynb oH moum pe6GeHkom, si Gbl CHJIBHO onacaJjiach, YTO OH He OOTSIHET
IO BeCHHI.

C T'o60o B camMoMm aesie 06¢TosNI0 HeBaX)HO. OH GblJl TAKOH XpynKUH —
Kyna ciabee bem6u u ®anuHbl U CHIBHO OTCTaN OT HUX B pocTte. Tenepb
€My C KaXXJblM JHeM CTaHOBHJOCb Bce xy»e. '060 He Mor noGbiBaTh
nMLly H3-NOJA CHera: 3To NpHYUHAJ0 eMy 6osb. M oH coBcem obeccuen
OoT rojoja, xoJjoaa M Jullenuid. OH GecrnpepblBHO ApoKaJj H CTaj
KO BceMy Ge3dyuacTeH.

Ters Herrna mnomowsa K [o6o0 u  apyxenwo6GHO TOJNKHYJa
ero B 6ok:

— Hy, He Bewats Hoc! DTo BpenHO H COBCeM He HAET MaJjleHbKOMY
npuHLy! — OHa oTBepHy.s1acb, YTO6 CKPBITh BOJIHEHHE.

Bapyr PonHo, cuneBiiu#i Henopnaseky, BCKOUYMJ:

— S He 3Hawo... uTOo 3TO?..— nNpo6opMOTal OH, O3HPasAChk.

Bce HacTopoxusucs.

— UYro cayuusocs?..

— 51 He 3Hal, HMYero He 3Haw,— noBTopua1 PoHHo.— Ho MHe
HECINIOKOHHO... BAPYr MHE CTajo HecnokoiHo... Yro-To Takoe mnpo-
HCXOIHUT...

Kapyc BTAAHYs1 BO3AyX:

— $1 HHYero He 4yBCTBYIO.

O6a crosiiy, HaBOCTPHUB YIUM MU IIYGOKO BTATHBAJIH HO3[LPSAMH
BO31yX.

— Huuero... Bpoae HHYEro...— NPOrOBOPUJIH OHHU.

— U Bce xe,— yGexneHHo npousHec PoHHO,— BaM MeHsl He pas-
y6eauThb... UTO-TO TaKOe HPOUCXOIHT...

Mapena ckasaga:

— Kpuuaau BOpOHHI...

— Ounn cHoBa kpuuat! — GeicTpo nobaBuia Panuna.

Tenepb U ocTaJjbHBE YCJBIILAJIX BOPOHHH KapK.

— BoH onu snerar! — BockaukHya Kapyc.

Bce npy»KHO NOAHAJM rojoBbl. BHICOKO Hal KpOHaMH AepeBbeB Jie-
Tesa BOpPOHbsl crasfA. OHHU JieTesNd ¢ OKpaHHbl Jeca, ¢ TOro nocjenHero
pybexa, oTKyaa Bcerfa NPUXOAMJA ONMacHOCTb. BopoHbl cepauTto nepe-
roBapHBaJUCh.

— Hy uto, pasBe s1 HenpaB? — ckasaa PouHo.— Cpasy BHIHO —
4TO-TO HaJBHTaercs.

— Yro ke gOenaTh? — HCOyraHHO MpollenTtana wmaTbh beMOw.

— DBexaTb! — BocKJHKHYyJa TeT DHHA.

— XXnatb,— y6exaeHHo ckaszaa PonHo.

— C perbmu? — nepecrnpocusia tets duHa.— JKnate, korna T'o6o
ejle nepeiBUraeT HOTU?

— Hy xopouwo,— nogymas, ckasan PonHo,— yxoaute. [To-moemy,
3T0 GeccMBICJEHHO, HO s He Xo4y, UTOObI MeHsl MOTOM YIpeKaJiH.

— Hpewm, To6o! Panvna, unem! — M Tets1 DHHa BMecTe CO CBOMMH
JeTbMU ABHHYJaChb BHepep.
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OcranbHple ocraiuck Ha Mecre. OHH CTOSIM THXO, MNpPHCJYILH-
BasCb U JpoxKa o6LleHd APOXKbIO.

— Tosbko 3TOro He [OCTaBajo KO BCeMY, YTO HaM MNPHILIOCH
nepexuTb! — ckasana terss Hertna.

Copouuii TapaTop MoOcC/AbIlIaJCcA B TOH e CTOPOHe Jieca, OTKyHa
HpHJIETEJH BOPOHHL.

Buumanue!.. Buumanue!.. BHuMaHue!..— Tpellanu OHH.

Hx ewle He 6blIO BHUAHO, HO OTUYETVIHBO CJblIIAJCA IpenocTe-
perawoluil, Bpa3Ho6oH, BrepebUB KpPHK:

— Buu-BHU-BHH-Ma-Hue!..

Ho BoT copoku mnokasanaucb. [lepenetass ¢ nepeBa Ha JepeBo,
HOCHJIHCb OHH B3aj W BIepe], HCNYraHHO U HEYTOMHMO.

I'xa-x! — BckpHuasa cofika M T'PDOMKO MNpPOKpHYaJa 3HAKOMBbIH
BCEM CHTHaJ TPeBOTH.

BHe3anHo oJleHn TecHo COHAHMCH B quy

To 6bl1 On!

BosiHa HeBblHOCHMOro 3anaxa MJBlJIa CKBO3b 4ally, AYPMaHujaa
roJIOBy, y»KacOM XOJIOLHWJa Cepllle.

B36ynoparkeHHblll jieC HaNOJHHUJCA IBHXKEHHEM, Le6GeTOM, MHCKOM.
B BeTBAIX IIHBIPAJH CHHHLBI — COTHH MaJIeHbKHX MYIUIHCTHIX KOMOY-
KOB — M MNHLIAJH H30 BCEX CHJEHOK. '

Bnepen! Bnepen!

C naHuuYecKHM KpHKOM npoHeccsl yepHbll asitesl. CKBO3b TEMHYIO
CceTKy OOHa>KeHHOro KyCcTapHHKa OblJ]0 BHIHO, KaK Ha CHery MeTaJjlich
y3KHe, IJHHHble TeHH. To Obliu ¢dasanbl. [locpenn HUX MesbKaJio
4yTO-TO KpacCHoe, BeposAITHO Juca. Ho HHKTO Temepb He Gosljcs ee.
Ts>KKHH, HEBBHIHOCHMBIH 3anmaXx TeK CKBO3b Jiec, NMPHUMHpPSsS BCEX ero
obutaresnell B o6lllem cTpaxe, B o6lUeM CTpPeMJEHHH CACTHCh BO UTO 6hl
TO HH CTaJo.

DTOT TauHCTBEHHHIH, NaBsILMA 3amax NPOHHU3LIBAJA JieC C TaKoH
HecJibIXaHHOH, HeGbiBaJod CcHJIOH, UTO Bce MOHAJM: Ha 3ToT pa3 OH
He onuH, OH uget ¢ ce6e MONOGHBIMH.

He pnBurasce, cmMorTpeny oJieHH Ha BCTPENaHHBIX, pacTePSHHBIX
CHHMLL M ApOo310B, Ha O6eJloK, OTUASIHHO CKauyyUlHX CO CTBOJia Ha
CTBOJI, U OyMaJu, 4TO BCEM 3THUM MaJloTKaM, B CYUIHOCTH, Heyero
6osatbca. M Bce XKe oJleHH MNOHUMaJM HX: Belb M 3TH MaJIOTKU
yystad Ero, a HH O0JHO JlecHoe CylLIecTBO He MoxXeT BblHeCTH Ero
npubJKeHue...

Bor npuckakan Apyr-npusiTesb 3asil, Ha MHI OCTaHOBHJCS M IIO-
CHeillHO 3acKakKaJ AaJplie.

— UYro Tam NpoHCXOAHT? — KPHKHYJ eMy Baorod Kapyc.

Jpyr 3asu npuces, HO JIHIIb MOBEJ rJa3aMH, FOBOPHTb OH He MOT.

K uemy cnpammBaTe? — cympauHo nporoBopus PoHHo.

Jpyr 3asill rJIOTHYJ BO3AYXY.

— Mpbl  OKpyXKeHbl,— npoulentaJ oH 6e33ByuHo.— Beixoda Her.
Berogy On!

MU B 3ator ke mur Bce ycabiwtanu Ero rosoc. IlecsTh, ABanuaTthb,
TpualaTe pa3 noapsx OH mpokpuyal:

— Xo-x0-x0-x0! Xa-xa-xa-xal..
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DTO 3Byuaso COKPYLIHTENbHO, KaK Oyps Wau yparan. Ou KOMOTHI
o CTBOJIAM JlepeBbEB, 3aCTaBJsAl HX TPOMKO CTOHaTh. DT0 6bLIO
yxacHo. Ilopox u CBHCT pa3aBUraeMbix KyCTOB, CTOH JepeBbes, rpoMm
H TPECK JIOMaeMblX CYYbeB CONpOBOXAaJ KaxAbli Ero wmar.

OH wesn ciona, B camyio yally.

Tam, oTkyna OH wes, mocablllajHCh KOPOTKHE CBHCTALIHEe Tpesw,
BCXJIONbl IIMPOKHX KPBUIbeB — 3T0 mnoAHsacA ¢aszaH. CekyHny wau
JBe ObLIO CJBIIIHO, KaK HaGupaeT OH BBICOTY, U TYT Pa3fajiCs peskuil
yaap rpoma. Tulluna. 3aTeM rJayXxoH yaap o 3eMJlio.

— On y6ut,— Tpenella, ckasajsa MaTb bem6u.

— IlepBas xeptBa,— no6aBun PoHHo.

MapeHa, oHasi feBYyliKa, MOYTH peGeHOK, CKasaJja:

— B 3tor yac norubHyT mHorwe u3 Hac. M s 6yny cpenn Hux.

Ho cefiuac 6bilo He no Hee, Hajg BceM TOCHOACTBOBAJ CTpax.

bBem6u nbiTasncs MOHATH NMPOUCXOAsLlee, HO BCe HapacTaloOLHUi LIyM
nyraa ero Mbicjad. ['pemesio, cBHCTeJO, TpellaJio, FPOMBIXaJO CO BCeX
CTOpPOH, U B 3TOoM cymOype 3ByKoB bem6u cablluajn, kKak ObeTcs
ero cepale.

Bpemsi or BpeMeHH MaTb rosopusa emy: «Byap noase mensi». Oua
roBOpHJIa TPOMKO, MOYTH KPHYaja, HO B OKPYXKaloOLleM TyJjie Kasajochb,
4TO OHa LUenyer.

Arto «6ynp nonJje Meusi» paBajo BemOu kakyo-to onopy. Crosa
MaTepH NpPHUKOBLIBAJH ero 6yATO LieNbio, HHaue Gbl OH AABHO KHHYJICS
HayTek. Ho Bcsikuii pas, koraa oH Tepsis Hal coGOH BJacTb, CJbILIAJ
OH 3TH CJIOBa.

Bem6u ocmotpesncsa. BoT npockounmsa napa sacok: ABe y3eHbKHe,
H3BHBaIOLIHeCs] MOJIOCKH, €ABa YJOBHMble TiiazoM. Ex XanHo npucay-
LIMBaJICA K KaXXIoH HOBOCTH, KOTOpYIO, 3aNHHasCh, COOGLIHJI €My
BKOHell oTuasiBliuiica 3asal. Beprtenach /uca B CyToJIoKe Me/bKalOLLIKX
¢aszanoB. Onu He obpalland Ha Hee HHKAKOrO BHUMAaHHS, CHOBaJH
noj caMblM ee HOCOM, HO H Jiuce Obljlo He 10 HHUX. BoiTAIHYB Uielo,
HaCTOPOXKHUB YLIM, OHa BOBCIO paboTaja HOCOM, MbITAasiCh YTO-HUOYIb
'TMOHATb BO BCeH 3TOH cyMaToxe. PbDKMM MyILHCTBIM XBOCTOM OH& 4acTo
KoJloTHJa cebs1 Mo Horam.

Toponnueo nonbexan ¢aszaH. OH BBHICKOUHJ M3 €aMOro Inekja H
6bly1 BHe cebs.

— Tosnbko He mnopHUMaTbes! — KpH4aa oOH  cBOUM.— TosbKoO
He noaHuMaTbesa! Bexath, 6exaTbh U 6exaTb!

OH 6Ge3 KoHLA TBepAWJ] ONHO H TO Ke, GyATO XOoTes yOeluTb ca-
Moro ce6sl, HO eJlBa JIM1 CO3HaBaJ, YTO FOBOPHT.

— Xo-xo0-xo0!.. Xa-xa-xa!..— npo3Byuyajo COBCEM pPAAOM.

— Tonbko He mogHHMaTbesi! — KPUKHYJ das3aH M TyT XKe, C TPOM-
KHM TPECKOM pacCHpaBHB KpblJbsl, B3JeTell.

Bem6u cjenu, Kak NpsiMO M KPYTO B3Mbl OH MeX [epeBbeB,
Hmypila KpbUIbSIMH, Meplasi CHHHM H KODHYHEBBIM B 30JI0TO [JISIHUEM
CBOEro pPOCKOLIHOro yGopa, uyaecHoro, Kak AparoueHHocTb. [laeiid
€ro JJIMHHBIX XBOCTOBBIX NE€pbeB FOPAO PacNpOCTPaHAJCH MO BO3AYXY.
Pe3ko mnposByuyan KopoTKui ynap rpoma. ®asaH ClOXKHJCHA, MNepe-
BEpHYJICSl uepe3 TroJioBy, GYATO »Kejasi YXBAaTHTb KJIOBOM COOCTBEH-
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Hble HOTH, M TAXeJO pyXHyJ HaseMb. OH yman mnocpeid ¢a3saHbel
CYTOJIOKH H 6oJiblle He JBUraJcs.

[Iate uau wecTb (pa3aHOB OJHOBPEMEHHO MOJHSJIHCh B BO3AYX,
FPOMKO IIypIla KpPbIIbSIMH.

— He nopHuMatbes! — Kpuuaau ocrajbHble, GPOCHBILHCH Bpac-
CBIMHYIO.

I'pom ynmapua naTb ujaM WecTb pas, U BajeTeBline (asaHbl 6es-
IbIXaHHBIMH yMaJH Ha 3eMJIO.

— Tenepp unem! — ckasana MmaTb.

Bem6u oGepuyacsi. Pouno u Kapyc yxe yuwau. Mcuesna u rters
Herrna. Jluwb omHa Mapena ocrajacb ¢ HUMH. OHH JBHHYJHCh
Bnepen: bBem6u psinom ¢ Matepbio, Mo3aAH CKPOMHO BHICTYMNana
MapeHa.

ByweBajo, peBeso, Tpellaso, rpeMejo co Bcex CcTopoH. Matb
ocraBajach cnokofiHoé. OHa, npaBna, He MoIJa YHATb APOXKb, HO
coXpaHsijla fICHBIH pa3yM.

— bBem6u, auta Moe,— roBopujia OHa,— 06 OAHOM IMpOIIY: Aep-
JKHUCb BCe BpeMs Boajie MeHsl. Mbl oTciofa BeiGepeMcsl, TOJIbKO He HaJlo
TOPOIMHUTBCA.

A kaHoHajna Bce Hapacraja. JlecsiTb-IBeHajalaTb pa3 NoAPAL
nporpemes rpoM,koTopbli OH u3BJ€KaJ H3 CBOHX DYK.

— CrnokofiHo,— noBTopsina MaTb.— Tosbko He Gexatb. Koraa
Mbl HaiijgeM Jas3, torga Oeru, M30 Bcex cua. KM nomuu, auta moe:
Thl He JOJXKeH oOpalllaTb BHUMaHHsi Ha MeHs. Yrto Gbl HH CJYyYHJIOCH
CO MHOH... Jaxe ecJd s ynajay.. IOMHH OfHO: 6exaTb, G6GexaTb
H30 Bcex cuJ!

Martb pacuerquBo, llar 3a ilaroM, NpojiBHrajach Brnepen, He obGpa-
ulasi BHHMaHHMSl Ha TO, YTO TBOPHJIOCH BOKPYT.

Bsan u Bmepen HOCHJHCH (hasaHbl, C pa3Maxy 3apbiBajHCb B CHET,
TYyT Xe BbICKaKHBaJM M MYajuCbh AaJblie. BoluepunBasi 3uraaru, npH-
CKaKana BCsl 3alfiudHasi ceMbsi, NpHCeJa M Bpas, IPYXKHO 3acKa-
KaJjla jaJiblue.

Hukto He npousHocus Hu cjaoBa. M3MyuyeHHBle CTpaxoM, OIJylleH-
Hbie HeNpepbIBHBIMH paCKaTaMH TpoMa, JecHble oOGuTaTeNH CJOBHO
yTPaTHJIH pa3yM.

Jlec HeMHOro mnpopeauwsics, W BHepeiH, B ILIETEHHH KyCTapHHKA,
3acussia cBeTJias liejb. A mo3anu, npubauXKasch ¢ KaXKaoH ceKyHIoH,
pasnaBaJjica 6apabaHHbli MOCTYK IO CTBOJIAaM AepeBbEB, TPECK JioMae-
MBIX CyubeB, packaThHcToe «Xo-xo-xo! Xa-xa-xal..».

Jlopory oJieHsIM MNepecKOuuJ NpYyr-npusTeab 3asl Cc AByMsl COpO-
nuuamu. Bbym-ta-pa-pax! — nporpemes rpom. Bembu yBuaen, Kak 3asiu
Ha Oery nepeKkyBBIDHYJICSl, [OKa3aB CBeT/ioe OpIOILIKO, H ocTaJcs
Jgexatb. OH Qepuyscsi pas, apyroié u 3atux. BemOu B cTpaxe ocTa-
HOBHJICHL.

Ho Tyt pasmanca ueii-To Kpuk:

— Ounu upnyt!.. Ilpous orciopal.. Ckopee mpous!..

I'poMkuil 1WOpOX IWHPOKO pacmyiacTaHHBIX KPLLIbEB, CBUCT, phlAaHue,
LIeJIECT OrlepeHbsi — 3TO BCeH CTaell MOAHSJIUCHL (pa3aHbl. A rpoMoBble
yAapbl pBajli BO3AYX B KJ0Ybsl. BBLIO CJBILIHO, Kak FJyXo LUIeNnajuch
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Ha 3eMJil0 cOMTble NTHUbI, KAK OTPSAXMBAJIMCh T€ H3 HHX, KOMY yHaJoch
CIacCTHCh. :

U Bopyr BeM6u ycablluan 4bio-TO HE3HAKOMYIO MOCTYNb W OFJIsi-
Hyacsi. To 6b1 OH. OH BO3HHKaJ H30 BCEX KYCTOB, OJHXKHHUX W paJib-
Hux. OTOBCIOAY, KyAa HH KHMHellb B3IVIfil, Kpylla BCe Ha CBOEM MyTH,
6apabaHsi Mo CTBOJIaM JepeBbeB, JoMas KYCTapHHK, CO BCEX CTOPOH
HaaBurajncs OH.

— TIlopa! — ckasana matb.— Brnepea! He npuxumaiics Ko MHe,
IepKHUCh 4YThb M001ab.

OnHMM TNpBIKKOM JOCTHIVIa OHa Jas3a M, B3METHYB CTONG cHera,
BbICKOUM/Na Hapyxy. bem6u punyacs ciaefpom. I'pom rpemen Haja camoi
ero roJioBoi; KasaJioch, packanabiBajsocb He6o. Huuero He BuAs nepen
cob6oit, Bem6bu wmuajncst Bnepel. JIMlb OAHO HEHUCTOBOE KeJaHHe
BJlafleJ0 HM: BBIOpPaATbCH H3 3TOrO0 TIpoOXoTa H UaJHOrO AypMmaHa,
CHaCTHCh, CMACTHCh BO 4YTO OBl TO HHM CTaJlo, HHOrO He ObLIO B €ro
cepale. On Gexan. Ha kakoii-to mur BemM6u npusuienocb, OyATO
mMaThb yrnaja, HO, BO3MOXHO, 3TO TOJbKO NoKa3sajnocb emy. Ilenena
3acTusana ryasa. [OHUMBIH CcTpaxoMm, MYaJjcsi OH BHepej, MuaJjacs
6e3 namsaTH, 6e3 4yBcTB, 6e3 pasyma...

Ho BoT oH MuHOBan mnycToe NpPOCTPAaHCTBO, M Apyras uaila
NpHHANA ero B cBOM o6bATHA. [lo3anu elle 3Byyanu KpPHKH, rpemenu
BBICTpeJbl ¥ B BETBSIX UTO-TO MNepechbinanoch, OYATO HauuHAJCA Tpaf.
3areM BCe CTHXJO.

Ha cuery nexan ymupaiowuii gasan co cBepHyTOH leeH, Kpblabs
€ro cjlerka TpenblXaaucb. YcabiaB wwark Bem6H, OH 4yTb JepHYyJcs
¥ MpoLuenTas:

— Bor u Bce...

He o6paruB Ha Hero BHHMaHusi, Dem6u npobexan mumo. Bckope,
3anyTaBlUWChb B TYCTOM BaJle)KHHKe, OH BBbIHYXZeH Obll clepXaTb
war. HerepnenuBo npuHsiicss OH HallynblBaTb TpPOMy M BAPYr YyC-
Jpluian:

— bem6u!

Bem6u kpyto ocraHoBHJCS. Tofoc mnpHHaAeXas KOMY-TO H3
ero nJeMeHH.

CHoBa npo3ByuaJo:

— bem6u?.. 3to TH?..

B crtopoue or Tpombl no camyio ulieio yBsi3 B cHery [06o. Buano,-
OH COBCeM BBHIGWJICA H3 CHJ M YyXe He MblTajcsi CTaTb Ha HOTH.

OxBaueHHbIHl ropsiveil xkanoctbio, beM6H KHHY/ACA K CBOeMY IpYTy.

— Tne TtBOT Mama, ['060? — cnpocun OH 3ajoXHyBLIHCh.— [ae
®anuna? — bem6u roBopusa  6blcTpo, BO36YXKIAEHHO, HETEPIENHBO,
CTpax BCe ellle CTy4aJ B ero cepjle.

— Mama u ®asnuna no6Gexanu gagnblie,— MOKOPHO oTBeTHs ['060.—
$1 ynan, ¥ oHM BBIHYXKJA€Hbl GblJiM OCTaBUTb MeHs 34echb. S He Mory
HIOTH faJjibllie, HO TH JoJiKeH 6exaTb.— OH TrOBOpHA THXO, HO Cepb-
€3HO H PacCCYAHUTENbHO, KaK B3POCJbIH.

— Bcrasait! — kpuknyn bBem6u.— Bcerasait, ['o6o! Tol poBoabHO
orpoxHyJa. Berasait! Mpem co mHo#!

— Her, ocraBb mMeHsi,— TuXxo cka3aj ['060.— 51 He Mory noaHsiTbcs,

211



y meHsi Her cuja. [lpaBpa, DBem6u. $1 6bl OXOTHO HCHOJHMA TBOE
JKesjlaHHe, HO si He MOry.

— UYro ke ¢ To6GoH Gymer? — ¢ Tockod cnpocHs Bem6wu.

— He 3naio. HaBepHo, s1 ympy,— npocro ckasan ['o6o.

M Tyr cHOBa mocablllasuch BHICTpPeNbl U KpUKH. Dem6u Bechb
nopo6pasncsa. Uro-to 3aTpellano B 3apociH, 3aTONaso MO CHery H BAPYT
obepHyfaocb 1oHbIM Kapycom. 3ameruB DBem6u, Kapyc KpukHYJ
Ha Oery:

— Brnepen! He ocranaBnuBatbesi! Kto moxer — Bnepen!

OH wucues, HO ero crpemuTenbHbil Ger mosjek Dem6u 3a coGoii.
Bem6u naxke He co3HaBaJj, 4TO GEXHT, H MpPOLLIO KaKoe-TO BpeMs,
npexje yeM OH, He o6opauHBasicb Ha3ajd, KPUKHY:

— [lpowaii, 'o6o!

Ho oH Obl1 caMIIKOM [Jafeko, uTo6bl ['060 MOr ero yCABILIATD.

Ho camoro Beuepa Hocuacsi Bbem6u no rpemsitiemMy, rpoxouyliemy
Jecy.

JIMiIb ¢ HacTynjeHHeM TeMHOTbl Bce YTHUXJo. Jlerkuil BeTepok
BBILYJ1 TIpOYb OTBPaTHTEJbHBIH 3anax, ycrneBIUWH NPOHMKHYTb B CaMble
yYKpOMHbIe yroaku neca. [lepseim, Koro Bcrperua bem6u, 6btn PonHo.
OH xpomaJs cujibHee OGBLIYHOTO.

— Y nonHoxusi GOJbLIOH COCHbl,— NMPHHSAJCS pacCKasblBaTb PoH-
HO,— JIeXKMT JIMCHIA B NpeicMepTHOH aroHuu. 51 TOAbKO UTO NPOXOJHJ
MHMO. YacHO BuaeTb ee Myuenusi. OHa mnporpeiania cHer M cefuac
TphI3eT 3eMJIO...

— Bul He Bujenn Mmoo mamy? — cnpocus bem6u.

— Hert,— ucnyranHo orBetusn PoHHO U TyT e ortouled.

Yxe nospueidt Houblo Bem6u nmoscrpeuan terio Herray ¢ ®anuuoi.
To-To 6bln1a panocTb!

— Bubr He Bugenn Mmoo mMamy? — cnpocua bemo6u.

— Her,— orBetuna ®PanuHa.— § pgaxe He 3Haio, rge Mosi co6CT-
BeHHasi mamal

— Bor Te pas! — Beceno ckasana ters Hertna.— 51, kaxercs,
NnoJlyunaa HeXAaHHblH nopapok! $1-ro pamoBajach, 4TO MHe HHKOrja
Oonblle He NPUAETCH HMETb JeJo C NeTbMH, W BAPYr Y MeHs Ha liee
cpasy aBoe! Ilpemuoro 6saropapual

bem6u u danuna sacMmesiyich.

[Torom pasroBop 3awen o I'o6o. bem6u pacckasaf, B KakoM I10-
JIOXKEHHHU 3acTall ero, 1 o60UM CTaJio TPYCTHO, I1a3a HX HAaMOJHHJIHCH
cnesamd. Ho ters Hertsna we pana wm nonnakartsb.

— Tlpexxae Bcero Mbl JOJIKHBEI M03aGOTHTbCSt O efe. DTO Ke He-
C/ILIXaHHO — 3a UeJIbiH IeHb Y Hac He GblJ0 MaKOBOH POCHHKH BO prty!

Tersn Hertna noeena pe6siT K KycTapHHKY, Ha KOTOPOM elle cOXpa-
HUJIHCb MOXKYXJble, nmoay3acoxiune aucTbs. CaMa OHa He npHKacanach
K ene — OHa XxoTeja, uto6nl PanvHa U bBem6H XOpolIeHbKO noOenH.
3arem oHa moTalllM/la UX Ha APYroe MeCTo, rjae H3-Moj CHera TopuaJju
KyCTOUKH TpaBhl. «BoT 3mech xopouwlo... HeT, Bor 3mech aydiue..»

Huorpa ters Hertna npunvmanach BopyaTh:

— Uyxue peru! Kako#r Bagop! Beuno 1o, Herrna, nonapaeuib
B Iylynedline ucTopuu!..
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Bapyr Bce onv yBuAean TeTO DHHY M KHHYJHCh efi HaBcTpeuy.

QdannHa BHe ce6fi OT PajoOCTH BHICOKO TNOAMNpLITMBAJia, HaneBasi:

— Mawmouka!.. Mamoukal..

— Tersi duna! — kpuuaa bBem6u.

Ho rterss DHHa mJakana, OHa Ka3ajnach N0 CMePTH H3MYYEHHOI.

— TIlponan I'o6o! — pbinana ona.— $l Gbla Ha TOM MecTe, rae Mol
ero ocrtaBMJM,— TaMm nycto. Her ero, Her moero maseHbkoro To6o!

Tersn Herrna npo6opmorana:

— Tul 6Bl nocmoTrpesa, Kyaa BeAyT CJefbl. IJTO Jydlle, uem
niaKkarh.

— TaM HeT cJef0B MoOero ChblHOUKa,— OTO3Bajiatb TeTsi JHHA.—
Ho OH ocTaBuil MHOXECTBO C/efOB... TaM, riae Jexan [o6o.

Hacrtynuno ™onauanue, W Ttorga bem6u ¢ rayGokuM yHblHHEM
CIpocHa:

— Terst DHHA... THL He BH[ENa MOIO MaMmy?

— Her...— Tux0 oTBeTHsNa DHHa.

bem6u HuKorpa Gosbllle He BHAAJ cBOefl MaTepH...

Jlyra paBHO pacuBend. 3asefeHeNd KyCThl M JepeBbs, HO HOBO-
pOXKJIeHHbIe JHUCTOYKH GbliM coBceM KpouleuHble. O3apeHHble HEXHBIM
CBETOM paHHero yrpa, cBexue, OyATo yablbalollHecss, OHH HAaNOMH-
Ha/H AeTeil, TOJNbKO YTO MPOGYAMBLIMXCS OT CHa. )

Crosi nmepea KycTroM opeuinuka, Bbem6u Tepcsi cBoel MosoAoOH KO-
poHo#i © cTBoJ. Jto O6bIO Heobbiuafino mnpusaTHO! Kpome Toro,
3T0 6BLI0 HEOGXOZUMO, MOTOMY 4TO JY6 M Mex eule 0GBOJIaKHBaJM €ro
pora. KoHeuHo, 3TOT HeKpacHBBIH uexol ¥ Tak ormajg Obl B KOHLE
KOHIIOB, HO TOMY, KTO JIIOGHT NOPSAOK, Jyulle caMOMy 103a60THTbCS
o ce6e. 1 bem6u Tak crapaTeNbHO YHCTHJ CBOIO KODOHY, UTO Jy6siHasi
06oJl0uKa pPBajiacb B KJOYbSi M JJHHHBIMH JIOXMOTBSIMH CBelUHBAaJach
eMy Ha YHIH. .

W B kakoii-to mur, Hajgnas opellHHK porami, bBem6u mnouyBcTBO-
BaJl, UTO €ro KOPOHAa Kpemue CTBOJA OpeLIHHKAa. JTO OLLyllleHHe Ha-
MOJMHUJIO €ero ropaocTbio M cHJOH. Bce spocTHee HacCKakHBal OH
Ha OpELIHWK, CpbiBasi C Hero JockyTel Kopbl. OGHaxkuBlueecsi Gesoe
TejJo gaepeBa OBICTPO MNOKPHIBAJOCh Ha BO3AYyXe KPAaCHBIM HaJjeTOM
pxkaBuuHbl. Ho BemM6u He xanen jnepeBo, HanpOTHB — CBEXXHE paHbl
OpelIHHKa elle cujbHee BO30yxKJaau ero. Bckope W OKpyxamoliue
OpelUHUK KYCThl OY3HHBI NMOKPBUIHCH IyOOKMMH METHHaMH...

— Hy, eule HemMHoro — u Bce 6yneT B Mopsiike,~— MPOH3HEC PSAOM
¢ bem6u 4eii-To IOHBIH TOJIOCOK.

Bem6u BCKHHYA rosioBy H yBuaen O6esouKky, C [APYyXe€CKHM BHH-
MaHHeM cJeIHBUIYIO 3a ero paboTo#.

— Tbsi-xal — pe3ko W KOPOTKO XOXOTHYJ KTO-TO B BhILIHHE.

BemM6x u Gesouka He ycheJd MCOyraTbesi, Kak M3 4alobbl ay6o-
BHIX BeTBeil NMpo3ByuaJ rojoc IATAa: ‘

— MHa3Bunure, noxadgyiicra... Yl He Mory ylepxarbcsi OT cMexa,
Korja BHXY Takoe!l..

— Yro, co6CcTBeHHO, BaC TaK pacCMELLN0? — BEXKJIWBO CHpPO-
cun bem6y. 213



— Hy,— cka3an asites,— Bbl COBCEM He yMeeTe B3ATbCA 3a JeJO.
[Ipexxge Bcero cJeayer BbGUpPatb CTBOJMBI TOTOJLLE, HA TOHKHX
CTBOJIaX OHH BooGLle He BOJSATCH.

— Koro Bbl HMeere B BHALY? — crnipocua Bem6u.

— J)Kykos, pasymeercsi! — 3acmesiicst asited.— JKYKOB M JIHUHHOK.
Cmotpure, Kak 310 Jenaercsi.— M oH 3a6apabGanun 1o CTBOJY:
TYK, TYK, TyK!..

Benouka npouwimeirHysia no crBosy M, HaWas AsTaa, NPHHSNACh €ro
6paHUThb:

— Hy uto BBl Gonraere? Kakoe npuHLY [e]0 A0 BCAKHX XKYKOB
U JHUUHHOK?

— A nouemy ke HeT? — yauBuicsa aaten.— OHH OYeHb BKYCHBI.—
OH c XpycToM packycusi >KyKa, NpPOMJIOTHJ €ro H BHOBb 3acTydan
KJIIOBOM MO Kope ay6a.

— Ax, BB HHYEro He noHHmaeTe! — BoaMyllanach Gesouka.—
Y >3Toro 3HaTHOro rocrnojdHa COBCeM HHble, 6oJiee BbLICOKHE LEJH...
Bbl nocraBunu cebsi B raynoe nosoxeHue!

— MeHsi 3TO HMYYTb He Tporaer, si IUIIOI0 Ha BbICOKHe Lean! —
BeCeJIO BCKpHUYaJJ ASITeN U yJjeTesa Npoub.

Benouka cko/b3HyJla BHHS3. '

— BBl MeHsi He 3HaeTe? — KOKETJIHBO crnpocusa oHa bewm6u.

— $ nonaraioo, uYto 3HalO BaC OYeHb XOPOLIO,— APYXKeaio6HO
orBeTHs Bem6u.— Bbl xuBere Tam, HaBepXxy.— OH KHBHYJ Ha Bep-
WHHY ayba.

Benouka Becesio nmocmorpesna Ha Hero.

— Bbl nyraere menst ¢ Moeit 6a6yluikoil,— cKasana oHa.— §1 Tak
M 3Haja, 4YTo BBl myTaeTe MeHsi ¢ GabylkoH. DTO OHa XKHJa TaM,
HaBepxy, Koriaa Bbl ellle Gblid pe6Genkom, npuul Bem6u. Ona uacro
paccka3sbiBasla MHe o Bac. [la... HO 3aTeM ee y6usaa KyHHUa. D10 6blIO
naBHO, 3uMoOH. Bbl, HaBepHO, He moMHHTE...

— Oruero xe,— BemM6u CKAOHHJ TOJNOBY,— 1 cJblliag 06 3TOM.

— Ilocne Hee ciopa nepecenusicst Mo# orel.— Desnouka cpenasna
Gosblive raasa, BHINIPSIMUJIACh M BEXJIMBO NpHiKaja K Tpyldu nepen-
HHE JlanKu.— DBITb MoXKeT, BHl NyTaere MeHst ¢ MOHM OTUOM? BH 3Haau
Moero orua?

— K coxaJnenuio, si 6bl1 JIMLIEH 3TOr0 yIOBOJbCTBHS.

— Hy, 310 He yauBHTENbHO,— BOCK/IHMKHY/Na Genouka.— OH G6bia
Tako# yrpioMbli U GOSI3/IUBBIHA, OH HH C KeM He ofiiascs.

— A rzue o Tenepb? — ocBegomuicsi bemGu.

— Ax! — BockaukHyna Genouka.— C Mecsin Hasajn OH monad
B Janbl K coBe. C Tex mop si W mocejunach 3fecb U TaK MPHKHIACH,
4YTO MHOrHe AyMmaloT, OyATO §1 XKHJa TYT Bceraa.

Bem6u nosepuyJscs, uTo6bl HATH CBOEH NOpPOroil.

— TlopoxnanuTe MHHYTOUKY! — OK/IHKHYJa ero Geqouka.— §1 BoBce
He O TOoM cobHMpanacb C BaMM TOBOPHTb. ¥ MeHSI COBCeM HHOe
6b10 Ha ywme!

— Uro BH XxoTenu ckasaTb? — JackoBo crnpocua bem6u, ocra-
HaBJ/IMBASICh.

— Jla, uto s xorena ckasaTb? — Besouka 3ajgymanach, 3arem

214



NOANpBITHYyJ/a BAPYr H cefa CTOJGUKOM, ONepuHch Ha CBOH MYLIMCTHIH
xBocT.— AxX, si BcnoMHuna! § xorena ckasaTb, uTO Balla KOPOHA
HeoOblualHO KpacuBa!

— Bul HaxonuTe? — o6panoBanHO crpocua Bem6u.

— UYyno kak xopowa! — K Genouka KASTBEHHO NpHxXKaja K rpyiu
nepeanye nankd.— Takass Bblcokas W mnbliHas! M ¢ TakuMu AnuH-
HBIMH CBeT/BIMH 3y6uaMu! D10 Tak peaxko ObiBaer...

— TlpaBna? — cnpocun Bem6u.

OH Tak o6pagfoBaJcs, uTO TYT XK€ CHOBa aTakoBaJ opeluHuk. Kopa
cnajana JJUHHBIMH TSXKaMH. ;

— $ nponkua npsiMmo ckasaTb,— MpOJOMKaJa TeM BpemeHeM Ge-
JIOUKa,— 4YTO HHM y KOro M3 BallUX HeT TakKoH KopoHwl, Kpome Cra-
pefiliero, KoHeu#Ho. DTo NpocTo HeoGbluaiHo... [lasi TeX, KTO 3HaJj Bac
NpoWABLIM JieToM... §I Buaena Bac OIHaXIbl, HO TPYAHO MOBEPHUTH,
4TO Bbl TOT CaMbli MaJablll. DTH TOHEHbKHE POCTOUKH, KOTOpBIE...

— bynbre 3n0poBr,— HeoxupanHo npepBaJ ee bem6iu.— MHe nopa
uarn.— M on nobexan npousb. _

bem6u He ni06Gp/1, KOra emy HaNOMHHAAM O TMpoulioM JjeTe. ITO
6bina camasi TsxeJasi nopa B ero xku3HH. [lepBoe Bpemsi nocse ucues-
HOBEHHS] MaTepH OH UYyBCTBOBaJ ceOsi cOBCeM NOTepsiHHBIM. B TOT ronx
3uMa aJaujacb GeCKOHEYHO; HaMep3LUHMCSi, HaroJoNaBLIMMCS JIECHBIM
XKHUTEJIIM Ka3aJloch, UTO BecHa HHUKoraa He npuier. Ecau Obl He TeTs
Herrna, Bem6u enBa siu mepenec 6bl 3umy. OHa B3siia ero roj CBOIO
OneKy M momorana BceMm, ueM Tojabko morsaa. M Bce xe Bem6u uys-
cTBOBaJs cebs oueHb OAMHOKHUM. Emy He xBataso I'o6o, 6enusiru I'obo,
pa3fenuBLIero nedyajbHYIO ydacTb MHOTHX oGutateneit Jeca. bBem6u
4acTO BCMOMHMHAaA O HeM. TO/NbKO Tenepb MOHAJ OH MO-HACTOSALIEMY,
Kak no6p v 6naroponeH Gblja ero noruGLUIMi ApPYT.

danuny oH Bugen penako. Heo6biuHo pobkasi u Oosi3nuBasi, OHA
Jep»aJjacb MOCTOSIHHO BO3Jle MaTepH.

[To3nHe#i BecHOH, Korga HakoHel| mnoTtenJjeno, beM6u HeMHOro
npuoGonpuacst. OH HayucTHIA [0 G6enM3HBl CBOK MEPBYI0 MOJOAYIO
KODOHY M OueHb ropaujcs ewo. Ho Tyr npuiuna HoBas HanacTb:
BCe JpPyrHe KOPOHOBaHHbIE OJleHH BO3HEHABMJE/H €ro H INpec/efoBaJjiH
BCEMM BO3MOXHBIMH crnoco6amu. OHH rHajau ero mnpoub oOT cebs,
He MOrJH TepheTb ero cocencrBa. Mx xecrokoe o6palleHde aepxajo
bem6u B nocrosinHom crTpaxe. Ha KaxXjpom liary nojcreperana e€ro
6ena. On cran usberatb ny6auuHbIX cOopulll, BeiGHpas 3a6poOLUEHHbIE,
norafHble TPONbl U GPOAMJ TaM B MPayHOM, MOJYaJHBOM OLHHOUECTBE.

B sicHble, COJIHEYHble JHH €ro OXBaThiBaJjO HENOHATHoe 6ecrnoKoM-
CTBO, CepALE HAMOJHSJIOCh CTPACTHHM, TOCKYIOLIMM CTpeMJIEHHEM,
KYTKHM H C/aJoCTHbIM. Bcrpeuass uspenka @anuvHy HJH Kakylo-
HUGYAb W3 €e MOJPYT, OH MCMBITHIBAJ K HHM HEYJepKHMOe BJjledeHHE.
To ke ollylleHHe BJiafe]o UM, €CIAH OH Yy3HaBajl HX cjel HJIH
yyTbeM yraibiBaJ ux 6ausoctb. Torpa, He B CHjlaxX CpaBHTbCS C coboio,
OH KHIaJCcs Ha pO3bicKH. B Jydiuem ciyyae OH HHMKOro He HaXOAWJ
M TIIETHO, M3MYUEHHbIA AYIIOH W TEJOM, CJAOHAJICA MO Jiecy; B XyA-
meM — Habpenan Ha KOro-aH60 M3 CBOMX KODOHOBAHHBIX POAHYEH.
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Torpa emy 3apaBanu u3psiaHyio tpenky. Ero 6usu, BajiuaM ¢ HOT,
KaTaju Mo 3emJje H C 1030pPOM MPOTOHSJAH Mpoub. Xyxke Bcero obpa-
mwanauck ¢ HUM PonHo u Kapyec.

3aueM TOMBKO HamnoMHuNa eMy O6ejouka o6 3To#l ropbkoit nope!
3aueM BCKO/MLIXHYJa TsiXKKHe W YHU3HTeJbHble BocroMuHaHusi! CnoBHO
)Kejasi YHTH OT HHUX, Bem6u puHyncss npoub, He pasbupasi AOPOTH.

CHHMLBI M KOPOJIbKM HMCNYyraHHO BBIMapXHBaj¥ M3 KYyCTOB, uepes
KoTOopble MuaJjcsi BemOu, H yIMBNEHHO CNpaliMBadHd APYr Yy IPYXKKH:

— Kro 3to?.. Uto 3T0?..

Copoka rapkHyJ/a TpPeBOXKHO:

— Yro cayuyusnocb? UTo cAyUuHIOCH?

M B ToH ell 0603/1eHHO BCKpHYana coika:

— Hy, uto Tam ewe y Bac?

Bem6u He 0o6paTH/N HA HHX HHUKAKOrO BHHMaHMS.

Yepubl#t npo3n, nepejieras ¢ nepeBa Ha [epeBO, HaneBas emy:

— C no6puim yrpom!.. Kak s pa-an!..

bem6u ocrancs rayx K ero npueery.

Jlec BOKpyr nocserses, MPOHU3aHHBIA Jydyamu HabpaBLIero cHay
conHua, Ho beM6H ¥ 3TOrO HEe 3aMeTHJI...

BHe3anHO 4TO-TO C TpPECKOM BblIeTeNO H3-NMOA CaMblX €ro HOr H,
CBEPKHYB BCEMM LiBETaMH panyrv, Ha Mur ociaenuwyo Bem6u. To 6bla
H>xaHenno, ¢asadH. Euwe mMraHoBenve — u bBem6u HacTynua 6bl eMy
Ha crnuHy. Ha6upas Beicory, [lXaHenno rpoMko OpaHuJcs.

— 3IT0 Hec/abIXaHHO!..— Kpu4aj OH CBOMM HAATPECHYTbIM, KJIOXUy-
ILHM T'OJIOCOM.

Bem6u o3apavyeHHO morasiien eMmy BCJeN.

— Xopoulo eule, YTO Tak 0GOLIOCH...— NPOrOBOPHJ HEXHBIHA, BOp-
Ky©ouu# rosocok psisoMm ¢ bem6u.— Ho ¢ Bawe# cTopoHs 370,
npaBoO, HEOCTOPOKHO.

To 6bna [xaHennuna, xeHa ¢asaHa. Ona BBICHXKHBaja
B TpaBe siila.

— Mo#i MyxX yxKacHO ucnyraJcsi,— NMpOLOJKa/ja OHa YKODH3HEH-
Ho.— Tak e, BnpoueM, Kak M a cama. Ho s He mory IBHHYTbCH,
¥ NPUKOBaHa K MeCTy, Kak W Bcerga B NONOOHBIX OOGCTOATENbCTBAX,
¥ Bbl JIETKO MOIJM Da3[aBHTb MeHS...

Bem6u cmyTtuics.

— HW3BuHHTE, MoXKaNylicTa,— npousHec oH, 3anuHasicb.— $ cpenan
3TO He CO 3Ja.

— O, noxaayiicra! Koseuno, xe 310 Gbuio He co 3aa. Ho moit myx
M s — Mbl TakHe HepBHble ceiiuac. Bl XKe camu nmoHumaere...

Bem6u Huuero He noHsa u noGpen pnanblie. Jlec mea BOKpYr
Hero. CoJiHue MO30JIOTHJIO M HArpeao BO3AYX, @ KyCTapHHMKH, TPaBbl
M THXO JBbIMSIILASIC POCHUCTBIMH MCIapeHHSIMH 3eMJst ocTpo 3abaaroyxa-
au. Mosojas cuna pasauiace no teny bem6u, 1 OH NBHHYJCS Bhnepen
KaKHM-TO OCOGEHHO YNPYTHM, NPYKHHUCTBIM LIATOM.

Bot on npubausuacs K KycTy Oy3HHBI H, BBICOKO BCKHMIBIBasi KO-
JIeHH, cTajl pbITb 3eMJi0, pa3bpachiBasi BO BCE CTOPOHBl 4YepHbIe,
KupHble KoMmbsi. Ero ToHkHe, ocTpo pasgBoeHHble KOMBITLA CKalIMBa-
JI pOCLIYIO y MOAHOXHA GY3WHBI TPaBy, 3asUbl0 KanycTKY, MOJCHEX-
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HHKH, (uanku ¥ orrpe6an HX Npoub, NMoka He OGHAXKHJIACh TEMHas,
B3pbIXJEHHAasl 3eMJs.

JBa kpora, paboTaBLIMX Hal CBOMMH XOLaMH B pa3BUJIKE KOPHS
cTapod GUpPIOUHHBI, C NIOGONBITCTBOM YCTaBHAUCL Ha BemGw.

— OpHako... DTo XKe Kypam Ha CMeX TO, YTO OH jenaaer! — mpo-
uienTaj OAMH KpoT Apyromy.— PasBe tak poioT?

Jlpyrol upOHHUYECKH MOMAXKaJ YroJKH TOHKOro pra:

— Jla oH MOHATHA He HMeeT O pHIThe... cpa3y BHAHO... Tak Bcerna
6niBaeT, Korga GepyTcsi He 3a CBoe [eJo.

Bapyr bem6u nogHsin rosioBy, HaBOCTPHJ YLK H BHHMAaTeNbHO
orasajencs. CKBo3b MJeTeHHe JIUCTbEB KyCTapHHKa NpPOCBEYHBAJIO UTO-
TO KpacHoe, cMYTHO Gesesin 3y6ubl KOpoHbl. Bem6u ¢ripkHyn. Kro xe
3TO onsTb npecjenyer ero: Pouno, Kapyc unu kro-to gpyroii? Xsatur!
«IToka»u, 4To Tl HHKOro He Gowulibcs! — B cMATeHHH Ayman Bem6u.—
[lyctb Gositcst Te6si!» W1 on Gpocuacsi Bnepep...

lenectesnn KycThl, Tpellafd H JOMaJHCb Cyuybsl Ha NYTH CTpPeMH-
TeJbHOro cKoka bem6u. Termepb y)Ke OH BHJeJ NPOTHBHHKA BO BeChb
pOCT, HO He y3HaBas ero. Bce nabllo nepep raasamy, JHIIb OfHA
OTYeT/NHBass MbICJb Ouaach B Mo3ry: Brepen!

Husko onyctus pora, co6paB B 3aThilKe BCIO CHJY, TOTOBMJCH
bem6u k ymapy. O yxe cablllan 3amax LIepCTH MPOTHBHMKA, BHIEN
ero HesalMiueHHbll 6Gok. Ho tyr nporuBuuk bem6u cnenan enBa
ynoBHMOe nABHKeHHe, U Dem6u, ckakHyB, BMeCTO OXHAaeMmMoro nmnpe-
NATCTBUSA BcTpeTHs nycrtory. [lpockouuB MHMO UenH, OH ILaTHYJCH,
HO BCe »X€ COXpaHH/J paBHOBecHe H OBICTPO IMOBEPHYJCS, TFOTOBbI
K HoBoMy Gpocky. M 1yt on y3unan Crapeiiuero...

BemM6y 0T HEOXKHAAHHOCTH TaK pacTepsjicsi, YTO COBCEM MaJj AYXOM,
Y TOMIBKO CTHJ NMoMellas emy 6pocHtbest HayTek. OH cTOsJ, 6€CNOMOLLHO
nepeMHHasicb ¢ HOTH Ha HOTY.

— Hy? — cnoko#iHo npousnec CrapeHuii.

Ero ray6oku#i rosoc, 3By4aBLIHH HErpOMKO, HO IOBEJHTE/bHO,
KakK ¥ Bcerja, npoHuk bem6u B camoe cepaue.

— Hy! — noBTopun crapuifi onexb.

— $  nymaa..— npo6opmoran bembu,— s ayman, 510 PoHHO
niH...— OH 3aMsfcs H Jauib po6ko rasipen Ha Crapefero.

A ToT cCTOS, HEOBMXKHBIH M MOTyYHil, €ro rojoBa Y>e COBCEM
nocenena, HO TeMHBIH, riyGOKHH B3rasil CcBepkasJ MNpexHed ropuo,
OTHEBOH CHJIOH.

— Tlouemy ke THl He Hamagaelllb Ha MeHsi? — crnpocus Crapedlui.

Bem6u cMoTpes Ha Hero ternepb CO CTpaHHbIM, HEH3BELAHHBIM BOOLY-
lIeBJieHHEeM W TalHbIM copporanuem. EMy xorenock orBeruth: «[loTo-
My 4TO 51 10640 Te6si»,— HO BMECTO TOTO OH CKasaJl:

— He 3narw.

A Crapeiiludii oulynbiBaj ero raasam:

— JaBHo st He Buaen T1ebsi. Tol cran OGOAbLIKM H CHJBHBIM.

Bem6u Huuero He oTBeTHJ, OH Apoxaa oT cuactbsi. A Crapedwuit
NPOLO/KaJ UCTIBITYIOLIE Pa3TAsiabiBaTh ero. HeoXXHaaHHO OH MOACTYNH
BIJIOTHYI0O K Bem6u.

— bBynb xpabp,— cka3zan oH, MOBepHYJCH H B TO K€ MrHOBe-
HHe Hcues. 917



Bem6u posro ocraBaJjicsi Ha MecTe...

Hacrano xapkoe nero. M cnapkas, Biaekyluas, yxe pa3 HCNbITaH-
Has TocKa BHOBb oxBaTu/a Bem6u. OHa nena B ero KpoBH, FOpsiuMM
6ecrokoicTBOM npoHH3biBana Teno. OH 6e3 ycrtanu Oayxpaan o Jjecy
B CTPAaCTHOH W HaNpsi)KEHHOH MOroHe 3a HeBeJOMBIM.

OpHaxasl oH Berperun Panuny. Berperus coBceM HEOXHAAHHO H,
OTYMaHeHHbIl CBOeH cTpaHHOH TOCKOH, He cpa3y y3Han ee. M Bor
OHa CTOHUT repel HHM...

Heckonbko cexkynn Dbem6u cosepuan ee mosaua, 3aTeM y Hero
BbIPBAJIOCh:

— danuHa, Kakas Thl cTana Kpacupas!

— A Tbl Bce-TakH y3Han meHsi? — crnpocusna danuna.

— Kak Mor s Te6si He y3HaTb! — Bckpuuasa bBem6u.— Passe Mbl
He BBIPOCJH BMecTe?

QdanuHa B3LOXHYJA:

— Mpl Tak pgonro He Bujenucb..— M po6aBuna: — Mbl cranu
COBCEM YYXXHMH ApPYr ApPyry.— IDTo ObLIO CKa3aHO ee NpexHHM Jier-
KHM, HEMPHHYXAEHHBIM TOHOM.

Tenepb oHH cTosfiNM GAW3KO APYr BO3Je Apyra.

— Bor sTOlt  TpomuHKOH,— Mocfle KOpPOTKOro MOJYaHusl Ha-
yas bem6u,— MBI uyacTO XomMau € MaMo#, Korda si Obl1 eulle Ma-
JIEHbKHM.

— OmHa Bejer Ha noasiHy,— cka3saJja PaJsuHa.

— Ha nonsine a Bnepsble BcTpeTua Tebsi! — BOCTOPXKEHHO CKa3all
bem6u.— Tbl nmoMHHLLIBL?

— Ja,— orBetuna PanuHa,— meHsi H [ 060.— OHa THXOHBKO
B3J0XHyJa: — Bennbiil T'o6o!

W bem6u moBTOpHI:

— DbBenuniit Tobo!

OHM cTanu BCMOMHHATL NPOLLIOE, TO H [1eJO CrpaliuBasi APYr
npyra: «A moMHHLIBL?», «A 3TO Thl MOMHHIUL?>»

Oka3saJsiocb, 4T0o 06a MOMHSIT BCe. DTO PafOBaJO HX H YAMBJSJIO.

— Tam, Ha nonsine,— BcrioMHUN bBem6u,— Mbl Hrpand B «AOro-
HANKY>». [ToMHHUIBL?

— Kaxercsi, 310 6bLIO BOT TakK..— Hadana @PanuHa 4 BIAPYT
¢ OBLICTPOTOH MOJIHHH CKaKHYyJa B CTOPOHY.

B nepsoe mrHoBenue Bem6u onewus, 3ateM 3aKpHuaJs CUacT/IHBBHIM
roJI0COM:

— Tloropu! Ilorogu munytouky!

— 51 He wMmory xpatb,— nmoanpasuuna ero Paguna.— 5 ouenb
ToponJoch.— M nerkumu npeikkamMu 3ackakana uyepe3 KyCThl H TpaBHl,
OMHUCBIBAS MOJNYKPYXKbSi.

Bem6u kuHyJcsi ell Hanepepes, GbLICTPO HarHaa M nperpagua e
nopory.

Tenepb OHM BHOBbL CMOKOHHO CTOSJIM psiloM, GOJNTalW H CMESJHCH.
Hm 6blno serko u papocTHo. Buedanuo danuHa BLICOKO NMOAMPHITHYJA,
CJIOBHO €€ YKOJIOJIH, MeTHYJ/1acb B CTOPOHY H BHOBb NPHHSAJNACh KPYXHTb
no nojsine. bem6u npunycrun 3a Hefi. Ho cefiuac emy He ymaBasochb
Tak ObicTpo ee nofimatbh — PanuHa yckoJb3ana.
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— Ilopoxau! — moaun bBem6u.— Hy nomoxau xke.. MHe Hamo
te6e 4TO-TO CKasaThb!..

danuHa ocTaHOBUJACD.

— Hy, 4T0?..— cnpocuna oHa ¢ NOGONBITCTBOM.

Bem6u monuan.

— Ax, Beuno THl Bce BblaymbiBaews! — M ®danuna nosepuynace,
6ynro HamepeBasiCb YHTH.

— Tlopoxau,— 6bicTpo ckasan Bem6bu.— § xoren... I xoren Tebs
COpPOCUTB... Thl N06HIWDbL MeHss, Panauna?

Ona nocMoTpena Ha HEro 3aWHTEPECOBAHHO M BbIXKHAATENbHO:

— 1 He 3naio.

— Ho Tt monxua 310 3HaTh,— HacrauBan bBem6u.— d ke BoOT
3Haio, BCEM CBOMM CYLUECTBOM 3Hal0, 4To /106410 Te6s1. ¥YKacHo n0610.
Hy ckaXu, 4to Thl JI0GHUIL MeHS.

— Moxer O6biTb, H J06/0...— oTBeTHa PajivHa HeyBepeHHO.

— W 1o Bcerga Gynelllb co MHOB?

— Ecau Tl Kak cienyer nonpocuiub! — yJabiGHYAaCh OHA.

— 5 npowy Te6si, ®anuna! JloGumas, poporas, 4yaHasi Mosi
®anuna! — Bckpuuan bBembu.— Tul cabimuwb? §1 npowy Te6si BeeM
cepauem!

— Hy, Torna s, koneuHo, 6ypy ¢ ToGoil,— HexHo orBetuna Pa-
JHMHA ¥, KHBHYB €My, MOLIJIa Npoub.

BocxulieHnHbl#l 4 pacTporanubiit, Bem6y nBUHY/CS 3a Hell Ha MOYTH-
TeNbHOM paccTosiHuM. O6orHyB no onyuike nojsiny, ®anuHa yraybunach
B yauly. bem6u xoren mocnegoBaTth 3a Heill, HO TYT 3aTpellafd KyCTh,
¥ nepej HUM npeacrtan pasbspeHHbl Kapyc.

— Cro#i! — KpHKHYJ OH.

Ho, 3aHsaTbi# ogHoll auuib Panuunoil, beM6u enBa B3r/siHyJ Ha Hero.

— Tlycru! — ckasan oH ToponnuBo.— MHe cefiuac He n0 Tebs.

— Ilpoub! — 310610 . npoxpunen Kapyc.— CHio MHHYTY npoub!
Mnu st usyBeuy te6Gsi! §1 3anpewmato rtebe npecnenoBatb Panuny!

It caoBa npobyauau B BeM6H cambie ropbkHe, caMble HEHAaBHCT-
Hble BOCMOMHMHAHMS: KaK JOJro, Kak HecrnpaBeijuBO, Kak Gecnoiian-
HO MpecjefoBafd ero, TpaBujaH, Myuuau! OH He NMPOH3HEC HH CJIOBA,
HO BMHI, HCIOJHeHHbIH OGeLIeHCTBa, OMYCTHJ TOJOBY H DHHYJCS
Ha Kapyca. 3to 6bn HeorTpasumbiil ymap. [lpexne uem Kapyc mor
coo6pa3uTb, 4TO K€ MPOHM30LLI0, OH YyXKe Jexan Ha 3emnae. Kapyc
TOTYAC BCKOUYMJ, HO e/Ba OH OKa3a/jCsi Ha HOraX, Kak HOBBbIH MOLUHBIH
ynap orbpocua ero B cropoHy. Kapyc 3auiarascs, npuces, 4yBCTBYS
HeNpPHUBBIUHYIO c1aboCTb BO BCEX WjeHaXx.

— DBem6u! — KpHKHyJl OH M XOTea elle pa3 KPHKHYyTb.— bem...

Ho Tperuit ynap B fonarky eiBa He BbILIHG H3 HETO AYX.

Kapyc oTk/JoHHNICSE B cTOpOHY, 4T06 M36€XKaTh OUepeHOro HacKoKa
Bem6u, U BAPYr CTPaHHO MOXOJOAEBLIMM CEPALEM IMOHS: 3TO rubesb.
OH noBepHyJcs U KHHYJcA 6GexaTb.

Bem6u Mosnua ruajcs 3a HMUM MO MATaM, H B 3TOM IPO3HOM MOJ-
YaHHM NpOTHBHHKA Kapyc npouesn CBOH NMpPHroBOp: HE XKAH MHJIOCTH,
Bem6u pasgenaercst ¢ ToGoil pa3 W HaBceraa. Kapyc KpyTo CBEpHYJ
C JOpOTH, H3 TMOCJHEJHHX, CKYOHBIX CHJ BJIOMMJCS B KYCTapHHK
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M MOBJIEKCSl JaJjbllle, OCTABJsiE HA CYubfiXx Kioubsi wiepcti. Ho bem6u
BApPYr ocraBua noroHw. OH npucaywancsi, 4yTKo npsjas yllamH,
3aTeM IOCMEeLIHa Ha3a.

Ensa BhiGexxaB Ha onywky, bem6u ysugen PanuHy, npeche-
nyemyio PoHHo.

— POHHO! — KpHKHYJ1 OH, caM He cJjbllla CBOEro roJjoca.

Xpomoit PouHo Gerasn mioxo. O cJoBHO o6pafoBaJjicsi HeXIaHHOH
nomexe W TYT »Ke GpPOCHJ NpecjenoBaHue.

— Bor Te na! — ckasan oH HaameHHO.— Mo#l maneHbkuil Bemo6u!
Te6e yTO-HHOGYOb HYKHO OT MeHS?

— §l xouy,— cka3an bem6u c nomaBleHHBIM THEBOM,— fI XOuy,
yTo6bl Thl OCTaBHA B Nnokoe daauHy M ceiluac xe yAajdW/ICs OTCIOAA.

— TonbKO-TO? — M3[eBaTeNbCKH CNpocua PoHHO.— A TBI, OfHaKoO,
CTan Jep3KHM NapHeM.

— PonHo,— cka3an bem6u euwe Tulle,— s npowy o6 3TOM paaH
Te6si. Cefiuac Thl ellle MoOXellb YHTH, HO NMOTOM... MIOTOM...

— Oro! — BockaukHyn PonHO, He Ha WYTKY o0603JeHHbIH.— Bot
KaK Tbl 3arOBOPHJ? YK He CYuTaellb JIH Thl MEHSl ¥ BNPSMb XPOMBIM?
Wau nobGepa map Gepusiroit Kapycom yaapuna Te6e B rojoBy? [locay-
ulailt no6poro coseta..

— Her, PonHo,— npepBan ero bem6u,— 310 5 naio Tebe NOODHIH
coeT: yxomu.— [osioc ero apoxan.— §1 Bceraa Jo6un Te6s, Pou-
HO, W TMpeKJoHsJcs nepel TBouM yMoM. 51 otnaio Tebe JOMXK-
Hoe, PoHHO, moToMy uTo Thl crapuie U onbiTHee MeHs. Ho ceituac
B mnociedHu#l pa3 TroBOPIO: yXoAH.. MoeMy TeprneHHIO TNPHUXOLHT
KOHelL...

— T[ljoxo, uTo y Tebsi Tak Masjo TeprneHHs,— NpPe3pHTeNbHO CKa-
3an PorHo.— 310 GosbLiofl HepocTaToK, Maabill. Ho ycnoko#cs, st Te6si
He 3ajzepxky. S pasgenaioch ¢ ToGoit B onHO MrHoBeHbe. Miu Th 3a-
Obl71, CKOIbKO pa3 fl 3ajlaBaj Tebe Tpenky?

Jlyuwe 6b1 Ponno He Bcriomunas 06 3tom. Bem6y oHemen oT sipocTH
M, KaK Oe3yMHbldt, puHy/acs Ha PonHo. ToT Kpasn ero, HH3KO ONYyCTHB
rojoBy. C TpeckoM cwHGaHCh OHH J06 B J06. PoHHO cTosin TBepuo,
¥ ero yausujo, uto bembu He orseren Haszax. OH HHKaK He OxXuial,
uto Bem6u orBakuTCcsi HanacTb nepBbIM. [lep3ocTb NPOTHBHHKA CMYyTHJA
ero. [louyBcTBOBaN OH H Moslofylo, yBecHCTylo cuay Bem6u W roHsa,
4To eMy He ycTositb. Toraa PoHHO peulM/Cs Ha XHTPOCTb: OBLICTPBIM
JBHXKEHHEM OTBeJl OH TOJIOBY, paccuuThiBasi, YTo norepsis ynop, bemou
nosepruetcsi HaseMb. Ho BeM6u snulnb uyTh moumaTHyscs, cTaj Ha 3af-
HHMe HOTH M pHHyJcsi Ha PoHHO ¢ ynBoeHHOH sipoctbio. [locabiwalcsi
pe3kui, 3BOHKUH XpycT — y Pouno o6nomuncsi 3y6eu Kopoubl, HoO PoH-
HO MOKa3aJjloch, uTO TpecHyJs j06. B yuiax y Hero 3acBucresio, U3 rias
nocbinajuch HCKphl. B cienyioliuit Mur MoLHBIH ygap pasopBaj emy
naevo. ¥ PoHHO cnepJ/io AblXaHHe, OH OMYCTHJICS Ha 3eMJIIO, a Hal HHUM
B HEYKDOTHMMOM rHeBe Bbipoc Bemo6Hu.

— ITowmapu!..— npocronan PouHoO.
Bem6u Bcsienyio, Hayraj, HaHec emMy elle yaap.
— § npowy Te6s...— }Kano6Ho Moaua PoHHo.— TH XKe 3Haellb,

uTo 5 XpoMmoH... 5l ke npocto wytua... [owanu Mmews...
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I'pyar Bem6u Tsikeno B3npimasnach. OH Me[JileHHO OTBes HalieJleH-
Hble [JIsl yaapa pora M CTYNuJ B cTOpoHy. PoHHO ¢ Tpynom nopHsijcs.
OH ucTekasl KpOBbIO, ero waTtajo M3 CTOPOHbBl B CTOPOHYy. Be3amoJiBHO
3aKOBbLIAJ OH Mpoub... bem6u ycrpemuscs B uaily, 4toGbl pasbiCKaTh
®anuny, Ho oHa cama Bola eMy HaBcrpedy. OHa npsitanach 6JM3
ONyLIKH H BCe BHAeJA.

— 3ro0 6HJIO 3aMeuaTresbHO! — cKa3zajla OHa CO CMeXOM, a 3aTeM
no6aBua THXO U cepbe3Ho: — J o060 Tebs...

Onu nouid BMecTe, CYACTIHBHE.

OnHaxabl OHH pelnJIH pas3bicKaTb MPOTalHHKY, Ha KOTopoH BemGu
nocnefHui pa3 Bcrperus Crapeiitiero. beM6H yxe He pas ¢ Booaylues-
JeHHeM pacckasbiBas PanuHe 06 3Tol BeTpeue.

— Moxxer GbITb, HaM NOCYACTIMUBHTCH €ro yBHIerb. 1 Tak cocky-
yuJics no Hemy!

— 310 6bl110 GBI MHJI0,— HEGPEXKHO cKadana Panuna.— $1 He npoub
no6oJITaTb C HUM.

Ona roBopusia Henpasiy: Npu Bcell CBOell JIETKOMBICJEHHONH mep-
30CTH OHa nobauBaJjach CTaporo BOXKIS.

Cymepkn pacuenuauch, Gausuicsi Bocxon codHua. OHM  THXO
IBHTAJIMCb CKBO3b KOJIBILIYLIHHACA MOL yTPEHHHM BETEPKOM KyCTapHHK.
Henopaneky ot Hux uro-to 3awypiuano. OHH 3aMepsH, HacTopo-
JKeHHO BIJISIABIBAsiCb B OKpYXKawlllylo 3apocib. M BOT 4TO OHM yBH-
nenu. Pasasurasi KycThl, K nporajnHe MeNJIEHHO ABHTaJjcsi HX rpomap-
HbIH coposnMy. B mpeapaccBeTHOM cympake, JIHLIAIOILEM NMPOCTOP OObIY-
HbIX KPacoK, OH Ka3aJjicsl THraHTCKHM CepbiM NPH3PaKOM.

®Pannna Kajob6HO 3akpuyasa. BemOu TOXe Obl1 HCNyraH, H TpH-
BHIYHBIH BOMJIb FOTOB GbJI BHIPBATLCA M3 €ro ropJsia, HO OH CTPacTHHIM
ycunuem caepxan cebs. [omoc danuubl 3Byuyasn Tak 6eCrnOMOILHO,
Y4TO KaJIOCTb M cocTpanaHHe mepecuyund B Bembu crpax.

— UTto ¢ TOGOI? — wwenTan oH ¢ 3a60TIHMBOH J1acKOH, XOTs roJioc
ero apoxan.— Uro ¢ To6oH? OH He chmenaer HaM HHYEro MJOXOTo.

Ho ®anuna Bonmuia Kak HCTyIVIEHHAS.

— He Bosnyiics, noporasi,— npocus bem6u.— On ke Haw poauy,
B KOHLE KOHLOB.

Ho dannua He KesaJja u cablliate o nogo6HoM poxctee. Kak 3a-
BOpOXKeHHasl, B3HWpaJjia OHa Ha JIocs, KOTOPHIH, HHCKOJbLKO He 3a060-
TACb O MPOM3BEEHHOM BIEYaTJEHHH, CNOKOHHO wWIecTBOBAJ JaJiblue.
Ona Bce KpHuaja M KpHyaJa.

— Hy nepecuab ke cebs! — moaun bBem6u.— Uto on nopymaer
o Hac!

— TIlyctb nymaer uto yroauo! — BocknukHyaa PanuHa, He B cuyax
oBnanaerb coGoil.— A-a-o!.. Ba-a-o!l.. A-a-o! IDto uepecuyp, ObITb
TakiM rpomagHbiM!..— OHa mnpogoJiKaja BONHTb BO BCe TOPJO.—
A-a-o!.. ba-a-o!l..— a B mnpomexyTkax Mexny BbKpHKamu Opocana
Bem6u: — OctaBb Mensi B nokoe! 51 He mory unaue! A-a-ol.. Ba-a-o!l..

Moryuuii poaMy OCTAaHOBMJICS Ha MporajiHe H TNPHHSJICS OTHICKH-
BaThb B TPaBe COYHbie OBIIHHKH.
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[lepeBonsi pacrepsiHHbIE B3rasid ¢ obesymeBllell daJiMHbl Ha CIlo-
KOHHOro, paBHOAYWIHOTO GoraThipsi, beMOHM HCOBITBIBAJ KaKoe-TO HO-
BOe, He3HaKoMoe UyBCTBO. YcnokauBasi PajuHy, OH mnpeopnoJen cob-
CTBEHHBIH cTpax, M cefiyac eMmy ObIIO HENOHSITHO, KAK MOr OH paHbile
TakK TepATbCS MPH BCTpede C 3THMH BbICOKOPOIHBIMH.

— T'nyno!.. Croano!..— npousnec oH B cepauax.— CeHuac 1
NOHAY M NMO3HAKOMJIIOCh C HHUM.

— He pena#t 3toro! — Bckpuuana @Panuna.— He nenait 3toro!
Ba-a-o! 1o npuHecer nam Hecuacrtbe. Ba-a-o!

— $ cnenawo 3T0 HempemeHHO,— TBepAO Bo3pa3uns bemb6u.

Ero ockop6Jsiio H yHHMXKaJO BbICOKOMEPHOe CIIOKOHCTBHe JOCS,
He ofOpalllaBlllero Ha HUX HHKAKOroO BHHMaHHS.

— $1 uay K HeMy,— ckasal OH.— A Tbl TocTapaiics yCIoKo-
utbesi, PanuHa. YBuauiub, Bce Gyper xopoiwo.— M oH pelicTBHTENb-
HO moLueJ.

Ho ®anuna ne crana xparhb paspsisku. OHa noBepHyJiach U ¢ TPOM-
KUM KpHKOM nobexxasa npoub. [losro 3ByuaJs ee roJjoc:

— ba-a-o!.. ba-a-o!l..

Ilo yectn rosopsi, Bem6Gu oxoTHO mnocnenoBan Obl ee MpUMeEDY,
HO 3TO yXe Oblo HeBO3MOXxHO. CoOpaBllHCh € OyXOM, OH TMolle
BIlepen.

Cepnue rpomMko 3abunoch B rpyad DBem6GH, Korga OH BhILIArHYJ
Ha mporajHHy. Jlocb BCKHHYJ roJloBy, TVIsTHYJl Ha NpHLIeJNbLA CBEpXY
BHH3 M TOTUac e OTBeJ B3IVISI[.

BricokoMepHe cka3blBalloch B KaXXIOM ero IBHxeHHd. W B Tom,
Kak OH cMepus bem6bu B3rnsimom, u B TOM, Kak rasiien TNoBepx ero
rojloBbl B KaKylO-TO [LaJIeKyl0 MyCTOTY.

Bem6u pacrepsinicsi. Y Hero Obllo TBeplOe HaMepeHHe 3aroBOPHTD
¢ Jocem. «Jlo6poe yTpo,— XoTeJ OH cKa3aTb,— MeHA 30ByT bemOH.
Mory nu crnipocuTb 0 BallleM nouTeHHOM MMeHH?» Bot u Bce! Ho kak e
He MPOCTO OKa3saJjoch 370 Ha gese! Ilpuanune obs3biBano bem6bu 3aro-
BODHTb TepBbIM, pa3 OH TNOAOLIeJ K JOCK, HO 60si3Hb MOKa3aTbCs
HaBfA3UKUBLIM 3aThiKajla eMy poOT.

Jloch cTOsi1 BesMUeCTBEHHbIH M HENMPHUCTYIHBIN, BUI €ro CKOBLIBAJI,
nopasyaa bem6u. TuleTHo mbiTaJjicsi OH CTPAXHYTh ¢ ce6sl 3TY CTPaHHYIO
olleneHesNOCTb, THIeTHO TBepaua cebe: «[louemy s pobGeto? $1 noutu
Takol Ke OosblIoH, KakK OH... S Takoii XKe O6oJblUOH, KaK OH...»

Ho yrosopbl He mnomoraau: B ray6uHe cBoero cyllectBa bem6u
CO3HaBaJl, UTO OH BOBCE He TakKoH 60JbLIOH, KaK Jockb. Jlaneko He TakoH
6oabuiof. TOCKIHBO M MYTHO ObLIO y HEro Ha cepille.

A nocb rasigen na Bem6u v nymada:

«On Besukosenen!.. Ou noucruHe Besnukosened!.. Kakas cratb!..
Kakoe ussillectso B Kaxpaom asuxeHuu!.. Ho si He posiKeH Tak pas-
DJSbIBATh 3TOTO TPEKPAcCHOrO IOHOLy. IJTO MOXET CMYTHTb €ero...»

W o BHOBb cran rasineth noepx bem6u, Bnab...

Kakoit BbicokOMepHbIl B3rsisin! ITO NPOCTO HEBHIHOCHMMO — Thl
4yBCTByellb cebsi PANOM C HHUM He OoJblie camMOH XHJIOH KO3sIBKH
Ha NMayTHHHBIX HOXKax!..

A noce nyman: «§l 6bl ¢ ynoBosbCTBHEM 3aroBopuJ ¢ HUM. Kak 310
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HeJIerno M [0CajHO, YTo MH HHKOraa He obluaemcsi!» — M B3rasp ero
YyTh 3aTYMaHHJICA I'PYCThIO.

«$l nns Hero mMpoOCTO He cyllecTBylo,— ayman DBem6u.— Bce Mbl
HHUTO IJIS1 TOCIIOA M3 3TOro KjaHal..»

«Ho o uem 6b MOr s ¢ HHM TOBOPHTL?— HyMaJ Jocb.— S He
PEUYHCT, CKaXky uTo-HHOynb HeCypa3HOe W JIHIUb ONO30PIOCh B IJa3ax
3TOro IOHOLUH, KOTOPbIH, HABEPHO, OYEHb yMEH...»

Bem6u cobpasicsi HaKoHel € LyXoM M TBEpAO B3IJIAHYJ Ha JOCS.
«Kak OH ropa u npexkpaceH!» — mogymaJl OH C OTYasIHHEM.

«Her, BUAHO NpHaeTcs OTJIOXUTb 3HAKOMCTBO [0 APYroro pasa»,—
peLInJI JIOCh H TOLLesl CBOeH LOpPOroi, HeJOBOJbHBIH, Pa304apOBaHHbIH H,
KaK Bcerjga, BesJHYaBhlil.

Bem6u posro rasgen emy Been...

...Jlec Kypuics mnom mansilluMH Jydyamu coqHUa. ExBa B3oins,
OHO cOrHaJio crHe6a Bce TyuUH, He OCTaBHB [a)e CaMOro MaJjleHbKOro
nepucroro o6nauka, W ceiluac enHHOBJIACTHO Lapuyio B OGeckpaliHeil,
6/eKJ0H OT 3HOsI roJlyGH3He.

Han nossiHaMu W Jyramu, Hajg KpoHaMH [€peBbeB BO3LyX KoJe-
6aJicsi CTEKJNAHHO-NPO3PAUYHLIMH BOJIHAMH — TaK KoseGJercsi, APOXKHT
H MeplaeT OH Haj XKapKuM NiaMeHeM. He LuesloXHeTCS HH JIMCT, HH Obl-
JIMHKA. YMOJIK/IM TNTHUH, MONPSTaBLIUCL B TeHb JHCTBBL. IlyCTHIHHBI
nporajiiHbl, AOPOrd H NPOCeKH, HM OAMH 3Bepb He BHIHIeT ceHuac
Ha Tpomny. [IpoHH3aHHBIH CBepKaloOILHM CBETOM, JleC HEIABHXKHM, OH
cnoBHO BoiMep. Ho Ha nene OH mosioH ckpbiTOH KM3HM. [lbiuT 3emJs,
IOblIAT [BETHl, KYCThl, JepeBbsl, [bILIUT 3BePbEé B THKKOM 6JaKeH-
CTBe 3HOS.

Bem6u cnas.

Bcio Houb 6bl1 oH cyactiuB ¢ DasuHol,, N0 camoro yTpa
He TIpeKpallany OHH cBoeH BeceJsioil urpbl. HakoHell 3abpe3:xua pac-
cBeT, W nopa 6bijo noaymaTth o efe. Ho Bem6u Tak ycras, uTo coBcem
He YyBCTBOBaJ roJofa. I'nasa y Hero cJaumaJjiich, e€ro HeynepXHMO
KJOHHJ0 pony. Ilpsimo mocpenn KycTapHMKa OINYCTHJICA OH Ha 3eMJIIO
M ToTyac 3acHyJs. ['opbKOBaTo-OCTpHIi AyX Harperoro COJHUEM MOX-
JKeBeJIbHHKAa M HeXHbI apoMaT MOJIOAOH uYepeMyXH Yy Hero B roJioBax
OBEBaJIH €ro, COHHOrO, HAMOJIHSAS CBeXeH, XMeJbHOH CHJIOH.

OH npocHyJicsi BHe3alHO, MPOHH3aHHbLIH OCTpOH TpeBoroi. CKBO3b
COH ycJiblllas oH uyeH-To 30B. Panuuar..

bem6u ornspencsi. EmMy nomuunoch, uto PanmHa crosija pALOM
C HUM W OIUMOBIBa/sa JMCTOUKH Gesnoboponuuka. OH Jymas, uTo OHa
TaK WM ocTaHercss Bo3je Hero. Ho, BMAHO, OHa yuna H cefiuac, npH-
CKYYHMB OLHHOYECTBOM, IpPH3bIBaJa €ro...

[lpucnywnBasics, BeM6H mnbiTascss NOHSATb, AOATO JH OH chad
M naBHO Jid 30Ber ero danuHa, HO COH BCe elle TyMaHHJ TOJIOBY.

CHoBa npo3syuaJs 308, H bem6u mMurom nosepHyJicss Ha rojoc. Bor
eije u elile. bem6u cpasy obpen GoapoCTb, OH INOUYBCTBOBaJ cebs
OTJOXHYBILUMM, CHJIbHBIM H... OU€Hb T'OJIOJHBIM.

BHOBbL Mpo3Byyasio YHCTO, KaK NMTHUHH lebeT, TOCKYiolle H HEXHO:
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— Tlpuaul.. Mpuau!..

Ha, To 6b1 ee rosoc! To Obiia Panuua! BeMbu cTpeMHTENbHO
pBaHyJICA € MecTa; Bpa3 IPUTHYJHCh BETKH KyCTapHHKa, 3aTpelneTaJy
auctoukH. Ho Ha camom pasnere ckauka bemOu mnpuuiioch KpyTo
3a6paTh B CTOPOHY: NpSIMO MNepej HHUM, Nperpaxkaas emy IyTh, CTOSJ
Crape#uui.

Jlio6osb Oypauna B Bem6Gu, u crapuk Obla emy ceHuac Gespas-
auyed. OH OXOoTHO NoBupajicsi Gl ¢ HUM B Jpyroe Bpems, HO ceHuac
emy Obllo He fo Hero. Bem6u cierka kuBHysn CrapelilieMy M XoreJ
NpoHTH MHMO.

— Kyna? — crporo cnpocua ToT.

Bem6u nmouyBcTBOBaJ CTHII H YECTHO OTBETHJI:

— K wuei1, k Qanune...

— He xomu,— ckasan crapblii BoXak.

Hckpa ruesa npouusana bBem6u. He uarn k ®anune? Kak moxer
3TOro TpeboBaTh 3J0H cTapHk? Bem6H pelins 6GbljOo yapaTh, HO IJay-
60KkHil B3rssig OGoJbLIMX TeMHBIX IJa3, Kak M Bcerfa, NPHKOBaJ
€ro K Mecry.

— OHa 30BeT MeHsi...— NPOrOBOPHJI OH, [pOXKa OT HeTepleHHs.

— Her,— ckasan Crapeiiiuii,— oHa He 30BeT Tebs.

M TyT TOHEHbKO, KaK NTHUWi lle6eT, MPO3BEHEeJO:

— Tllpuau-ul..

— Bor onaTtb! — Bo30yXaneHHO BOCKIHKHYJ DBembu.— Tol cibl-
WHWb Tenepb?

— Cablity,— kuBHy1 Crapeiiuuil.

— Tak s no#iny,— ToponauBo ckKa3an bem6u.— [lo3Bosb MHe
HATH...

Ho Crapefitunii npukasaJ:

— Croit! :

— UYero Bbl XoTHTE OT MeHsi? — Bckpu4as bBembu.— Ilycrure mens!
Benr ®anvna 3o0Ber... JloaXKHbI BBl MOHATD...

— $1 roBopio Tebe, 3TO He OHa.

— Ho... A xe y3Han ee, 370 ee roJoc..— B OTYasiHUM CKa-
3an bem6u.
— Tlocaywa# meHd...— nauana 6wsio Crapeiiuuil.

Ho Tyt cHoBa mnpossyyan 308, H Dem6u mnokasanoch, 4To 3eMJist
FOPHUT y Hero MoJ HOraMmH.

— TIlycrute! — B3Moamacss oH.— §1 cKopo, si cpa3y e BepHycCb!..

— Her,— neuanbHo ckazan Crapefilinil,— Tl He BepHeLUbCH.
Hukorpna!

CHoBa npo3ByuaJl 30B.

— $1 nonxeH wuatH... [losxen! — BHe cebsi GopmoTas DBem6Gwu.

— Xopolo Ke,— nedyajbHo cka3dan Crapefluuil,— Mbl  TOH-
€M BMeCTe.

— DbBulcrpee!l...— kpukHya BemOu u npeirHys Bnepen.

— He cnemu! — nosenutenbuo ckasan Crapeiimvil.— Tl no#t-
Iellb no3and Meus. Cnen B caen.

Ou nBuHyscs Bnepen, W Dem6u, HeTepmesHWBO B3[blXasi, MOCJENO-
BaJl 3a HUM.
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— Caywa#i,— rosopusn Crapeiiiinil,— CKOJbKO Obl pa3 Thl HH
cabllaj 308, ocraBadcs npu MHe. Ecam sro Pasnuna, oHa HuKyna
or Tebsi He yiiner. Ho sro ne ®anuna. Bepb MHe u mnoguuHsiics.

BemM6u MosuaJl, OH CJIOBHO OHEMeN OT ropsi.

Mennenno npoasuranuck oHd Brnepen. O, crtapbili 3HaJ, Kak Halo
xonuTh! lllar ero 6bl1 Ge33ByueH, HH ONHH JIMCT He LUEJOXHYJCS
Ha MX MyTH, HH ONHH CyYoK He XpycTHyJ. A Beab Crapediwinii npoGu-
paJjica CKBO3b TyCTOH KyCTapHHK, CKBO3b UYacToe IJIeTeHHEe 3apociei.
M bBem6H, HecmMOoTpst Ha BCe CBOe HeTepNEHHE, BOCKHMILAJICS HM M
NbITAJCS NOApPaXKaTb €My.

BHoBb 4 BHOBBL 3By4aJs ToCKyioluuil npusbiB. Bapyr Crapeiiuit pes-
Ko 3abpas BmnpaBo. Bem6u mnoHsi, 4To TOT HAeT B OOXOHL, U 3Ta He-
Hy>KHasi 3ajlep>KKa INpHBesa ero B oTuasiHHe.

— Tlpu-u-pu!l.. — nmocablllanoch CHOBA, HO Temepb TrOJOC yXKe
3ByuYasl B CTOpOHe.

Kak HM MyuHTeJbHO TeKJO BpeMsi, HO OHH Bce OauxKe M OaHKe
NOAXOAMJIH K rOJIOCy, HEYyTOMHMO CJaBIUE€MY B MPOCTOP CBOH HeXHBIH
NpH3bIB.

— UYro 6bl Thl HH yBHAe],— THXO cKasan Crapelluuil,— He ABH-
rafica... Casliinmb?.. BHUMaTenbHO ciend 3a MHOH W genail TO XKe,
4YTO M ... H He MOAAABAHCA CTPaxy...

Eie Hecko/sbKO 11aroB — v BAPYr pe3kuil, Bo36yxKpawoluui, Xo-
poLLO 3HAKOMBI 3amnax yaapusa Bem6H B HO3npu. OH MJIOTHYJ ero Tak
MHOTrO, UYTO €ABa yAepxKaJcs oT BCKpHKa. Kak mpurBoxieHHbIH, 3amep
OH Ha MecTe, Cepille ero OWJIOCH y caMoro ropJa,

Crapeiilunii XpaHHJ TOJIHOE CNOKOHACTBHE.

«Tam!» — yka3an on beM6u B3rasigom.

A TaM, TNpHCIOHMBLIHCb K CTBOJY Ay0a, MOJYCKPHITHIH KycTaMH
opelllHHKa, coBceM OJH3KO OT HHX, cTosi1 OH M THXOHbKO 3BaJl:

— Tlpupu!.. Tlpugu!..

Ero mupokasi cnunHa Gblna obGpallleHa K OJIEHSIM, JIHLO OCTaBaJjoCh
CKPBITBIM.

Bem6u 6bln1 moTpsiceH, OH pa3 3a pa3oM MOBTOpsia cebe:

«[da, 3to OH... D10 pedictBuresbHo Ou... dto Ou moapaxan ro-
Jgocy ®anuubl... dto OH 3Ban: npuau, npuau!..»

W xorpa HakoHel 3Ta Mblc/b TPOHHKJIA B co3HaHHe DemOu,
JefeHsIIUHH y»Kac OXBaTHJ ero, W Mbicib O GercTBe BMHI HallPyKH-
HHJIA TeJlo.

— Hu ¢ wmecra! — 6bictpo u BJaactHo mnpoiuenTtan Crapeduini.

M TakoBa Oblsa MOlb 3TOro roJioca, YTO CMSITEHHBIH, pacTepsiH-
Hbl# Bem6u moBuHOBaJCH.

CrapefliHli cMOTpe] Ha Hero 4yTb HaCMeUIHBO, 3aTeM B3MJAL
€ro BHOBb CTaJl cepbe3HblM H GiaroxKenatesbHbiM. M Bce e BemGu
4yBCTBOBAJ, YTO He MOXeET AOJblle OCTaBaTbCsl 3Je€Cb, B HECTEPIHMOM
6nu3zocty K Hemy.

— HWnem,— cka3zan Crapeiiluuii, yragas ero uyBCTBO, H IOBep-
HyJ Hasan.

OCTOpPOXKHO CKOMb3HJAH OHHM Tpoub. CTapedllnii yxoaus He MpsiMo,
a 3uraarame, cMmbicia KoTopbix Dem6u He moHuMana. Ho, He cmes
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ocylwlaTbCsi, OH CTapaTe/bHO MOoAparkaJl Liary BOX[sl, XOTSl Kaxaasi
€ro >KHJIKa, ApoxKaJa oOT HeTeprneHusi. TOJbKO Tenepb €ro MOACTErH-
BaJjla y>Ke He /1060Bb, a CTpax...

A Crapefiiinii To ¥ [e0 OCTAaHABJHWBAJICA; TPUCIYLIHBAJCS, BbITH-
CbiBaJ HOBBI# 3Mr3ar M OCTaHaBJIMBAJCS; M CHOBA LUEJ HETOPOIUIHBO,
oueHb HetopomJuBo. M1 Bce ke B kKakoH-To Mur BemM6u mnouyBcTBOBAJ,
UTO OHM yX>Ke [aJieKO YLIJIH OT OMAacHOTO MecTa...

«Korna oH cHoBa ocTtaHoBHTCHA,— noayman bem6u,— s no6aaro-
apio ero».

Ho tyr Crapefiiunit Ha rnazax y DBem6Gu cBepHysJ B OpeLIHHK
M CKDBLJICS B ero ryctom mJjereduu. M onsiTb HW OfMH JIHCT He WIeNOX-
HyJICSl, HH OIMH Cy4YOK He XPYCTHYJ TaMm, rae OH CKoJb3HJ. bem6u
nocjenoBas 3a HUM, [bITasiCb [BUraThCsl CTOJb Ke OecCllyMHO,
CTOJIb XK€ HMCKYCHO OOGXOAMTb MpPenATcCTBUA. Ho JIMCTbS THXOHBKO llle-
JlecTe/lM Ha ero NyTH, BeTKH, crubasicb o ero 60kKa, pacnpsMJsJIMCb
CO CBHCTOM, TOHKHE CYYKH JIOMaJHCb C KOPOTKHM TPECKOM O €ro rpynb.

«OH cnac MHe XH3Hb,— ayman bBem6u.— Uro s ckaxy emy?»

Ho Crapeiiiiero u cnen npoctbisl. Bem6u Boillen U3 KinTapHuKa
M OKa3aJICi Ha NyCTbIHHOM, MJIyXOM MecTe, nopociiem pyToH . BckuHyB
rojloBy, OH OIJIsileJiCsi, HO HHrae He Mor OOHapy>XHTb [La)Ke JIerkoro
lueBeJIeHHA JIMCTKAa, faxe caaboro B3apora TpaBuUHKH. bBem6u 6bln
OllHH, coBcem oAWH. M, yXXe He uyscTBysl Ham coboif uyxKoli BaacT,
OH faJl BOJIIO [aBHO TOMHBILeMYy ero nosniBy kK GerctBy. Ilon ero Jje-
TALLUM BIlepe] TeJOM TYroil paKUTHHK CTJaJCs CJOBHO MOA KOCOH...

ITocsie ponrux Gayxnauuil emy ypajnochb otbickate Panuny. On 3a-
IbiXancsi, oH OblJ] M3MyuYeH, HO CUacCTJIMB.

— TIlpowy Tebsi, mobGumasi,— ckazajl OH,— s npolly Tebsi... He
30BH MEHfl, KOTla Mbl B pa3JjlyKe... HHKoraa He 30BH MeHs!l.. Dynem
Jydlle ucKaTtb APYr Apyra, moka He Hadgem... Ho He 30BH, HHMKOrna
He 30BH MEHs, IIOTOMY YTO $i HE CMOTy YCTOSITb Tlepel TBOHM 30BOM.

...Uepe3 Hecko/bKO AHe#l oHM 6€33a60THO LK POLUHIEH MOJIOABIX
LyOKOB 10 Ty cTOpoHY moasiiel. OHH XOoTeqM nepecedb MNOJISHY
¥ BBIHTH K cTapomy Ay6y, OT KOTOPOro 3auMHajacbh HX OObluHas
JIOPOKKA.

Y onyllkd 3apoc/b Npopennsach, TOTAA OHH CAEPKaJy Iiar U BHH-
mMaTtesibHO ocMoTpeaucb. baus craporo nyba, B 3eneHol JHCTBe,
MeJIbKaJlo 4TO-TO KpacCHoe.

— Kro 6B 310 Mor 6biTh? — mpoulentan bem6u.

— Ax, Hy KoMy Tam GbiTh, kpome PonHo u Kapyca! — orosBsa-
nace Panuna.

— Ensa au,— nokauan rososoit Bem6u.— C HeKOTOPBLIX NOP OHH
n3beratlor Mens... Her, 3to ne PoHHo M He Kapyc... 3TO uyxo#...

— I[lpaBsna, uyxo#, Tenepp si TOXe BHXY,— corsacunack Pasnu-
Ha.— Ho kak cTpaHHO oH cebsi BegeT!

' Pyma — 0KHOe NOJYKYCTaPHUKOBOE PACTEHHE C JKeJTHIMH LBETAMH M C JHC-
TbAMH, COACPKAIUMMH 3PHPHOC MacO.
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— He crtpanno, a rayno! — ckazan bem6u.— ¥YausutesnsHo raymno!
On Bener ce6si, Kak majoc AuTs... CIOBHO Ha CBeTe lie CyLIeCTBYeT
onacHoctu!

®PanuHa cropasa oT JO6ONLITCTBA.

— Tlofinem tyna!

— Tlo#inem,— cornacunca bem6u.— He wmewaer mnosyuuie pac-
CMOTpETL MOJIOALA...

Ouu He cpenanu ¥ Tpex wwaroB, Kak PasnHa 3akosebanach:

— A ecnu ou 3arteer ccopy... OH, KaxeTcsl, CHIbHBIA...

— ba! — bem6u npenebGpekuTeqbHO MOTHYJ roJioBoit.— [locmor-
PH, Kakasi y Hero MmaJieHbKasi KopoHa... MHe au ero 6ositbcsi? [lapeub,
npaBAa, MJIOTHLIM M TOJCTBIH, HO cuJbHBIE Ju.. He aymaw. HMpewm!

W onu aBunyauch nanblue.

Mexay TeM He3HakKoMell KaK HH B 4eM HH ObIBajo JIaKOMHJCH
COUHBIMH MeTeNKamu TpaB. OH 3aMeTHJl WX, KOTLa OHH YXKe IOCTHIJIH
cepellMHbl MOJIAAHBI, W TYT 2Ke Opocuicss MM HaBcTpedy, HIPHBO
H pajoctHo noanpeiruBasi. bem6bu u PanuHa ocraHoBuaHch. Ho BoT
OH TMoJCKakaJ ellle 6JMXKe M craj B AByX Llarax OT HUX.

— Bbl He y3Haere MeHf? — CNPOCHJ OH.

Bem6u crosin B 60eBOH TOTOBHOCTH, HH3KO OINYCTHB TOJIOBY.

— A passe Thl 3Haellb Hac? — OTO3BaJICA OH.

— Ho bBem6u,— BOCK/IHMKHYJ TOT [OBEPUHBO M YKOPH3HEHHO.

Yeawias cBoe Hmsi, BemM6y B3ApPOrHyJ M HEBOJILHO OTCTYIHJ Ha3am.
ITpu 3Byke 3TOTO TOJIOCA €ro cepille TPOHYJOCh KAaKUM-TO [dasleKHM
BOclloMHHaHHeM, a PanuHa yxKe MNpHIrHyJa HaBCTpeuy He3HAKOMLYy.

— To60! — kpukHyna ona.— 1o Thl, ['060!

— ®anuna,— THX0 cKa3saJja ['060.— Panuna... Cectperka... Tl Bce-
TaKH y3HaJla MeHs.

Ox nopowen K Helt M mouesosas ee. [lo 1iekam ero Tek/H cne3bl.
W danuna 3annakana, He B cHJaX BbIMOJIBUTb CJIOBA.

— JHa... To6o...— npob6opmoran bem6u. Oun 6b1  noTpsiceH,
pacrporaH, c6uT ¢ TOoNKy.— [a... [0Go... 3HaunT, THl He ymep?

060 paccmesiica:

— Kak Buanub... [lymalo, 4To 3T0 cpa3y 3aMeTHO.

— Ho... Torpa... Ha cHery...— nHacrauBaa Bem6u.

— Torna... to Ou cnac meHs Toraa.

— W rae xe Thl Gbla Bce 3TO Bpemsi? — crnpocuia Panuua, rasais
Ha 6paTa LIMPOKO OTKPHITHIMH TJla3aMH.

— ¥ Hero...— otBeruan I'o6o.— Bce 310 Bpemsi st Ob1 y Hero.—
[Mocmatpusasi To Ha Danuny, Ho Ha bembu, 'obo Hacna)kpajcsi UX
yauBieHuem.— [la, mou Hoporde... 51 mMHoro mnepexuJs, OoJblie, 4Yem
Bbl 06a 3p1ech, B BalleM Jiecy.

CrnoBa ero 3pydaju HemHoOro xsactiuBo, Ho PannHa u DbBembu
6blIM  CJHIIKOM TOpa)KeHbl, 4T06b 06paTHTb HAa 3TO BHHMaHHe.

— Hy, roBopu ke, He Myuail Hac! — Bckpuuana PaJjuHa.

— O! — npousnec T'obo camomoBosbHO.— §1 Mory pacckasblBaTh
Lesblil IeHb M BCe-TaKH He LOHAY 0 KOHIA.

— Tak naunu xotsi 6bl, [060! — ckaszan bembu.

Ho I'o6o nosepHysca Kk Panune. OH cpa3y craJjl O4YeHb CEPbE3HBIM.
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— Mama XuBa? — CIIPOCHJI OH THXHM, POGKHM TOJIOCOM.

— Ja! — Becesno Bckpuuana Qanuna.— OHa Xusa... Ho s maBHO
He BHIeJNa ee.

— S xouy cefiuac ke K Hell! — ckazan T'o6o.— Bbl mnoiinere
CO MHOH?

M onu BTpoeM [BHHyJHCL B MyTh M LM B TOJHOM MOJIYAHHH.
bem6bun u PanuHa uyBcTBOBaJM, UYTO MHCAH [060 3aHSITHI Marepbio,
M He XoTesM eMmy MeliaThb. Jlulb nopoii, korga I'o6o BTOpONsX mpo-
6eras MUMO HY>XHOro NMOBOPOTa WJIM Cropsiia CBOpauMBaJ He TyAa, KyAa
cJIel0Baso, OHH THXO MOMNPABJSJIH €ro.

— Tlpsimo! — wentan HBem6u.

— Her, He ciopa! — wenrana Panuna.

Heckonbko pa3 uM npuiuioch Nepecedb OTKpbIThle Mecta. bem6u
u PanuHa 3amerusu, uro ['06o HHM pa3y He OCTAHOBHJICA Ha Kpaio
Yauy, 4toObl OrnsifieTbCsl, a Bbiberas Ha mpocTop cpa3sy, 6e3 BcsKoH
onackHh. OHH OO6MeHHBaJIUCb yAMBJEHHbIMH B3NJsiJaMH, HO HHUero
He rosopunu T'o60 M crefoBajM 3a HMUM CO CMyLIEHHbIM cCepaleM.

Hoaro 6ayxpanu oHM mo Jecy, noka ['060 He y3Hal TPONHHKY
cBOoero gnercrBa. PactporaHHbil, oH o6epHyJicsl M, He NMOJLO3peBasi, 4To
ero Beqn PanuHa u bem6u, KpukHys:

— UYro ckaxere — JIOBKO 51 Bac MpHBEJ?

Bckope oHM MOJOWJIH K MajleHbKOMY JIECHOMY TalHHKY.

— 3necb! — kpukHysna PasnvHa H NPOCKOJb3HYJA BHYTPb.

I'o6o nocnemoBan 3a Hel, W cepille ero 3amepJso cjaanxkoil 6oJibo.
ATo O6bl1 TOT caMbli TalHMYOK, Ta 3eJleHasi XHXKHMHaA, rae oba OHH
NOABHJIMCb Ha CBeT M BO3Jle MaTepd IpPOBeJH BCe CBOE JIeTCTBO.
Barasiasl ux Berperusauch, n dasuHa THXOHLKO TNolesoBana OpaTta.

Ewe nonro 6nyxnanu ouu mno Jecy. CoJiHIle CBETHJO CKBO3b BETBH
BCce sipue M sipYe, NHeBHAs THIUMHA OKyThiBaJsa Jiec, MpHOJHIKaIOCh
Bpemsa ortabixa. Ho [o6o He uyBcrBoBas ycrasnoctu. OH 1warad, He
pa3bupasi noporu ¥ OecllesbHO luiapsi BOKpyr ce6si rnasamu. OH coB-
ceM OTBHIK OT JiecHOH »u3HH. OH Becb cKaJjicsi, KOrga B TpaBe Ipo-
LUIMBITHYJ1a Jlacka, W elBa He HacTylua Ha (a3aHoB, TE€CHO MPHXKaB-
wHxes K 3emge. Korpa Ke dasaHbl, rpOMKO 1Iyplia KpbUIbfIMH, B3Je-
TeJM Mepej] caMbiM ero HocoMm, 'o6o yxKacHo ucnyraJgcs.

BeM6u ynuBnsna cnenora u HeykmoxkecTb 1060 — oH Bes cebsi
Ha JlecHOH Tpome, Kak uyxak. Ho Bor I'o6o cmepxan war u, nosep-
HyBwuch K PannHe, cKasasa ¢ oTHasiHHEM:

— Mbl HHKorpa He HaélpemM mamy!

Y Hero onsiTb MOSIBUJIOCH TO yHbLIOE BhIpaKeHue, Kotopoe PasuHa
TaK XOpolllo 3HaJa.

— Ckopo, T'o6o,— ckazana oHa wmsirko,— ckopo.— M nob6aBusna
cO cMexoM: — A Xodellb — naBail 3BaTb MaMmy, Kak Mbl 3BaJjld ee B [eT-
CTBe, IOMHHIb?

W tyr Bem6u, et neMHOro Bnepenu, BAPYr yBHIAEN TETIO DHHY.

Ona orablxana, Jexa B TeHH OpelluHbl. He ycrnen OH OKJIHKHYTb
Fo60 u PannHy, Kak OHH yXKe OKasaslucb Bo3Je Hero. Bce Tpoe
MOJYa CMOTpesd Ha TeTio DHHY. Ta THXO MOJHAJA TroJOBY H TIPH-
OTKpblJla COHHbIEe rJasa.
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060 pobko warnys Bnepen.

— Mama! — npousHec OH HErPOMKHMM, WATKHM TOJIOCOM.

C/10BHO BCTyrHyTasi FPOMOBBIM YAAPOM, TeTs DHHA BMHMI BCKOUMJIA
Ha HorW, U I'o60 BceM TeJiOM MopaJcs K Heil.

— Mawmal..— T'osoc ero npecekces.

Matbs nocmoTpesa CblHy B rJa3a, KPyNHasi APOXKb MPOHHM3bIBAJA
ee ¢ roJioBul 10 HOr. OHa HHYero He ckasaJjla, HH O YeM He CIIPOCHJA,
OHa TOJIbKO MejJleHHO mnolleqoBasa ['060o B ry6bl, LenoBaja ero ILieku
M LUe0; OHa OMbIBaJla ero CBOMMH MOLEJNYSIMHM, Kak B Ty JaJieKylo 1opy,
KOrla OH TOJIbKO MOSIBHJICH Ha CBeT...

Bce o6urtatenu Jeca cobpasuch B TeCHB KPYXOK B TIJyOuHe
yalluM, 4tobbl MocayliaTh pacckassl I'o6o.

Buin Tyt m apyr-mpusiTens 3asii, ChlH MOKOMHOro 3aiua. B kpaii-
HeM W3yMJIeHHM TI0[biMal OH CBOHM YLIH-JOXKKH, 60siCb TNPONYyCTHTH
XOTh CJIOBO, W BAPYr POHsI HX O6eccHibHO, 4YTOOBl TYT e CHOBa
NOAHATS.

Copoka npucTpounsiach Ha HH3CHBKOM Cyuke MoJlogoro Gyka M BHH-
Majla paccKasuuky C ocrtosbeHenblM BHAOM. B oTauune oT Hee, cu-
JeBliasi HAa siceHe cOiKa Besa cebs HeCMOKOMHO: OHa TO M 1eJo TPOH-
3UTeJbHO BCKpPHKHBaja, He B cuJax nobopoTb usymijenHe. TyT xKe
HAXONMJUCh M 3HaKoMble (aszaHbl CO CBOMMH XKeHaMu U AeTbMH. Onu
B 6e3MOJIBHOM YIHBJEHHH BOpoOuaJy LiesiMH, H3rubasi MX M TaK M 3Tak,
H BO BCe CTOPOHbLI JIeTeJH OT HHX 30/10Thle CTpeJbl.

Bes ycranM ckakaja no BeTBAM B3BOJHOBaHHasi Oejouka. Ona
TO COCKaJb3biBajla MO CTBOJY YyTh He A0 CaMOH 3eMJH, TO B3JeTaaa
0 MaKOBKM JepeBa, TO BIpPYl YycaXKHBaJjachb CTOJIOMKOM Ha CBOit
NyWHCTH XBOCT, MokasbiBasi Oenyio rpyaky. Eil HeTepmesocs mnpe-
pBaTb I'060, 4TOoObl BhICKA3aThCA CaMOH, HO OKpy»KalolllMe BCAKHH pas
NpU3bIBANH €e K INOPSAAKY.

A To6o pacckasbiBaJ, Kak, OCcTaBIUHCh 6€3 BCAKOH NMOMOILH Ha CHe-
ry, OH NOIXKH[AJ CMepTb.

— Co6aku Hawgn MeHsi,— roBopus oH.— Cobaku — 3TO camoe
cTpaiuHoe B Mmupe. MXx mactb mosHa KpOBH, MX TroJioCc MOJIOH THEeBa,
OHH HEe BEAAIOT COCTPanaHHs.

CBbicoka orssiieB ciylliatesel, oH NPOROJKAJ:

— Hy... ¢ Tex nmop s He pa3 urpas c HHUMH, CJOBHO OHH MOH pO-
IM4H, U Temepb si coBceM He Gotocbh MX. M Bce ke, Koraa s canlly
UX J1aHl, y MeHfl Mo-npeXHeMy HauHHaeT LIyMeTb B rOJIOBE W LENeHeeT
cepaue. OHH nasieko He Bcerga JesaloT 3TO C MJOXMMH HaMePEHHSIMH,
HO HX ToJIoC TPYAHO BBIHOCHTb...— [[060 MHOro3HauMTeJbHO 3amoaual.

— Hy, a uto ke 6bl0o B TOT pa3? — ¢ HCNYraHHbIM JIOOOMBIT-
ctBoM cnpocusa PanuHa.

— B 10T pa3s co6aku xoTeau pacrep3aTb MeHs, HO TYT ABujcs Om!

['o60 cpenan naysy, cayuiaTey TNOUTH He AbllIaJiH.

— Ja,— ckasan T'o6o,— 1yt siuscsi OH, NPHKPHKHYJ Ha co6ak,
¥ OHHM OTNOJ3/A¥ OT MeHsi npoub. OH [PHKPHKHYJ elle pas, H cobGakH
nokopHo Jerau y Ero Hor. Torna OH moAHANn MeHsi M, JIACKOBO IpH-
Kumasi K cebe, MoHec...

— UYto 3TO 3HAYHUT — TOHEC? — crpocuna danuHa.
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o060 npunsncs o6bACHITh €l BaXKHO H OGCTOSITENIBHO.

— Jla sto coBcem mpocto! — npepBan ero bem6u.— Tl norasiay,
QannnHa, Kak 3T0 Aesaer 6enouka, KOrjga OHa CKayeT € OpEeLIKOM
B Jlanax. DTO H 3HAUHT <HECTH>.

Tyr Genouka cousa HakOHel, BO3MOXKHbIM BCTaBHUTb CJIOBO.

—— OnfMH M3 MOMX Ky3€HOB...— HauaJjia oHa OblCTpoO.

Ho Bce BoKpyr 3akpuuanu:

— Tuuwe, Tuuwe, nycrs ['oGo npoponxaer!

beslouke NMpULIIOCH 3aMOJYATh.

OHa oropueHHO MpHKaJja K IPyaM [epefHHe Janku W [OBepHyJach
K COpoKe B Hajexje, HTO Ta BbICJAylllaeT ee B YacCTHOM MOPSIKe.

— B camom pese... onuH H3 Moux 6GpaTbes...

Ho copoka 11pocto-Hanpocto nokasaga ed CHUHY.

A To60 Bce paccka3biBas O pa3HbIX UYymecax.

— CHapyKd X0J0AHO, GyulyeT HENOrojid, a BHYTPH THXO H TeIIo,
KaK JIETOM...

— I'xax! — mpockpunesna coiika.

— Cuapy»H JbeT L0XIb, BCE MOKHET, a BHYTPH XOTb Obl OfHa
Kamiisl ynaga, d Thl COBCEM CYXOH.

CBCpPKHYB [1parolieHHbIM omepeHHeM, (a3aHbl B JaJL CKJIOHHJH
roJ10Bbl HabOK.

— CHapy»H Bce OblIO MOKPHITO TOJICTHIM, [MyLIHUCTHIM CHEroM, a
HaxXoAWJCA B Telje, MHe Obio npocto xKapko. OH KOPMHJ MeHsS
KawTanamH, kaptodesem, penoi, fake CeHOM — CJOBOM, BCEM, 4ero st
TOJIbKO MOT TOXKeJsarTh.

— Ce-HOM? — BO30y>X[I€HHO W HEeLOBEpPYHBO BCKpHHAJIHM OJIEHH
B OJHH roJoc.

— Jla, cBexXHM cJagKHMm ceHoM,— noBtopus o060 TakuMm ToHOM,
Oyato peub wWja 0 camoOH OOLIYHOH BeLIH.

B HacrynuBluie#l 1mouTH MOJITBEHHOH THILHHE CHOBa [PO3ByYas
TOHKHH rosnoc 6eso4KH:

— OpnHH U3 MOHX KY3€HOB...

— Jla 3amMonuuilib Ju Thl! — 3aKpHYaJH Ha HEe XOpOM.

M korma cHoBa Hacrasa TtuuiMHa, Panuna copocuaa Oparta:

— Orkyna xe 6pan OH 3UMOll ceHO fa H BCe OCTaJbHOE?

— On BblpalunBag,— BaxKHO orBeTHn [060.— OH MoOXKeT Bhlpac-
THUTb BCE, 4TO 3axXo4eT W Korja 3axouer. Yero 6bl OH HH moxenan —
BCE TYT XKe mnosiBjsercs nepef Hum.

— Ckaxu npasny, ['o6o: neyxeiau teGe He 6blio crpawno B Ero
NPUCYTCTBUH?

060 MOKPOBUTENLCTBEHHO VCMEXHYJICA:

— Her, noporas ®anuna, nuckoasko. 51 3vas, uro OH He cresnaer
MHE HHuero nypHoro. 3aidem >xe mHe Obiio 60sitbcsi? Bbl Bce cunTaerte
Ero 3abiM, Ho On BoBce He 3qo#. C Temu, koro On JI0OGHT, KTO BEPHO
cayxut Emy, On ynusurensno no6p. Hukro B Lesiom MHpe He MOXeT
6niTh no6pec Ero.

[060 Bce elle BocxBassisq A0GPOTY CBOEro HOBOrO Apyra, Koraa
u3 3apocsaeli GeciiymHo Bbictynua Crapeliuiuil. ['o6o He 3ameruJ ero,
HO Bce ocTaJfbHble yBugeau Crapeiillero U 3aMepau B 6sarorosei-
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HOM Hcnyre. A TOT CTOAJ HeABMIKHO, Kak Gbl oulynbiBasi [060 CBOMMH
CTPOTHMMH, FIYGOKHMH TJa3amu.

— Ero nern Toxe no6Gunn meHsi,— pacckaswiBan ['060,— u Ero
J)KeHa Jo6uaa mens, 1 Bce Ero nomouanub. OHH nackagau mMeHs, Aa-
BaJli MHEe eCTb pasHble JIJaKOMCTBA, UI'pPaJH CO MHOH...

Tyt Fo6o ocekes, 3amerus Hakonel Crapefilero.

M B HacTynuBuled THLIHHE cTapblil BOXAb o6paTuica K 060 cBoum
OObIYHBIM CHOKOHHBIM W BJIACTHbIM FOJIOCOM:

— Yro 310 3a nosoca y Te6si Ha wee?

TyT ToJbKO BCce MPUMeTHAH Ha wee ['060 CIOBHO KaeMKy H3 MpH-
MSITBIX, @ YacCTbi0O BHITEPTBIX BOJOC.

['060 cmylleHHO OTBEeTHJI:

— 310?.. IDT0 cJeld OT KpacuBoro O6aHTa, KOTOPbIH S HOCHJI...
Jto Ero 6auT... Bosbwasi yects iocuth Ero 6anr...

Crapsifi BoxKAb nonro rasjen Ha [060, NPOHHLATENBHO U NeUAJbHO.

— HecuacThblil,— ckaszan oH THXO, TIOBEPHYJCS H BMHI HCUe3.

Bocnosnb3osaBllHCh MEHYTHBIM 3aMeLIATeNbCTBOM, OGeJOYKA ONSTL
NpUHAJAcCh 3a CBOE:

— B camom pese... OauH n3 MOHX Ky3eHOB TOXe mnobbiBas
y Hero... On noiiman Mmoero Opata W [04r0 jaepxKaJj B3anepTH...
O, ouenb poaro. Ho kak-To pa3 moii Ky3eH...

Hukto He cran caywartb 6es0uky, BCC PaCXOAMIHCh B raYy6OKOIl
3aJyMUMBOCTH H CMSITEHHH.

HexxnanHo-Heragauuo nosisunach MapeHa.

B 1y 3umy, Korna ucues ['060, oHa Oblja MOUTH B3pOCJOH JeByll-
KOH, HO C TeX MOp HHUKTO HC BH/EJ ee — OHa JeprKajacb OCOGHAKOM,
npeanoy1Tasl OJJHHOKYIO J0pOry.

Ona ocranach TakoH e XyAeHbKOH H MOTOMY BHITJfije]a COBCEM
10oHOH. Ho oHa Oblna cepbe3na, THXa W MPEBOCXOAMJIA BCEX CBEPCTHIL
MATKO#H caepxaHHocTblo. Cefiuac oHa y3Haja oT OeJoUKH, COiKH,
Jpo3aa ¥ COPOKH, 4TO B Jec BepHyscs 060, nepexuBIIHH Y/BU-
TeJIbHble MPUKJIOUEHHUsI, U MpHILJIa, YTO6b NOBHAATH €ro.

Matb 060 6bi1a nodblileda noceiieHueM Mapenbl. Ona mepexi-
BaJjla cefiuac Jy4llylo Nopy CBOEH >KHU3HH: BecCb JleC FOBOPUJ O €€ ChlHe,
OHa HacJa)kaaJgJacb caaBod M TpeboBasa, 4TOObLl KaXKAblH [MpH3Ia-
BaJ ['060 caMblM YMHBIM, CaMbIM JOCTOMHBIM, CAMBIM JIy4llIHM B Il€J1I0M
cBeTe.

— UYro ckaxellb, Mapena? — NpHBeTCTBOBaJa OHa T[OCTHIO.—
Uto ckaxewb Th 0 ['060? — He noxxupasicb oTBeTa, OHa MPOAOJKaA-
na: — Tul nomuuwb, tera Herraa uu Bo uto crasuna 'o6o, n noromy
JHIlb, YTO OH 4yTb APOKaJ BO Bpems Mopo3os. [lomuullb, OHA npen-
cKasbiBasia, YTO OH He IPUHECET MHC PaaoCTH?

— Ho BBl xJe6Hynu Hemano rops ¢ [060,— 3ameruna MapeHa.

— 2To0 Bce nosaau! — BOCKJMKHYJA MaTb, OT AYWIH YAWBJAEHHAS,
KaK MOXHO BCMOMHHATb Telepb MOAOOHbIe MycTsikM.— AX, MHe 10 CJie3
Kanab OenHyio Terio Hertay! Ywmeperb, Tak W HE YBHIEB, KakHM
cran mo# T'o6o!

— Jla, Geanasi tetss Herraa,— tuxo ckazana Mapena.— I'pycrho,
UTO ee HeT CpeaM Hac.
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060 ¢ ynoBoJsbcTBHEM Cayillajl MOXBaJibl, KOTOpbie pacroyasa emy
MaTh, OHH JlacKajld ero, CJIOBHO COJIHEYHOE TeIJIo.

— Jlaxe Crapefiu#i npuxoaus, 4to6el B3rnssHyTe Ha [060,—
npofo/sxkKana MaTb TaWHCTBEHHBIM ULIeNOTOM.— A Beib OH HHKOTAa
He fokasbiBaJjcsi cpead Hac... Ho pagu IN'o6o o npuwied.

— Iloyemy oH Ha3Ban MeHs HecyacTHbIM? — ckasaj [o6o Heno-
BOJIbHBIM TOHOM.— XoTes Obl fi 3HaTb, KAKOH B 3TOM CMBICJ?

— OcraBp! — yremnna ere wmarb.— OH crap u 4yjakosar.

Ho TI'o6o HHKaK He MOr yCHOKOHThCS:

— 51 Bce Bpemst nomalo Hap aTuM roaoBy. Hecuacrtubiii! Kakoit xe
s HecuacTHH!! $I oueHb cuacrtauBbiil. $I Buaen u nepexua GoJblie,
yeM BCe Bbl, BMecTe B3fiThie! §1 Jyulle 3HAlO MHpP H Jydille 3HAlO
JKH3Hb, ueM JIo6o# u3 oburareneil seca. Kak tol nonaraeub, Mapena?

— be3 comHenusi,— y6exaeHHO cka3aja MapeHa.— DTOro HHKTO
HEe CMOXeT OTpHLaTh!..

C tex nop I'o6o 1 MapeHa cTaju XOAUTb BMECTE.

bem6u uckan Crapedimiero. M1 B HOuHylo mnopy, ¥ B npeapaccBer-
Hble Yacbl, H Ha yTPEHHHX 30psAX OJyXKHaJl OH HEXOXKEHBIMH TPONaMH
oauH, 6e3 PajUHHL.

Tlopoit ero eute tAHya0 K PajinHe U OH C MPEXHUM YAOBOJbLCTBHEM
ryjsii ¢ HeH, caywasn ee 6oJTOBHIO, o6efalsl ¢ HeH Ha IoJsiHE HJIH
Ha JIECHOH OMNyllKe, HO TO YXKe He 3aXBaThlBaJjO e€ro LEeJHKOM.

Panbiue, nornoiensblfl 61u3octoio PanvHbl, OH JHLIb OUYEHb PENKO,
MesbKoM, AyMan o Bcrpede co CrapeiiinM. Cefiuac, pasbicKMBasi ero
no BCEMy JieCy, OH NMOYTH He BcrioMuHan o Dasune.

Cnoso, kortopoe Crapeiiwnit ckazan [o6o, HeOTBS3HO 3ByuaJo
B ymax bem6u. C camoro cBoero Bosspallenust ['060 mNpHUHHAN
Bem6u octpoe 6ecnokofcTBo. Bblio 4TO-TO KajKoe H MyHHTeJNbHOE
B ero obsuke. bem6u HHM Ha MUr He ocTaBjsina 60s3Hb 3a ['060, nepen
KOTOPHIM OH HCHBITHIBAJ CTPaHHOE H HeoO'bSCHHMOE UYyBCTBO CThlAA.

Korna emy noBoausioch tenepb GhiBaTh B o6uiectse ['o6o, mpocTo-
LYWHOro, CaMOAOBOJILHOTO, HauBHO-BbICOKOMepHoro ['06o, B yme ero
HEOTCTYNHO 3BeHeso cjoBo: «HecuacTubiii!» OH He MOr BBIKUHYTb
3TO CJIOBO H3 TOJIOBHI.

OpHax bl TeMHOH Ho4blo BeM6H OblJ OCTaHOB/IEH MPOH3HTENbHBIM
BCKDHKOM CBO€ro craporo mnpusitesis cblua. PasbirpaB, no oOblKHOBe-
HUIO, ucnyr, BeM6u BAPYr CMeKHYJ, YTO HOUYHOH JIETYH MOXKeT ObITb
NONE3€H €My B €ro MoucKax.

— He 3Haere su Bb cayuadiHo, rme cefiuac CrapeHmnii? —
CIIPOCHJ OH Cbl4a.

Cblu mpoBopuaJ, 4To He HMeeT 00 3TOM HH MaJjieHIUero MOHSITHS,
HO beM6u nokasasoch, UTO roJloC €ro 3BYYMT HEHCKPEHHE.

— Her,— cka3an oH,— s BaM He Bepio. Bbl Tak yMHbI, BaM H3BECTHO
BCE, 4TO TBOPHUTCA B Jecy. Moxere Jii Bbl HE 3HATb, [ie HAXOAHTCH
Crapeiliunii! :

Coblu, KpaitHe MOJbLIEHHbIH, TECHO MPHXKaJ MepLILKH K TeJNy W cTal
COBCEM KPOLUEUHbIM H IJIadKHM.

— Camo co6oii pasymeercsi, MHC 3TO HM3BECTHO,— MPOrOBOPHJ OH
THXO M BaXXHO,— HO fi He CMel0 pasrjaliartbh TaiHy... :
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Bem6u npuHsajics ynpamivBath:

— $1 uwe BbImaM Bac, Aa M MOTY JIM sl IPH MoeM rayGoKoM K BaMm
YBaXKeHHH..

Cbiu, cHOBa MpeBPATHBUIMACA B MyWIMCTbIH, MSTKHil Cepo-KOpHUHE-
BbId 11AapuK, MOBpallas CBOMMH YMHBIMM GOJbLIMMH raa3aMu, Kak
M BCeraa, KOTAa €My IMpPHXOAHMJOCh YTO-AH60 MO Ayile, W CcKaszad:

— Tak-tak. 3Hauut, Bbl MeHsl yBa)kaere. A 3a 4TO, MNO3BOJBbTE
CIIPOCHTB?

— 3a Bauly MYApOCTb,— HCKpeHHe ckadan Bem6u.— Kpome Toro,
3a Bauly BCerfallHIOl BeCceJOoCTb H IMPHBETJHBOCTb M e€lle 3a To,
UTO BBl TAaK HCKYCHO yMeeTe MyraTh OKpYXKaloluX. ITO Tak YMHO,
HeoObikHOBeHHO yMHO! Ecin 6bl s o6aaman BalldM TajaHTOM, 3TO
npHHecJo 6bl MHe GOJbLIYIO MOJb3Y.

Cblu rny6oKO 1OTPY3HJ KJIOB B TPYyAHOE OINCPEHHE — OH OblI
CYaCTJIMB.

— Hy,— ckazan oH,— mHe H3BecTHO, UTO cTapblil OJieHb pacnoJo-
JKEH K BaM.

— Tlouemy BBl Tak nymaere? — crnpocus bBem6u, u cepaue ero
pajocTHO 3a6HJ0Ch.

— §1 coBepulieHHO yBepeH B 3TOM,— OTBeTHJ cbid.— OH OT AylK
pacrnoJioXXeH K BaM, H 1 MoJjaraio, 3To JlaeT MHe MpaBo OTKPHITb BaM
€ro MeCTOHaXOXIeHHe.

OH cHOBa CTSIHYJl CBOH NepHLILIKH K TeJay, CJOBHO OXKHAAsA, UTO €ro
B 6saromapHOCTb MOTJAASAT.

— 3HaeTe JH BB pOB, 3apOCIUHH HBaMH?

— Jla,— kusHya Bem6u.

— A 3HakoM Ju BaM MOJIOJ0H 3eJieHbli AyGHSIK MO Ty CTOPOHY pBa?

— Her,— npusnancs bBem6u,— 51 eiie He ObIBa7 HA TOH CTOPOHE.

— Torapa caywanite BHHUMaTejbHO,— mpoiientasn cbiu.— [lo Ty
CTOpOHY pBa pacreT AyOHsIK. 3a AyOHSKOM pacKHHy/ACS KyCTapHHK,
MHOFO KYCTapHHKAa: OpELIHUK, CcepeOpPHCThIi TOmMoJb, OGOSAPBILIHMK
¥ GupioudHa. A mocpelH JEXUT CTapbli, NOBEPXKEHHHIH BeTPOM Oyk.
Tam B u posxHb HcKaTb. Ho cMoTpute He BoiaaBailite Mens!

— Ilon cTBOSIOM? — oluesOMJIeHHO MOBTOpHA Bem6u.

— Hy pa! — 3acmesinics  culu.— Beib CTBOJ  JIEXKHT  [ONEPCK
ray6okodt siMmpl. Tam BHl M Halaere cTapHka.

— Cnacu6o Bam! — ckasan bBem6u or Bcero cepauna.— He 3suai,
CyMel0 JM S OThICKaTb €ro fil0 3THM [pHMeTaM, HO Thicidy pas
6s1arofaplo Bac.

M oH 6bicTpo mobGexxas mpoub.

Cbiu OecllyMHO CJ€f0Baja 3a HHM W BAPYr 3aopaj Hajx cambiM
ero yxom:

— ¥Y-uk! ¥Y-ux! ¥Y-ux!

bem6u Bcero nepenepuyo.

— Bbl ucnyranuce? — ocsemoMuiicst chiu.— §1 Hamnyras sac?

— JHa...— nposeneran Bem6Gu, U Ha 3TOT pa3 OH CKasaj Mpasay.

Celu 3aBOpKOBaJ, OYeHb JOBOJIbHbI:

— $I TonbKO XOTen elie pa3 HAMOMHMTH BaM — He Bbl1ABAHTe MeHs.

Ho bem6u yxe 6exan nanblie.
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Korma oH poctdr Kpas pBa, H3 TeMHOH, MpayHoi ray6u He-
XKIAHHO K GecllyMHO Bhipoc nepes Hum Crapeiiwni.

— MeHs yxe HeT TaMm, KyAa Tbl CTPEMHIUbCS,— CKa3aJ OH.—
Yrto Tebe HYXXHO OT MeHs?

— Huuero...— npo6opmoran bBem6u, oxBadeHHbli BHE3aNHOH po-
6octblo.— O... HHYero ocoOGEeHHOTO...

[Tocsie kopoTkoro Mosnuauus CrapeHUIMH cKa3aj MSITKUM [OJIOCOM:

— Ho Tbl nilewb MeHst He nepBbifl feHb. Buepa Thl ABaabl npo-
wen coBcem OJH3KO OT MEHs,, & CErollsi Thl €ABa He 3aAc] MeHf,
npobupasich uepe3 BaJIEXKHHUK Y JHCbell HOpHI.

— TIloyemy...— Bem6u cobpan Bce cBoe MYXKeCTBO,— MOYEMy BbI
Tak ckasaJju torga o ['o6o?..

— Tol uTO Ke, nyMaellb, s Henpas?

— Her, s wuysctBylo, uto 3T0 npasjal.— cTPacTHO BOCKJIHK-
Hya bem6u.

Crapblil BOXKAb 4yTb MpHMETHO KWUBHyJ. [J1a3a ero elie HuKOraa
He rasgenu Ha bem6u Ttak 6marockioHHo, u bemb6u, ocmenes, Mo-
BTOPHJI:

— Ho nouemy? BoT uTo i He MOry MOHSATH.

— JloBosibHO M TOTO, 4TO Thbl dyBcTBYyelb 3T0. [lpuner Bpems —
W Tbl Bce moiimeib. [lpouai.

Bckope yxke Bce o6urtatenn Jeca CTajM 3aMedyaTb CTPaHHOe H
onacHoe nosenenue [o6o.

Houblo, korna sce 6oapcrsoBann u 6poauwsu no Jecy, I'o6o cnas.
3ato [nHeM, Korga KaKjoe pas3yMHOe CYLLeCTBO HILET YKPBITHS,
4yToObl BHICMATHCA M OTAOXHYTb, ['060 6e3 masefiluell omackd BbIXO-
AHJ M3 Yaluld W CTOsJ TMocpead [MOJsSHbL B SIPKOM CBeTe COJHLA,
COXpaHsas NoJiHoe AYLUEBHOE CIIOKOHCTBHE.

bem6u He mor Gogblue TeprneTb nogob6Hoe 6e3paccyncTBo.

— Tol 4TO Ke, coBCceM He ayMaellb 00 OMNACHOCTU? — CHPOCHJ
oH To6o.

— Her,— orseuan l'060o,— ans MeHsi ee MPOCTO He CYLUECTBYeT.

— Tobl 3a6biBaelb, poporoit bem6u,— BMeluasach TeTss JHHA,—
Thl 3a6biBaellb, uto OH ayuviunit apyr moero ['o6o. Bor nouemy I'o6o
MOXeT NO03BOJINTL cebe ropa3no GoJiblle, yeM Thl HJIH KTO APYrod.—
M tersi DuHa noGemoHocHo orysjienach.

Opnaxasl ['060 ckazan emy IOBEPHTE/LHO:

— CrpaHHble MOPSIIKH y BAac TYT B JieCy: KaxIbli KOPMHTCS
Korja nomaJjo ¥ rie rnomaso.

— A Kaxk xe MoxXer GbiTh HHAue? — He nousia bBem6u.

— UYro kacaerTcs meHsi,— camMonOBOJIbHO ckKaszana [o06o,— To 4
NPHUBLIK, 4TOObLI €1y MHE MPHHOCHJY B MOJIOXKEHIIOE BPEMS M MpHUIIallann
MEHSl OTKyLUaTh.

Bem6u c¢ cocrpanaHnem B3rasinya Ha [06o. 3ateM oH nepesed
B3TJIAJ Ha TeTio DHHY, PanuHy W MapeHy, HO Te JIHLIb NIOCMEHBAJIHCH,
BOCXHIIeHHble cjoBamu ["060.

— Meue «kaxercs,— ckazana Panuua,— te6e O6yner o0cobeHHO
TPYAHO MPHUBBIKHYTb K 3uMe, [06o. ¥ Hac TyT 3MMOH He BOJHTCSA
HH CBEXEro ceHa, HM KapTodessi, HH peIbl.
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— A Benb BepHo,— 3aayMuuBO npousHec [060.— Mue 370 Kak-
TO He NPHUXOMMJIO B TOJNOBY. $1 maxe npeacTaBuTb ceGe He Mory, Ka-
KOBO 370 O6yner 3umoH. [1o/>KHO ObITh, y»KacHo!..

— He Hano npeyBennuuBaTh,-— CnokoHHO ckKaszan bem6u.— Huoit
pas, npaBaa, NMPHXOAMTCS TPYAHO, HO HHUYCTO YXKACHOTO B 3TOM lieT.

— Hy,— Bbicokomepho ckasan ['060,— ecin MHe GymeT TpPYAHO,
f1 MPOCTO-HAMPOCTO ONATb oTnpasmioch k Hemy. Tlouemy s poasxen
rojogatb? JTO He B MOMX MPHBLIUKAX.

bemOu mMosua orTBepHyJscs M Moules Mpodb.

Korna T'o6o ocrancs Haennne ¢ MapeHol, oH 3aroBopus o Bem6u.

— Ou He nouumaer mens,— xkasosancs [060.— Musviii Bem6u
JNyMacT, YTO §1 BC€ TOT KC MaJieHLKuH, raynblid 060, KakuM oy mMeHst
3HaJ kKorpa-to. OH HHKAaK He MOXET B3SITb B TOJK, YTO M3 MCHS BBILLJIO
HeuTo He coBceM OOblUHOe, 4To 51 e TakoH, kak Bce. [lajach cmy
sTa onacHocth! OH, KOHEUHO, TOBOPHT U3 JOOPbLIX 1OGYXIEHHH,
HO MycTb OH pa3 M HaBceria YCBOWT, UYTO ONAaCHOCTb CYIECTBYCT
TOJIbKO [l HEro W eMy NOJOOHBIX, HO He AJIST MeHSs.

Mapena Bo Bcem corjawanack ¢ ['o6o. Ona mo6uaa ero, u [o6o
JIOGUJ ee, OHM ObLIH OYEHb CUACTJIMBBLI APYT C APYTOM.

— Buanwe au,— npopomkan ['060,— HHUKTO He T[OHUMAeT MeHs
TaK XOpollo, Kak Thl. KOHeuHo, MHe He Ha UTO »KaJOBaTbCs, MCHS
yBaXaloT W 4TyT NoBceMecTHO. Ho Thl, Thl MOHMUMaelb MeHs Jyullle
Bcex. CKOJIBKO HH pacckasbiBalo s1 ApyrumM o Ero nobpore, oun Bee pasho
OCTalOTCSA MpPHU CBOEM...

— A g Bcerna sepujia B Hero! — meurartesnbHo ckasana Mapena.—
Paspe Tbl He MOMHHUb, 4TO Mbl roBopuan o Hem He3dapmosnro mo TBoero
ucuesnosennsi? M g ckasasna torma, uyro HacraHer Bpemsi, 1 Ou npu-
IleT K HaM B Jiec ¥ OyneT HrpaTh C HaMH...

— He-etr,— nporsiuyan ['o6o,— 3Toro s1 He MOMHIO...

MUHYJIO HeCKOJIbKO Henesib. PaHHee xmapHoe yTpo 3acraJno bem6i
n QPanuny, [obo u MapeHy B pONHOM OpelIHHKe, HEMNOAANEKY
oT nossiibi. bem6u u PajmHa TOJLKO 4YTO BEPHYJHCb C MPOTYJIKH;
MHIIOBAB CTapbii 1y6, OHH CTaJH NMOALICKHBATL cebe MecTo /s HouJera,
KaK BApPYr CToJKHyauch ¢ [o6o u Mapenodi. T'obo pmepxan nyts
Ha TMOJISIHY.

— Ocrasaiicsi-ka Jydwe ¢ HaMH,— ckasan DbBem6u.— Ckopo
B3OHIET COJIHLe, cefiluac HHKTO He BHIXOAHMT Ha BOJIO.

— Bor kak! — ycmexnyjacs o6o.— Ho s yX He pas roBopui
Tebe, UTO Apyrde MHe He yKaska.

On naBuHyscs cBoefl poporoii, MapeHa mnocjefoBaja 3a HHUM.

— Ilyctp pmenaer, uTo emy yromHo! — B cepauax ckasasn bemoOu
Qanune.— [Noiigem!..

Ho He ycmesnu oHM W l1ara WAarHyTh, Kak ¢ APYrofl CTOPOHBI MMO-
JIsTHBl TOCJIBILIAJICS [POH3HTENbHBIH, NpefocTeperalowii KPHK CORKH.

BeM6u BMHr noBepHyJsics M KuHyJjcsi Beien 3a ['o6o. OH Hactur
ero 1 Mapeny noutu y camoro ayb6a.

— Capllnb? — KpHKHYA bemOn.

— Tbl 0 ueM?..— o3anadento crpocus I'o6o.

CHoBa MpOH3HTEJbHO 3aKpHyaJja codka.
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— Heyxeaun bl He cablwKb? — nopTopus bemo6u.

— Ax, TH 0 cofike!..— crnoko#liHo ckazan o6o.— Ho kakoe MHe
0 Hee [eJo?

— OTo onacHocTh! — nblTasics BHyWHTh eMy Dbem6u.— [Toiimu
Tbl — OI112CHOCTb!

Ho Bor 3arpewiana copoka, 3a HeH BTOpasi, a BCKOpe H TPeTbsl
BIL1eNa CBOH CTPEKOT B HX TPeBOXKHHI mnepekauk. Eunie pas mpo-
KpHuaJjia coiiKa, a BbICOKO B BO3JyXe Ilojana CBOH CHrHa/J BOpOHA.

Tenepp u ®anuna npuusiiach yrosapusaTb Oparta:

— He Buixogn, To6o! 310 onacuo! Ocranbca 3pech, ['o6o!
Hy 6ynp takum wmuabim! Ocranbesi cerogHs ¢ HamH... Beab Tam
ONacHoCTh!..

Ho T'o6o toabko mocmensadcsi:

— «OnmnacHoctb»!.. «Omnachoctb»!.. Kakoe MHe peno a0 Bauleid
OMacHOCTH?

W tyr ®anuse npuwmna xopoliasi MblC/b!

— Ilycte Torna onmH M3 Hac BHIALET NepBbIM, 4TOGBI Mbl XOTb
3HAJH. ..

He ycnena ®anuna porosopuTb, Kak MapeHa OZHHM MNPLIXKKOM
BbICKOUHJIA H3 YKPBITHSA.

Bce Tpoe crossim u cmorpean eil Bcien. bem6u un Panuna —
3aTauB AblxaHHe, 060 — C HapOUHTO TNOKOPHLIM BHIOM.

Ounu BHaend, Kak MapeHa wMejJieHHO#, KoseGJuolleifics NOXOLKOH
lar 3a luaroMm IMpoABHrajach K TMoJsisiHe. BbiCOKo NOAHAAB TroJoBY,
OHa BO BCe CTOPOHbl OOGHIOXHBaJa BO3AYX.

BHe3anHo — MoJIHHEHOCHBIH MOBOPOT, BBLICOKHH MPBIAKOK, H CJIOBHO
MOLLUHBIM TNOPHIBOM BeTpa ee BHecJ0 o6paTHO B yally.

— Oun!.. Ou tam! — snenerana oua npepbLBAOLKMCA OT YyXKaca
ronocom.— 5l... 51 Bumesna Ero... On Tam, mo Ty CTOpPOHY, y OJIbXH...

— Hapo 6exatn! — Bckpuuan HBem6u.

— Dbexum, INo6o! — Bamosnunace Panuna.

A Mapena 6e33ByuHO wenrasa:

— Tlpouy tebs, 060, 6GexxuMm orciopa... st mpoiuy Tebs...

Ho T'o6o ocraBaJjcsi HEBO3MYTHM:

— DBerute, k10 Bac aepxut! A s noiiny k Hemy, uro6ul mpuser-
ctBoBaTh Ero!

M on Tyt ke 6e3 koseGaHuil NBHHYJCS Brepen.

OxBauensble cTpaxoM 3a ['060, OHM OCTaJUCb CTOSITb M BHAEIH,
KaK yBepeHHO H HEeTOPOIVIHBO BbILIEJ OH Ha TOJSHY.

Crnoko#iHO cTOst mocpenH MoJisiHel, 060 B3rJsiaoM OTHICKHBAJ OJIbXY.
Bor OH panocTHO BCKHHYJ TOJIOBY, BHAMMO [pPHBETCTBYSl CBOErO
apyra, v TyT rpsHya rpom. ['060 MOAKHHYJ1O B BO3AyX, OH CTPEMH-
TeJbHO TMOBEPHYJCH H HEBEPHbIMH HpbXKKaMu Gpocujics obpaTHo
B yauly.

bem6u, ®anuna U MapeHna Bce ellle CTOSJIM, OLleNeHeB OT yiKaca,
Koria MHMO HHX npomuajcsi [o6o. Ouu ycablliajJu ero cBHCTsLLee
IbiXaHHe, Bpa3 MOBepHyJHCb, HarHaiu ['06o H, 3aKk/I04MB ero B cepe-
JHHY, TIOHECJHUCh AaJiblle.

Y craporo py6a 'o6o ynas.
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Onu cpasy ocraHosuauch: Mapena — psinom ¢ T'o6o, Bem6u u Pa-
JINHA HEMHOTrO MooAaJb.

[o6o nexan ¢ pasBopoueHHbIM GokoM. CjiaGbiM, HeBepPHbIM MBH-
2KEHHEM MPHIIOAHSAJ OH TOJOBY.

— Mapena...— nporosopus oH ¢ TpyaoM.— Mapena... OH He
y3Haa MeHsi...— [ojioc ero npepsascs.

By#HO W rpo3HO 3aillymen KycThl HA KDPaio MOJISHLI.

Mapena uakjgonunacs Kk 'oGo:

— OH uger, ['o6o, On uper... BecraBail e, Thl J0OMXKEH BCTAThb!..

[o6o ewe pas nomelTancs NPUMOAHSATH TOJOBY, 3aCyYHJ HOramu
H CHHK.

C TpeckoM, LIOPOXOM, CBHCTOM Pa3IBHHYJIHCh KYCThl — M Bbiles OH.

Mapena yBupena Ero coecem 6an3ko. MenseHHo u GecliyMHO
CTYNUJa OHa HAa3aj M CKpbLlach B KycTax OpelIHHKAa, 3aTeM JIerKHMH,
HeCJILILIHBIMH CKaukaMHu ycTpemunach k Bem6u u ®anune.

Ha nytu ona euie pas orisinyjack ¥ yBugena, Rak OH CKJOHHJCS
HaJ MOBEP>KEHHbIM H CXBATWJI €ro.

3arem paspmajcst 3BeHSLMH npeacMepTHBIN KpUK [06o.

bem6u 6bi1 omuH. OH 1leJ HA peKy, THXO KaTHUBILYIO CBOH BOJbI
MEeXJAY TyCTBIMM TPOCTHHKaMH M crapbiMH BerTyamu. C Tex mnop Kak
Bem6u u36pas 04HHOKYIO JOPOrY, OH BCe dalle M Yallle NPHXOAHJ CIOAa.
3pech He OblIO NMPOTOPEHHBIX TPOM, H €My HE FpO3HJia BCTpeYa C KeM-
Ju6o u3 poauued. OH oueHb H3MeHMJICS 3a MOCJAelHEe BpeMsi: IO-
CypoBeJl H TOTPYCTHeJ, XH3Hb [peAcTaBisfinack eMy Oe3HanexHo
MpauHoH. OH W caM He NMOHHMAJ, YTO C HUM MPOHUCXOMAHMT, Na M He Ib-
Tancs pasobpaTbcs B 3TOM. B rosose ero 6poJiHIH KakHe-TO CMyTHbIE,
COHBUHBHIE MbIC/H, HO pa3iyMbe NMPHHOCHJO JIHUIb yCTaJ0CTh.

BemM6u umesn oObIKHOBEHHME INOAOJrY CTOSITh HAa peYyHoM Gepery.
Emy HpaBusocb Ha6GaionaTb TedeHHe BOABI HA M3/ny4yHHE; MPOXJaajHoe
JbIXaHHe BOJIH Hecao ¢ coboil He3HaKOMBIHl ropbKoBaThli apomar,
yCroKauBaolWuil u ocBexawowuii aywy. DBembu crosn u cmorped
Ha YTOK, KOTOPHIX TYT OBblIO MHOXECTBO — HACTOsfILLlE€ YTHHOE Lap-
crBo! OHM GecnpepbIBHO NeperoBapHBajuCh APYr ¢ APYXKKOH, Bceraa
J06e3HO, YMHO H cepbe3Ho. ¥ Gepera MJaBaJjH YTKH-MaTepu, Kaxnas
CO CBOHM BBIBOAKOM. MaTepH BCe BPEMSl yUWJIH M BOCIHTHIBAJIH MaJlbl-
wied, 6e3 ycraad coobllasi UM BCE HOBbIe H HOBbIE MOJI€3HblE CBEJEHHS.
[Mopo#t To oaHa, To Apyras MaTh MoaaBaja CHTHAJ ONACHOCTH. YTATA,
He MeLlKasl, KHAAJAHChb BPACCHIIHYIO, COBepUIeHHO 6Ge33ByYHO U OYEHb
6bICTpO.

bem6K BHAes, Kak MaJjblliM, ellle He yMeBLIHEe JeTaTb, 3ajAaBaJjiu
cTpekauda B rycroM Kambiiie. OHH NMPOABHTAJHCh TaK JIOBKO H OCMOT-
PHTEJBHO, 4YTO HHM OAHA KaMbIIUWHKAa HEe Morja BbilaTb HX TIpeaa-
TeJbCKUM B3aporoM. U tam u 3pecb maseHbKHe TeMHbie Tena ObICTPoO
npowMbiruBant B cuTHHK'. KoOpOTKMil 30B Marepn — H BCsl Barara
BHXpeM Hecjacb Hasaja. B oanH MHT BbIBOLOK Obll B COOpe W BHOBb

' Cumnuk — 3pecb: nyroBasi copHasi Tpasa.
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IPHHUMAJICSl OCTOPOXKHO KpeficHpoBaTh B 3aBOAH. bem6u He mepecrasail
YAMBJSATBCS JIOBKOI yTHHOH mnosajke. [lpaBo, 3T0 ObJIO 110X0XKe
Ha ¢okyc!

Kak-to pas nocJjie ouepenHoil Tpepord bem6u crpocuii 1nOUTEHHYIO
YTKy-MaTh:

— A uewm Gblsia BHI3BaHA TpeBora? $ cMoOTpes oueHb BHHMATEJILHO,
HO POBHBIM CUETOM HHYEro He 3aMeTH.JI.

— Huuero n He 6blJ10,— OTBeTHSIA YTKA.

B npyro#i pas curuaj TpesBoru nojaas MaJjeHbkui yteHok. KM3nas
IBE-TPH PE3KHE HOTbl, OH OBICTPO MOBEPHYJICS, CTPesoi Il1poHeccs
CKBO3b KaMbllll H BHILEJ Ha Oeper Kak pa3 B TOM CaMOM McecTe, rae
crosis1 bem6u.

— Yto cayunyochb? — cnpocun bemOGu.— 51 HHuero He 3ameTHJ.

— Jla uuuero u He ObIJIO,— OTBETHJ MaJbILl.

OH He nMo rogaM yMesJo OTPSIXHYJ XBOCTOBble MepLIILKH, HCKyC-
HO CJIOXKMJI HAal HUMH OCTPble KOHUHKH KpPblJIbeB H CHOBA HbIPHYJ
B BOAY.

Ho bBem6u Obl1 CAMLIKOM BLICOKOTO MHEHHMSI 06 yTKaxX, 4ToObl roBe-
puTb 3THM cjoBam. OH MOHMMAaJ, 4TO OHH GoJjiee YyTKH H OJHTEJIbHBI,
4eM OH, y HHMX OCTpee CJyX M 3opue B3risid. Korma oH Haxoauics
pPSIIOM C HHMH, €ro HEMHOro OTNyCKaJo TO INOCTOSIHHOE TPyAHOe Ha-
npsi2keHne, B KOTOPOM OH KHJ TOCJeJlHCe BpeMs.

bem6u niobun GecenoBaTh ¢ yTKamH. B oTsinuuve oT Apyrux obuTa-
Tesieldl Jleca, OHM He JIIOOWJIM CynauynuTb o myctakax. OHM pacckasbl-
BaJH O BO3JyXe, O BeTpe, O JajeKHX MoJsX, Tle PpacTyT BKYCHHIE,
COYHbIE TPasBbl.

Heckonbko pas Bem6u Bugen, kak Brosab 6epera, Mofio6GHO MHOTO-
IIBETHOH MOJIHMH, NPOHOCHJICS B BO3AYX€ HEH3BECTHbIA eMy MaJieHbKHH
qaetyH. «L-p-p!» — TuxoHbko, cnoBHO npo cebst, Bepellas 3HMOPOMOK,
KpolueuHas KyxxKalas Touka. OH cHss rony6biM K 3e/IeHbIM, HCKPHJICH
KpPacHbIM, BIApPYr BCIOBIXHBAJ H Hcue3aj. BocxuleHHbIA peiKOCTHbIM
HapsiloM He3Hakomua, bem6u He pa3 oOK/IMKaJg ero, HO TLIETHO.

— Hanpacho BB crapaertech,— noc/blancs W3 TYCTOrO0 Kamblilla
rojloc BOASIHON KYpPOUKH,— OH BC€ PABHO He OTBETHT.

— T'ne BbI? — cnpocua bem6u, OTHICKUBASI €€ B3MJIAAOM B Kambllle.

— $ 3mecb! — mocnblllajics M3 Tpasbl CMELIOK BOASIHOH Kypou-
KH.— DTOT MpauHblil THI, KOTOPOro Bbl TOJbKO YTO 3BaJH, HH C KEM
He obOulaeTrcsd. Tak 4To He TpyAuTeCh MoOHAMNpacHy.

— Ou Takoil kpacussiit! — ckaszan Bem6u.

— Ho ckeepHbiii! — 3akmounsa  BoAsiHAS  Kypouka, yclesllas
ONATb MepeMeHHTb MeCTO.

— Tlouemy BB Tak aymaere? — nouHTepecosascsi Bem6H.

CoBceM ¢ [apyroff CTOPOHBI, M3 CYXOrO JKEJTOTO TPOCTHHKA,
Npo3ByyYas OTBET BOJASIHON KYpPOUKH:

— Ero Huuto u HHKTO He uHTepecyeT. [lycTb XOTb Becb MHP
noiiger npaxoM. OH HH C KEM HE 3[0POBAETCS M HC OTBEYAET Ha MpPH-
BerTcTBHs. OH HMUKOr[a He JacT 3HaTh, YTO omacHocTb Osan3ka. OH elle
HH C K€M He MepeMOJIBHJICS CJIOBOM.

— bennsira,— ckaszan bem6n.

238



Boasiwasi Kypouka mpoposikaia; Ternepb ee BeCesblli roggcq
YaJjl Cpell LHPOKHX TEMHBIX JIHCTbEB KYBILUHHOK:

— OH npymaer, uto ero ABe-TPH KpPACOUKH BHI3BIBAIOT 3apucrp p
He XoyeT, YTOGhl KTO-HHOYAb pasrjsjiel ero noJyulle. '

— Ho Bbl ToXe He naere Ha cebsi B3NJISIHYTb,— 3aMeTua Bewm6y.

Toruac sBoasiHas Kypouka mnpeacrana mepea HUM. Poctom nepenyy-
Ka, HO HM3SIUIHO CJIOKEHHasl, B TEMHOM MPOCTEHbKOM, Gaccrsiem
OT BOAbBI HApsilie, MosiBMIach oHa mepea Bem6n — noasuxkuas, xupas,
3abaBHasi. M1 BMHr cKpblach MOA BOAOH.

— He nonumalo, HeyXeJlH MOXXHO TaK JOJrO OCTaBaThbCsl HA OLHOM
mecTe! — KpHKHysa oOHa H pA06aBu/a yxXe M3 OTAdJIeHHs: — D10
CKy4HO H onacho!

M ewe pas npossyuas ee rojocok, HO coBcem B APYrod CTOPOHC:

— DbBousblue asuratbes!

CHOBa MepeMeHUB MeCTO, BOASIHAS KypouKa BeCeJO 3aKJiounja:

— Ecnn xouewb p0Jro KUTb M ObITb BCErAa CHITHIM — HYXHO
jaBuratbesi!..

Jlerkoe nokaunsaHue OBIIMHOK 3aCTaBHJIO DbemMOHM HAaCTOPOXKHTHCS.
On npuraspencs. Ha GeperosoM oTKOCe MesbKHYJA Ybsi-TO pbIXKas
wy6ka M cKpbliacb B TpocTHHKe. M cpasy nouysin oH ropsiumil,
ocTphll 3amax JiucuuUpl. DeMOGu XoTen KpHKHYTb, Mpeaylnpexaaiwoolle
CTYKHYTb O3eMb KOMBLITOM, HO He ycnes. 3allypluaji KamblliH, 4TO-
TO OYJTBIXHYJIOCb, H 2KaJo6HO 3akpuuana yTka. bem6m ycablian ee
OTUasiHHOe TpeNnbiXxaHWe, HA MHT yTKa BO3HMKJA Haj Tpasod, u bemb6n
YBHIEJ, UTO OHA HM30 BCEX CHJ XJIEILeT JIMCHLY KpPblIbsIMH IO LIEKaM.
3artem Gopioulnecsi CKpblJMCh 3a OeperosbiM oTkocoM. Ho BoT cHosa
nosiBWJIaCch JiMcula, ¢ no6biueit B 3y6ax. [onoBa yTKH 6eccH/bHO MO-
HHKJIA, €€ KPblibsl CJErkKa TPemblXajnch, HO 3TO HHUCKOJbKO He 3a00-
THao Jucully. Mckoca HacmewinBo risiHyja owa Ha bem6Gu u ckpbi-
Jlach B ydalle.

Bem6u crosin HenonBu>kHO. C TFPOMKHM KpsiKAHbE€M MOJHSIJIHCH Ha
BO3AYX [Be cTapble yTKH. BoasiHas Kypouka H30 BCeX CHJ I0AasaJa
3anosjanblii curHas Tpesoru. Kasasocb, ee TrOJIOCOK 3BYYHT OJHO-
BPEMEHHO B HecKosbkMX MecTax. CHHHLB Ha KyCTaX B3BOJHOBAHHO
MOMKCKUBaMH. B Kamblllle MOTepPsiHHO WWHBIPpsAM yTaTa. Han Geperow,
CBepKasi M MepeyuBasich, JeTesJ 3UMOPOJOK.

— Ilpocture! — Bckpuuanu yTtsiTa.— Bbl He BHAeaM Hawy Mamy?

— U-p-p! — npocsupucTes 3uMoponok.— MHe HeT 10 Hee gena! —
M, BCIBIXHYB IIYHUOBBIM MJIAMEHEM, HCUes.

Bem6u mosepuyJicsi ¥ nowesn npouyb. OH mepecek MyCThIPb, 3apoc-
KA pyTOH, MHHOBAJ BBICOKHI CMeLIAaHHbIA KYyCTaPHHK, N0Jro LieJ
OpexoBoil MOPOC/bIO, NMOKA He oKa3aJjcsi Ha Kpalo riay6oKoro oBpara.
Bem6n nepe6pascsi uyepes ospar M cran uckatb Crapefiwero. JlasHo
yxe, ¢ camoil rubenn ['060, He BHIEJIHCb OHH.

Hakoneu bem6u yBumen ero M €O BCeX HOT KHHYJCS €My
HaBcTpeuy.

HekoTopoe Bpems OoHM Mosua Iuad 6ok o 6ok. 3arem Crapei-
LIHH CMPOCHJ:

— Hy, uacTto cpean BaluX BCNOMHHAIOT O HEM?
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bem6u morapaJgcs, utro Tor uMmeer B BuUmy [ob6o.

— He 3nawo... A nourn Bce BpeMs OAMH..— KM Hepemmtenbho
no6asui: — Ho 4... 1 wacto nymaio o Hewm.

— 3HauHT, TH Tenepb ONHH?

— Ja,— cxaszan bBem6u u BbkugarenbHo nocmorpen Ha Cra-
pefiiero.

Ho tor mosuan. Onn nownu pagbiue. BHesanHo Crapeitn#i ocra-
HOBHJICS.

— Tbl HHUYEro He CABbIHIIL?

bem6u npucnywasncs. Her, oH HHYero He CJBILIHT.

— Hpem! — Bocknuknyn Crapeliivid 1 MocrewHo 3amaraJ Brepen.

Bem6n caemosan 3a uuM. M cHosa Crapelilunii ocTaHOBHJICA:

— Tol Bce ellle HHYEro He CJbILIHIIL?

Ha stor pa3 Bem6u ynoBua Kakoii-To HeBHSITHHIH wwopox. Iloxoxe
OblJI0, 4TO TIfe-TO TPHFHYJAHCb W Pe3Ko pacnpsamMuianch BeTBH. [lpu
3TOM YTO-TO TJIYXO M MATKO YAApHJIOCh O 3eMJIO.

Bem6u npHrotoBuJcs K 6ercrTsy.

— MWpnem tyna! — npukaszan Crapefiunil 1, NOBEPHYBIIHCh HA LIyM,
yCTpeMHJICS BIEpeN.

— A rtam He omacHo? — crpocus Ha Gery Bem6u.

— Kak xel.. — mpauHo oro3Bancs Crapefimnit.— Tam GoJabllias
onacHocCTh!

Bckope oun yBupenu pocablil KycT depemyxu. Ee BeTku mnopbl-
BHCTO pacKayuBaJiiCb BBEPX M BHHM3, CJOBHO HMX KTO-TO Aeprajl H TpscC.
[TonGexxaB 6su2Ke, OHH OGHAPYXKHJH, UTO 3A€Ch MpoJieraer HeGoJbLIast
npoceka. M B camom Hauase mpocekd, Ha 3emJje, MPOCTEPCsT JPYyr-
npusaTeab 3asil. OH To MeTajncst B pa3Hble CTOPOHHI, TO BAPYr 3amupad,
TO CHOBA HAUYHHAJ METATbCf, NPHYEM KaX[oe ero JIBHXXeHHe OT3blBa-
JIOCb Ha BETBSAX YEpeMYyXH.

bemM6u npHMeTHN TOHKYIO HHTb, MOXOXYI0 Ha mnober HJH YCHK
pactenus. Tyro HaTAiHyTasi HHTb CNyCKaJacb C BETKH, APYFHMM KOHLOM
3axJleCTHyB Ilejo 3aHua.

BepHo, apyr-npusitesib 3aall ycabillag, uTo KTo-To Haet. OH noacko-
4uJI, ynaJ, CHOBa BCKOYHJ, MOPbIBasicb 6€XaTb, HO TYT K€ KYyBBIPKOM
nojeres B TpaBy M 6GecrnoMmouiHo 3abapaxraJcs.

— CrnokofiHo, apyr 3asu! CnokoiiHo, 310 5! — ckasan Crapeit-
ILMA  MATKHM, MCIOJHEHHbIM COCTPAJaHMSl T[OJIOCOM, MPOHSIBLIMM
Bem6u no camoro cepaua.— Tonbko He pBuraiics! ['naBuoe —
He nBuraiics!

3asu nocayuwadgcs. Tenepb OH JiexKaja COBCEM THXO, JHIUb U3 TPYIaH
€ro BLIPHIBAJIOCH CllaBJieHHOE, XPUILIOe AbiXaHHe.

Crapolil oJieHb B3si1 ry6amMu BETKY Y€pPeMYXH, NPHUTHYJ KHH3Y H Ha-
CTYNHA Ha ee KoHel. [1noTHO npnaaBuB BETKY KONBITOM, OH OAHHM
ylapoM poros IepejioMH ee.

3areM noBepHyJics K 3afily:

— Kpenuch, kak 661 60sbHO Tebe HH ObLIO.

CkJIOHHB roJIOBY HaGOK, OH MpHXKaj OAWH H3 POrOB KOPOHH K 3a-
THIJIKY 3a#iua, riay6oKo MPOCYHYJ ero 3a yuaMH-JIOXKKaMd B MeX H craJl
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HallynbiBaTh MeTJio. KopoTKasi CyAopora IpoHH3aja
Osnenb TOTYAC €ro OTMYCTHJ.

— CnokoiiHo! — ckaszan oH.— Jleno HAET 0 Kuzuu!

ChizHoBa npuHsincst OH 3a CBOK paboty. 3asil dexan Ttuxo u
HeronBHxHO. BemOu caeiuwsi 3a HHMH B MOJYANMBOM M3ymyepuy.

Por osensi naneko mnpoHuk B MeX 3ailla M Halwlynan wakomew
netso. OnycruBIIKCh HA KoaeHH, Crapeiiluuil CBePJSiIUM ABHKeHuem
roJIOBbl MPOCYHYJ por rayb6oko B NeTaI0, YyTh ocl1abuB ee XBaTKYy.

3asill CyLOpPOXKHO TJIOTHY/ BO3AYX, H TOTYAC XK€ €ro yxac M Gosn
BbIPBAJMCh M3 HEro rpoMKHM BOILIEM.

— Moutun xe! — ckasan CrapeHlnii ¢ KPOTKOH YKOPH3HOIL.

Ero por ynupancs B nneuo 3afiua, por Topuaj Mexny yulamu-
JIOXKaMH, H OBIO TOXOXe, CJOBHO OH HACKBO3b MPOTKHYA jpyra-
npusiTess 3aina.

— He 6ynp e TakMM TIuynbiM H nepecTaHb IUiaKaTbh,— COBCEM
HE CTporo Bopuyas ojeHb.— Thl uTO >Ke, Xouellb JHCY ClOAa NpHMa-
HHTb? To-To M oHo! Jlexu crokofiHol..

MU on npoponxan pabotatb MeNJNEHHO, OCTOPOXKHO, COCPELOTO-
ueHHO. BHesanHo meTsis co CBHCTOM CKO.b3HyJla Ipoub. B nepsoe
MTHOBEHHe 3asill Jla)Ke He 3aMeTHJ, YTO OKa3zaJjicsi Ha cBoGone. 3aTem
OH BCKOUMJI, CieJiasl Llar M olIeJIOMJEeHHO NpHunan K 3emsae. Ho Bot on
NPLITHYJ, elle pa3 H eule. BHavyase po6ko, 3aTeM Bce cMmeqee H BIPYT
NIPUIYCTHJL CO BCEX HOT.

— Jlaxe He mnoGJjaropapui!..— BO3MYLLEHHO BOCKAHKHYJ DBem6H.

— On ewe He npuwen B ce6si,— MsArko ckasan Crapefiuuii.

[letnsi nexxana Ha 3emse, Ha BHJ TaKasi MHpPHasi U HeomacHasl.
Bem6u THXOHeuko nOTpOHYyJ/cs N0 Hee KonbiToM. OHa TOHKO 3allumena,
v bem6u mucrmyraHHO oOTHepHyJ Hory. IDTOT 3BYK He IpHHaLJIexaJ
K 3HAKOMbIM €MY JIECHbIM LIyMaM.

— On? — txo cnpocun bBem6u.

Crapefilunii KHBHYJI.

He cnema nBHHYyJHCb OHH NpOUb.

— 3anoMHH 3TOT YpoK,— rosopus Crapeiilunii.— Korna unellb
No nmpoceke, Bceraa nposepsiii BeTKH. Buictasisiil Bnepen pora M BOAM
WMH BBepPX M BHHM3 M, CCJM YCJBILHMIUL TaKOH BOT ILUMI, NOBOpa-
yuBail Ha3ad. Byab BABoilHe BHHMaTeseH M OCTOPOXeH B TO BpeMs,
Korja Thl He HOCHIIL KopoHy. $I B 3Ty nopy BooOlie He XOXy Mo
npocekam.

Bem6Ou MosyaJ, MOrpy»KeHHHH B CBOH LYMbl.

— Tak Ero camoro 3pecb Her...— npolllentall OH HaKOHeW B ray-
60KOM yIHBJIEHHH.

— Her, ceituac Ero Het B secy.

— U Bce-taku OH ectb! — roppKo ckasan bBemGwu.

Crapeiiiuyil nmpucTasbHO B3rJsiHyJ Ha BemOwu.

— Kak 3710 roBopus Baw Io6o? Kaxercsi, 6efHsra HasbiBal Ero
BCEMOTYLIUM M BCEMHJIOCTHBEHILHM?

— A passe oH He BceMoryiuni?..— npouenran bemo6H.

— Tak e, Kak H He BCEMHJOCTHBeiLIHA! — rHeBHO CKa3saj
Crapeiiiuui.

TeJlo 3afina.
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— A kak xe ¢ [060?..— po6ko npo6opmoran Bem6u.— C Tobo
oH Obln 106p...

Crapbi#i ofleHb OCTaHOBHJICS.

— Twt Tak nymaewb, bem6u? — cnpocusn oH TneuanbHo. Bnepsoie
naspan o BemM6u no mmenu.

— He 3nawo! — Bockauknyn bem6u TomuTenbHo.— $I  Huuero
He 3Hato!

Crapblil BOXK/Ab MPOTOBOPHUJ MEIJNEHHO:

— UYro ke, yuHchb XH3HH M OYAb HACTOpPOXKe.

...B stoT meHb ¢ bem6u cayunaoch HecuacTbe.

Brnenublli cympak npegpaccBeTbs pacTekcst Mo Jecy, ¢ MoJs u Jay-
)Kaek TMOAHAJACA MoJouHo-6enblit TymaH. bbiia Ta ynuWBHTeNbHAas,
mMsirkasi, 4ytbh KoseGjemMasi BeTPOM THILHHA, UTO lpPeALIECTBYeT pPOXK-
neuuto ytpa. Ellle He nNpOCHY/JHCh BOPOHB M CODOKH, ellle crnaJja
coiika.

MunyBiue#i Houbio Bem6u Berperusn ®annby. OHa rasiiena Ha Hero
poOKO H MevaJsibHo.

— 51 Tak onuHoKa! — cKaszana OHa THXO.

— 51 ToXe OLMHOK,— MeJJIEHHO MporoBopus BemOH.

— Ilouemy Thi Gosblle He OblBaellb CO MHOR? — CMHPEHHO CIPO-
cuia Panuna.

bem6u ucnbiTan MrHoBenHYIO GoJib: Becesnasi, nep3kas Panuna
cTajla TakKoil NMOKOPHOH H THXOH.

— OpnuHoKWi MyTHHK uaeT Aadblue apyrux! — Bem6u XoTten cka-
3aTb 3TO MSITKO, »Kalleloud, HO MPOTHB BOJIM rOJOC ero INpo3Byudals
CYpOBO.

— Tbl Goablie ne JoOHWbL MeHsi? — crnpockna Panvna uyTh
CJIBILLIHO.

— He 3nai0,— orBetusn bemb6u.

Huuero Gosee He cka3aB, PanuHa MenseHHo mnobpesia MpPOUb...

Tenepp bembu crtosan oaus nog crapbiM aybom Ha Kpalo MOJASIHBI
M TMHJI YTPEHHHH BETEPOK, KOTOPLIH OBl Tak UHCT, YTO HHUEM He Tpe-
BOXHJ 0OOHsiHMe. BuaaxkHbiil, 604pAliHii BeTepoK, NMPHATHO U CBEXO
naxHylluMil 3emJsied, pocol, TpaBoil ¥ ChIpPbIM J€peBOM.

Bem6u Bceil rpynbio BoGpas Bo3ayx. EmMy Bapyr crano Tak Jerko
Ha [ylle, Kak JaBHO Yyxe e Oblo. Beceno BbilleJ OH Ha MOJAHY,
OKYTaHHYyI0 OJIeHbIM TyMaHOM.

W 1yt ynapun rpom.

CrpaulHblii TOAYOK 3acTaBHa DeMOH NMOKauHyTbCsl, OCecTb Ha 3aj-
HHe HOTW. B HeHCTOBOM yxKace IIpbIFHYJ OH Ha3aj B yally H Gpocu.cs
O6exxatb. OH He MOHHMMAaJ, YTO CAYYHJIOCH, OH HE MOI COCPeJOTOYHTHCS
HH Ha OJHOH MbIC/H, OH TONbKO Oexan, 6exan. CTpax ¢ Takoil cuJOH
cIaBMJ eMmy cepjle, 4TO TPynHO GblIO AbllIaTh. BHe3anmHO OH MOYYB-
CTBOBaJl OCTPYIO, KOJMOLLYI 60Jb, NnpaBoe-6eqpo 06JHIOCh HECTepIIH-
MbIM 2kapoM. OH HeBoJabHO clepxkaa ber, 3atem nepeuien ¢ 6era Ha LWar.
3agHde HOTH Ha/lWJMCh TAXeCTblo, H bemMOGH mnokasanocb, UTO y Hero
cnomaen kpecrell. OH onmycTHJcs Ha 3eMJO.
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Kakoe nacmakpenmue THXO JexaTb U HY O UeM He AymaThb!.

— BcraBaii, Bem6u! BcraBail! — OH N0O4YyBCTBOBaJ, UTO KTO-TO
TOJIKAeT ero B MJjeuo.

Ox mpuoTkpbia raa3a W ysugen Crapeiluero.

— ¢ ne mory..— Bembu u cam He 3HaJ, NPOM3HEC JH OH 3TO
BCJIYX HJIH TOJbKO MOAYMaJl.

-— Bcraait, bem6bu, BcTaBaii!

B rosoce craporo osneHs ObLIO CTOJMLKO BJIACTHOTO Hamnopa
M BMECTe HEXHOCTH, 4To paxe OoJab, nepenosusisuiass bemOu, Ha
MTHOBEHHE CTHXJIA.

— Bcrasait! Hy BcraBaii xel..— ['ny0okuil, MOLLHBIH rosoc Brep-
Bble Aporuys ucnyrom.— Hapo 6exatb, auta moel..

«[Iuts moe»! IDrv caoBa HENPOM3BONLHO BLIpBaJIMCL H3 cepaua
Crapelillero, ¥ BMHr DemOH BCTas Ha HOTH.

— Bot Ttak! — kuBHysn Crapedwuil, Tsxeno ablia.— Celyac Thl
nofigeilb co mHo#... Tenepb Tol Bcerga 6yaelib cO MHOM!.

OH ObicTpo 3amaraa Brnepel. bem6u nobpen 3a HUM, HO €ro TOMHJIO
)KejlaHWe OMYCTHTbCA HA 3€eMJIIO, CMEeXHTh BEeKM M TNOTCPHATL cebs
B HeBepaoouem 601 3a0bITbH.

Crapbliit oneHb goraabiBaicsi 0 TOM, 4TO HpoucxoguT ¢ bem6Gu.

— Cefluac Tbl JoJixKeH cTepnetb 00yl 6Gosb. Te He cMeellb
AyMaTb O Mnokoe... JlymaH TOJIbKO O CIACeHHI, TOJBbKO O CIACCHHUH
U HA 0 ueM OGoabiue... Tol cablludumib MeHsi, bem6u? beru... uHaue Tl
noru6... Jlymaii o tom, utro OH MIeT MO TBOMM cjefaM H yObeT Tebs
6e3 coxanenusi. Hy, npubaBb 1uary... Tak... xopoiuo... Bnepen, nuts
moe, Briepen!

Ho bBem6u yxe uu o uem He aymas. Kaxabid wiar npuudHAg emy
IeBLIHOCHMYIO MYKY, Ka3aJiocb, BCe €ro TeJlo CTajo CIJIOLIHOH KpOBO-
Tovallell paHOM.

Crapeliiudéi omuchiBaJ LWHPOKHH Kpyr. IDTO [JIHNI0CH GeCcKOHEUHO
nodiro. CKBo3b mneJjieny Gosn u cnaboct bemGu ¢ yausienvem obHa-
PYXKHJ, UTO OHH BHOBbL OKa3aJjiuch y craporo ayba. Tyt Crapeiiwui
OCTAHOBHJICS, OOHIOXaJ 3eMJII0 W IpOoLIeNTast:

— Tge-to 3aech... nobmuszoctu... OH u Ero cobaka.. Bnepen,
GoicTpee!..

Onu noGexxadau.

BuesanHo crapblii 0JleHb OCT@HOBHJICH.

— Tol BUAMLIL? — BOCKAUKHYJ OH.— BoOT TyT THl jexad.

BemOu yBHIen NPUMSTYIO TpaBy M LIMPOKYIO NyXy KposH. I'ycras,
TeMHast KpOBb ME[JIEHHO BMMTHIBaJacb B 3€MJIO.

— Yyewn? — Hosnpu craporo Boxas Tpenertanu. — Uyeuun,
Bem6u? Ouu yxe nobuiBann Ha 3ToM Mecte... O v Ero coGaka.
Bnepen!..

Oum aBUHYAHCH fablie. Bem6u yBUAen KpOBaBble KAllJIM Ha JUCTbAX
KyCTOB H cTebssix TpaB. «Mbl y)Ke MPOXOAWJH TYT...» — XOTeJ OH
cKasaThb M He MOr.

— Hy BoT...— ¢ rny6oKuM YAOBJAETBOPEHHEM MPOTrOBOPHJ HaKOHELl
Crapefiiinit.— Celiuac ™Mbl 3aLlJIM UM B CIHHY.

Eite Hekotopoe Bpemsi Bea oH bemOW mno mpexHemy ciely, 3arem
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clenaj MeTA0 M NPHHAJCS OMUCBIBAaTh HOBBIH Kpyr. Bem6u caenoBas
32 HUM B MOAY3a6bIThH.

BTopuuHO, HO yXe ¢ ApYro#l CTOPOHbI BBHILJIH OHH K AYOY, BTOPHUHO
npouwnH Mecto, rae BemOu ynaJ, 3aTeM BOKak BHOBb KPYTO H3MEHHJ
HalnpaBJeHue.

— Ewp BoT 310! — Crapeiilunii ocrtaHoBuacsi ¥ ykasan bBem6u
Ha KPOXOTHbIE TeMHO-3eJIeHble KHpHble U KypuaBble JHCTOUKH, pOCLIHe
y camMoH 3eMJiH.

bem6u mnoBuHOBaJsicsi. BKyc JHCTOUKOB Obl1 ropek H HeBooOpa-
3UMO MPOTHBEH.

Yepe3 HekoTopoe Bpemsi CTapeilliuil CIPOCUIL:

— Hy, kak Tenepn?

— Jlyuwe,— orBetnsn Bem6u.

K Hemy BHe3amHO BepHyJcsl Aap peyH, CO3HaHHe MPOSICHHJIOCH,
M yCTasloCThb Npollja.

— Tenepb THl no#paellb Brnepend,— nprkasan Crapedlini.

Joaro wea oH no3aad bBem6u, NMoka He OCTAHOBUJI ero BAPYT
paloCTHBIM BO3IJIacOM:

— Hakoneu-ro!..

bembu HenOyMeHHO OIVISIHYJICS.

— TBou panbl GoJsblue He KpoBoTOYaT. KpoBb nepecrana kanaTth
Ha KycThl U TpaBbl M YyXKe He yka3biBaeT Emy u Ero cobake popory
K TBOe#l XKH3HH!

Crappiii oJileHb Ka3zaJicd YyCTaJbiM, H3MYUYeHHbIM, HO TOJIOC €ro
BHOBb Oblal MOJMIOH 601pOH CHJIBI.

— Hnem xe,— cka3as oH,— Tenepb Tebe Hy»KeH MOKOH.

Onu mnopoiuan K mupokomy pBy. CrapeHdlIHH CIyCTHJCS BHHS3,
3aTeM B HECKOJIbKO MOTYUYHX MPBIKKOB Of0Jiesl KpyToit nogbeM. Bem6u
Noc/efioBas 3a HUM, HO €My HHKaK He ylaBaJjlocb B3oOpaThbcA Ha ApY-
TyI0 CTOPOHY.

BoJsib cHoBa mpocHysachk B HeM, OH CNOTbIKaJjcs, NajaJj, BCTaBal,
KapabkaJjcsl faJjiblie H BHOBb OCKOJIb3aJ Ha3aj.

— ¢l uuuem He Mory nomoub TeGe,— rosopu. cBepxy Crapefimuii,—
HO Thbl JIOJI2KEH — CJBIIUHIIL MeHs, DeM6u? — foJkeH B306paTh-
cs cona.

M myuuTtenbHbIM, HeucToBbiM ycuiadem DBemOu ononen kpyudy. OH
UyBCTBOBAJI, KaK CTPeMHTEJbHO HCTaHBaeT B HeM CHJa, TAXKeJbIH XKap
6o MOAKAaTHJl K CaMOMY Cepjlly.

— TBos1 paHa onsATb KPOBOTOUMT, XOTSI M He TakK CUJbHO,— CKa-
3an Crapedwdii.— $I 3toro »xpan. Ho cefiuac 3To He HNPHYHHHUT
HaMm Bpeja.

Megnendo, wWwar 3a 11aroM, NPOABHTaJHCb OHH CKBO3b BBICOKHH,
uyTh He 10 Heba, KycrapHuk. [louBa Oblnia TBepHOH M TJIaAKOH.
Horu paswbesxanuchb, MATH CTaHOBUJIOCH Bce TpylnHee. BemGu cHoBa
3aX0TeJIOCh Jeub Ha 3eMJIO, 3aKpbiTh rJja3a M HM O 4YeM He AyMaTb.
Y Hero HauMHajach JIHXOpajKa, roJoBa pacKaJjbiBajach, TeMHasi Ie-
JileHa 3acTujana 3peHde. ¥ Huuero He ocTasoch B HeM, KpoMe KejaHHSA
OTAbiXa M MNOKOf, Jla elle PaBHOAYLIHOIO yAMBJIEHHs Mepen TeM, Kak
BHE3alHO, B OJHH MHI, H3MEHMJACh €ro >KU3Hb.
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Heyxenn 6bln oH korpa-to 340pOBbIM U Goapwbim?.. Jla, Obla...
€Lle CerofHst yTpom... coBceM HeaaBHO... Ho kasasoch, uTo 370 cuacTbe
OblJIO NepeXXHTO B Kakue-TO HENPaBAONOJOOHO [ajieKkHe BpeMeHa...

M Bce e on wea. Ilo3aan octancsi AyGHSIK, MOJOJOH OJbLIAHHK,
M BOT IpOMajHbll, NOTpecKaBluMiicss cTBoa OyKa B ryctote Gosipbili-
HHKa nperpagua UM NyTh.

— Mbl NpHUUIK...— KaK CKBO3b COH, Tlle-TO B CTOPOHE OT ce6s,
yeablian Bem6u ronoc Crapeiiwero.

Cnenoft oT 6o/l ¥ yCTaJOCTH, OH [BHHYJCS Ha ToJOC H BAPYr
NPOBAJIHJCA B KaKylO-TO SIMY.

— Bot tak! — cnoko#iHo cka3an Crapeinil.— Tenepb NpoaBHHb-
Cfl HEMHOTO BMEpel H JIOXKHCh.

$ima, B kKotopyto ynaa Bem6u, yxomuna non ctBoa 6yka, TaM OHa
yriy6asiiach ¥ pacuMpsiiach Hanonobue neilepbl. BosipblLIHUK U APOK'
COMKHYJIUCb HaJl ee BXOJ0M, YKpeiB BbemM6u oT Bcero cserta.

— 3pech Thl Oyjaelwlb B 6E€30MacCHOCTH,— J0HeCCss CBEPXy TroJoC
CTaporo oJieHsl.

Hlnu nuw.

bem6u sexan B TemaoM JiOHe 3eMJIM, Hal TrosoBOH — FHHJIasi Kopa
noBep>kxeHHoro gepesa. OH npHcayliuBajcsi K cBoefl MyuMTesbHOH
60/1M, KOTOpasi BHauaJjie Bce pocjla H ILIMpUIach B ero Tejle, 3aTeM
CJIOBHO C)KaJjacb, CTAHYJlacb B KPOXOTHBIH OYaXoK, BCe ellle ocTaBa-
ficb OCTpOH, M BApPYr Hauajga ObiCTPO, J€Hb OTO IHs, cjabeThb,
yTHXAaTb.

H3penka BemOu BoiGHpancst HapyKy. BHauaje oH MoOr TOJBbKO
CTOATb Ha CBOHX OcCJiabeBIUMX HOrax, HO BCKOpe OTBaKWJCA CHeJAaThb
JIBa-TPH LIATKHX, HeBepHLIX llara. Tenepb OH Mor JoObiBaTh cebe nuily.

Bem6u BbiGHpas Takve TpaBbl, Ha KOTOpbie HHKOrAa Obl He MOJib-
CTHJICSI TpexKjJe, Naxe B 3HMHIO OGeckopmuuy. Ho ceituac onu ma-
HHJIM, NPUTATHBAJM €ro CBOMM apoMaToM pejKoOH, BJeKylled OCTPOThHI.
To, uem oH npexkje Gpe3roBaJj, YTO BblIIEBbIBAJ 006paTHO, caydaliHo
NMpUXBaTHB BMeCTe C Xopollefl, cJaJKoil TpaBOH, Ka3aJoCb Tenepb
yOMBHTEIbHO BKYCHBLIM, MpsiHbIM sicTBOM. HekoTopele cTeGiM W TpaBbl
¥ cefiuac OblJi NPOTHBHBI €My 1O BKyCy, HO OH 3acTaBJisiJl ceOlsi
€CTb HX, YYBCTBYs HX leseGHylo cuiy. M paHbl ero 3aTsiruBajiuch
6bICTpO.

Bem6u Obl1 MOYTH 3[0pOB, HO BCe elle He NOKHAan smy. Jlkuwb
HOYbIO BBIXOAMJI OH HEMHOr0 pa3MsTbCs, a NeHb MPOBOAWJ B CBoOel
HaJleXXHOH 3eMJITHOH NOoCTeJH.

Tonbko ceiuac, Korma GoJsib OTHycTHAa ero, bem6u Bnepsbie
OCO3HaJ, KakK Obl HaHOBO [MEpexHJ BCE, YTO MNPOH3OLLIO C HHM,
M BEJIMKHH yXKac MOTpsic ero Aylidy.

OH BBHI3ZOpPOBEJ TeJOM, HO ellle J0Jro He MOT BepHYTb cebe
CBOIO MPEXKHIO, HECMSsITeHHYI0 Aylly H MOTOMY He pellajicsi BHIATH
B GOJbLIOH MHP, 32XKHUTb NpexKHeH BONBHON YKH3HBIO.

! ZIPOK,‘— KYCTapHHKOBO€ pacTeHHE C >KeJTbIMH IUBCThaMH.
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IlHu, Hepesnu Jiexkas OH B siMe 110JL CTBOJIOM MoBepxeHioro Oyka,
UCIIBITBIBASI TO CTpax, TO CTblA, TO YAHBJIeHUe, TO raybokKyw O6.Ja-
FrOLapHOCTb K CBOEMY cracdrenio, H Obul MOpoH TO OGe3HajerKHO
rpyCcTeH, TO MOYTH CUYACTJIHB.

Brauase Crapedwnu#i He nokuaan bem6GW HH [HEM, HH HOYbLIO.
[Torom on craj HeHanoaro oTJaydatbes, cuutas, uro bembu mnones-
HO oAKHOKoe pasaymbe. Ho n Torma oH gepx«asicsi moGJH30CTH OT
neutepul.

Opnax bl BCUEpPOM pa3pas3wsics JHBeHb C TPOMOM H MOJIHHSIMH.
A uc6o, o3apenHoe Jyuamy 3aXo[siILEero COJHlE, 0CTaBasoch nNpo3pau-
HbIM, YHCTHIM, rosiyObiM. Ha Bepxyllkax AepeBbeB BOBCIO 3aJHBaJliCh
uepHbie Apo3abl, Guau 396aMKH. B KycTax CBHCTCIM CHHHMLBI. B TPaBe,
y NOAHOXKHUH JAepeBbeB (azaHbl pBasu [JIOTKY MeTaJIMYECKHMH KO-
POTKMMH BOIMJISIMH, ASIT€J 3BEHsile MOAXOXaTbiBaJj, H 3aAyUICBHO BOD-
KOBaJH rosy6u B CBOEM HEU3MEHHOM JII0GOBHOM COTJIACHH.

bBemGu nokuuya newepy. )Kusub Obiia npekpacna. Henopancky,
CJIOBHO NOJXKHOAsA ero, CTOAJ CTapblii OJieHb, U OHH THXO MOULIH PSALOM.

B onHy M3 HoYell, HANOEHHYIO LIOPOXOM OCCHIMX JIMCTLEB, Ha Bep-
XyllKe siCeHsl MPOH3HUTCAbHO 3aKpHUa cbiu. 3aTeM OH HEMHOTO BbiXKIaJ
¥ 3aKpuuaJs CHOBA.

Ho Bem6u naBHO 3ameTHs ero CKBO3b nopefeBlunii ybop BeTsed
¥ ocraJjcsl criokoeH. Cbld cJieTes] BHH3 M 3aKpHuaJ ellle NPOH3HTENIbHEE.
N cHoBa mnopoxpan. Ho Bem6u ¥ Ha TOT pa3 HC OLEHHJ €ro CTa-
paHui. BoJsibllle cbld He MOT BblepKaThb.

— BHl He ucnyrajguch? — CpOCHJ OH HELOBOJBHO.

— Her, nmnoueMmy e,— MATKoO OTBeTHJ]  bBeM6n,— HeMHOXKO
ucnyraJgacs.

— Tak, Tak,— oropueHHo mnpoBopuas cbiu.— Bcero Juiub He-
MHOXKO? A paHblie Bbl YXACHO MyraJiicb. Bbllo NMoHCTHHE Hacaax-
JI€HHeM CMOTpeTb, Kak BBl nyrasucb. OTuero »ke Bce-Takd Bbl CErojHs
Tak MaJjao ucnyraauch?.— M oH cepauTo nepenpasHui: — «HeMHOX-
Ko»! «HeMHOXKO»!..

Cbl4 cocTapuJicsi W cTaJj elle TLlecaaBHee, 4eM Npexje.

bem6u xoresoch OTBEeTHTb: «J M MNpeXxAe HHKOrga He nyraJcs,
NpoCTO A JiraJj, 4Tobbl JOCTaBUTh BaM Yyd0BoJbcTBHe». Ho oH coxpaHua
5TO MpU3HaHME npo cebsa. Emy 6bu1o XKajko A06pPOro CTaporo chlua,
KOTOPLIA CHJlel Ha CBOEH BeTKe TaKoH CepauThlii MW OropueHHbIH.

— Buaute n1,— cHoBa cosran bem6u,—— 3TO CJyuHaOCh, HaBepHO,
NOTOMY, YTO B Ty MHHYTy $l Kak pa3 JymaJ o Bac.

— UYro? — Cblu  HeMmHoro mnpuobonpuncsi.— Uro? Bwl agymasnu
060 mue?

— Jla,— otBetun bem6u.— Kak pas korma Bul 3akpuuasiu. MHaue
A, 0e3 comHeHusl, Mcnyrascs Obl Tak e CHJIbHO, KakK W Bcerua.

— B camom gmene? — npoBOpKOBaJ Chiu.

BeM6u rotoB b MOATBEPAMTb BCE UTO YFOAHO, Belb €My He Oblio
OT 3TOr0 HHKAKOro Bpeja: NyCTb NOpaiyeTcsi CTapuHa Chiu.

— B camom pene! — ckasan oH y6exaeHuo.— Y MeHs BCAKHH pas
noAru6aloTCss HOTHM, KOrAa $ CJblLly Ball HY C YeM He CpPaBHHMBIH
roJoc.
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Cblu pasaysn mepbst ¥ NpeBPaTHACA B MSTKHH KOPHUHEBO-Cepblil
NyWHCThl# wapuk. OH GbiJi CUACTAMB.

— OTO OYEeHb MHJO, YTO Bbl AyManu 060 MHE... OUE€Hb MHJIO...—
NPOBOPKOBAJ OH HeXXHO.— J[aBHEHbKO Mbl C BAMH He BUJEJNHCh.

— Quenb paBHO,— cKa3aa bem6u.

— Bbl Goabwie He xO4uTe CTapbiMM AOPOraMH? — IMOHHTEPECOo-
BaJICsl ChIU.

— Het,— mennedHo orteetnan bem6bu,— crapbiMu  joporamMud A
6oJiblle He XOXY.

— ¢I ToXe Temepb IHpe OXBaTbiBAal0 MHP,— BEJIHUECTBEHHO CKa3aJl
Cbl4, yMoJlYuaB O TOM, YTO €ro MpPOCTO-HanpoCTO COrHaj cO CTaporo
mecta GecuepeMOHHbIH IoHell.— Henb3si Ke Bce BpeMs 0OCTaBATbLCS
Ha OJHOM MecTe,— 100aBHJ OH M CTa/j XJaTb OTBeTa.

Ho bem6u yxe ymen. On Hayuujcsi YAMBHTEJIbHOMY HCKYCCTBY
CTaporo OJieHsl Hcue3aTb BHe3alHO M OeCLIyMHO.

— 3to0 GeccoBecTHO! — BO3HEr0[0BAJ ChiU.

OH BCTPAXHYJCS, NOCPY3HB KJIOB B I'PYAHbE MEPHILLIKA U TPHHSICS
¢duyococTBOBaTL caM ¢ coboii:

— Bepb nocsie satoro apyx6e 3uaTtHbiX rocnoal.. Ilaxke korga onu
Tak J106e3Hbl... B OJHH NPEKPACHbI JieHb OHH TEPSIOT BCAKYIO COBECTD,
W TOrga Thl 4YYBCTByellb ceBsi CTOAb JKe TIJynmo, Kak BOT £
ceiiuac...

BHe3anHo oH KamHeM ynaa BHH3. OH BbICMOTpeJ Mblllb, H BOT
OHa yXe NOMUCKHBaeT y Hero B KOrTsix. Boimelyasi cBoio 3100y, chid
6e3)KaJIOCTHO pa3opBaJs ee H, XOTb He Obll roJiojeH, ObICTPO, XKaaHO
NIOKJIeBaJ MaJieHbKHe KyCOUKH. 3aTeM OH foJeTes Npoyb.

«Kakoe MHe, B KOHLEe KOHLOB, Aeno a0 bemM6u? — ayman oOH.—
Kakoe mHe genio n0 Bceil 3Toii noCTOMHOH KomMnaHuH? OHH HHCKOJBKO
MHe He HYXHbl!»

W oH npuHsinicsa KpuuaTb, GecnpepblBHO H TaK MPOH3HTENLHO, UTO
criaBLliasi Ha JlepeBe ueTa BHUTIOTHEH B HCNyre NpOCHyJacb M B3jerena,
IPOMKO Tpellla KPbUIbSIMH.

Muoro jaHeil Kpsily CBHPENCTBOBaJ XOJOJHBIH OCEHHHH Berep.
On Hauncro oGoapas OepeBbsi, He OCTaBUB HU OJHOMO JIHCTOUKA
Ha UYepHbIX BJIaXKHBIX BeTBsiX. Jlec CTos1 CKBO3HOH H MPO3padHbiid.

Ha ytpenHem 3HOiikoM paccBere bemOu HanpasJasjcsi K oBpary,
rae oTabixan o6biuHO BMecTe co CrapeilludM Ha BOpOXe oOnabuied
anctBbl. KTO-TO OKJIMKHYN ero TOHeHbKHM rosockoMm. bem6u oc-
taHoBuscst. CJIOBHO MOJIHHSL, MeJbKHyJa B TOJIOBOKPYXXHTeJNbHOM
Npb2KKE C BepXylKH fJepeBa Oesiouka M BMHI OKa3ajaCb Ha
3emJe.

— Tak 3To pedAcTBUTENbHO BbI? — NPOTrOBOpHJAa OHa ¢ OJaroro-
BeHHbIM H3yMJeHHeM.— $I y3Hana Bac, elBa Bbl MOKAa3aJHCb, HO £
He MOrJia NOBEPHTb, YTO 3TO BbI. :

— Kak Bbl cloga nonasnu? — crnpocun bem6u.

Manenbkas 3ajopHasi MOpPAOYKA, TOJNbKO UYTO TIJsA€BLIAsT HA HEro
TakK Beceso, cTaja IleyanbHOH.
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— Het Oouablue nHawero pay6al..— 3anpuudtana 6Gesnodka.— Ha-
uero npekpacHoro craporo Ay6a... O, 3to 6bu10 yxacuo! OH onpo-
KHHYJ Hallle 10poroe Jepeso.

bem6u nonypua rosmoBy. EmMy or ayws Oblio Kajb uylecHbii
crapblii 1y6.

— OTo NpoH30LLIO TaK HEOXHAAHHO,— paccKkasbiBajia Gesnouka.—
[IpaBna, Bce Mbl, »XHBLIMe Ha Ay0be, ycread yapaTb ¥ CMOTPead H3Aa-
geka, kak OH nepekycus Hall Ny6 THraHTCKMM CBepKaloOLUM 3yGoM.
JlepeBo cTpallHO KpHuYaao M3 CBOeil OTKPBITOH paHbl, u 3y06 KpHua.l,
NPOCTO HEBBIHOCHMO OblL10 caywaTb. A 3ateM OefiHoe MpeKpacHoe fe-
peBO PyXHyso Ha noJssiHy. Bce Mbl Tak nsakaaul!..

bem6u mosuad.

— Jla,-— B3noxHyna Oeaouka,— A1 Hero HeT HEBO3MOXHOrO.
OH BceMmorylu.

Ona nocmotpena Ha DBem6u OGoabliMMH Tiaa3aMH W HaBOCTpHJA
yuKH, Ho bem6u mosuad.

— Bor mbl 1 ocTannch GecnpHIOTHBIMH,— NMpojoJzKajda 6enouka.—
He 3nalo, kyna pasOpesunch ocTanabHble, si Xe npHuia cioja... Ho
pa3Be Hallellb Apyroe Takoe nepeso!..

— Crapni#t  0y6...— 3anymMuydBo nporoBopui Bem6u.— Crapbiii
3HaKoMell JajieKkod, HeBO3BPATHOH MOPHI...
— 3HauuT, 3TO AEeHCTBHUTeNbHO Bbl! — Besiouka Oblia odeHb [0-

BoJIbHa.— A Bce aymaioT, uTO Bac JaBHO HerT Ha cBeTe. [lpaBaa,
MHOTJa NMPOXOOMT CJyX, UTO Bl »KHBHIL... [lopoil paccka3sbiBaloT, 6yATO
Bac KTo-To Buaes. Ho 3THM cayxam He oueHb-TO BepsAT.— besouka
NBITIHBO TNocMoTpesia Ha DemOu.— DTo »Ke TaK NOHATHO, pa3 BH
He BepHyJHCh K CBOHM...

HeTpynHo 6bli0 3aMeTHTb, ¢ KaKHM HeTepreHHeM »Kjaja OHa OT-
Beta bem6u. Ho bem6u Moauana. B HeM camoM iLeBesibHYJOCh caaboe,
6os13s1Boe JiloGonmbiTcTBO. EMy XoTesock cnpocHth o Panune, o Tete
Oune, o PoHHo n Kapyce, 060 Bcex criyTHHKax CBOei JaJleKo# IOHOCTH.
Ho oH Mousuad.

besnouka Bce elle cuaesa, norasiabiBas Ha bemOH.

— Kakasi y Bac yauBHTeslbHasi KopoHa! — M3yMJIEHHO MpoH3HecJa
oHa.— Uyno-kopona! Hu y koro B uesoMm Jjecy, Kpome Crapeiilero,
HeT NnoJo6HOH KOpoHbI!

B npexHuHe BpemeHa Takasi InoxBajaa mnopajoBaja Obl bem6w,
HO cefuac OH TOJIbKO CKa3saJ:

— Bot kak? Bo3amoxHo.

benouka npuxana K rpyad nepeiHue JankH.

— UYto s BuxXy! — BockaukHysna oHa.— Bbl HaunMHaeTe cegeTb!

bemOu HHuero He OTBEeTHJ W IBHHYJCs cBoel joporoil. besouka
TNOHAINA, YTO Pa3roBOP OKOHYEH.

— Jlo6poe yrpo! — kpukHyna ona Biaoron Bem6u.— Bynbte 3a0-
poBul! Bbl Mens Tak nopagosasau! Ecam s BcTpeuy HawMx o6ulKX 3Ha-
KOMbIX, fl pacckKa)y HM, UTo Bbl XXHBb. Bce OyayT oueHb papbi!..

Bem6u cabilian ee cnoBa, M UTO-TO BHOBb ILEBEJbHYJOCh B €ro
cepaue. Ho oH H TyT Huuero He ckasaj. YMeHHIO ObITb OJHOMY YUYHJ
ero Crapeilinit, korna bBem6bu Ounn ewe pebenkom. Kak-to pas,
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KOrjla OH TrOpPeCTHO MPH3BbIBaJ CBOK MaTb,
cTapbli oJieHb W CKa3aa: «Tbl 4TO Ke,
CTblAHCB!»

bem6u wen paanelue...

CHera BHOBb YKyTa/lH 3€MJIO, M COHHO 3aTHX J1€C MOJ TOJNCTHIM
GenbiM MOKPOBOM. PenKo-peiko Cabllancss BOPOHHH KPHK, 032604eH-
HBIH TapaTop COpOKH, C/1aCblil, GOSI3MMBBIN UHPK CHHMIL 3aTem KpyTo
33aBEpHYJ MOpPO3, H BCEe YMOJKJO, JHUlb 3BEHEJN OT CTyXKH BO3YX.

OpHakbl yTPOM THILHHY pacrnopos cobauuii jafi.

HenpepuiBubi#, ToponauBbli, B3axseb, Jsail GLICTPO KaTuacs Mo
Jecy, 3BOHKHH, TpeCKyuHH, CBOASILUA C yMa CBOMM 3J06HbLIM
yINOPCTBOM.

B newepke, nepekpbiToii noBepxeHHbIM OykoMm, Bem6u uyTko
MOAHAN TOJOBY M B3IVIIHYJ Ha Jexxauero noane Crapeliuiero.

— OJTo Hac He Kacaercs,-— cKasaJs TOT.

Tak nexxanu oHM B cBOeH nellepke, NPHUKPLITOH HaleKHbIM GYKOBLIM
cTBO/IOM. Bricokre HaBajbl cHera 3allMUlajH HX OT CTYJEHOIO CKBO3-
HfiKa, TYCTO CIJIeTeHHble BeTKH KyCTapHHMKa, CJOBHO 4YaCTasl pelleTka,
CKpBbIBAJH OT YYXHX OCTpPbIX IJas.

Jlaii Bce npubankancs, 340f, 3a4blIUIHBLIA, pasropsiueHHbId,—
HaBepHo, 3To Oblja MaJsieHbKasi co6aka.

Bckope oHM ycablllaji CKBO3b Jal UblO-TO THXYIO, 00J€3HEHHYIO
Bopuby. bDbem6u 3abecnokousicsi, Ho CrapeHluuii cHoBa cKasaJ:

—— DTo Hac He KacaeTcs.

OHH npopo/Kanu JieXaTb, TOJbKO UYyTb MOABHHYJHCb K BBIXOLY.
Tenept, UM cTaso0 BHIHO, YTO MPOHCXOLMT CHApPYXXH.

Xpycren BasleXXHHK, C BeTBeH, 3aleThiX YbHM-TO HEBUIHUMBIM
6erom, ornajaj cHer, H BOT yXe MOXHO pasrasifeTb Geryiux.

Uepea cyrpoObl ¥ KYCTh!, uepe3 MHH M TOJCTble KODHH MNpbiraJa,
nosi3jiia, Npoaupasach crapasi Jjguca. A no mnsitaM 3a HeH TrHajxach
co6aka — HeB3pauHbIl JIOXMATblH Mec Ha KOPOTKHX JaMnax.

Y nucel 6blna nepeGuTa TMepelHsi HOra, Ha JioMaTKe BbIPBAH MeX.
OHa pnepxkajna nepebuTyl0 nany Ha Becy, nepej co6oH, KPOBb XJiec-
Taja M3 paHbl Ha rpyad. Jluca Oouia BHe ce6si OT cTpaxa H 37008,
OT yCTaJoCTH U Ge3HaleXXHOCTH. B Kakoi-To MHUT OHa pPe3KO MOBepHYy-
Jach, ollepHB 3yObl. DTOT HEOXKHIAHHBIH MaHeBp MPOTHBHUKA HCHyral
cob6aKy, oHa OTCKOUWJa Ha HeCKo/bKO laroB. Jlhca ycejach Ha 3aj-
HHe namnbl, nanblie GexaTb y Hee He Obllo cua. Jlasras 3yb6amu, oHa
SIPOCTHO 3allurena Ha cobaky, Ta OTBeTHJAa HOBBIM NpUCTynom Oe-
LIeHOro Jias.

— Bot! Bot! Bor ona! — uagpeiBanach cobaka.— Bot! Bor!
Bot ona!

Kpuk ee siBHO mpejlHasHauaJjicsi He JHce, a KOMY-TO APYyromy, KTo
Obla ellle 1aneKo OTCIOAA.

U Bembu n Crapeilinii nouumasu, uto cobGaka npusbiBaeT Ero.
3nasna 3T0 M JiMca. KpoBb Juaacb H3 Hee noTokom. Jluca cnaGesa
Ha rjasax, ee pa3butasi nana GecCH/IbHO ONYyCTHJAacCh, NMPHKOCHOBEHHE
K XOJIOAHOMY CHery MpHUHHSJIO JiHce Xryuylo Gosab. C TpyaoMm npH-
NOAHANA OHA APOXKALLYIO JaNy H BHTSIHY/a ee nepel co0o#.
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— [lowann meHs...— B3Mosuaach auca.— [louwann mensa!..

— Het! Het! Her! — 3anaguna cobaka ¢ 3700HBIM  XpHIIOM.

— TIlpoury Ttebsi,— CMHpPEHHO M YHMXXKEHHO TpocHJaa JHca.—
$1 Gosbuie He Mory... MHe NPHXOAMT KoHeW... [laii mMne yHTH, nai Mmue
XOTb yMCpeTb CIOKOHHO.

— Hert! Her! Her! Het! — 3axonunach co6aka.

— Benp Ml Ke ponns ¢ ToGoH..— Moausna auca.— [loutu cecr-
pbl... OTIYCTH MEHS... N03BOJIb MHE YMepeTb CPellH CBOHX... Bellb Mbl e
MOUTH CCCTPBI... TH H fl...

— Hert! Her! Her! Her! — ynopcrBoBana coGaka.

[TocncpiuM  ycuanem JiMca BHIPSMHIACh, €€ KpacCHBbie OCTpbie
YChl TOPECTHO OTBUCJH, HO Tia3a OTKPLITO W NPSMO TJSIHYJAH Ha INpo-
THBHHKA, ¥ COBCEM MHBIM, CINOKOHHBLIM, MEYaJbHBLIM [OJOCOM JHCa
cKasaJsa:

— W Tteb6e ne croigno? [IpenatcnbHuual..

— Het! Het! Her! Her! — nHaacaxuBanach cobaka.

— Tuol nepebexuunnal.. T oTcTynmuuual..— ¢ ropeubio roBopHJa
Jyca; ec H3paHeHHOe TeJO HamNpsirioCh CHJIOH HEHaBHCTH M Ipe3pe-
Hus.— HMuedikal.. Tlopnas uiefikal.. Tol BblcieXHBaellb Hac TaM,
rae naxe OH He cmor Obl Halitu Hac... Tel npecnenyellb Hac Tam,
Kyna paxke Emy He pob6patbesi... Tol ry6ulub Hac, TBOMX poauued,
Melsl, TBOIO cecTpy... Ml Tol He 3Haellb HHKakoro creigal..

W cpasy sapyr 3abypaund rogoca.

— IlpenaTtenbuuual — Kpu4yasm COPOKH C BepXylleK [epeBbeB.

— Orerynnuual — wunesa xopex.

— Ilepebexuunual — xpunesna coiika.

— MHweiika! — npocBrpucTena Jsacka.

Co Bcex gaepeBbeB, H3 BCeX KYyCTOB LLUHIMEJH, CBHCTEJM, NHLLAJH,
XpHUNeJH, a BLICOKO B HeGe 3aKapKajH BODOHHI:

— Kap-kapaya!.. Cpenn Hac npepartedb!..

Bce crnewmnnu ciloga, nokWiasi BepXYLUKH [epeBbeB, HOPKH, 3eM-
JIfiHble YKPBITHA, 4TOOb BHECTH CBOIO THEBHYIO JienTy B 3TOT CIHOP.
Bosmyulenue, npopBasiueecs B Juce, NpoOyAHIO M B ApPYyrHX
cTapole o0WAbl, ronamMd CKOMJEHHYIO ropeuib W HEHaBHCTb, a BHA
KPOBH, MNSITHaollui O6edu3Hy CHera, MNbsiHuJ, yOHWBasi NPHBBIUHBIH
cTpax.

Cobaka 3100HO OIMISAAENACD.

— Bbi! — kpuknyna ona.— Yero Bbl xoture? Yro BH 3Haere?
O uem roBopure? Bcé, Bcé npunamnexdr Emy! §1 Toxe npuHannexy
Emy. U s awo6mnio Ero, s moaioch na Hero, s cnyxy Emy! Bor uto xe,
xoTHTe BoccTath npotuB Hero, BcecuabHoro, Bbl — y6orue! 3Haiite
ke, OH uaput Hag Bcem u Haj Bcemu! Bcee, uto ects y Bac,— ot Hero!
Bce, uro pacrer u pawiwur,— ot Hero! — CoGaka Tpsicnack oT BO3-
OyKaeHus.

— Ilpenarenbuuual..— npowunena avca.— [aguHa!l

U tyr cofaka Buenusnach eit B rIoTKy. Pblua, coms, xpuns,
KaTajJUCb OHW 10 CHery — MOXHaTblil INecTpbifl, OHKO Kpy»KauUluics
KOM. BoKpyr sieTanu K/aoubsl IIEPCTH, B3BUXPEHHDLIH cHer, 6pBI3ri KPOBH.
Ho uepe3 HeckosbKo MrHOBeHMH KOM pacnaJics — JiMca Tak M ocTa-
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Jlach JexaTb H4 B3PHIXJMEHHOM cHery. Bort ona paepuynace,
HyJach U ymepJid.

CoGaka a5t BEPHOCTH TpsixHyJa ce elle pas, APyroll u Gpocuna.
LInpoko pacctaBHB KOPOTKHE Jiallbl, OHA 3AKPHUALA TOPMKCCTBYIOILHM
rOJIOCOM:

-—— Bor! Bot! Bor ona 3necs!..

Ceuaerenn GUTBBI B yiKace KUHYJIMCb BPaCCHINHYIO.

— MhHe crpaiuno...— THXo ckazaja bem6u.

— Crpaumto He y6uiictBo,— oro3BaJgcs Crapeiitnnit.— Crpauina
MX Bepa B TO, uTO ropopuia cobaka. Ouu BepsaT B Ero Bcemoryulecrso
M TPOBOAAT CBOW >KH3Hb B BeuHoM crpaxe. Onu HenaBuast Ero,
npe3upaiT cebs... n 6e3pONOTHO IPHHMUMAIOT THOcab ot Ero pyku!.

BbLITH-

Xonopa BHE3aNHO KOHYHJMCL, B 3UME CJAOBHO HACTYMNWJ MCPEPLIB.
3eMsd KaJHbIMH [JIOTK@MH DWJa MOATASIBIUMI CHEr W BCKOPE MOKPbHI-
Jlack TCMHbIMH IieiiiiamMy. YepHsle ApO3Abl, [paBAa, elle He MeJiu,
HO, NMOAHHMAACh C 3eMJH, TAe OTHICKHBAJH UYepBSIKOB, WJIH Mepejerasi
C AepeBa Ha JepeBO, OHM H31aBaJIM NOJATHE, PaLAOCTHBIC HOTHI, MOA CTAaTh
BeceHHeMy rnenuio. [locapliiancsi M XOXOTOK AsiT/a, pa3roBOpuxBee
CTaJii BOPOHBL M COPOKH, 6e3ymMosuHO GoJsitajii Mexay cOOOH CHHHILBI,
a (asaHbl, cjerTasi ¢ A€pEeBbEB, HAa KOTOPHIX OHM 3UMOBAJH, MOAOJTY,
Kak B A00pyl0 JIETHIOK MOpPY, OCTaBaJHCh Ha 3eMJe, 4TOOLI MOYUCTHTH
HEPHILIKY U MPUBETCTBOBATH BOCXOJ COJIHUA MeTasJJIM4eCKHMMH Haacal-
HBbIMH BOILJISIMH.

Opnaxabol Bem6u 3abpen nagbliie, ueM OOGHIYHO, MU HA yTPEHHEM
paccsete gobpaJsicsi 10 Kpas oBpara. Ha Toill cTopoHe, rie oH Hekoraa
XKHJI, MevibKaja u4bA-TO KpacHasi wiy6ka. CXOpOHMBLIMCL B KycCTax,
Bem6n cran nHabmopatb. [la, Tam AeACTBHTENbHO pacXaxHBaja KTO-TO
U3 Cro MJCMEHH H, BbiMCKMBas cBoGOAHBIE OT CHera MeCcTedKH, JaKo-
MHJICS MOJIOAOH, enBa NpobuBIUcica TpaBKoi.

BemM6u xorten yXe noBepuyTb Hasaj, Kak BApYr ysHana Panuny.
[lepBbiM ero naBuxeHueMm Obio OpocuTbes K HeH, HO OH ocraJcs
CTOSITb, CJIOBHO HOrW ero mnpupociau k 3emse. Cepaue ero ropsiuo
6unoce. On tak pasno ne supea Paauny! [loctynb ee 6bla MejJieH-
HOH, 3aTpyNHEHHOH, TO JH OT yCTaJocTH, TO Jd OT nedanu. Owua
cTajla OueHb MOX0XKa Ha CBOIO MaTb. Toub-B-TOUb TeTH JHHA, C IPYCT-
HbIM yAuBJAeHHeM OTMeTH] Dem6u. PanuHa noaHsAsa rosoBy U LIOHCKaaa
rsiazamu, 6yATO MOYYBCTBOBAB €ro GJHU30CTb...

CnoBa bem6u Heyaep)XMMO NMOTSIHYJO K Helf, HO OH ¥ Ha 3TOT pas3s
octajcs HelABHXKHbIM. bennas ®anuHda, Kak nocepena H Irocrapena
oHa! «Becenasi, pepskasi manedbkasi PanuHa,— aymasd OH,— KaKOH
KpacuBoi, J0BKOH W Oeclicynoil 6blia Thi Korga-to!» Best ero 10HOCTh
TPENeTHO BCKOJIbIXHYJach B HeM. OH BCMOMHHJ MOJSHY, AOPOTH, KO-
TOpPHIMKM BOJAM/IA €r0 MaTh, Becesbie urpsl ¢ [060 1 PanuHOH, ClaBHOTO
KY3HEUMKa, M3SILLHOTO MOThlAbKa, 6uTBbl ¢ Kapycom n Pouno, B KOTO-
pbiX OH 3aBoeBaJ QPanuHy...

A rtaM, BpaJjieke, MeLJIEHHO, YCTaJO M TMeYanbHO, OMYCTHB TOJIOBY,
ynansinacb @anuna. bem6u no6us ee B 3Ty MHHYTY TaK, KaK HHKOTAa
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He m0o6ua mogopoi. OH Jo6ua ee rnocienHel, HeXHOH, TPyCTHOH
1 6e3HalexHoll o6oBbio. EMy XoTenoch nepeckouuTb poB, TaK LOJATO
oTaeasiBlini ero ot PajuHbBl U OT ApYruX OJHU3KHX, XOTeJOCh AOTHATb
ee U TOBOPHTb ¢ Hell 0 BMecTe NMPOBeJECHHOH IOHOCTH, 060 BCeM AOPOTOM
¥ MMJIOM, UTO ObLIO y HUX B kH3HH. Ho OH He aBUrascs ¢ mecra, v BOT
yxe PanunHa cKpbliach B rojoM, YepHOM KYCTapHHKE...

Honro crosin bem6u Ha Kpaw oBpara, HEOTPLIBHO IJsAAs BAaJb.

W Bapyr ymapua rpom. )

Bem6u Becb nono6paJicsa. I'pom nporpemed 1no 3Ty cTOpPOHY OBpara,
He oyeHb GJIM3KO, HO U He OUeHb JaJjeko. 3aTeM ellle U CLIe.

B Heckonbko ckaukos bemGu moctur yamu W npuciaywagcs. Tu-
wrna. Toraa oH OCTOPOXKHO ABHHYsCS K aomy. Crapeflunil nomxujan
€ro BO3Jie CTBOJIA [OBEpPKEHHOro OyKa.

— Tbl capiman? — cnpocun CrapefiLuuni.

— Ha,— orsetunn bem6u,— Tpuxabl rpemes rpom. On B Jjecy.

— OH B Jecy,— C KakKMM-TO CTPaHHBIM BbIpaXK€HHEM IOBTOPHJI
Crapefitinil.— M Mbl BO/XHB HATH...

— Kyna?..— soipBasocb y Bem6u. On He npeacraBasan cebe Jyu-
LIero yKpbITHS, uem ray0okas neilepa MOA CTBOJIOM MOBePXKeH-
Horo Oyka.

— Tyna,— ckasan Crapediuii TsXKeabiM ronocom.— Tyna, rae
Haxoautcs OH.

Bem6u B3gporny..

— He Goificsi,— npoposikan crapplii BOXJb,— ceifiuac Thl MOXellb
uatd K Hemy 6e3 omacku. §1 panm, uyto mory mnoBectH Tebsi TyAa,
npexpe...— lojioc ero 6yaTo croTKHyJICS, HO OH OBJazes co6oit H TBep-
20 3aKoHuMa: — [Ipexkie yem Mbl paccTaHeMcsl HaBcerja.

M tyr BeM6u cnoBHO BnepBble yBHies, Kak oapsixjen CrapeHluuni.
FonoBa ero crana Gesee cHera, JHLUO HCXYNajo, B NpeKpacHbX 60Jb-
WIKHX raasax norac ray6okuil 6jeck, oHM mpuobpesu YycTagbli, 3ene-
HOBATHIH OTTEHOK.

OuM oToWJ M COBCeM HelasieKo OT cBoero ybeXullla, KOTAa B
HO3/lpM UM yAapu/l 3HaKOMbIH eAKHH 3anax -— BeyHasi yrposa, Bed-
HBIH yXac.

bem6u ocrtanoBuiica, Ho CrapeHlIHH llen paJjblle, HaBCTpeuy 3a-
naxy, 1 bem6u HepellHTebHO MOCJAENOBAJN 33 HUM.

Bce 6Gosee TAXKMMM BOJHAMH Haberan 3ToT Bo30yXAawILMH, pas-
npaxawowui 3anax. OH 3araylwius yXKe Bce OCTaJjibHble 3aMaxu Jeca,
OH 3aKJaAblBall HOC M TIJIOTKY, TaK 4YTO HeJjib3s OblIO MPOLOXHYTb.
Heo6opumbiii no3bie K GercrBy 3acocaJ mnof cepaueM y Bem6u, ronosa
3aTyMaHHJacb, BCE XXHWJbl HaNpPAMVIMCb, H, He Hajesicb Ha cebsi, bembu
TeCHee TMpHXKaJjcad K crapomMy BoxakKy. Ho Tor 6e30cTaHOBOUHO
ej BrRepes.

— 3aecb! — ckazan CrapeHILHil U CTYNMUS B CTOPOHY.

B nonomMaHHOM KycTapHHKe, Ha B3pBIXJEHHOM CHEry, HaB3HHUb
npoctepcsi Ou. Crpax, mepell KOTOpbIM MepKJH Bce HHble Koraa-jau6o
HCMBITAHHBIE CTPaxH, oxBaTHa1 BeM6u. [laBHO noaas/isieMoe CTPEMJEHHe
K OercrBy pBaHYJIOCb HApYXy CTPEMHTEJbHBIM CKAUKOM.

— Croii! — ycablllag OH TPO3HBIH OKJHK, OINSHYJCA W yBHAEJ,
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uyto CrapeHIIMH CNOKOHHO cTOMT moane Hero, no-n
TOTO Ha 3eMmJe.

Bue ce6s1 or usymnenusi, bembu 3amep, oxsauenumji 6e3rpaHUuHbLIM
JMOGOMBITCTBOM M OXHIAHHEM YETO-TO HEOGbIKHOBEHHOTO, MeaJeHHO
npubausuacs k Crapefiniemy.

Ou nexan, o6patuB K HeGy G6ueanoe, rosoe Jauo. Ero wasina
Ba/fifack Noojasib Ha CcHery, H BemGu, He MMeBwWHil nousitusi o TOM,
YTo Takoe IMANa, pewun, yro Ero crpaiwmnas romosa packomosnach
HajBoe.

Ha o6unaxennoil wee O6pakoHbepa 3Hf/a paHa, HanOMHHABLIAS
MajieHbKHi KpacHbiii poT. Kposb elue cTekana u3 paubi B TeMHylO
JKHXKY MOATAsIBLIEro CHera.

— Bot mbl cTOMM 3nech,— THXO ckKasan Crapeiinmuii,
aom ¢ Hum... T'ne XXe ero xBajsieHoe BCEMOryIIECTBO?

Bem6u cmoTpen Ha JsexxaBilero, Yeill CTaH, UbH YJEHbI, Ubi KOMKA
Kasajucb €My 3arajoyHbiMH W Heysi3BMMBIMH, cMoTpea Ha Ero no-
TyXUIHE rja3a M He NMOHWMaJ HHYEro.

— bem6u,— ckazan CrapeHuini,— NOMHHIUb JIH Thi, YTO FOBOPHJ
o Hem T'060, uto roBopusna co6aka M uemy CJeno BepsiT Bce oOUTaTe-
au jeca?.. [ToMHHLB JK THI?

— JHa...— uyTb cabllHO Npoluentas bemGu.

— Tenepr Thl BUAHWDL, bem6u,— npoposxan Crapeillnii,— BH-
JMLIb cO6CTBEHHBIMH ryiazamu, 4yto OH BOBCe He BCEeMOTYLL, KaK yTBep K-
naloT secHele 6patbsi. OH TaKoil Ke, Kak M Bce Mbl. OH 3HaeT M cTpax,
M HyXJy, 4 cTpajaHue, W cMepTb. [ pPO3HBIi M HeycTpalUUMBIH,
uger O nporuB Hac, U OH »Ke, Ge3AbIXAHHLIH, JEXKUT Ha 3eMJe...
Tak nouemy xe Tpenewyrt Bce nepex Hum? ¥ Hero ner Takmx cuub-
HBIX HOT, Kak y Hac, y Hero Her HM KpblIb€B COKOJIa, HH JIOBKOCTH
JIaCKH, HU 3y6oB JiHcHLBL, H Bce Ke OH cTan caMblM CH/IBHBIM M3 BCeX.
M6o Ou — Benukuit Gopeu! Mbl, oneHH, HHKOTO He y6HBacM, HO MHI
JOJIKHBl cpaBHATbCS ¢ HuM B cujie W ynopcTBe XKHM3HH. MBl LOJKHBI
JKUTb, CKOJIbKO Obl HM Hacewian OH Ha Hac cMmepTb. Mbl  JIOJIXKHbI
MHOXHTb, OXPaHsiTb, AJMTb Hall KPOTKHH M YNDPAMBIH POA, AOJKHGI
3aUlMILaTh CBOIO XKH3Hb M 2KH3Hb CBOMX OJM3KHX, NOMOraTbh Apyr
Apyry M JecHblM 6paTbsiM Hawum npoTuB Hero. Mbl 10JuKHBE ObITH
YYTKHUMH, OGQMTEJbHBIMH, OCTOPOXKHBIMH, JIOBKHMH, HaXOAUMBBIMH, He-
YJIOBHMBIMH, HO HUKOTa — TPYCJAHBBIMH. TaKOB BEJHMKHIl 32KOH XKH3HH.
Tlousin au TH MeHs, AMTS MOe€?..

— Hda,— tuxo oreBetHa bBeM6u.— 3akoH KH3HH — 3TO Gopbba.

CrapeHluuil HaKJIOHHJ CeAyl0 TOJIOBY, H B3NAL €ro B NOCJAeIHHH
pa3 cBepKHYJ OblJIBIM TEMHBIM OTHEM.

— Torna s nokuny 1e6s co CnOKOHHOH AYWIOH...

MepseHHO no6pesn OHH BeOfATb. Y BBICOKOTO SICEHSl CTaphid BOXK/b
OCTaHOBHJICH.

— He xomm 3a mHOH paabwe, Bem6u,— cKaszan OH CIHOKOHHO
H BJACTHO.— MoOM QHM COUTEHbl, MHE OCTaJOCh JIHUb MOJbICKATh MECTO,
rie s BCTpeuy CBOH KOHelLl.

— Tlo3Bosib MHe...— JIPOTHYBLIHM FoJlocCOM Hadaj BemOw.

Ho Crapefiluuii npepsaa ero.

pexxnemy mpocrep-

CTOMM psi-
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— Her,— cka3zan on TBepmo,— 3aecb Mbl paccraHemcs. Kaxkabiid
JIOJIKCH B OAHMHOYCCTBE BCTpedath c¢BOH nochenuuii yac. Ilpouiai,
MO# CBIH... 1 OueHb JIIOOH TeOH.

IDTOT JeTHHH JIeHb POAUJCS IIPSIMO ¢ PACCBETOM, He ObLIO HU YTpeH-
HUX CyMepeK, HH YyTpeHHell mnpoxJaabl, HH THUXOro Berepka. Kasa-
JIOCb, COJIHLE TMOTOPOMUJOCh ¢ BOCXOLOM; €ABa MOTacaH HOYHbIE
CBeTHJIA, OHO PA30’XKIJIO CBOH THTaHTCKHH KOCTEp, »KAaPKHM MJaMeHeM
OXBaTHBLIUH Bce HEbO.

Tyman, ycTuaaBIUMH TNOJSIHY, 3anyTaBluuiics B BETBAX KyCTapHH-
KOB, HCHIADMJICA B €NUHBLIH MHUT, 3eMJs Jie)kana cyxasl, MblJIs U3 TPeLLHH
30/I0THCTBIM MNpaxoM. Ho B Jiecy no paHHeMy uacy ellle UapHaa TH-
uMHa. Jluwe cabiwalcst XOXOTOK AATA Ja HeyMOJMHO BOPKOBAJH
HEYTOMHMBIC B HEXKHOCTH TOJyGH.

BemOM cTOsiN Ha MaJsleHbKOH YKpBITOH JyXKalike, BelKpouBLIell ceGe
MecTeUKO B HenpoxXoaumoit, rayxoit uaine. Hap ero rososoit B ayue
COJIHLIA MJIsica] H KPYXKHJICH KOMapWHbIA poi.

Tuxoe XKy»iKaHbe JJOHECJOCb H3 JIMCTBLI OPELIHHKA, MPUOGJH3HIOCD,
v papoM ¢ bem6u nposeren Gosbiuofi mahckuil xkyk. [lpoHusaB ko-
MapUHBIH poll, OH MOAHUMAJICA BCe Bbillle W BhILIE K MAKOBKaM JepeBbeB,
rlie OH NMPHMBBIK OTCHINATHCH 0 CaMOro Beuepa. Ero porosuubl OCTPeHbKO
TOpYaJM, €ro KpLUJIBIUKH 3BeHeau. Pa3gaBliuiics KoMapuHbBI poM
BHOBb COMKHyJ/Csl 32 HMM. Ho ellle HekoTopoe BpeMsl B [epexBare
COJIHEYHOTO JIyua CBEpPKaJo ero 30JI0THCTO-KOPHUHEBOE TeJbleE, OMyTaH-
HO€ CTeKJ/SIHHBIM CBEPKOM KpHLIJIbILLIEK.

[lpoBoans B3rasigoM Maiickoro »Xyka, bBem6u nBHHYJCS nagblue.

— Bbl 3Haerte, KTO 3TO? — B3BOJIHOBAHHO TYIEJH KOMapnl, posich
MOYTH HaJ caMOH ero KOpPOHOM.

— 2910 Crapeiiliuii,— roBOpHIH OJHH.

A npyrue nobapnsiniu:

— Bce ero poanun naBHO ymepJH, a OH BCe XKHBET M XKHBET.

— CKOJIbKO Ke eMy JeT? — noJioGONbITCTBOBAJ KPOLEYHbIH KO-
MapHK.

— 3TO0 TPYyAHO CKa3aTb,— OTBETHJ B3pociblii KoMap.— OusieHn
XKHBYT LOJITO, YyTb He LeJblii BeK. B0O3MOXKHO, OHM TPHALATb, COPOK
pa3 BHAAT coqHuUe... Hawa XH3Hb TOXe AJHTCA HEMaljo, HO Mbl BHAHM
JI€Hb JIMIIb OAHAXKAbI HWJIH ABAXKAbI.

— A 3TOT cTapHK? — CNpOCHI KOMapHK.

— OH nepexxusn Bcex cBoMX. BepositHo, oH crap, kak MHp... OH
CTOJIbKO BHJEJ, CTOMbKO HCMbITaM, UYTO 3TO HEBO3MOXXHO MpelcTa-
BHUTb cebe.

«Komapunele necHu,— nonyman bBemGH,— KOMapHHble CKa3KH».

HexxHblil, 6083AUBbI KAHY JOCTUT €ro yxa.

bem6u npucenyuwiascss U nolles HarnpoJoM CKBO3b TYCTYIO 3apOCib,
COBCEM THXO, coBceM 06e33BYy4YHO,— 3TO JAaBHO YyXe€ CTajo €ro
NpPHUBBLIYKOH.

CHOBa mnpo3Byyas 30B, HAcTONUMBLIH, XKaJOCTHHIA, B JABa roJjoca,
W 3TH rojioca HanoMHuaM bem6u ero GblI0H, fEeTCKHH TroJoc.
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— Mawmal.. Mamal!..

Ha nporanutke, TeCHO MNPHIKABIUKCL APYr K JIPy»Ke, CTOSJHM JBa
MaJbllia B KpacHbIX wWyOKax, GpaT M cecTpa, NMOKHHYTbie H YHbBLIbIE.

— Mawmal.. Mawmal..

Eule He 3amep HMX ropecTHblfi KpHK, KOTAAa nepei HUMH MpeacTal
bem6H.

Po6ko ycraBuiuch MaJblllk Ha MpHLIEbLA.

— Y wmatepu Her ceHuac BpeMEHM AJsI Bac,— CTPOrO cKasal
Bem6u. OH 3arasiHy. B riasza MajeHbkoMy: — Tul 4TO Ke, HE MOXKeLb
6biTe onMH? CrhiaHCh!

Maunbiln M ero cecTpeHka HCNYraHHO MOJYaJH.

bem6u nosepHyJ/icsl U Hcued B 3apOC/H OPeLUHHKA.

«Manblil HpaBUTCH MHe,— AyMaJ OH ¢ HEXHOCTbIO, OECIIyMHO
CKOJ/Ib351 CKBO3b pOCJble TPaBbl, KYCTapHKK H 6ypejoM.-— Mel euie
BCTPETHUMCSI ¢ HHUM, KOTja oH noapacrer... M manenbkas Toxe oueHb
muna. Ona noxoxa ua Pasnuny, Koraa ta Gel1a AeBOUKOH...»

On wen Bce pagbliie W janblle, W CcymepeuHas ray6uua seca
MOrJIOTHAA ero.
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